This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


■■^rsiMM 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


/Of^-Z^^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


TRAVELS 

OF 

ANACHARSIS  THE  YOUNGER, 

G      R     E     E     C     E, 

DURING  THE  MIDDLE  OF  THE  FOURTH  CENTURY  BEFORE 
THE  CHRISTIAN  ^RA. 

By  THE  ABBE  BARTHELEM^,t 

KEBPEIl  OF   THE   MEDALS   IN   THE  CABINET   OF  THE  KINO 

OF  FRANCE)   AND  MEMBER  OF   THE   ROYAL  ACADEMY 

OF    INSCRIPTIONS    AND    BELLES   LETTRES. 

TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  FRENCH. 


i)sr  ''ht  V  S  «,•' V  «L  U  M  E  s, 

And  an  eigWth  jin;  idt^Jjirto,*  containing  Maps,  Plans,  Views, 
and  6oir»;'illtlifti«iVe'of  the  Geography  and 
\     ftniitlV*ti^£.  of,  A'ncient  Greece. 


VOL.    V. 


LONDON: 
Printed  for  G.  G.  J.  and  J.  ROBINSON,  Patcmofter-Row, 

M.DCC.XCI. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE  NEW  YORK 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

720422 

AS  TOR,  ir^-ox  AKO 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CONTENTS 


OF 


L. 


CHAP.      LIX. 

OUR  of  Attica.  Agriculture.  Mines  of  Sunium.  Dif- 
courfe  of  Plato  on  the  Formation  of  the  World        p.  i 

CHAP.      LX. 

Remarkable  Events  in  Greece  and  Sicily  (from  the  year 

357  to  the  year  354  before  Chrift).    Expedition  of 

Dion.    Profecution  of  the  Generals  Timotheus  and 

Iphicxates. .  Beginning  .cf^^  Sacred  War         p*  52 

:* :  :*    '-."-'     •*  \.:  V\\\  ^ 

' ChAp.    txi. 

Letters  on  the]  ^<»<^1  H.fiair8  of  Greece,  addreffed  to 

Anachai:iis.anililUiiipta8.4^ring  their  Travels  in  Egypt 

and  PerS^k  •  - '':  t^ ;  *  \  Tv-^  —  —        P*  85 

chap.    lzii. 
Of  the  Nature  of  Governments,  according  to  Ariftotle 
and  other  Philofophers  — •  —       >  p.  219 

CHAP.     Lxni. 
Dionyfius  King  of  Sicily  at  Corinth.    Exploits  of  Timo^ 
Icon  —  —  —  *  p.  283 

as 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CONTENTS. 

CHAP.      LXIV. 

Continuation  of  the  Library. — Phyfics.    Natural  Hiftory* 
Genii  — ^  —  —  ^  p.  joo 

CHAP.      LXV. 

Continuation  of  the  Library. — Hiftory         ~        p.  367 

CHAP.      LXTI. 

On  the  Proper  Nam^s  in  ufe  among  the  Greeks      p.  392 

CHAP.      LXVII. 

Socrates         —       —       —       .—       .i..       p.  398 

CHAP.     Lxvni* 
Feftivals  and  Myfteries  of  Eleufis  — «  P«  457 

NOTES.         —         •—        —       —         p,  47t 


•  •    ••  ■•  41. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


TRAVELS 
C    RE     EC     E. 


ifci      ' 


C     H     A    ?.         UX. 

S^z/r  ^  Attica.    Agriculture.    Mines  ]of  Suni^m. 
Difcourje  of  Plato  an  the  Formation  of  the  World.    ^ 

1HAD  often  pafled  a  confidcrable  time  in 
different  country  lioufes,  and  had  frequently 
traverfed  Attica.  I  (haUhfere.cdlleft  the  principal 
remarks  wHich  I  made  during  thefe  excurfions. 

The  fields  are'  feparated  from  eafch  other  by 
hedges  ojr  by  walls*.  By  a  wife  regulation  ob- 
ferved  in  Attica,  fuch  lands  as  are  mortgaged  for 

*  Lyfb  de  Sacr.  Oliv.  p.  144.     Demofth*  in  CMicl*  p.  11 16 
ct  1117.     Harpocr.  ct  Suid.  in  AfgKT. 
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,  the  repayment  of  money  are  pointed  out  by  fmall 
columns  bearing  an  inlcription  which  records  the 
obligations  contradcd  with  a  creditor.  Similar 
Columns  placed  before  the  houfes  that  are  pledged 
in  like  manner  make  them  known  to  every  one  ^, 
and  the  lender  need  be  under  no  fear  that  he 
ihould  be  injured  by  any  fecret  contrafts. 

The  poffeflbr  of  a  field  may  not  dig  a  well,  or 
build  ^  houfd  or  wdlt,  in  it;  except  at  a  certain 
diftancc  prefcribed  by  law,  from  the  field  of  his 
neighbour*  j  neither  is  he  permitted  to  turn  the 
waters  which  defcend  from  the  hills  that  may  fur- 
round  his  land  over  his  neighbour's  ground  ;  but 
he  may  turn  them  into  the  pgblic  road  ^,  aod  the 
proprietors  of  the  adjacent  fields  muft  defend  their 
lands  from  them.  In  certain  places  the  rain-water 
is  received  in  canals  which  convey  it  to  a  great 
diftance  ^ 

Apollodorus  had  a  confiderable  eftate  near 
Eleufis,  to  which  he  took  me  with  him.  The  fields 
were  covered  with  ripened  corti,  and  (laves  reap- 
ing it  with  the  fickle,  while  young  children  ga- 
thered the  falling  ears,  and  gave  them  to  thofc 
who  bound  them  up  in  fheaves  ^ 

^  Harpocr.  in  "A^kx.  Id.  Hefych.  ct  Suidi  in  ^O^  PoD. 
lib.  3,  cap.  9^  i  85^  Duport.  ih  TiMopltf.  Cbanft.  cap.  10^ 
p*  360* 

«  Pet.  Leg.  An.  p.  3^.    ■  ■ 

'  Dcmofth*  in  Callicl.  p.  1 1 19* 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  iij8. 

^  Homer*  Iliad,  lib.  x8>  v.  SSS- 
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They  hl4  begun  their  work  at  xhe  dawn  of 
day  S  mA  the  v/holc  &mily  fliared  in  thefe  rural 
labours  ^.  lo  a  corner  of  tbe  fiekl,  beneatb  the 
fbaiit  of  n  great  tree»  iamt  men  were  preparing 
tbe  provifions^;  women  were  boiling  lentils  ^^ 
and  pouring  meal  into  veflels  full  of  boiling  watcr^ 
Sor  the  dinner  of  the  reapers  ^^  who  animated  eaeh 
other  to  their  laboui^  by  fongs  with  which  the 
fields  refounded. 

O  hQttAUoii»  Ccrci !  witb  iiuliil^€tit  £B|ik, 

Surrey  aod  profp«r  this  our  ruftic  toil : 

Ye  joyous  reapers,,  dear  the  yellow  plain. 

And  to  the  north  expofe  the  fwellin^  grain* 

Tbt  laA  aMkoti  your  (harpen'd  fickics  wieUt 

Nor  quit  till  he  reliroB  to  raft  tbffitld"*  i 

Other  couplets  exprefled  an  envy  of  the  h^ppy 
condition  of  the  frog,  who  has  always  plenty  of 
drink;  in  others  jokes  were  paflfed  on  tho  Cl«age- 
mcnt  of  the  infpeftor  of  the  flaves,  and  the  work- 
men advifed  tp  tread  the  corn  at  nopn,  bccauiJs. 
then  the  grain  may  more  eafily  be  feparated  from 
the  hulks  in  which  it  is  enclofed  '^. 

The  flieaves,  when  conveyed  to  the  threlhing- 

f  Hefiod.  Opcr.  y,  578. 

^  Euftath*  in  Iliad,  lib.  i8»  p.  1162^ 

i  Scbol.  Theper.  in  Idyl).  I^t  v.  54. 

*  Tbeocr.ibid. 

^  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  iBp  ▼•  $55* 

•  Tbwar.  ibid, 

»  Id.  Ibid.    Mem.  de  TAcad.  des  BelL  Lettr.  t.  ijc.  p.  350. 
B  2 
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floor,  are  difpofed  circularly  and  in  layers.  One 
of  the  labourers  places  himfelf  in  the  middle  of 
them,  holding  in  one  hand  a  whip,  and  in  the 
other  a  bridle,  with  which  he  guides  the  oxen, 
horfes,  Or  mules,  which  he  malces  walk,  or  trot, 
rpund  him.  Some  of  his  companions  turn  the 
flraw^  and  place  it  under  the  feet  of  the  animals, 
till  it Js  entirely  broken'^;  others  throw  handfuls 
into  the  air%  when  a  briik  gale,  which  commonly 
rifes  about  that  time,  wafts  the  chaff  to  a  little  dif- 
tance,  while  the  grain  falls  direftly  down,  and  is 
gathered  up  and  put  into  earthen  veflels  ^. 

Some  months  after,  we  again  viiited  the  £arm  of 
ApoUodprus.  The  vintagers  were  gathering  the 
grapes  from  the  vines  which  were  fupported  by 
props  \  Bpys  and  girls  filled  wicker  balkets  with 
them,  and  carried  them  to  the  wine-prefs  ^  Be- 
fore they  are  prefled  fome  farmers  caufe  vine- 
branches  loaded  with  grapes  to  be  brought  home  \ 
They  expofe  them  to  the  fun  for  ten  days,  and 
keep  them  in  the  (hade  for  five  other  days '. 


n  Hamer*  Iliad,  lib.  20,  ▼•495*    Xeoopb.  Memor.  lib*  5,^ 
p.vg63. 

^  o  Horner^  Ody^l  lib.  11,  t.  127.    Euftath.  ibid.  p.  167JP, 
hn.  CO. 

p  liefiodi  Oper .  v.  475  et  600.    Ph)cL  ibid. 

n  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  i^,  t.  563. 

'  Id.  ibid.  V.  567.     Euftath.  t.  ii.  p.  1163,  Un.  45.    Ana^* 
Od.  52. 

•  Anacr.  Od.  50.    Note  dc  M«  Dacicr. 

«  Hefiod.  Oper.  v.  6^0*    Homer.  Odjff*  lib.  7,  v.  123. 
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Some  keep  their  wine  in  caiks  *^  others  in  lea- 
ithern  bottles  *,  or  in  earthen  vcffehT. 

While  the  vintage  was  preffing,  we  heard  with 
much  pleafure  the  fongs  of  the  wine-prefs* ;  for 
/o  they  are  caUtd.  We  had  alTo  heard  others 
•during  the  dinner  of  the  vintagers,  and  in  thj?  dif- 
feseat  intervals  <tf  the  day^  whiqh  w^ere  jaccom- 
^panied  with  dancing  ^ 

.  The  harveft  ^  and  the  vintage*  conclude .  witli 
festivals,  celebrated' with  all  thofe. rapid  emc^oos 
of  mirth  which  plenty  produces^  and  which  ar^ 
<liverfified  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ot^eft* 
CocD  being  <:onfidered  as  the  benefadioa  of  a 
^oddeifi  who  has  provided  for  ^ur  necei&ies^  and 
wine  as  the  gift  of  a  god  folicitous  to  increafe  our 
^leafures,  the  gratitude  manifefted  to  Ceres  exhi^ 
«bits  itfelf  in  a  lively  but  decently  attempered  joy, 
ivhile  that  to  Bacchus  riots  in  all  the  tranfports  of 
^lirium. 

Sacrifices  are  likewife  offered  at  the  ume  of  fow^ 
ing  and  hay-harveft.    At  the  feafon  for  gathering 

»  Anacr.  Od.  52. 

'  Homer.  Odyfll  lib.  g^v.igfim 

y  Id.  ibid.  ▼.  204.     Herodot.  lib.  Ji  cap.  & 

*  Anacr.  Od.  52.  Oppian.  de  Venat*  lib-,  i,  ▼.  127*  PoB^ 
Kb.  4,  cap.  7,  SS5' 

*  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  i8y  y*;72« 

^  Theocr.  Idyll.  7,  v«  32.  &:hoL  in  v.  i.  SchoL  Homer, 
in  Hiad.  9.  v.  530,  Etymol  Magn.  in  9«^iS$.  Diod.  Si^. 
lib.  5,  p.  336.  Corfin.  Faft.  Attic.  DiiTert.  13,  U  ii.  p*  8o2. 
Meurf.  m  A?^a  et  in  &otX6i. 

^  Theopbr.  Charad.  cap.  3*  Caftellan.  iB  Feft.  Gnecoc*  in 
PioDy£ 
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olives  and  other  fn^its  they  aUb  prefent  the  firft 
they  gather  on  the  akar^  as  gifts  teceived  bom 
heaven.  The  Greeks  have  felt  that  on  theic  oc- 
cafiolis  the  heart  fl»dukl  expaad  and  gmtefoUy  pay 
homage  to  the  aatkon  of  the  benefits  beftoved  on 

Befidds  thefe  genertd  Mivals,  eath  town  and 
diftrift  of  Attica  has  its  particular  onesj  in  which^ 
though  there  is  U&  magrrifiGence)  ifaere  is  more 
mirth,  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  are  unac- 
quainted with  fiAttious  joy.  Their  whde  foul 
tnaxitfefts  itfelf  without  difguife  in  the  ruffic  Ihdws 
and  innocent  pLtntfi  wliich  aflfemble  them  toge^ 
ther%  !  have  Frequently  fecn  a  miftiber  of  them 
toWefted  rotiftd  fome  leathern  bottles  filled  with 
^ne,  and  t)fled  on  the  owltfide.  Some  young 
^erfons  h^jyed  over  thefe  boftdiis^  and  by  dieir 
frequent  hlh  octttfioned  toud  laughter  among  the 
by-ftandcrs*^.  Clofe  to  thefe  were  children  jump- 
ing after  tarfi  other  on  one  teg  • ;  others  playing 
4ft  tvtn  or  trid',  and  others  at  bKnd-manVbuffi^. 
Sometimes  a  line  drawn  oia  the  ground  divided 
them  into  two  parties,  and  they  played  at  day  or 
.iMjht  *.    The  party  which  had.  loft  ran  away,  and 


<  Hefych.  in  'AimaiX.  Euftaih.  in  Odyfl;  Kb.  iO»  p.  i6f6» 
Ihi,^i ;  1%,  14,  p.  1769,  lifl.  47.  QclttiH.  Arifteph.  ia  Plu^ 
t,  I  nr>.    Phmirtit.  dc  Nat.  Dcor.  caj.  30^ 

^  Voh.  lib.  9,-cjrl).  7,-^  121. 

'  Meurf.  de  Lud.  Grsec.  in  A^{. 

H  Iii,fbid.tn  fUvTe^. 

*  This  game  refcmbled  that  of  i;rof«  or  pile. 
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tbeotbera  purfu^d  tbepi  to  ovmakc  and  ^kc 
th^m  prirpn^r^^.  Xhef^  urnufemfintQ  are  only  in 
ufe  among  the  chtldreni  in  the  city»  but  io  the 
couQ^ry  grown  pesriool  do  9M  hWh  to  join  ia 
them* 

Eutbymeoesj  one  of  our  friends,  had  always 
relied  for  the  nmnagcment  of  bis  al&irs  in  ti^e 
country  on  the  vigil^nee  and  fidelity  of  a  flave 
wbom  he  bad  placed  nver  the  others  ^  Convinced, 
at  length,  that  the  eye  of  a  mafter  is  much  more 
di&ernigg  than  that  of  a  fteward  ^y  he  decerimned 
to  retire  to  bis  country-houfe,  fituated  in  the  vil- 
Hge  or  borough  of  Acharns^  ai  the  d^nc^  of  fixty 
ftadia  from  Athens  ^  *. 

Wc  paid  him  a  vifit  there  fome  years  aftcr^ 
His  hcakh,  which  had  formeriy  been  in  a  declining 
ftate,  was  re*eftabliflMd.  His  wi&  and  children 
parcook  in  and  increafed  bis  happinefs.  Our  life^ 
iaid  he  to  us,  is  aftive  but  not  agitated ;  we  are  un« 
Acquainted  with  difgdl  or  wearinefs,  and  we  enjoy 
widioujt  sJioy  the  felicity  of  the  prefent  moment. 

He  (hewed  us  his  houfe,  which  had  not  long 
been  built.  It  fronted  the  fouth  that  it  might  re- 
ceive the  warmth  of  the  fun  in  winter,  and  be  de- 
fended from  its  heat  in*  fummer,  when  that  liimi*" 

»  Xenoph.  .Memon  li6.  5,  p.  8^^. 
Ji  Id.  ibid.  p.  854. 
J  Tliuoyil*  fib.  if  capu  2J<, 
^  About  two  leagues  and  a  quarter^  * 

84 
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nary  has  aficained  his  greateft- elevation"^.  The 
apartment  of  the  women  was  feparatcd  from  that 
of  the  men  by  baths  which  prevented  any  com- 
^munication' between  the  flaves  of  different  ftxes. 
Each  room  was  adapted  to  the  purpoTe  for  which, 
it  was  defigned.  The  corn  was  kept  in  a  dry 
place,  and  the^wine  in  a  cool  one.  The  fiirniture 
was  not  rich  iand  fumptuous,  but  the  utmoft  neat?- 
.  nefs  was.  every  where  confpicuous.  Garlands,  and 
incenfe  for  facrtiices,  habits  of  ceremony  for  the 
fellival^  arokour  and  military  drefles,  garmeats 
for  the  different  feafons,  kitchen  menfiis,  inftnc- 
ments  to  grind  i^hfat,  ^^ffth  in  which  to  knead 
dough,  and  provifions  for  the  wboja  year,  and 
each  month  in. particular,  all  were  found  with. faci- 
lity, bccaufp  all  were  in  their  proper  places,  and 
.orderly  arranged*.  The  inhabitants  of  the, city, 
faid  Euthymencs,  would  treat  this  methodical  er- 
aftnefs  with  contempt;  they  are  ignorant  how 
much  time  is  faved  by  it  in  looking  for  things, 
and  that  a  huibandman  ought  to.  be  as  great  aa^ 
pconomift  of  his  time  as  of  his  money* 

I  have  fet  over  my  houfc,  added  he,  an  intelli- 
gent and  adive  woman.  After  having  cenified 
jnyfelf  thjit  her  manners  >Ycrc  unexceptionable,  I 
gave -her  ^a^xa6t  inventory  of  all  the  things  con;k- 
mitted  to  her  care.     And  hoi(ir,  faid  I,  do  you  re- 

' ''  .      X    ;         

»  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  ^  P«J77^>  Ubi  5,  pt  844. 
»  Id,  ibid.lib^J,  p.  84J..-    ^., 
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compence  her  ferviccs  ?  By  cftceiryand  confidence, 
^nfwered  he.  ^inpe  (he  h^s  .been  cntrvifte.d  with 
.?very  fecrec  of  our  affairs,  they  have  b^copie  her 
pwn  \  We  pay  the. fame  attencioQ  tp  tbofeof  our 
ilaves  .who  (hew  z^a!  and  fidelity  in,  our  fcrviceii 
They  have  better  fho^^  ahd  arc  better  clothed, 
Thefe  little  diftinftipns  render  them  fenfible  to 
honour  ',  and  r^t^in  then^  in  their  dyty  mc^9  cf- 
fedtually  than  the  fear  of  punidiment. 

My  wik  and  myfelf  have  divided  between  us 
the  care  and  management  of  our  affairs.  She  re* 
gulates  all  the  houfeholcl  concerns,  and  I  infped: 
whatever  is  done  without  doors  K  I  have  under- 
taken to  cultivate  and  improve  the  lands  which  I 
have  inherited  from  my  anceftors.  Laodice  takes 
.account  of  what  is  received  and  expended^  and  cf 
the  ftoring  and  diftribution  of  the  corn,  wine,  oU, 
and  fruits  which  are  delivered  to  her  care.  She 
alfo  maintains  order  among  our  domeilics,  fending 
fome  to  the  field,  and  diftributing  to  othei^s  wool, 
which  (he  teaches  them  to  prepare  and  tmkt  into 
clothing  ^  Her  example  lightens  their  labours  ; 
and  when  they  are  fick,  her  attentions  and  mine 
alleviate  their  fufferings.  We  compaffionate  the 
condition  of  our  flaves,  and  are  ever  ready  ip  allow 
that  they  have  numerous  claims  to  our  gratitude. 

«  Xenoph.  Manor.  lib.  ^  p.  845. 
P  I<L  ibid.  p.  855  ct  857. 
4  Id.  ibid.  p.  838. 
f  Id.  ibid.  p.  839,  k^% 
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After  having  crofied  a  court-yard  full  of  fowli^ 
ducks,  iand  other  domeftic  birds  %  we  vifited  the 
ilables,  (heepfoldsj  and  likewife  the  ^ower-gardeo; 
in  which  we  faw  fucceffively  bloom  narciflufes,  hya* 
cinthsi  jrifesy  violets  of  different  colours  %  rofes  of 
various  fpecies*^  and  all  kinds  of  odoriferous 
plants  *•  You  cannot  be  furpriied,  faid  my  friend, 
at  the  care  with  which  I  cultivate  flowers :  you 
know  that  with  them  we  adorn  the  temples,  akars> 
and  ftatues  of  our  gods  ^ ;  that  we  wear  crowns  of 
them  at  our  entertainments,  and  the  celebration  of 
wxr  facred  rites ;  that  we  ftrew  them  on  our  tables 
and  our  beds ;  and  that  we  even  olfer  to  the  divi- 
siities  thoTe  which  we  efteem  moft  grateful  to  themt. 
A  hufbandman  befides  ought  not  to  negled  the 
fmaikft  profits.  Every  time  I  fend  wood,  coal  % 
/raits,  or  other  commodities  to  the  market  of 
A^ens,  I  lUways  add  co  tbefe  (bme  haikets  of 
jBowers,  which  ar«  fure  to  find  a  fpeady  faie. 

Eudifmenes  afterward  conduded  us  to  his  fium, 
which  was  more  than  forty  ftadia  in  circv|it  *  ♦„ 
and  from  which  he  had  obtained  the  preceding 
year  above  a  thoufand  medimni  of  baricyi  an4 

'  Hefyck.  In  Xo^xwm* 
^  Athcn.lib.  15,  cap.  9,  p.  69$. 
«  Thec^r.  ap  AtJbtn.  p.  68z. 
?  li  Hift.  Plant.  lib.  6,  cap.  6j  p.  64J. 
7  Xenoph.  Meinor.  p*  83 1 . 

*  Arifloph.  in  Acharn.  ▼.  21 2» 

*  Demofth.  in  Phoenip.  p.  I023* 

*  About  a  league  and  a  half* 
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«ighc  hvkndripd  ine^ares  of  witie^.  He  had  fix 
beaiAs  of  btjrdenj,  which  every  day  carried  to  mar- 
l&et  wood  and. other  commodkies>  aad  broughc 
him  in  twelve  dtudmias  daify^^*  As  he  cotn^ 
plaiaed  that  mundations  frequeatly  carried:  away 
liis  crops^  we  aiked  him  why  he  had  not  removed 
to  a  pait  of  the  country  lefs  fubjedt  to  fuch  acci^ 
<leiit5.  Advamageous  exdiaoges  have  oftea  been 
propofed  to  me^  aqfvrered  he,  tni  you  ihaU  fee 
v^f  I  have  not  accepted  chem.  Hs  immodiately 
opened  the  door  of  a  ftnall  enclofure,  in  which  we 
£)und  a  plat  of  grafs  furixiunded  with  cypre& 
^es.  Here,  faid  he,  are  the  tombs  of  my  family  •'. 
There,  beneath  thofe  poppies,  I  few  the  graire  dog 
in  which  the  remains  of  my  fiither  are  depofited* 
By  the  fide  of  it  is  that  of  my  mother.  I  fome* 
times  come  hither  to  converfe  with  them,  and 
tmagtne  that  I  6e  and  h(ar  them.  No;  nerer 
^ill  I  kave  this  (acred  fpot.  My  Ton,  faid  he 
alterward>  turning  to  a  little  boy  who  followed  us^ 
when  I  am  <Iead  lay  me  befide  <my  parents,  and 
when  you  have  tbemisfcMtune  to  iofe  your  mother, 
place  her  next  to  me.  Hemember  it  is  my  com* 
inand*  His  ion  pvomifed  not  to  negtoft  what  he 
had  enjoined  him,  and  burft  into  tears. 


^  Demofth.  in  Phoenlp.  p.  1025. 

«  Id.  ibid.  p.  1023. 

*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  vohime. 

f  Demofth.  in  Callicl.  p.  1 1 17.    Id.  in  Macart.  p.  1040. 
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The  borough  of  Acharnac  is  full  of  vineyards  % 
and  the  whofc  country  of  Attica  covered  with 
olive  trees,  which  arc  more  carefully  cultivated 
there  than  any  other  kind  of  .tree,  Euthymenes 
bad  planted  a  great  number  of  them>  efpecially 
along  the  roads  which  bordered  his  farm.  He 
allowed  the  fpace  of  nine  feet  between  each,  bc- 
■caufe  he  knew  that  their  roots  will  extend  to  a 
confiderable  diftancc^  No  perfon  is  permitted 
to  root  up  00  his  grounds  more  than  two  olive 
trees  in  a  year,  unlefs  it  be  for  fome  ufe  authorized 
by  religion.  He  who  violates '  this  law  is  con- 
demned to  pay  for  each  tree  a  hundred  drachmas 
to  the  informer,  and  another  hundred  to  the  pub^ 
)ic  treafary,  a  tenth  of  which  is  dqdufted  for  the 
treafury  of  Minerva  ^, 

,  We  frequently  find  clutters  of  olive  trees  left  ia 
referve, .  and  furrovinded  by  a  hedge.  Thefe  do 
jiot.  appertain  to  th^  owner  of  the  field,  but  to  the 
jtemple  of  the  above-mentioned  goddefs.  They 
are  formed  out  ^  and  their  produce  is  entirely  fet 
apart  for  the  maintenance  of  her  worlhip.  If  the 
proprietor  of  the  land  fhould  cut  down  a  Cnglc 
txfefit  even  though  it  (hould  be  only  a  barren  trunk, 
he  would  he  puniihed  with  bani(hnient  and  Con- 
fifcat.ion   of  his  goods.      The  Areopagus  takes 

«  Ariftoph.  in  Achani.  v,  51 1. 
'  Xenoph.  Memor.  p.  865,     Plut.  in  Sol.  t.  i,  p.  91. 
f  Dcmofth.  in  ]^&catt.  p.  1039.    ^^'  ^^S'  ^^^'  P*  39'? 
Y  LjL  in  Arcopag.  p.  133. 
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oogtxizance  of  all  offences  relatire  to  the  differeni: 
kinds  of  olive  trees^  and  from  time  to  tiipe  fends . 
infpedors  to  watch  over  their  prefervation  K 

Continuing  our  walk,  we  were  pafled  by  a  nu-- 
merous  flock,  of  ftieep,  preceded  and  followed  by 
dogs  kept  to  drive  away  the  wolves*.  A  covering^ 
of  ft  in  was  wrapt  round  each  flieep.  This  prac-* 
tice,  which  has  been  borrowed  from  the  Mega* 
reans^,  defends  the  wool  from  the  filth  which 
alight  otherwife  defile  ir^  and  prevents  it  from» 
being  torn  by  the  hedges.  I  know  not  whether  it 
contributes  to  render  the  wool  finer,  but  I  can  af- 
firm that  the  wool  of  Attica  is  extremely  fine  *• 
I  (hould  add  Ukewife  that  the  art  of  dying  has  there 
been  brought  to  fuch  pcrfeAion,  that  the  colours  it 
gives  to  it  are  never  effaced". 

I  Jearned  on  this  occafion  that  flieep  grow 
the  fatter  the  more  they  drink,  and  that,  to  excite 
their  thirft,  fait  is  often  mixed  with  what  they  cat; 
and  that,  in  fummer  efpecially^  a  certain  meafure 
of  it,  that  is  a  mediomus  *  for  each  hundred  flieep, 
is  diflributed  among  them  every  fifth  day»    I  wasr 


^  Lyf.  in  Areopag.  p.  136  et  143.  Markl.  Conjed.  ad  cap.  7. 
Ljf.  p«  5489  ad  cal.  edit«  Taylor.  "     ^ 

^  Xenoph.  Manor,  lib.  2»  p.  757  ct  759. 

^  Diogen.  Laert.  lib.  6,  §  41.  r       .. 

B  Varr.  de  Re  Ruftic.  lib.  2,  cap.  2.  Plut.  de  Audi^.  t.li. 
p,  42.     Athen.  lib.  5*  p.  2 1^. 

B  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib;  4,  t«  li.  p.  429. 

*  About  four  bttflvels. 
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likewire  told  that  when  they  are  thus  made  to  eat 
fait  they  give  more  milk  **. 

At  the  foot  of  a  fmall  eminence  which  bounded 
a  meadow,  we  faw  a  number  of  bee-hives,  fur- 
roundted  with  rofemary  and  broom.  Obferve, 
fjiid  Euthymenes,  with  what  induftrious  alacrity 
the  bees  execute  the  commands  of  their  queen, 
for  ihe  it  is  who,  not  fuffering  them  to  remaia 
idle,  fends  them  into  this  beautiful  meadow  to 
colled  the  rich  materials,  the  ufe  of  which  (he  re- 
gulates; (he  it  is  who  fuperintends  the  conftriiftion 
of  the  cells  and  the  education  of  the  young  bees, 
which,  when  they  are  capable  of  providing  for 
their  fubfiftence,  (he  forms  into  a  fwarm',  and 
obliges  to  leave  their  home  under  the  conduft  of 
a  bee  which  (he  has  cho(en  *. 

Farther  on,  between  hills  enriched  with  vine- 
yards, we  came  to  a  plain  where  we  faw  yokes  of 
oxen,  fome  of  which  drew  tumbrels  of  dung,  while 
others,  hameiTed  to  the  plough,  laborioufly  traced 
the  lengthened  furrow  ^.  I  (hall  fow  barley  here, 
laid  Euchymenes,  for  that  is  the  kind  of  grain 
which  fucceeds  beft  in  Attica  ^  The  wheat  we 
grow  here  aflTords  indeed  a  bread  very  agreeable  to 
the  tafte,  but  it  is  lefs  nutritive  than  that  of  Bceo^' 

■"    '  "  III!  I  ■       ■  4  m  <m 

«  Ariftot.  Hift.  Animal.  Ub.  8,  cap.  lo,  t*  u  p.  j^iJb 

P  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  k*  p»  837  ct  Sjj* 

*  Sec  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume; 

^  ^lian.  Van  Hift.  lib.  5,  cap.  14* 

5  Theophr.  Hift*  Plant.  lib.  8,  cap.  8,  p.  947. 
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da;  aad  it  has  been  mare  than  once  remarked 
that  the  Boeotian  athlets,  while  they  refide  at 
Athens^  confume  two  fifths  more  of  wheat  than  in 
their  own  country  * ;  yet  is  diat  country  contiguous 
CO  ours,  fo  true  is  it  that  a  little  thing  fuffices  to 
alter  the  influence  of  climate.  As  another  proof 
of  this.  It  may  be  remarked  that  the  ifle  of  Salamis 
18  dofe  to  Auica,  yet  grain  ripens  there  much 
fooner  than  with  us  K 

The  difcourfe  of  Euthyttieties,  and  the  objeds 
by  which  I  was  furrounded^  began  to  engage  my 
attention.  I  already  perceived  that  the  fcience  of 
agricukure  was  not  founded  merely  oo  blind  cuf-* 
torn,  but  on  a  long  feries  of  obfervations«  It  ap* 
pears*  faid  our  guide,  that  we  formerly  received 
the  principles  of  this  art  from  the  £gyptian$ ",  and 
that  we  communicated  them  to  the  oth^r  nations 
of  Greece,  the  greater  part  of  whom,  in  gratitude 
for  fo  great  a  benefit,  bring  us  every  year  t\\c 
4rft  fruits  of  their  harvefts  *.  I  know  that  other 
Grecian  cities  make  the  fame  pretenfions  with 
ourfelves  y,  but  to  what  purpofe  would  it  be  to 
difcufs  their  claims  ?  The  moft  neceiTary  arts  have 
had  their  tnrth  among  the  mod  ancient  nations. 


■  Theophr.  Hifi.  Plant,  lib.  8,  cap.  4,  p.  932.. 

*  td.  ibu).  cap.  3,  p»  9#3* 

^  t)iod.  Sic.lib.  I,  p.  13,  14,  35  ;'lib.  5,  p.  336. 

*  Ifocr.  Pfttieg.  1. 1,  p.  1^3.     Juftin.  lib.  i^  ca^p.  6. 
7  Goguet.  Orig.  des  Lois>  t.  ii.  p.  177. 
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and  their  origin  is  the  more  iliuftriousas  it  is  mord 

6bfcurc, 

That  of  hufbandry,  when  tranfmitted  to  the 
Greeks,  became  improved  by  expericixce ;  and  a 
number  of  writers  have  employed  themfclvcs  to 
collect  its  precepts.  Several  celebrated  philofo- 
phers,  as  Democritus,  Archytas,  and  Epicharmus, 
have  left  us  ufeful  inftrudions  on  the  fubjed  of 
ruftic  labours  *,  and  many  ages  before  them  they 
had  been  fung  by  Hefiod  in  one  of  his  poems* : 
but  a  hulbandman  ought  not  to  abide  fo  implicitly 
by  their  precepts  as  never  to  dare  to  interrogate 
nature  and  make  new  experiments.  If  then,  re-^ 
plied  I,  I  had  a  field  to  cultivate,  it  would  not  be 
fufficient  to  confult  the  authors  you  have  men- 
tioned ?  No,  anfwercd  my  friend ;  they  give  many 
excellent  directions,  but  fuch  as  are  not  fuitable  to 
every  foil  and  every  climate. 

Let  us  fuppofe  that  you  intended  one  day  to 
cxercife  the  noble  profeffion  which  I  follow.  I 
ihould  firft  endeavour  to  prove  to  you  that  all  your 
care  and  all  your  time  (hould  be  devoted  to  the 
earth,  and  that  the  more  you  (hall  do  for  her  the 
more  (he  will  do  for  you  ^  ;  for  ftie  is  only  fo  be* 

neficent  becaufe  (he  is  juft  *^. 

•  ^ 

»  Ariilot.de  Rep.  lib.  i,  cap.  1 1,  t.  ii.  p.  308.    Van*,  dc  R« 
Ruftic. lib.  I,  cap.  i.     Colum.  de  Re  Ruftic. lib.  ij  cap.  l« 
a  Hefiod.  Oper.  et  Dies;  V 

^  Xehoph.  Mcmor.  lib.  5,  p.  868*  '  ' 

«  Id,  ibid.  p.  833.  -    • 

To 
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To  this  principle  I  fliould  add,  fometimes  rule< 
confirmed  by  the  experience  of  ages,  and  fome- 
times doubts  which  you  might  rcfol\^e  by  your 
own  obfervacions  or  the  knowledge  of  others.  I 
fhould  fay  to  you,  for  examples  Choofe  a  favour- 
able fituation  ^.  Study  the  nature  of  foils,  and 
the  manures  proper  to  each  produdion  ?•  Inform 
yourfelf  when  it  may  be  neceflary  to  mingle  earths 
of  different  kinds  ^  and  when  the  earth  fhould  be 
mixed  with  the  dung«,  or  the  dung  with  the 
grain  ^. 

If  the  fubjeft  in  queftion  were  the  cultivation  of 
wheat  in  particular,  I  (hould  add :  Redouble  your 
labours.  Do  not  commit  to  the  earth  the  grain 
you  have  laft  reaped,  but  that  of  the  preceding 
year*.  Sow  fooner  or  later  according  to  the 
temperature  of  the  fcafon  ^,  thicker  or  thinner 
according  as  the  earth  is  lighter  or  heavier  ^,  but 
always  fow  equally  "*.  Does  your  wheat  run  up 
too  high,  be  careful  to  cut  it,  or  turn  in  flieep  to 
browfe  on  it  '^ ;  for  the  former  of  thefe  methods  is 


*  ThcopKr,  de  Cauf.  Plant,  lit,  3,  cap.  I. 
«  Id.  Hid.  Plant,  lib.  8»  cap*  8>  p.  9464 
'  Id.  de  Cauf.  Plant.  lib.3y  cap.  25. 

t  Id.  ibid.  cap.. 7. 

»'  Id.  Hift.  Plant,  lib.  7,  cap.  5,  p.  791* 

*  Td.  Hift.  Plant,  lib.  8,  cap.  il,  p.  962.     .tlin.  lib*  l8# 
cap.  24,  t.  ii.  p.  127*     Geopon.  lib.  if  cap.  i(S. 

*  Xenoph»  Memor.  lib.  5,  p.  86|« 
'  Tlicophr.  ibid.  cap.  6,  p.  939* 

™  Xenoph.  ihid. 

*  Theophr,  ibid<  cap-  7^  p.  94^. 

Vol.  V.  C 
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fometimes  dangerous :  the  grain  becomes  long  and 
thin.  Have  you  much  ftraw ;  only  cut  down  half 
oiF  it^  and  burn  what  remains  on  the  ground ;  it 
will  ferve  for  manure  ^  Lay  up  your  wheat  in  a 
dry  place  ',  and  that  it  may  keep  a  long  time  do 
not  fpread  it,  but  heap  it  up,  and  even  water  it '. 

Euthymenes  made  feveral  other  remarks  on  the 
cultivation  of  wheat,  and  enlarged  ftill  more  on 
rfiat  of  the  vine.  I  (hall  give  you  his  obfervations 
in  his  own  words  : 

We  muft  be  particularly  attentive  to  the  nature 
of  the  young  plant,  the  labours  it  requires,  and  the 
means  of  rendering  it  fruitful.  A  number  of 
praftices  relative  to  thefe  various  objects,  and 
frequently  contradidtory  to  each  other,  have  been 
introduced  in  the  different  diftri&s  of  Greece. 

Almoft  every  where  vines  are  fupported  with 
props  ^  They  are  only  manured  once  in  four 
years,  or  not  fo  often ;  more  frequent  manurings. 
would  at  laft  burn  them  up  *. 

The  attention  of  the  vine-dreffer  is  principally 
direded  to  the  pruning  ;  the  objeft  of  which  is 
to  render  the  vine  ftronger,  more  fruitful,  and 
longer  lived  \ 

®  Xenoph.  Mcmor.  lib.  5,  p.  862. 
P  Id*  ibid.  p.  844. 

^  Thcophn  de  Cauf.  Plant,  lib.  4^  cap.  1 5- 
'  Xenoph.  Mcmor.  lib.  5,.  p.  866.  .  Tbcophr.  dc  CauL  Plant, 
lib.  2,  cap.  25, 

•  Thcophr.  ibid.  lib.  3,  cap.  13. 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  19. 
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In  a  ground  newly  cleared,  a  young  plant 
(hould  be  pruned  in  the  third  year,  but  later  in 
one  that  has  been  long  cultivated  ".  With  refpeft 
to  the  feafon,  feme  maintain  that  this  operation 
ought  to  be  early  performed ;  becaufe  inconveni- 
ences may  rcfult  from  pruning  either  in  winter  or 
in  fpring,  fince  in  the  former  cafe  the  wound  can- 
not clofe,  and  the  eyes  or  buds  are  in  danger  of 
being  dried  up  by  the  cold ;  and,  in  the  latter^ 
the  fap  is  exhaufted,  and  flows  over  the  buds  near 
the  wound  *. 

Others  make  diftindions  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  foil.      They  fay  that  the  vines  in  a 
thin  and  dry  ground  (hould  be  pruned  in  au- 
tumn  ;  thofe  in  a  cold  and  moift  one,  in  fpring  ; 
and  thofe  in  a  foil  neither  too  dry  nor  too  moift, 
in  winter.     By  thefe  means  the  former  would  pre- 
ferve  the  fap  neceflary  to  them,  the  fecond  lofe 
that  which  is  fuperfluous,  and  all  would  produce 
an  excellent  wine.     One  proof,  fay  they,  that  in 
moift  grounds  pruning  (hould  be  deferred  till  the 
fpring,  and  a  part  of  the  fap  fufFered  to  flow  off, 
is  the  cuftom  we  have  of  fowing  in  vineyards 
barley  and  beans,  which  abforb  the  humidity  of 
the  foil,  and  prevent  the  vine  from  exhaufting  it- 
felf  in  ufclefs  branches. 

The  vine-dreflers  are  divided  on  another  quef- 

»  Theoplir.de  Cauf.  Plant,  lib.  3,  cap.  i8, 
*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  20. 
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50  TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 
tion  y ;  whether  vines  diould  be  pruned  long  or 
ftiort*  Some  fay  this  is  to  be  determined  by  the 
nature  of  the  plant  or  the  foil ;  and  others,  that  it 
depends  on  the  quantity  of  fap  in  the  branches : 
if  that  is  abundant,  feveral  very  (hort  (hoots  Ihould 
be  left,  that  the  vine  may  produce  more  grapes; 
but  if  there  is  but  little  of  it,  fewer  (hoots 
(hould  be  left,  and  the  vine  (hould  be  pruned 
longer. 

The  vines  which  bear  'many  branches  and  few 
grapes  require  that  the  (hoots  at  the  top  fliould  be 
pruned  long,  and  thofc  lower  down  fliort;  in  order 
that  the  vine  may  be  ftrengthened  at  the  root,  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  branches  at  the  top  produce 
much  fruit. 

It  is  advantageous  to  prune  young  vines  (hoit, 
that  they  may  grow  ftronger ;  for  vines  which  arc 
pruned  long,  produce  indeed  more  fruit,  but  fooner 
die  ". 

I  (hall  not  fpeak  of  the  different  labours  which 
the  vine  requires  *,  nor  of  feveral  practices,  the 
utility  of  which  is  acknowledged.  We  frequently 
fee  the  vine-dreffers  ftrew  a  light  duft  over  the 
grapes,  to  defend  them*  from  the  heat  of  the  fun, 
and  for  other  reafons  which  it  would  be  too  te- 
dious to  enumerate  ^.    At  other  times  we  fee  ihem 

II  < I  <H  *  >■■■         11  I  II  111  > 

y  Theophr.  de  Cauf,  Plant,  lib,  3,  cap.  19. 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  20. 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  21. 
^  Id  I  ibid.  cap.  22. 
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TRAVELS  IN  GREECE-  21 
jduck  off  fome  of  the  leaves,  that  the  clufters, 
being  more  expofed  to  the  fun,  may  ripen  fooner*^. 

Would  you  wifli  to  rcftore  youth  to  a  virit 
nearly  dead  with  old  age ;  remove  the  earth  on 
one  fide,  and  pick  and  dean  the  roots,  applying 
to  them  different  kinds  of  manure,  and  covering 
them  with  the  earth.  It  will  produce  fcarcely  any 
fruit  the  firft  year,  but,  after  three  or  four  years, 
it  will  have  regained  its  former  vigour.  If  you 
after\vards  perceive  it  begin  to  languifti,  again  re- 
peat the  fame  operation  on  the  other  fide,  and 
thefe  precautions,  taken  every  ten  years,  will  in 
fome  meafure  render  your  vine  immortal  **. 

To  obtain  grapes  without  ftones,  you  muft  take 
a  vine-flioot,  and  cut  it  lightly  in  the  part  which 
is  to  be  fet  in  the  ground ;  take  out  the  pith  from 
this  part,  unite  the  two  fides  feparated  by  the  inci- 
fion,  cover  them  with  wet  paper,  and  plant  it  in  the 
earth.  The  experiment  will  fuccecd  better  if  the 
lower  part^  thus  prepared,  be  put  in  a  fea-bnion  be- 
fore it  is  planted.  Other  methods  are  known  to 
produce  the  fame  effed^ 

Would  you  wifli  to  have  on  the  fame  vine  both 
black  and  white  grapes,  or  cluflers  the  berries  of 


«  Xcnoph.  Memor.  lib.  5,  p.  "866. 

*  Theophr,  Hift.  Harit,  lib.  4,  cap.  I  j, 

*  Id.  de  Cauf,  Rant.  Hb,  5,  cap.  5^  Democr^  Geopoo.  lib»  4, 
cap.  jp  Pallad.  de  Re  Kuftic.  rebr.  tit.  29.  Colum..  de 
Arbor.  9.  Flin.  lib,  17,  cap.  21,  t^  ii»  p^  7^.  Traite  d^  b 
Vi^JBC,  t.  i*  p.  29, 
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22  TRAVELS  IN  GREECE, 
which  (hall  be  fome  black  and  others  white  ^j 
take  a  (hoot  of  each  kind,  bruife  them  in  their 
upper  part,  fo  that  they  may  clofely  unite  and  in- 
corporate, if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  tie  them  together, 
and  plane  them. 

We  afterwards  requefted  from  Eiuhymenes 
fome  ^nftruflions  concerning  the  different  kinds  o£ 
plants  of  the  kitchen  garden,  and  fri^it-trees.  The 
fprmer,  faid  he,  come  up  fooner  when  we  make 
uf?  of  feed  which  is  two  or  three  years  old  «.  There 
are  fome  which  it  is  advantageous  to  water  with 
fait  water  ^.  Cucumbers  *  are  fweeter  when  their 
feeds  have  been  (teeped  in  milk  for  two  days  *. 
They  thrive  better  in  grounds  naturally  a  little 
tnoift,  than  in  gardens  where  they  are  frequently 
watered^.-  Would  you  have  them  early;  fow 
them  at  firft  in  pots,  and  water  them  with  warm 
water  ^  j  but  I  muft  tejl  you  that  they  will  have 
lefs  flavour  than  if  they  had  been  watered  witl^ 
cold  water  "*•  To  render  them  krge,  care  is  taken, 
as  foon  as  they  begin  to  be  foVmcd,  to  cover  them 
with  a  pot  or  yeflel,  or  to  introduce  them  into  a 

^  Theophr.  de  Cauf,  Plant,  lib.  5,  cap.  5. 

8  Ariftot.  Problem.  |  20.     Quaeft.  36,  t.  11.  p.  773. 

^  Theophr*  ibid*  lib*-  a,  cap.  7. 

*  Sec  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

»  Tlieophr.  ibid.  lib.  3,  cap.  12.  Id.  Hiflor.  Plant,  lib.  7, 
cap.  3.  Pallad.  in  Mart,  lib,  4,  cap.  9.  Colum.  de  Re  Rultic, 
lib.  r  r,  cap.  3.     Plin.  lib.  19,  cap.  '5,  t".  li.  p.  i6^. 

k  Ariftot.  ProbJ.  t.  ii.  p.  776, 

>  Theophr.  de  Cauf.  Plant.  Kb.  5,  cap.  6. 

■  Ariftot.  Probl.  p.  775.     Theophr.  ibid.  lib.  2,  cap.  8. 
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kind  of  tube.  To  prcferve  them  a  long  time  they 
(hould  be  covered,  and  kept  hung  up  in  a  well  *. 

Trees  fliould  be  planted  in  autumn,  or  ra*er  in 
the  fpring**.  The  trench  ftiould  .be  digged  at 
leall  a  year  before  they  are  planted  ^.  It  is  ufual 
to  leave  it  a  long  time  open,  as  if  it  were  to  be  fe- 
.  cundated  by  the  air  \  The  dimenfions  of  the 
trench  are  varied  according  as  the  foil  is  dry  or 
moift.  It  is  ufual  to  allow  to  it  two  feet  and  a  half 
in  depth,  and  two  feet  in  breadth'. 

I  only  relate,  faid  Euthymencs,  praftices  that 
are  known  and  familiar  to  all  cultivated  nations ; 
and  which,  replied  I  immediately,  do  not  fufii- 
ciently  excite  their  admiration.  What  time,  what 
rcfleftion,  muft  not  have  been  neceffary  to  obferve 
and  gain  a  knowledge  of  the  wants,  the  varieties, 
and  refources  of  Nature;  to  render  her  docile, 
and  diverfify  or  corred  her  produftions  !  1  was 
furprifed  at  my  arrival  in  Greece  to  fee  trees 
manured  and  pruned  * ;.  but  how  great  was  my 
admiration  to  find  that  the  fecret  had  been  difco- 
vered  to  diminifti  the  kernel  of  fome  fruits  to  in- 
creafe  the  fize  of  the  pulp  ^ ;  that  other  fruits,  and 


»  Ariftot.  Probl.  p.  773.    Theophr.  de  Cauf.  Plant,  lib,  5, 
cap.  6. 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3,  cap.  3  et  4. 

P  Id.  ibid.  cap.  $•    . 

4  Id.  ibid.  cap.  i8.         - 

'  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  5»  p.  864. 

*  Theophr.  de  Cauf.  Plant,  lib.  3,  cap.  2« 

<  Id.  ibid.  lib.  1,  cap.  i8. 
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efpecially  pomegranates^  had  been  made  to  grow 
larger  on  the  tree  by  covering  them  with  an  earthen 
veffel  °  i  and  that  trees  were  compelled  to  bear 
fruits  of  different  kinds  *,  and  be  loaded  with  pro- 
dudions  foreign  to  their  nature  1 

This  latter  prodigy,  faid  Euthymenes,  is  effeft- 
cd  by  grafting,  by  which  the  roughnefs  and  four- 
nefs  of  the  fruits  of  wild  trees  is  correftcd  7.  AU 
inoft  all  garden  trees  undergo  this  opemtion,  which 
is  ordinarily  performed  on  trees  of  the  fame  fpecies; 
fis^  for  example^  a  fig  is  grafted  on  another  fig-tree, 
jin  apple  on  a  pear-tree  ',  &c. 

Figs  ripen  fooner  when  they  have  been  punc- 
tured by  gnats  that  come  from  the  fruit  of  a  wild 
^g  tree  purpofely  planted  near*.  Yet  thofe  which 
/ipcn  naturally  arc  preferred,  and  the  dealers  who 
fell  them  in  the  market  never  fail  to  mention  thi^ 
difference  *. 

It  is  faid  that  pomegranates  will  be  Tweeter  when 
the  tree  is  watered  with  cpld  water,  and  pigs-dung 
laid  round  the  roots ;  that  almonds  have  more  fla- 
vour when  nails  are  driven  into  the  trunk  of  the 
tree^  and  the  fap  fuffered  to  flow  out  for  fome 


»  Ariftot;  Probl.  §  ao,  t,  iu  p.  772. 

>  Theo^hr.  de  Cauf.  Plant,  lib.  5,  c^p,  5f 

f  I(L  ibid,  iibf  i«  cap.  6et  7. 

*  Ariftot.  de  Plant,  lib.  i»  cap.  6,  %.  it.  p.  ioi6. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.    1017.      Theophr«    de  Cauf.  Plant,   lib.  9| 
•pap.  12.    Tourntfort.  Voyage  duLcvanti  t-  i»P»  3381 

^  Thepphr.  ibid.  cap«  13, 
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tirae^;  and  that  olive-trees  do  not  thrive  when 
they  are  more  than  three  hundred  ftadia  from  the 
fea  **  *.  It  is  likewifc  faid  that  certain  trees  have 
a  fenfible  influence  on  other  trees  ;  that  olive-trees 
delight  in  the  neighbourhood  of*  wild  pomegra- 
nates *,  and  garden  pomegranates  in  that  of 
myrtles  ^  It  is  added,  in  fine,  that  the  difference 
of  fex  muft  be  admitted  in  trees  and  plants  *.  This 
opinion  was  at  firft  foupdcd  on  the  analogy  which 
was  imagined  to  exift  between  animals  and  the 
other  produdtions  of  nature,  and  afterward  con- 
firmed by  the  obfervation  that  palm-trees  do  not 
bear  fruit  unlefs  the  females  are  fecundated  by  the 
down  or  duft  contained  in  the  flovver  of  the  male  **• 
This  fpegies  of  phenomenon  muft  firft  have  been 
obferved  in  Egypt  and  the  neighbouring  coun- 
tries; for  in  Greece  the  palm-trees  raifed  for  the 
ornament  of  gardens  bear  no  dates,  or  at  leaft  never 
bring  them  to  perfeft  maturity  *. 

In  general  the  fruits  of  Attica  have  a  fweetnefs 
not  found  in  thofe  of  the  neighbouring  countries  ^, 

which  advantage  they  owe  lefs  to  the  induftry  of 

■-.-.--       -        -    -  --. 

«  Ariftot.dc  Plant,  lib.  i,  cap*  7,  t.  ii.  p.  1017. 
^  Thcophr.  Hift.  Plant,  lib.  6,  cap.  2,  p.  550, 

*  1 1 3- leagues, 

«  Ariftot.ibicL  cap. 6,  p,  loiy. 

^  Theophr.  de  Cauf.  Plant,  lib.  2,  cap.  9,  p.  245,        ^ 
«  Ariftot.  de  Plant,  lib.  i,  cap.  2,  p.  101 1.     Theophr.  Hill. 
Plant,  lib.  5,  cap.  9,  p.  146. 

^  llicophr.Hift.  PlaBt.lib.  2,  p.  113, 

*  Id.  ibid.  L'b.  3^cap.  5,  p.  124. 
►  Ariftgt.  Problem,  t.  ii.  p.-  774. 
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the  cultivator  than  the  influence  of  the  climate* 
We  as  yet  are  ignorant  how  far  this  influence  will 
correft  the  fournefs  of  thofe  beautiful  fruits  which 
hang  on  that  citron-tree  lately  brought  from 
Perfia  to  Athens  ^ 

Euthymenes  fpoke  to  us  concerning  ruftic  la- 
bours with  plcafure,  and  with  tranfport  on  the  de- 
lights of  a  country  life. 

One  evening,  when  we  were  feated  at  table, 
before  his  houfe,  under  fome  fuperb  plane-trees, 
that  arched  over  our  heads,  he  faid  to  us :  When 
I  walk  in  my  fields,  all  things  fmile  and  feem  em- 
belliflied  wi.h  new  ornaments  in  my  eyes.  Thefe 
harvefls,  trees,  and  plants,  exift  only  for  me,  or 
rather  for  the  neceflitous  whofe  wants  I  relieve. 
Sometimes  I  create  to  myfelf  illufions  to  heighten 
my  enjoyments,  and  the  earth  then  feems  to  ac- 
company her  benefaftions  with  afpecies  of  delicacy, 
and  announces  her  fruits  by  flowers,  as  among  njea 
benefits  ought  to  be  accompanied  by  the  graces. 

An  emulation  without  rivalry  forms  the  bond  of 
the  union  between  me  and  my  neighbours.  They 
frequently  come  and  take  their  places  around  this 
table,  which  was  never  yet  encircled  but  by  my 
friends.  Confidence  and  franknefs  reign  at  thefe 
repafts  ;  we  communicate  to  each  other  our  difco- 
veries,  for,  unlike  to  other  artifts  who  have  fecrets™, 

*  Antiphon.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  3,  cap.  7,  p.  84.  Salmaf.  Exer(;it. 
in  Plin.  p.  956. 
■  Xenoph,  Memor.  lib.  5,  p.  858. 
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tach  is  only  emulous  to  inform  himfelf  and  inftruft 
his  friends. 

Then,  addreffing  himfelf  to  fome  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Athens,  who  had  that  moment  arrived, 
he  iadded  ;  You  imagine  yourfelvcs  free  within  the 
^nclofure  of  your  walls,  but  that  independence 
which  the  laws  grant  to  you  is  inceflantly  torn  from 
you  by  the  tyranny  of  fociety.  Have  you  not 
employments  to  intrigue  for  and  to  difcharge, 
powerful  men  to  fooih  and  flatter,  fecret  mifchiefs 
to  forefee  and  to  fliun,  and  duties  of  ceremony 
more  rigorous  than  thofe  of  nature  to  fulfil  ?  Arc 
you  not  compelled  to  a  conrinual  reftraint  in  your 
drefs,  demeanour,  aft  ions,  and  words ;  to  endure 
the  infupportable  prefliire  cf  idlenefs,  and  the 
tedious  perfecutions  of  the  importunate  ?  There  is 
no  kind  of  flavery  by  which  you  are  not  held  in 
bondage. 

Your  feftivals  are  fo  magnificent,  and  ours  fo 
mirthful !  your  pleafurcs  fo  fuperficial  and  fo 
tranfient,  and  ours  fo  real  and  fo  conftant !  Can 
the  dignities  of  the  republic  afford  any  funftions 
more  noble  than  the  exercife  of  an  art,  without 
which  induftry  and  commerce  mud  alike  de- 
cline "  ? 

Have  you  ever,  in  your  rich  apartments, 
breathed  an  air  fo  frefti  as  that  we  refpire  in  this 

^  Xcnoph.  Memor.  lib.  5,  p.  832, 
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verdant  arbour?  or  can  )'our  entertainments, 
fometimes  fo  fumptuous,  compare  with  the  bowls 
of  milk  which  we  have  juft  drawn,  and  thofe  dc^ 
licious  fruits  which  we  have  gathered  with  our 
own  hands  ?  And  what  a  relifti  do  we  acquire  to 
our  repafts  from  labours,  which  it  is  fo  pleafing  to 
undertake  even  in  the  frofts  of  winter,  and  the 
heats  of  furamer**;  and  from  which  it  is  fo  delightful 
to  reft,  fometimes  amid  the  thick  woods  fanned  by 
the  breath  of  zephyrs,  and  reclining  on  a  turf 
which  invites  to  flcep;  and  fometimes  near  afpark- 
ling  fire '  fed  by  the  trunks  of  trees  which  I  have 
felled  on  my  own  grounds,  furrounded  by  my  wife 
and  children,  objcfts  ever  new  of  the  moft  tender 
love,  in  defiance  of  the  impetuous  winds  which 
howl  around  my  cottage  without  being  able  to 
tlifturb  its  tranquillity ! 

Ah  !  if  happinefs  be  only  the  health  of  the  foul, 
muft  it  not  be  found  in  thofe  places  where  a  juft 
proportion  ever  reigns  between  our  wants  and  our 
defxres,  where  motion  is  conflandy  followed  by 
reft,  and  where  our  afFedions  are  always.accompa-r 
nied  by  tranquillity  ? 

We  had  frequent  converfations  with  Euthy- 
menes,  and  on  one  occafion  mentioned  to  him  that 
Xenophonj  in  fome  of  his  writings ',  had  propofed 


•  Zenoph.  Memo'r.  lib,  5,  p.  851, 
P  Id.  ibid.  p.  832. 
^  Id.  Hier*  p*  916* 
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to  grant  to  thofe  who  (hould  beft  cultivate  their 
lands,  not  rewards  in  money,  but  certain  honour- 
able diftinftions.  That  expedient,  anfwered  he, 
might  tend  to  the  encouragement  of  agriculture ; 
but  the  republic  is  fo  occupied  in  dillributing 
favours  to  idle  and  powerful  men,  that  it  cannot 
bellow  a  thought  on  ufeful  and  obfcure  citizens. 

Having  left  Acharnse,  we  continued  our  journey 
toward  Boeotia.  On  our  way  we  faw  feveral  caftles 
furrounded  with  thick  walls  and  lofty  towers, 
fuch  as  thofe  of  Phyle,  Decelia,  and  Rhamnus. 
The  fronders  of  Attica  are  defended  on  every  fide 
by  thefe  fortreffes,  and  the  country  people  are 
direfted  to  take  refuge  in  them  in  cafe  of  an  in- 
vafion  ^ 

Rhamnus  is  fituated  near  the  fea.  On  a  neigh- 
bouring eminence  (lands  the  temple  of  the  im- 
placable Nemefis,  the  goddefs  of  vengeance.  Her 
ftatue,  which  is  ten  cubits  high  *,  is  by  the  hand 
of  Phidias,  and  of  moft  beautiful  workmanQiip. 
That  artift  fculptured  it  from  a  block  of  Parian 
marble,  which  the  Perfians  had  brought  to  this 
place  to  erc6l  a  trophy.  Phidias  has  not  in- 
(bribed  on  it  his  own  name,  but  that  of  his  pnpil 
Agoracritus,  whom  he  extremely  loved  •. 

'  Dcmofth.  dc  Fair.  Leg.  p.  313.    Id.  dc  Cor.  p.  479. 
*  About  145  feet. 

«  Paufan,  lib.  1.  cap.  32,0,  80.  Plin.lib.  36,  tap.^,  p.  7ZJ. 
SuicJ.  ct  Hrfych.  «'P«fiy.  Mcurf.  dc  Popul.  At^ic.  m  P*/an 
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From  Rhamnus  we  went  to  the  town  of  Mara- 
thon, the  inhabitants  of  which  were  eager  to.relate 
to  us  the  principal  circunaftances  of  the  vidory 
which  the  Athenians,  under  the  conduft  of  MiU 
tiades,  bad  formerly  gained  there  over  the  Per- 
fians.  This  celebrated  event  has  left  fuch  an  im- 
preffion  on  their  minds,  that  they  imagine  they 
hear,  during  the  night,  the  cries  of  the  combat* 
ants,  and  the  neighing  of  horfes  ^  They  fliewed 
us  the  tombs  of  the  Greeks  who  fell  in  the  battle : 
thefe  arc  fmall  columns,  on  which  their  names 
only  have  been  infcribed.  We  proftrated  ourfclves 
before  that  which  the  Athenians  confecratcd  to  the 
memory  of  Miltiades,  after  having  fuffered  him  to 
expire  in  a  dungeon  :  it  is  only  diftinguiflied  from 
the  reft  by  being  erefted  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
them '. 

As  we  approached  Brauron,  the  air  refounded 
with  joyful  fliouts.  The  inhabitants  of  that  town 
were  celebrating  the  feflival  of  Diana  their  tutelary 
goddef^  *.  Her  ftatue  appeared  to  us  to  be  of  great 
antiquity,  and  we  were  told  that  it  was  the  faniQ 
which  Iphigenia  brought  fiom  Taurica  >\  All  the 
y\thenian  maidens  muft  be  confecratcd  to  this  god- 

- '  ■■.■■■■   1      ■        W       I        I  ^i^^^i^— 

*  Paufan,  lib.  i.  cap.  33»  p«  79. 
«  Id.  ibid. 

^  Meurf.  de  Popul.  Attic,  in  B^ay*.    Id:  In  Gnec.  Per.  Caft«U, 
dc  Feft.Grxc. 

'  Paufan,  lib,  J,  can.  aj,  p.  ^^ ;  ct  cap*  33,  p.  8c« 
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defs,  after  they  have  attained  their  fifth,  and  before 
they  have  pafled  their  tenth  year  *•  A  great  num- 
ber of  them,  brought  by  their  parents,  and  having 
at  their  head  the  young  prieftefs  of  Diana  %  are 
prefent  at  thefe  ceremonies,  which  they  embellifli 
by  their  prefence,  and  during  which  rhapfodifts 
ling  portions  of  the  Iliad  *».  As  a  confequence  of 
their  being  thus  devoted,  they  come  before  mar- 
riage to  offer  facrifices  to  this  goddefs  ^. 

We  were  prefTed  to  wait  fome  days,  that  we 
might  be  prefent  at  a  fcftival,  which  is  repeated 
jpvery  fifth  year**  in  honour  of  Bacchus,  ^and 
which,  as  it  is  reforted  to  by  the  greater  part  of  the 
courtefans  of  Athens,  is  celebrated  with  equal  fplen- 
dour  and  liccntioufnefs  * ;  but  as  the  defcription 
given  us  of  it  only  excited  our  difguft,  we  proceed- 
ed to  vifit  the  quarries  of  Mount  Pentelicus,  which 
produce  that  beautiful  white  marble  fo  famous 
throughout  Greece,  and  on  which  the  chifcls  of 
able  fculptors  have  fo  often  been  employed  ^  It 
jGeems  as  if  Nature  had  taken  a  pleafure  in  multi- 


*  Ariftoph.  in  Lyfiftr.  v.  644.  Schol.  ibid.  Harpocr.  ct 
Hefych.  in  Aftl.  et  in  Awal. 

«  Dinarch.  in  Ariftogiu  p.  106,    Demofth.  in  Conon.  p.  1 1 12. 

•»  Hefych,  in  B»»v^. 

«  Suid.  in  Aaxl 

^  PolU  lib.  8,  cap.  9,  §  107. 

e  Suid.  in  B^auj.  Scbol.  in  Demofth,  Orat.  adv.  Conon. 
p.  141^. 

f  Theophr.  dc  Lapid*  J  14.  Strab.  lib.  9,  p.  399«  Athcn. 
lib.  13,  cap.  6,  p.  591.  Paufan.  lib.  i,  cap.  32,  p.  78  ;  lib.  5, 
cap.  10,  p.  398  ;  lib.  8,  cap.  28,  p.  658,  &c« 
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plying  in  the  fame  place  great  men,  great  artifts, 
and  the  materials  mod  proper  to  prefervc  the  me- 
mory of  each.  Mount  Hymet'tus^,  and  other 
mountains  of  Attica  **,  contain  within  them  fimilar 
quarries. 

We  went  to  fleep  at  Prafiaj,  a  fmall  town 
fituated  near  the  fea.  Its  port,  named  Panormus, 
is  a  fafe  and  commodious  harbour  :  it  is  furround- 
cd  with  valleys  and  delightfiil  hills,  which,  from  the 
veryfca  fhore,  rife  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre, 
and  end  in  mountains  covered  with  pines  and  va- 
rious kinds  of  trees ". 

Proceeding  onward,  we  entered  a  beautiful 
plain,  which  makes  part  of  a  diftrift  named 
P^ralos*^.  It  is  bordered  on  each  fide  by  a 
range  of  hills,  the  fummits  of  which,  rounded  and 
feparated  from  each  other,  feem  rather  to  be  the 
work  of  art  than  of  nature  K  This  plain  conduced 
us  to  Thoricos,  a  ftrong  place  fituated  on  the  fea- 
coaft™  ;  and  how  great  was  our  joy  to  learn  that 
Plato  was  in  the  neighbourhood,  at  the  houfe  of 
Theophilus,  one  of  his  oldefl  friends,  who  had 
long  prefled  him  to  vifit  his  country  fear..     Several 

s  Sti-ab.lib.  9,  p.  399.  Pli'n.  lib.  i7,.cap.i,M*i.  p.  48;  lib.  36, 
CDp.  ?,  t.  ii.  p.  724,  ft  cap.  i;,  p.  744,     Horat.  lib.  2,  od.  18. 
^  Xtnoph,  Rat,  Redit.  p,  v^^f     I* i v.  lib.  31,  cap.  26. 
^  Cliamller's  Travels  in  Grcec-j,  p,  I57, 

*  That  i'i  to  fay,  jl'Ianii^tc', 
^  Tliiicyci.  lib.  :,  cap.  55:. 

*  Whtcki's  Jojini'.y,  p.  44'?,     Vovag,  MSS, 
»  Xtf^.jpL.  :Ut.  llcdix.  p.  9:*, 
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cf  his  difciples  had  accompanied  him  to  thefe^folU 
tary  places.  I  know  not  what  tender  intereft  the 
furprife  occafioned  by  thefc  forruitous  meetings 
infpires,  but  our  interview  feemed  to  have  the  air 
of  a  dramatic  difcovery,  and  Theophilus  prolonged 
the  pleafure  of  it  by  detaining  us  at  his  houfe* 

The  next  day,  at  a  very  early  hour,  we  repaired 
to  Mount  Laurium,  where  are  the  filver  mines 
that  have  been  worked  from  time  immemorial ".. 
They  are  fo  rich,  that  the  veins  of  metal  feem  to 
have  no  end  ** ;  and  a  much  greater  number  of  pits 
might  be  funk,  if  fuch  undertakings  did  not  require 
confiderable  fums.  Befides  the  purchafing  of  in- 
ftruments,  and  the  erefting  of  houfes  and  furnaces, 
it  is  neceffary  to  have  a  great  number  of  flaves, 
the  price  of  which  continually  varies^  According 
as  they  are  (Ironger  or  weaker,  older  or  younger, 
they  coft  from  three  to  fix  hundred  drachmas*,  and 
tbmetimes  more  '.  When  the  adventurers  are  not 
rich  enough  to  purchafe  them,  they  contradl  for 
them  with  thofe  citizens  who  have  a  great  number 
of  them,  to  whom  they  pay  an  obolus  a  day  for 
each  flave  -f-. 

Every  individual  who,  on  his  own  account  or 
at  the   head  of  a  company,  undertakes  to  make 

■  Xenoph.  Rat.  Redlt.  p.  924. 

«  Id.  ibid.  p.  927. 

*  From  270  to  540  livres    (from  ill.  5s'.  to  23I.  los.) 

f  Dcmofth,  in  Aphob.  i,  p.  896. 

f  Three  fob  (three  halfpence). 

Vot.  V.  ■  D 
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new  researches,  mufi  purchafe  a  permiffion,  which 
can  only  be  granted  by  the  republic*.  He 
muft  addrefs  himfclf  to  the  magiftrates  who  have 
the  diredtion  of  the  department  of  the  mines.  If 
his  propofal  is  accepted,  it  is  entered  in  a  regifter, 
and  he  is  required  to  pay,  befides  the  premium  for 
his  privikge,  one  twenty-fourth  part  of  his  profits 
to  the  republic '  j  and  if  he  does  not  fulfil  his  en- 
gagements, the  grant  reverts  to  the  treafury,  by 
which  it  is  put  up  to  audion '. 

Formerly  the  fums  arifing  from  the  fale  of  the 
privileges  or  the  eventual  profits  of  the  mines, 
were  diftributed  to  the  people.  Themiftocles  in- 
duced the  general  aflfembly  to  enaft  that  they 
fliould  be  appropriated  to  the  building  of  (hips^ 
This  refource  fupported  the  Athenian  navy  during 
the  Peloponnefian  war.  Individuals  were  then 
feen  to  acquire  confiderable  wealth  by  the  mines% 
Nicias,  fo  unfortunately  rendered  famous  by  the 
expedition  into  Sicily,  let  out  to  an  adventurer  a 
thoufand  flaves,  for  whom  he  received  a  thoufand 
oboli,  or  1 66^  drachmas,  a  day  *.  Hipponicus  at 
the  fame  time  had  fix  hundred,  which  he  let  out 
in  like  manner  for  fix  hundred  oboli,  or  a  hun- 


1  Demoflh.  in  Pantzn.  p.  992. 
'  Suid.  in  'Ay^a^. 

•  Demofth.  in  Phcenip.  p.  102a. 

•  Plut.  in  Themift.  t.  i.  p.  li|. 

•  ijoliyrca  (61.58.) 
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dred  drachmas*  ".  According  to  this  calculation, 
Xcnophon  propofed  to  government  to  engage  in 
the  commerce  of  the  Haves  to  work  the  mines. 
For  a  beginning,  it  might  have  been  fufficient  to 
have  purchafed  twelve  hundred,  and  fucceffively 
to  have  augmented  the  number  to  ten  thoufand, 
which  would  have  produced  to  the  ftate  the  annual 
profit  of  a  hundred  talents  *  -j^. 

This  projed,  which  might  have  excited  the 
emulation  of  thofe  who  undectook  the  working  of 
the  mines,  was  not  carried  into  execution ;  and, 
toward  the  end  of  this  war,  it  was  perceived  that 
the  mines  produced  lefi>  than,  they  had  formerly 
done. 

Various  accidents  may  difappoint  the  hopes  of 
the  fpeculators ;  and  I  have  known  many  who 
have  ruined  themfelves  for  want  of  property,  or 
a  fufficient  knowledge  of  the  bulinefs  they  had 
undertaken*.  The  laws  however  have  omitted 
nothing  which  may  tend  to  their  encouragement. 
The  income  from  the  mines  is  not  reckoned 
among  the  property  which  obliges  a  citizen  to  con- 
tribute to  the  expences  of  the  fiate*.  PuniQi- 
ments  are  denounced  againd  thofe  who  Ihall  ob- 

"  ■    ■  ^  '  '■!■■  ■       ■!■■    I  l> 

*  oolivrcs  (3I.  I5<.) 

"  Xenoph.  R!at..Re4it.  p.  925. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  926. 

+  540>ooo  livrc8  (22,500!.) 

y  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  3*  p*  773* 

*  Demofth.  in  Pboenip.  p.  1022  ct  I02C« 
»  Id.  i5id. 
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ftruft  any  privileged  perfon  in  the  working  of  h\i 
part  of  the  mines,  either  by  carrying  away  his  ma- 
chines and  inftruments,  felting  fire  to  the  timbers 
and  ftays  made  iife  of  under  ground  *,  or  by  en- 
croaching on  his  limits,  for  the  grams  made  to* 
each  individual'  are  circumfcribed  by  boundaries- 
which  it  is  not  permitted  to  pafs  ^. 

We  entered  thefe  damp  and  unhealthy  places*^, 
and  witnefled  what  labour  it  cofts  to  tear  from  the 
bowels  of  the  earth  thofe  metals  which  are  def- 
tined  only  to  be  difcovered,  and  even  poffefled, 
by  flaves. 

On  the  fides  of  the  mountain,  near  the  pits  % 
are  conftrufted  forges  and  furnaces  ^  to  which  the- 
ore  h  carried,  to  feparate  tire  filver  from  the  other 
fubftances  with  which  it  is  mixed.  It  is  frequently 
found  united  to  a  fandy,  red  and  fliining  fubftance, 
from  which  has  lately  been  obtained,  for  the  firft 
time,  the  artificial  cinnabar  ^  *. 

The  traveller  through  Attica  muft  be  ftruck  with' 
the  contraft  prefented  by  the  two  claffes  of  work- 
men whofe  labours  are  employed  on  the  earth. 
The  one,  without  fear  and  uncxpofed  to  danger, 

«»  Poll.  lib.  7,  cap.  2^3,  §  98.  Pet.  Leg.  Att.p.  543. 
<  Demoilh.  in  Pantaen.  p.  992. 

*  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  3,  p.  773. 

*  Vitruv.  libr  7,  cap.  7. 

'  Demofth.  ibid.  p.  998.     Suid.  Harpocr.  et  Phot..  Lex.  Man. 

s  Theophyaft  de  Lapld.  J  104.     Plin.  lib.  339  cap.  7,  t.  ii.. 
p.  624.     Gniin.  Faft.  Attic,  t.  iii.  p.  262. 

*  This  difcoverjr  was  made  about  the  year  405  before.  Chnft* 
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•gather  on  the  furface  the  corn,  wine,  oil,  and  other 
Jruits,  in  which  they  are  permitted  to  participate. 
They  are  in  general  wtli  fed  and  well  clothed; 
they  have  their  moments  of  pleafure,  and  in  the 
midft  of  their  toil  breathe  a  free  air,  and  enjoy  the 
fplendour  of  heaven.  The  other,  buried  in  quar- 
ries of  marble  or  mines  of  filver,  continually  in 
danger  of  feeing  the  tomb  clofe  over  their  heads, 
are  only  guided  in  their  inceflant  labours  by  dim 
and  funereal  lights,  and  are  perpetually  furround- 
ed  by  a  grofs  and  frequently  deadJy  atmofphere. 
Unfortunate  (peftres,  to  whom  no  feeling  remains 
but  that  of  their  fiifferings,  nor  ftrength  but  what 
muft  be  employed  to  augment  the  pride  and  pomp 
of  their  matters  who  tyraanize  over  dacml  i  From 
this  comparifon  we  may  judge  which  are  the  true 
riches  that  nature  defigned  for  man. 

We  had  not  informed  Plato  of  our  journey  to 
the  mines.  He  wiflied  to  accompany  us  to  Cape 
Sunium,  diftant  from  Athens  about  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty  ftadia  **  *.  On  it  ftands  a.fuperb 
temple  confecrated  to  Minerva,  of  white  marble, 
and  of  the  Doric  order,  furrounded  by  a  periftylc, 
and  having,  like  that  of  Thefeus,  to  which  it  re- 
femblcs  in  its  general  difpofition,  fix  columns  in 
front,  and  thirteen  on  the  fides  *. 

*»  Strabo,  lib.  9,  p,  390, 

*  About  twelve  leac^ues  and  a  half. 

»  Lc  Roi  Ruilies  dc  la  Grcce,  part,  i.  p.  24. . 
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From  the  fummit  of  the  promontory  is  fccn,  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountain,  the  harbour  and  town  of 
Sunium,  which  is  one  of  the  fortreffes  of  Attica  ^ 
But  a  grander  fcene  excited  our  admiration.  Some- 
times we  permitted  our  eyes  to  wander  over  the 
vaft  plains  of  the  fea,  and  at  length  to  reppfc  oa 
the  profpefts  prefented  by  the  neighbouring  iflands. 
Sometimes  pleafing  recolleftions  feemed  to  bring 
nearer  to  us  the  ifles  which  efcaped  our  fight.  We 
faid :  On  that  fide  of  the  horizon  is  Tcnos,  i|i 
which  we  find  fuch  fertile  valleys  j  and  Delos, 
where  fuch  delightful  fcftivals  are  celebrated. 
Alexis  faid  to  me,  in  a  whifper  :  There  is  Ceos, 
where  I  faw  Glycera  for  the  firfl  time.  Philoxenus 
fhewed  tnCy  with  a  figh,  the  ifland  which  bears  the 
name  of  Helen;  in  whicl^,  ten  years  before,  he 
had  with  his  own  hands  ereLicd,  amid  myrtles  and 
cypreflf  s,  a  monunicnt  to  the  affeftionate  Coronis, 
and  whiiher  for  ten  years  he  had  reforted,  on  cer* 
*  tain  day?,  to  fprinlcle  with  hi*^  tears  her  coldalhca, 
ftill  dear  to  his  heart.  Plato,  on  whom  great  and 
hiblirnc  objects  had  always  made  a  ftrong  impref- 
lion,  feemed  to  have  fixed  his  whole  attention 
on  the  gulphs  \\W\d\  nature  has  e-\,cavated  to  rcr 
ceive  the  waters  of  the  ocean. 

In  the  mean  time  the  horizon  began  to  be  oven- 
dondcd  at  a  diftance  with  hot  and  gloomy  va- 


k  DcraoHh.  dc  Goj.  p.  479.    Paiifan.  lib.  i,  cap.  1,  p. 
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pours;  the  fun  grew  dim,  and  the  fmooth  and 
motionlefs  furfece  of  the  waters  affumed  a  melan- 
choly hue,  the  tints  of  which  inceflantly  varied. 
Already  the  heavens,  (hut  in  on  every  fide,  only 
prefented  to  our  view  a  dark  vault,  from  which 
iffued  ftreams  of  flame.     All  nature  appeared  to 
be  in  filent  and  fearful  expe(5bition,  and  in  a  ftatc 
of  inquietude,  which  communicated  itfelf  to  the 
inmoft  receflfes  of  our  fouls.    We  bought  an  afylum 
.in  the  veftibule  of  the  temple,  and  quickly  the 
thunder,  with  redoubled  peals,  broke  the  barrier 
of  darknefs  and  fire  fufpended  over  our  heads, 
thick  clouds  roUed  their  heavy  mafles  throu^  the 
air,  and  defcended  in  torrents  on  the  earth,  while 
the  winds,  unchained,  ruffaed  impetuoully  on  the 
fea,  and  upturned  its  enormous  billows.     The 
united  roarings  of  the  thunder,  the  winds,  the 
waves,  and  the  re-echoing  caverns  and  mountains, 
produced  a  dreadful  founfl,  which  feemed  to  pro- 
claim the  approaching  diflblution  of  the  univerfe. 
At  length,  the  north  wind  having  redoubled  its 
pfForts,  the  ftorm  departed,  to  carry  its  rage  into 
the  burning  climates  of  Africa.     We  followed  it 
with  our  eyes,  and  heard  it  howl  at  a  diftancc^ 
while  with  us  the  iky  again  fhone  with  a  purer 
fplendour,  and  that  fea,  which  had  fo  lately  daQied 
its  foaming  furges  to  the  clouds,  now  fcarcely  im* 
pelled  its  languid  waves  to  the  fliore. 

At  the  fight  of  fo  many  unexpefted  and  rapid 
D4 
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changes,  we  remained  for  fome  time  motionlers 
and  mute  ;  but  they  quickly  reminded  us  of  thofe 
doubts  and  qucftions  which  have  exercifed  the  cu- 
riofity  of  mankind  for  fuch  a  number  of  ages^ 
Why  thefe  feeming  errors  and  revolutions  in  na- 
ture ?  Are  they  to  be  attributed  to  chance  ?  But 
whence  then  is  it  that  the  clofe-connefted  chain  of 
beings,  though  a  thoufand  times  on  the  very  verge 
of  being  broken,  is  yet  perpetually  preferved  7 
Are  tempcfts  excited  and  appeafed  by  an  intelli- 
gent caufe  ?  But  what  end  does  that  caufe  pro- 
pofe  in  them,  and  whence  is  it  that  he  darts  his 
lightnings  on  the  defert,  while  he  fpares  the  na- 
tions whofe  guilt  loudly  calls  for  his  vengeance  ?. 
From  thefe  enquiries  we  proceeded  to  the  exiftence 
of  the  gods,  the  reduftion  of  chaos  to  form  and 
order,  and  the  origin  of  the  univerfe.  Wandering 
and  loft  in  the  mazes  of  thefe  ideas,  we  conjured 
Plato  to  guide  us  to  the  truth.  He  was  abforbed  in 
profound  meditation ;  it  feemed  as  if  the  terrible 
and  majeftic  voice  of  nature  ftill  refounded  in  his 
ears.  At  length,  overcome  by  our  entreaties,  and 
the  truths  which  he  revolved  in  his  labouring 
mind,  he  feated  himfelf  on  a  ruftic  feat,  and  hav-^ 
ing  placed  us  by  his  fide  *,  began  his  difcourfe  as 
follows  : 

Feeble  mortals  that  we  are  ' !  is  it  for  us  to  pc- 


*  See  Plate,  No.  28. 

i  Plat,  in  Tim.  t.  iii.  p,  99. 
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netrate  the  fccrets  of  die  Divinity;  for  ns,  the 
wifeft  of  whom  is  to  the  Supreme  Being  only  what 
an  ape-is  to  us  ^  ?  Proftratc  at  his  feet,  I  entreat 
bim  to  infpire  me  with  fuch  ideas  and  fuch  Ian* 
guage  as  (hall  be  pleafing  to  him,  and  (hall  appear 
to  you  conformable  to  reafon  ^. 

If  I  were  obliged  to  explain  myfelf  ia  the  pre-r 
fence  of  the  multitude  concerning  the  firft  Author 
of  all  things,  the  origin  of  the  univerfe,  and  the 
caufe  of  evil,  I  fliould  be  compelled  to  fpeak  ia 
enigmas  * ;  but  in  tbefe  folitary  places,  where  I 
am  only  heard  by  God  and  my  friends,  I  fhall 
have  the  fatisfadion  of  rendering  homage  to 
truth. 

The  God  which  I  declare  unto  you  is  a  God, 
fingle,  immutable,  and  infinite  ' ,  the  centre  of  all 
perfeftions,  and  the  inexhauftible  fourcc  of  intelli- 
gence and  being*.  Before  he  had  created  the  uni- 
verfe, before  he  had  externally  difplayed  hi's 
power,  he  was,  for  he  had  no  beginning  *" ;  he  was 
in  himfelf,  he  exifted  in  the  profundity  of  eternity. 
No;  my  expreffions  do  not  correfpond  to  the 
elevation  of  my  ideas,  nor  my  ideas  to  the  fubli- 
mity  of  my  fubjedt. 

»  HeracL  ap.  Plat,  in  Hipp.  Major,  t.  iii.  p.  289. 

»  Plat,  in  Tim.  t.  iii.  p.  27. 

<*  Id.  Epift.  2,  ad  Dionyf.  uiii.  p.  312.  Id.  in  Tim.  t.  iii. 
p.  28.     ^ 

P  Id.  in  Phxdon.  t.  i.  p.  78,  &c* 

^  Id.  in  Cratyl.  t.  i.  p.  396. 

'  Tim.  de  Anim.  Mund.  ap.  Flat.  t.  iii.  p.  96.  Plat*  in  Tim, 
jpafllm*    Id.  in  Phxdon.  t.  i.  p.  78. 
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Matter,  equally  eternal,  fubfiftcd  in  a  fearful  fcr* 
mentation,  containing  within  itfelf  the  germs  of  all 
^vils,  and  agitated  by  impetuous  motions,  which, 
fought  to  unite  its  parts,  and  deflrudive  principles, 
which  inftantly  feparated  them ;  fufceptiblc  of  every 
form,  but  incapable  of  retaining  any,  horror' and 
difcord  wandered  over  its  tumultuous  waves*.  The 
dreadful  confufion  which  you  have  fo  lately  feen 
in  nature,  was  but  a  feeble  image  of  that  which 
reigned  in  chaos* 

From  all  eternity,  God,  by  his  infinite  goodnefs, 
had  decreed  to  create  the  univerfe,  according  to 
the  model  ever  prefent  to  his  eyes  * ;  a  model  im- 
mutable, increated,  and  perfedl ;  an  idea  like  to 
that  which  an  artift  conceives  when  he  converts 
rude  (lone  into  a  fuperb  edifice ;  an  intelleftual 
world  of  which  the  vifiblc  is  only  the  copy  and 
the  cj^preflion  ^.  Whatever  in  the  univerfe  is  the 
objeft  of  our  fenfes,  and  all  that  efcapes  their  afti- 
vity,  was  traced  in  a  fublime  manner  in  the  firft 
plan ;  and  as  the  Supreme  Being  conceives  nothing 
but  what  is  real,  it  may  be  faid  that  he  had  pro- 
duced the  world  before  he  had  rendered  it  fen* 
fible. 

Thus  from  all  eternity  exifted  God,  the  author 

"         '  ■       I    m        11    111.   »  1  I  I      — —^By^  III 

•  T™.  de  Aiiim.  Mund.  ibid.  p.  94.  Plat,  in  Tim.  t.  iii. 
P«30,  51,  &c.  Diogen.  Lacrt.  lib.  3,  f  69.  Ciccr.  Academ. 
lib.  1 9 1.  ii.  p.  70. 

t  Tim.  d^  Am'iji.  Mund.  ibict  p.  93.  Plat,  in  Tim,  ibid.  p.  29. 
6cn€c.  Epift.  65. 
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of  all  good,  matter,  the  principle  of  all  evil,  and 
that  model  According  td  which  God  had  decer<- 
ftiitied  to  redupe  matter  to  order  *  *• 

When  tht  rhomei^t  decreed  for  this  great  work- 
had  arrived,  the  eternal  Wifdom  iffucd  his  com* 
mands  to  chao$,  and  inftantly  the  whole  mafs  was 
agitated  by  ^  fruftifying  and  unknown  motion. 
Its  parts,  which  had  before  been  feparated  by  an 
hnplacable  hatred,  haftened  to  unite,  and  to  em- 
brace and  enchain  each  other.  Fire,  for  the  firft 
time,  Ihone  in  the  midft  of  the  darknefs,  and  the 
iirr  feparated  from  the  earth  and  water  y,  Thefis 
(our  elements  were  deftined  to  form  the  compofi- 
iion  of  all  bodies  •. 

To  direft  their  motions,  God,  \vho  had  pre* 
pared  a  foul*,  compofcd  in  part  of  the  divine  cf- 
'^nceand  in  part  of  material  fobftance^  clodied 
it  with  the  earth,  the  fea,  and  the  grofs  air,  be- 
yond which  he  extended  the  deferts  of  the  heavens. 
From  thi$  intelligent  principle,  placed  in  the  centre 


.«  Plat,  in  Tim.  u  in-  p.  ip, 

^  Tim.  de  Anim.  Mund.  ap.  Flat,  t.  iii.  p.  94*  Flut.  de  TIac* 
Philof.  lib.'iy  cap.  Ii,  t.  ii.  p.  882.  Id,  de  Anim.  Procr^ 
p.  1014.  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  3,  ^  69.  Bruck.  Hift*  Philof*  t.  L 
p.  678  et  691.  , 

'    ■*  Archytas,  before  Plato,  had  admitted  three  principles,  God, 
matter,  and  form  (Arch.  ap.  Stob.  Eclog.  Phyf.  lib.  r,  p.  82}* 

y  Plat,  in  Ti"^«  t.  iii.  p.  53. 

'•  Id.  ibid,  pi  32. 

*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

'  Tioif  de  Anim.  Mund.  ap.  Plat,  tt  iii.  p.  95.  Piatt  in  Tim. 
t.  iii.  p.  34.  ' 
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of  the  univerfe^,  ifTue  as  ic  were  rays  of  flame, 
which  arc  more  or  lefs  pure  as  they  are  more  or 
lefs  diftant  from  their  centre ;  which  infinuate 
themfelves  into  bodies  and  animate  their  parts ; 
and  which,  arrived  at  the  boundaries  of  the  world, 
^iffufe  themfclves  over  its  circumference,  and  form 
all  around  it  a  crown  of  light  ^, 
,  Scarcely  had  the  univerfal  foul  been  plunged 
into  this  ocean  of  matter  which  conceals  it  from 
our  view  ^,  when  it  tried  its  ftrength,  and  feveral 
times  (baking  and  rapidly  turning  on  itfelf  the 
mighty  whole,  it  drew  after  it  the  entire  univerfc 
gbedient  to  its  efforts. 

If  this  foul  had  only  been  a  pure  portion  of  the 
divine  fubftance,  its  aftion,  ever  fimple  and  con- 
ftant,  would  have  impreffedonly  one  uniform  mo- 
tion on  the  whole  mafs ;  but  as  matter  made  a 
part  of  its  cfftncCy  that  occafioned  variety  in  the 
progreffion  of  the  univerfe.  Thus,  while  one  ge- 
neral impulfe,  produced  by  the  divine  part  of  the 
univerfal  foul,  caufed  the  whole  to  revolve  from 
eaft  to  weft  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours,  a 
particular  impulfe,  produced  by  the  material  por- 
pioq  of  that  foul,  caufed  the  part  of  the  heavens  ii; 


^  Tim.  de  Anim.  Mund.  ap.  Plat.  t..ui.  p.  95.     Plat.  inTim^ 
t.  ill.  p.  36. 
«  Mem.  dc  PAcad.  dcs  Bell.  Letti  t.  xx)sii.  p,  19. 
^  Plat,  iq  Tim.  p.  36. 
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^hich  the  planets  float  to  advance  from  weft  to 
eaft,  according  to  certain  ratios  of  velocity  *. 
.  To  conceive  the  caufc  of  thefe  two  contrary 
motions,  we  muft  obfervc  that  the  divine  part  of- 
the  univerfal  foul  is  ever  in  oppofition  to  the  naa- 
terial  part ;  that  the  former  is  moft  abundantly 
found  toward  the  extremities  of  the  world,  and  the 
latter  in  the  beds  of  air  which  furround  the  earth  ^ ; 
and  that,  in  fine,  when  motion  was  to  be  given  to 
the  univerfe,  tlhe  material  part  of  the  foul,  unable 
entirely  to  refift  the  general  dircftion  given  by  the 
divine  part,  coUefted  the  remains  of  the  irregular 
motion  which  had  agitated  it  in  chaos,  and  com- 
municated it  to  the  fpheres  which  furround  our 
globe. 

The  univerfe  in  the  mean  time  was  full  of  life. 
This  only  fon,  this  begotten  God  •,  had  received 
a  fpherical  figure,  the  moft  peifeft  of  all  forms  *•, 
and  was  fubjefted  to  a  circular  motion,  the  moft 
fimple  of  all  and  the  moft  fuitable  to  its  form  '• 
The  Supreme  Being  furvcyed  his  work  with  com- 
placency ^,  and  having  compared  it  with  the  model 
which  he  had  followed  in  his  operations^  faw  with 


e  Tim,  ap.  Plat.  t.  lii.  p.  96.     Plat.  ibid.  p.  38* 
^  Tim.  de  Anim.  Mund.  ap.  Plat.  1. 111.  p.  96. 
s  Id.  ibid.  p.  94.     Bruck.  HifL  Phil.  t.  i.  p.  705* 
^  Plat,  in  Tim.  t.  iii.  p.  33. 
^  Id.  ibid.  p.  34* 
^  Id.  ibid.  p.  37. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


46         TRAVELS    IN    GFlEECE. 
pleafure  that  the  principal  features  of  the  original 
were  faithfully  expreffed  in  the  copy. 
'  But  there  was  one  exalted  property  which  it 
could  not  receive ;  eternity,  the  eflential  attribute 
of  the  intelleftual  world,  of  which  the  vifihle  wai 
not  fufceptible.     As  it  was  not  poflible  that  thcfe 
worlds  (hould  poffefs  the  fame  perfcftions,  God 
willed  that  they  (hould  have  fimilar.     He  created 
time,  that  moveable  image  ^  of  immoveable  eter- 
nity *i  time  which,  inceflantly  beginning  and  end- 
ing the  circle  of  days  and  nights,   months  and 
years,  fcems  in  its  courfe  to  know  neither  beginning 
nor  end,  and  to  meafure  the  duration  of  the  fen* 
iible  world  as  eternity  meafures  that  of  the  intel- 
leftual;  time,  in  fine,  which  would  have  left  nd 
traces  of  its  prefence,  had  not  vifible  figns  been 
appointed  to  diftinguiQi  its  fugitive  parts,  and  td 
regifter,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  its  motions  ".     With 
this  view  the  Supreme  Being  enkindled  the  Sun  *, 
and  impelled  him  with  the  other  planets  through 
the  vaft  folitude  of  the  air,  whence  that  luminary 
inundates  heaven  with  his  fplendour,  fheds  his 
light  on  the  paths  of  the  planets,  and  fixes  the  limits 
qf  the  year,  as  the  Moon  determines  thofe  of  the 


1  Tim.  de  Anim.  Mund.  ap.  Plat.  t«  iiL  p.  97.    Flat,  in  Tim. 

P*  37- 

*  Roufleau,  in  his  Ode  to  Prince  Eugene,  liai  Innrowcd  thia 
cxpreilion  from  Plato« 

*  Plat.  ibid.  p.  38. 

*  Id*  ibid.  p.  39* 
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months.  The  planets  Mercury  and  Venns,  borne 
along  by  the  fphere  over  which  he  prefides,  con- 
tinually accompany  him  in  his  progrefs.  Mars, 
5upiter,  and  Saturn,  have  alfo  their  particular  pe- 
riods unknown  to  the  vulgar  ^ 

And  now  the  Author  of  all  things  thus  addreffed 
the  genii  to  whom  he  had  confided  the  govern- 
ment of  the  ftars  '  ;  **  Ye  gods,  who  owe  to  mc 
your  birth,  liften  to  my  fovereign  commands. 
You  have  not  a  title  to  immortality,  but  you  may 
participate  in  it  by  the  power  of  my  will,  more 
potent  than  the  bonds  that  unite  the  parts  of  which 
you  are  compofed.  It  remains,  to  give  perfeftion 
to  this  grand  whole,  to  fill  with  inhabitants  th^ 
feas,  the  earth,  and  the  air.  Were  thefe  creatures 
to  receive  life  immediately  from  me,  they  would 
be  exempt  from  the  empire  of  death,  and  become 
equal  to  the  gods  themfelves.  I  therefore  commit 
to  you  the  care  of  producing  them.  Delegates  of 
my  power,  unite  to  perilhable  bodies  the  germs  of 
immortality  which  you  fhall  receive  from  me. 
Form  efpecially  beings,  who  may  command 
over  other  animals  and  be  fubjed  to  you.  Let 
them  receive  birth  at  your  command,  live  and  in- 
Cfisafe  by  your  benefaftions;  and,  after  their  death. 


-*  Ttra.  de  ABim.  MwkL  ap.  Pht.  t.  UL  g.  ^6.    Plat,  ia  Tim., 
p  Platrtbu].  p«40ct4i. 
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let  them  be  united  to  yon,  and  (hare  in  your  hap-' 
pinefs." 

He  faid,  and  immediately  pouring  into  the  cup 
in  which  he  had  mixed  the  foul  of  the  world  tltff 
remains  which  he  had  referred  of  that  foul,  he 
compofed  the  fouls  of  individual  creatures ;  and 
adding  to  thofe  of  men  a  portion  of  tl>e  divind 
cflenceS  he  annexed  to  them  irrevocable  deftinieg^ 

Then  was  it  decreed  that  mortals  capable  of 
knowing  and  ferving  the  Divinity  fliould  be  born  ; 
that  the  man  (hould  have  pre-eminence  over  the 
woman  ;  that  juflrice  (hould  confift  in  triumphing 
over  the  paffions,  and  injuftide  in  yielding  to  them ; 
that  tixe  juft  after  death  (hall  pafs  into  the  ftars, 
and  there  enjoy  an  unalterable  felicity ;  and  that 
the  unjuft  (hall  be  changed  into  women,  or,  if  they 
continue  unjuft,  tt3nfmigrate  into  the  bodies  of 
different  animals,  and  that  they  (hall  not  be  re- 
ftored  to  the  primitive  dignity  of  their  exiftence 
until  they  (hall  have  become  obedient  unto  the 
voice  of  reafon  ^ 

After  thefe  immutable  decrees,  the  Supren^ 
Being  diflfeminated  fouls  in  the  planets ;  and, 
having  commanded  the  inferior  gods  to  clothe 
them  fucceffively  with  mortal  bodies,  to  provide 
for  their  wants,  and  to  govern  them,  he  again  en- 

tered  into  eternal  repofe  ■• 

^ ,— , ... 

*  Tim.  de  Anim.  Mund.  ap.  Plat.  t.  lii.  p.  99. 
<  Plat,  in  Tim.  t.  iii.  p.  42. 
»  Id.  ibid. 

Immediately 
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Immediately  fecond  caufes  having  borrowed 
from  matter  particles  of  the  four  elements,  bound 
them  with  invifible  bGbds "",  and  colleded  around 
the  fouls  the  different  parts  of  bodies  deftined  to 
fcrve  them  for  vehicles  to  convey  them  from  place 
to  placed. 

The  immortal  and  rational  foul  was  aiSgned  its 
place  in  the  brain,  in  the  mod  elevated  part  of  the! 
body,  to  regulate  its  motions  *.  But  beiides  this 
divine  principle,  the  inferior  gods  formed  a  mortal 
(bul,  deftitute  of  i^eafon,  in  which  were  to  reiide 
pleafure  which  attracts  evil,  and  pain  which  makes 
good  difappear;  audacity  and  fear,  the  fources  of 
imprudent  aftions;  anger  fo  difficult  to  calm,  hope 
which  fo  eafily  feduces,  and  all  the  violent  paf- 
fions  which  are  the  neceffary  adjuncts  of  our  nature. 
This  foul  occupies  in  the  human  body  two  region* 
feparated  by  an  intermediate  partition.  The  iraf- 
ciblc  part,  endowed  with  ftrength  and  courage, 
was  placed  in  the  bread,  where,  iituated  tnore  near 
to  the  immortal  foul,  it  may  more  diftindly  hear 
the  voice  of  reafon,  and  where  befides  all  things 
concur  to  moderate  its  frantic  tranfports;  the  air 
which  we  refpire,  the  liquids  with  which  we  af- 
fuage  our  thirft,  and  even  the  veffels  which  diftri- 
bute  the  fluids  through  all  the  parts^  of  the  body. 


*  Plat.  \fi  Tim.  t.  ill.  p.  43. 
y  Id.  ibid.  p.  69. 

*  Tim,  de  /    •      **     • 
Tim*  p.  69. 

Vot.  V. 


J  id.  Ibid.  p.  69. 

«  Tim.  de  Aium«  Mirnd*  ap.  FlaU  t.  iiL  p.  99  ct  too.    Flat, 
in  Tim.  p.  6p. 
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In  fad^  ic  is  by  their  means  that  reafon,  infoitned 
of  the  efforts  pf  anger  as  they  take  birth,  awakehs 
all  the  fcnfes  by  lier  menac^es  and  her  cries,  and 
forbids  them  to  join  in  the  culpable  excefles  of  the 
heart,  which,  in  defpite  of  itfelf,  it  retains  in  obe- 
dience *. 

Still  farther,  and  in  the  region  of  the  ftomacb, 
was  enchained  that  other  part  of  the  mortal  foul 
which  is  only  occupied  by  the  grofs  ncceffities  of 
life;  a  greedy  and  ferocious  animal,  that  was 
placed  at  a  diftance  from  the  part  in  which  the 
immortal  foul  reiides^  that  it  might  not  difturb 
its  operations  by  its  clamours  and  its  howlings. 
The  immortal  part  has  neverthelefs  continually 
prefervcd  its  fupcriority  over  it,  and,  unable  to 
govern  it  by  reafon,  has  fubjugated  it  by  fear.  As 
it  is  placed  near  the  liver,  the  rational  and  eternal 
foul  paints  in  this  (hining  and  poli(hed  vifcus  the 
objedls  moft  proper  to  terrify  it^.  It  then  views 
in  this  mirror  only  frightful  and  menacing  wrinkles, 
and  dreadful  fpeftres,  which  fill  io  with  inquietude 
and  difguft.  At  other  times,  to  thefe  gloomy 
profpects  fucceed  more  pleafing  and  lively  images; 
peace  reigns  around  it,  and  then  is  it  that,  during 
fleep,  it  forefees  remote  events.  For  the  inferior 
gods,  commanded  to  endow  us  with  all  the  per- 
feftions  of  which  we  are  fufceptible,  have  ordained 
that  this  blind  and  grofs  portion  of  our  foul  (hould 

*  Plat,  in  Tim.  t.  iiu  p.  70. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  71. 
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be  enlightened  by  a  ray  of  truth.  This  privilegd 
cannot  be  be(lowed  on  the  immortal  foul^  fince 
futurity  is  never  unveiled  to  reafon^  and  only  ma<* 
nifefted  in  fleep,  during  ficknefs^  or  in  the  tranf^ 
ports  of  enthufiafm  *. 

The  qualities  of  matter,  the  phenomena  of  na- 
ture, the  wifdom  which  efpccially  (hines  confpl- 
cuous  in  the  difpofition  and  ufes  of  the  parts  of  the 
human  body,  and  various^  other  objefts  worthy  of 
the  greateft  attention,  would  lead  me  too  far ;  I 
therefore  return  to  what  I  at  firft  propofed. 

God  could  create,  and  has  created,  only  the  beft 
of  poffible  worlds**,  becaufe  he  worked  on  a  rude 
and  diforderly  matter  which  inccflantly  oppofed 
his  will  with  the  mod  ftubborn  rcfiftance.  This 
oppofition  ftill  fubfifts*;  and  hence  tempefts, 
earthquakes,  and  all  the  revolutions  which  take 
place  on  our  globe.  The  inferior  gods  when  they 
formed  us  were  obliged  to  employ  the  fame  means 
as  the  Supreme  Divinity  ^  and  hence  the  maladies 
of  the  body,  and  thofe,  Hill  more  dangerous^  of  the 
foul.  All  which  is  good  in  the  univerfe  in  gene- 
ral, and  in  man  in  particular,  proceeds  from  the 
Supreme  God ;  and  all  that  is  dcfeftive  in  them  is 
to  be  attributed  to  the  vidoufnefs  inherent  in 
matter  e. 


t  <^  Rat.  in  Tim.  t.  iii.  p.  71* 

'  .  *  Id.  ibid,  p^  306156.     Scnec.  Epift<65< 

<^  Plat.  inThcxt  t^  1.  p.  fjCi 

I  ^  Id.  in  Tiiii.  t.  iii.  p.  44. 

1  «  Idrf  ibid.  p.  47,  ct  in  Politic,  t.  ii.  p.  ijp 

:  E  2     * 
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CHAP.        LX. 

Jimarkable  Events  in  Greece  and  Sicily  (from  the 
year  357  to  the  year  354  before  Cbriji).  Expedi^- 
tion  of  Dion.  Profecution  of  the  Generals  Ttmo- 
tbeus  and  Ipbicrates.    Beginning  of  the  Sacred  fVar. 


I  HAVE  faid  above  *  that  Dion,  banifhed  from 
Syracufe  by  king  Dionyfius  his  nephew,  had 
at  length  refolved  to  deliver  his  country  from  the 
yoke  under  which  it  groaned.  Leaving  Athens, 
he  departed  for  the  ifland  of  Zacynthus,  the  ren- 
dezvous of  the  troops  which  he  had  for  fome  time 
aiTembled. 

He  there  found  three  thoufand  men,  the  greater 
part  raifed  in  Peloponnefus,  all  of  tried  valour,  and 
rcgardlefs  of  danger  •*.  They  were  yet  ignorant  of 
their  deftination,  but  when  they  learned  that  they 
were  to  attack  a  foyereign  defended  by  a  hundred 
thoufend  infantry,  ten  thoufand  cavalry,  four  hun- 
dred galleys,  numerous  fortrefles,  immenfe  riches 


*  Sec  Chap.  XXXIII. 

^  Plat.  Epift.  79  t.  ill.  p.  333.    Anflot.  dc  Rheter.  oap.  9» 
t.ii.  p*  623,    Diod.  Sic*  lib.  x6,  p.  420. 
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and  formidAble  alliances  %  they  only  beheld  in  the 
projeded  enterprife  the  defpair  of  a  profcribed 
exile>  who  was  ralhly  eager  to  facrifice  every  thing, 
to  his  revenge.  Dion^  on  the  other  fide,  reprc- 
fented  to  them  that  they  were  not  to  march  againfl 
the  mod  powerful  empire  in  Europe,  but  the  mdft 
contemptible  and  feeble  of.  monarchs  ^.  "  I  am 
not,"  added  he,  "  in  want  of  foldiers ;  thofc  of 
Dionyiius  will  foon  be  at  my  command :  I  have 
only  feleded  leaders  who  may  give  them  examples 
of  courage  and  leflbns  of  difcipline  K  I  am  fo 
certain  of  the  fuccefs  of  our  enterprife,  and  the 
glory  which  mud  redound  to  us  from  it,,  that  were 
I  to  perilh  in  the  moment  of  our  arrival  at  Sicily, 
I  Ihould  ftili  efteem  myfelf  happy  in  having  coa- 
dufted  you  thither  " ." 

This  harangue  had  infufed  new  courage  into 
his  foldiers,  when  an  eclipfe  of  the  moon  revived 
all  their  former  fears  *  ;  but  thefe  were  again  dif** 
fipated  by  the  firmnefs  of  Dion,  and  the  anfwer 
of  the  augur  of  the  army,  who,  when  qudftioned 
concerning  the  omen,  anfwered  that  the  power  of 
the  king  of  Syracufe  was  on  the  point  of  hieing 


•^  I)io<L  Sic,  lib.  i6, p.  413.  iElian.  Var.  Hift. Ub,  €,  cap.  lu 
Nep.  in  Dion.  cap.  5. 

^  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5,  cap*  ip,  t^  ii.  p.  404; 

^  Plut.  in  Dion,  t,  i.  p.  967. 

»  Ariftot.  ibid.  p.  405. 

*  This  eclipfe  happened  on  the  9th  of  "Auguft  of  the  year  be- 
fore Cbrift  357.     See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volumcr 
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€clipfed  '.  The  foldiers  immediately  embarked, 
to  the  number  of  eight  hundred  ^,  and  the  remain- 
der of  the  troops  were  to  follow,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Heraclides.  Dion  had  only  two  Qiips  of 
burden,  and  two  lighter  veflels,  all  abundantly 
provided  with  arms^  warlike  ftores,  and  provi- 
Sons'. 

This  fmall  fleet,  which  a  violent  tempeft  drove 
toward  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  on  rocks  where  it 
was  in  danger  of  being  wrecked,  at  length  arrived 
at  the  port  of  Minoa,  in  the  fouthern  part  of 
Sicily.  This  was  a  fortrefs  appertaining  to  the 
Carthaginians.  The  governor,  from  friendftiip  to 
Dion,  or  perhaps  to  foment  difturbances  bene- 
ficial xo  the  intereft  of  Carthage,  fupplied  tho 
troops,  fatigued  by  a  perilous  and  difficult  voy- 
age, with  every  neceilary,  Dion  wifhed  to 
allow  them  fome  time  to  reft ;  bvt  they,  having 
learned  that  Dionyfius  had  a  few  days  before 
embarked  for  Italy,  preffed  their  general  to 
lead  them  with  all  poffible  expeditioa  to  Syra-. 
cufe  y 

In  the  mean  time  the  report  of  the  arrival  of 
Dion,  fpreading  with  rapidity,  filled  the  whole 
pountry  with,  hope  and  fear.  Already  the  inhabir 
tanfs  of  Agrigentum,  Gela,  and  Camarina,  had 


n  Plut.  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  968. 
•  Id.ibid.p.  967. 
?  Id.  ibid,  p,  968. 
H  Id.  ibid,  p,  969. 
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oome  over  to  him,  and  tho(e  of  Syracufe  and  the 
neighbouring  country  reforted  to  his  army  in 
crowds.  To  five  thoufand  of  thefe  he  diftributed 
the  arms  which  he  had  brought  from  Peloponne- 
fus^  The  principal  inhabitants  of  the  capital, 
habited  in  white  robes,  received  him  at  the  gates 
of  the  city  %  which  he  entered  at  the  head  of  his 
troops,  who  marched  in  filence,  followed  by  fifty 
thoufand  perfons,  who  made  the  air  ring  with  their 
fliouts  *.  At  the  found  of  the  trumpet  the  clamour 
ceafed,  and  the  herald  who  preceded  him  declared 
Syracufe  free,  and  tyranny  deftroyed.  At  thefe 
words  tears  of  grateful  emotion  dreamed  from 
every  eye,  and  nothing  was  heard  but  a  confufed 
mixture  of  loud  fliouts  and  vows  addreffed  to 
heaven.  The  incenfe  of  facrifice  fmoked  in  the 
temples  and  the  ftreets,  and  the  people,  in  the  ex- 
cefs  of  their  joy  and  gratitude,  proftrated  them- 
fclves  at  the  feet  of  Dion,  invoking  him  as  a  be- 
neficent divinity,  and  throwing  flowers  over  him. 
A  moment  after  they  fell  furfoufly  on  the  odious 
race  of  fpies  and  informers  with  which  the  city 
fwarmed,  and  maffacred  them  without  mercy;  and 
thefe  fcenes  of  horror  increafed  the  general  joy  ". 

Dion  .continued  his  auguft  march  through  the 
midft  of  tables  fpread  on  each  fide  of  the  flxcet, 

''  Diod.  Sic^lib.  169  p.  414. 

•  Plut.  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p,  970^ 
'  Diod.  Sic.  ibid.  p.  415. 

•  Plut,  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  970f 
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When  he  came  to  the  forum  he  (topped,  and,  from 
an  elevated  place,  addrefled  the  people,  to  whom 
he  again  offered  liberty,  exhorting  them  to  defend 
it  with  fortitude,  and  conjuring  them  to  place  at 
the  head  of  the  republic  only  fuch  men  as  (hould 
be  able  to  condud  it  in  circumftances  fo  critical. 
The  people  nominated  himfelf  and  his  brother 
Megacles ;  but  however  illu(lrious  and  honourable 

.  they  efteemed  the  power  with  which  they  were  to 
be  inverted,  tliey  refufed  to  accept  it  but  on  con- 
dition that  twenty  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of 
Syracufe,  thfe  greater  part  of  whom  had  been  pro- 
fcribed  by  Dionyfius,  (hould  be  afligned  them  as 
a(rociates. 

Some  days  after,  I^onyfius,  informed  too  late 
of  the  arrival  of  Dion ",  returned  by  fea  to  Syracufe, 
and  entered  the  citadel,  which  was  held  blocked 
up  by  a  wall  that  had  been  built  round  it*  He 
immediately  fent  deputies  to  Dion  *,  who  direde4 
them  to  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  people.  Whea 
Emitted  to  the  general  a(rembly,  they  endea- 
voured to  gain  its  favour  by  the  moft  flattering 
offers ;  fuch  as  a  diminution  of  the  taxes,  and  an 
exemption  from  military  fervice  in  all  wars  under-j 
taken  without  the  confent  of  the  affembly.  Dio-f 
^yfius  promifed  every  thing,  but  the  people  re- 


*  Plut.  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  969*     Diod.  lib*  16,  p.  415. 
»  Plut.  ibid.  p.  971* 
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quired  that  the  abolition  of  tyranny  Ihould  be  the 
firft  condition  of  the  treaty. 

The  king,  who  meditated  an  aft  of  perfidy,  pro* 
traded  the  negociation,  and  caufed  a  report  to  be 
circulated  that  he  confented  to  reiign  his  autho* 
rity  T,  At  the  fame  time  he  ferit  for  the  deputies 
from  the  people,  and  having  detained  them  during 
the  whole  night,  commanded  a  fally  at  the  break- 
of  day.  The  barbarians  who  cdmpofed  the  garri- 
fon  attacked  the  wall  which  fbut  in  the  citadel, 
demoliflied  a  part  of  it,  and  repulfed  the  troops 
of  Syracufe,  who  believing  that  an  accommoda- 
tion would  fpeedily  be  concluded,  had  fuffered 
themfelves  to  be  furprifed. 

Dion,  convinced  that  the  fate  of  his  country  de* 
pended  on  the  event  of  this  day,  faw  no  other  re- 
(burce  to  encourage. the  intimidated  troops  than 
to  carry  valour  to  temerity.  He  calls  them  to 
ru(h  into  the  midft  of  their  enemies,  not  with  his 
voice,  which  it  is  no  longer  poffible  they  (hould 
hear,  but  by  his  example,  which  fills  thehi  with 
aftonifliment,  and  which  they  hefitate  to  follow. 
He  fingly  makes  his  way  through  the  viftorious 
enemy,  numbers  of  whom  fall  beneath  his  fwoixl, 
but  at  length  is  wounded^  ftruck  down,  and  car- 
ried off  by  fome  Syracufan  foldiers,  whofc  return- 
ing courage  infpires  him  with  new  ftrength.  He 
»■'■■■  I        ■  ■  ■■"     .   ' '  ■■  ' ' 

T  Plut.  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  971.     Biod.  Sic.  Hb.  16,  p.  416. 
Po]yxn.  Strateg.  lib.  5,  cap.  2,  §  7. 
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immediately  mounts  his  horfe,  collefts  the  fugi- 
tives, and  with  his  hand  that  had  been  pierced 
by  a  lance,  (hews  them  the  fatal  field  in  which  it 
muft  quickly  be  decided  whether  they  (hall  pafs 
the  remainder  of  their  days  in  liberty  or  bondage. 
A  moment  after  he  flies  to  the  camp  of  the  Pelo- 
ponnelian  troops,  and  brings  them  up  to  the.com- 
bat.  The  barbarians,  exhaufted  with  ^tigue, 
only  made  a  feeble  reliflance,  and  fled  to  conceal 
their  fhame  in  the  citadel.  The  Syracufans  dif- 
tributed  a  hundred  minae  *  to  each  of  the  foreign 
foldiers,  who  unanimoufly  decreed  a  crown  of  gold 
to  their  general  *, 

Dionyfius  then  perceivcfd  that  it  would  be  im- 
poflible  for  him  to  triumph  over  his  enemies  un- 
Icfs  he  could  difunite  them,  and  refolved  to  em- 
ploy the  fame  artifices  to  render  Dion  fufpeded 
to  the  people,  which  he  had  formerly  made  ufe  of 
to  render  him  odious  to  them.  Hence  tbofe  whifi- 
pered  rumours  which  he  caufed  to  be  fpread 
through  Syracufe,  thofe  intrigues  and  fufpicions 
with  which  he  difturbed  the  peace  of  fimilies,  thofe 
infidious  negociations,  and  that  fatal  correfpon- 
dence  which  he  maintained  both  with  Dion  and 
the  people.  All  his  letters  were  communicated  to 
the  general  alTembly.  One  day  one  was  found 
with  this  addrefs ;  To  my  Father.    The  oyracufans, 

*  9COO  li\Tes  (375I.) 

2  Plut.in  Pion.  t.  i.  p.  971. 
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who  believed  it  to  be  from  Hipparinirs,  Dions 
fon^  did  not  offer  to  look  into  it,  but  Dion  opened 
it  himfelf.     Dionyfius  had  forefeen  that  (hould  he 
refufe  to  read  it  publicly,  it  would  excite  fufpicion ; 
and  that  if  he  read  it,  it  rauft  infpire  fears.    It  was' 
in  the  hand-writing  of  the  king,  who  had  expreffed 
himfelf  in  the  mod  artful  manner,  and  inlifted 
much  on  the  reafons  which  ought  to  induce  Dion 
to  defcrt  the  interefts  of  the  people.     His  wife,  his 
fon,  and  his  fitter,  were  (hut  up  in  the  citadel,  and 
on  thefe  Dionyfius  might  take  cruel  vengeance, 
Thefe  indired  menaces  were  fucceeded  by  com- 
plaints and  entreaties  equally  capable  of  moving  a 
mind  of  fenfibility  and  generofity.     But  the  moil 
virulent  poifon  was  concealed  in  the  following 
words  :  "  Recolle6t  the  zeal  with  which  formerly,  - 
while  you  were  with  me,  you  fupported  tyranny. 
Far  from  reftoring  liberty  to  men  who  muft  hate 
you,  becaufe  they  remember  the  evils  of  which  you 
have  been  the  author  and  the  inftrument,  keep  in 
your  own  hands  the  power  which  they  have  confided 
to  you,  and  which  alone  can  enfure  your  fecurity, 
and  that  of  your  family  and  your  friends*.'* 

Dionyfius  could  not  have  derived  more  advan* 
tage  from  the  gaining  of  a  battle  than  he  did  from 
this  letter.  Dion  appeared  to  the  people  as  under 
the  moft  unavoidable  ncceflity  to  keep  meafures 

*  Hut.  in  pioOf  t.  i.  p.  972.    Polyaen,  lib.  5^  cap.  a,  ^  8. 
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with,  or  to  reftore>  the  tyrant.  From  that  momeQt> 
he  might  have  forefeen  the  lofs  of  his  influence^  for 
when  once  confidence  is  injured  it  is  foon  deilroyed. 
In  the  mean  time  arrived,  under  the  conduct  of 
deraclides,  the  fecond  divifion  of  the  troops  from 
Peloponnefus.  Heraclides,  who  enjoyed  great 
credit  at  Syracufe  ^,  feemed  only  deftined  to  in* 
creafe  the  troubles  of  a  date.  His  ambition 
formed  projefts  which  his  ficklencfs  never  permit- 
ted him  to  carry  into  execution.  He  betrayed  all 
parties  without  efTefting  the  triumph  of  that  which 
he  efpoufed,  and  was  only  fuccefsful  in  multiplying 
intrigues  ufelefs  to  his  defigns.  Under  the  tyrants 
he  had  filled  with  di(lind:ion  the  firft  offices  in  the 
artny.  He  had  afterwards  joined,  deferted,  and 
again  returned  to  Dion.  He  poflefled  neither  the 
virtues  nor  the  abilities  of  that  great  man,  but  he 
furpafled  him  in  the  arts  of  pleaiing  and  gaining 
friends^.  Dion  repulfed  thofe  who  approached 
him  by  a  cold  reception,  and  the  feverity  of  his 
manners  and  his  mind.  His  friends  to  no  pur« 
pofe  exhorted  him  to  become  more  affable  and 
acceffible,  and  Plato  in  vain  told  him  in  his  letters, 
ch^  to  be.  ufeful  to  men  it  was  neceflary  to  begin 
by  being  agreeable  to  them  ^*  Heraclides,  more 
eafy  and  indulgent,  becaufe  nothing  was  facred  in 


^  Diod.  Sic.  Hb.  i6,  p.  4x9. 
c  Flut.  in  Dion,  t*  i.  p.  972. 
'  Plat.  Epift.  4,  t.  iiL  p.  32 1. 
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his  eftcem,  corrupted  the  orators  by  his  prefenis, 
and  the  multitude  by  his  flatteries.  Tht  people 
had  already  refoived  to  throw  themfelves  into  his 
arms,  and  at  the  firft  meeting  of  the  aflcmbly  the 
command  of  the  fleet  was  conferred  upon  him. 
Dion,  arriving  in  the  moment,  reprefented  that 
the  new  office  was  a  difmemberment  of  his  own 
authority,  obtained  the  revocation  of  the  decree, 
and  afterwards  caufed  it  to  be  confirmed  in  a  more 
TCguIar  aflembly,  which  he  was  careful  to  convoke. 
He  was  befides  defirous  to  add  feveral  new  prero- 
gatives to  the  office  of  his  rival,  and  contented 
himfelf  with  making  remonftrances  to  him  in  pri* 
vate «. 

Heraclides  affefted  to  appear  fenfible  of  this  ge- 
nerous procedure.  Affiduous,  and  even  crouching 
to  Dion,  he  obferved,  anticipated,  and  executed 
his  commands,  apparently  with  all  the  eagernefs  of 
gratitude,  while  by  fecret  intrigues  he  created  in- 
vincible obftacles  to  his  defigns.  If  Dion  propofcd 
an  accommodation  with  Dionyfius,  fufpicions  wpre 
fpread  that  he  fecretly  maintained  a  good  under* 
ftanding  with  the  tyrant ;  and  if  he  made  no  fuch 
propofal,  it  was  faid  that  he  wiflied  to  continue 
the  war  as  long  as  poffible  to  perpetuate  his  own 
authority  ^ 

Thefe  abfurd  accufations  were  urged  with  ftill 


*  Plut.  in  Dion.  t.  i*  p.  972. 
f  Plut,ibid,p.973, 
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more  force  after  the  fleet  of  the  Syracufans  had 
defeated  chat  of  the  king,  commanded  by  Philif- 
tus  ^'.  The  galley  of  that  general  having  been 
driven  on.  (hore,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  an  irritated  populace,  who  before 
they  put  him  to  dpath  treated  him  with  the  utmoft 
barbarity,  and  dragged  him  ignominioufly  through 
the  ftreets  s.  Dionyiius  himfelf,  had  he  been  taken^ 
would  have  undergone  the  fame  fate*  He  there- 
fore, feeing  he  had  no  longer  any  refource,  gave 
up  the  citadel  to  his  fon  Apollocrates,  and  found 
means  to  efcape  into  Italy  with  his  wives  and 
treafures.  Heraclides  who,  in  quality  of  admiral, 
fhould  have  prevented  his  flight,  feeing  the  inha- 
bitants of  Syracufe  enraged  againft  him,  had  the 
addrefs  to  turn  the  ftorm  on  Dion,  by  fuddcnly 
propofing  a  divifion  of  the  lands  ^. 

This  propofition,  the  eternal  fourcc  of  diflenfions 
in  many  republican  ftates,  was  received  with  avi- 
dity by  the  multitude,  who  no  longer  circum- 
fcribed  their  claims  by  any  bounds.  The  oppofi- 
tion  of  Dion  occationed  a  revolt,  and  in  an  inftant 
obliterated  the  memory  of  his  fcrvices.  It  was 
dctenniiied  that  they  fl^ould  immediately  proceed 
to  a  divilion  of  the  lands,  that  the  Peloponnefian 
troops  Ihould  be  difmillcd,  and  that  ^the  adminif- 

*  UutltT  the  archoiifliip  of  Elpines,  in  the  year  before  Chrift 
3  5J.     DioJ.  p.419. 
u  Pint,  in  l)iou..t.  i.  p.  q'ta.     Diod.  ibid* 
^  JPlut.  ibid. 
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tration  of  affairs  (hould  be  confided  to  twenty-five 
new  magiftrates^  of  whom  Heraclides  (hould  be 
one*. 

Nothing  was  now  thought  of  but  to  depofe  and 
condemn  Dion.  As  the  adverfe  party  however 
greatly  feared  the  foreign  troops  he  had  with  him, 
attempts  were  made  to  feduce  them  by  the  moft 
fplendid  offers  ;  but  thofe  brave  warriors,  who  had 
been  treated  with  infult  by  being  deprived  of  their 
pay,  and  ftill  more  by  being  thus  fuppofcd  ca- 
pable of  treachery,  placed  their  general  in  the  midft 
of  them,  and  paffed  through  the  city,  purfued  and 
preffed  by  all  the  people,  to  whofe  outrages  they 
only  anfwered  by  reproaches  for  their  ingratitude  , 
and  their  perfidy,  while  Dion  to  pacify  them  had 
recourfe  to  intreaties  and  every  mark  of  tender- 
nefs  and  affedtion.  The  Syracufans,  afhamed  that 
they  had  fuffered  him  to  efcape,  fent  after  iiim,  to 
harafs  his  retreat,  troops  who  took  to  flight,  the 
moment  he  gave  the  fignal  to  attack  them. 

He  retired  to  the  territories  of  the  Leontines  ^, 
who  riot  only  confidered  it  as  an  honour  done  to 
themfelves  to  admit  him  and  his  brave  com- 
panions into  the  number  of  their  fellow  citizens, 
.  but  by  a  noble  generofity  refolved  to  procure  him 
a  fignal  fatisfaftion.  After  having  fent  ambafla- 
dors  to  Syracufe,  to  complain  of  the  injuftice  with 

*  Plut.  in  Dicn.  t.  i.  p.  975. 

k  Id*  ibid.     Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16,  p.  420. 
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which  the  deliverers  of  Sicily  had  been  treated^ 
and  received  deputies  from  that  city^  appointed  to 
accufe  Dion,  they  convoked  their  allies^  the  caufe 
was  difcufled  in  the  aflembly,  and  the  conduA  of 
-  the  Syracufans  unanimoufly  condemned. 

Far  from  acknowledging  the  juftice  of  this  Icn- 
tence,  the  people  of  Syracufe  congratulated  thcm- 
felves  on  having  at  once  (haken  off  the  yoke  of 
two  tyrants  by  whom  they  had  fucceffively  been 
opprefled;  and  their  joy  was  ftill  more  increafed 
by  fome  advantages  gained  over  the  (hips  of  IXo- 
nyfius,  which  came  to  bring  a  fupply  of  provifions 
for  the  citadel,  and  to  throw  into  it  fome  troops 
commanded  by  Nypfius  of  Neapolis*. 

That  able  general,  however,  believed  that  the 
time  to  fubdue  the  rebels  was  at  length  arrived* 
Encouraged  by  their  late  trivial  fuccefs,  the  info- 
lence  of  the  Syracufans  no  longer  fubmitted  to  * 
any  reftraint,  but  had  broken  every  bond  of  fuboY- 
dination  and  decency.  Their  days  were  pafled  in 
the  exceffes  of  the  table,  and  their  leaders  fufFered 
themfelves  to  be  hurried  away  by  a  liccntioufnefs 
they  could  no  longer  check.  Nypfius  fallied  from 
the  citadel,  threw  down  the  wall  by  which  it  had 
been  a  fecond  time  furrounded,  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  one  quarter  of  the  city,  and  gave  it  up  to 
pillage.  The  troops  of  Syracufe  were  repulfed, 
-      ^  -  -         .  -        ■  ■  -    ^ 

^  Flut.  in  Dion.  t«  i«  p.  976.    Diod.  Sic  lib.  i6p  p.  420. 
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tlie  inhabitants  maffacred^  and  their  wives  and 
children  laden  with  chains,  and  led  prifopers  to 
the  citadel."  The  aflembly  immediately  met,  and 
deliberated  in  tumult.  Terror  had  frozen  every 
mind,  and  defpair  no  longer  found  any  refourcc. 
At  thisaiioment  fomc  voices  were  heard  which  pro- 
pofed  the  recall  of  Dion  and  his  army.     The 

•  people  immediately  dqmanded  him  with  loud  ex- 
clamations: *' Let  him  come,"  faid  they;  *'may 
the  Gods  reftore  him  to  us,  that  he  may  once  more 
rnfpire  us  with  new  courage  ""." 

The  deputies-  appointed  to  make  known  to 
Dion  the  wilhes  of  the  people  were  fo  expeditious, 

.  that  they  arrived  on  the  fame  day  in  the  territories 
of  tbe  Leontines.  They  fell  at  the  feet  of  Dion, 
bathed  in  tears,  and  moved  his  compaffion  by  a 
lively  defcription  of  the  calamities  which  his  coun- 
try fufFered.  When  introduced  to  the  aflembly  of 
the  Leontines,  the  two  principal  ambaffadors  con* 
jured  the  people  to  fave  a  city  but  too  deferving 
both  of  their  hatred  apd  their  pity.. 

When  they  had  ended,  a  mournful  filence  reign- 
ed in  the  aflembly.  Dion  attempted  to  fpeak,  but 
tears  interrupted  his  words.  At  length,  encou- 
raged by  his  troops,  who  participated  in  his  grief, 
he  thus  addrefled  them  :  «'  Warriors  of  Pelopon- 
oefus^  and  you  faithful  allies,  it  is  for  you  to  deli- 

■»  Plut/in  Pioo)  X,  >•  p.  976.     Diod.  Sic.  lib.  i6,  p.  422. 
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berate  on  what  regards  yourfelves  ;  I,  for  my  partt 
have  not '  the  liberty  of  choice.  Immediate  dc- 
ftruftioBi  menaces  Syracufe,  ami  it  is  my  dtity  to 
feve  her,  or  bury  myfclf  beneath  her  ruins.  I 
place  myfelf  among  the  numbciF  of  hl^r  dcptsdes  ^ 
and  I  add^e  we  have  been  the  mod  imj^rudeRr,  and 
^e  now  are  the  moft  unforcunate  of  men.  If  you 
are  radved.at  our  pemorie,  haften  to  fuccour  » 
city  which  you  have  once  faved  :•  if  you  can  only 
fix  your  attention  on  our  in}.uftiee,  may  tke  god? 
at  kaft  recompenTe  the  zeal  and  iklelity  of  whicb 
fovi!  have  given  me  fuch  affefting  j^roofs  F  and 
nevci*  may  you  forget  that  Dion,  who  forfook  no« 
you  wheiT  his  country  was  in  feult,  and  never  will 
afbandon  iis  country  when  (he  is  unfortunate/" 

He  was  about  to  continue,  but  all  the  (bldiers^ 
with  t!ie  fivelieft  emotion,  exclaimed  with  one 
voice  t  **  Place  yourfelf  atour  headland  let  us  fly 
to  deliver  Sf  racufe/''  The  am&ad^idof  s,  overcome 
with  joy  and  gratitude,  threw  themfelves  on  their 
necks,  and  invoked  a  thoufand  bleffings  on  Dion^ 
who  only  gave  bis  trdops  time  to  take  a  flight  re- 


Scarcely  had  he  begun  his  march,  when  he  was 
ftiet  by  other  deputies,  fome  of  whom  prefled  him 
to  haften,  and  others  to  defer  his  return.  The  for- 
mer fpoke  in  the  name  of  the  wifeft  and  beft  part  of 

>fc     I     II  ■  ...t    ■■■•ii        I  I.  I     _  I  H       II    I 

»  Flttt^to  Diod»  U  i.  p.  977* 
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the  citizcm ;  the  latter  wcrt  the  agents  qf  the  op- 
t^dte  fadion;  The  enemy  having  retired^  the 
brators  had  again  appeared^  dnd  fowed  diifenlion 
5n  the  minds  of  the  people ;  a  part  of  whom,  in- 
duced by  their  clamours,  had  fefdlvedto  owe  their 
liberty  only  to  thenifclves,  and  to  feize  on  the 
gates  of  the  city,  to  exclude  all  Foreign  fuccour  j 
while,  on  the  other  fide,  the  more  fenfible  cit]2ens> 
terrified  at  fucth  fooiilh  prcfumption,  ufed  all  thei* 
efforts  td  confirm  the  recall  of  the  Peloponnefian 
roldiers%  Dion  did  not  think  it  propef  either  to 
fufpend  or  haften  hts  march.  He  advanced  ilowly 
towards  Syracufe,  and  was  only  at  the  diftance  of 
iixty  ftadia*,  when  courier^  fucceffively  arrived  from 
all  parties  and  all  ranks  of  the  citizens,  even  Hera* 
elides  himfelf,  bis  mod  implacable  enemy.  The 
befiegcii  had  made  a  new  fady,  and  while  fome 
cdmideted  the  deftniftion  of  the  wall  of  circumval'^ 
lation,  others,  like  raging  tigers,  attacked  the  in-' 
habitants^  without  dill:in<fHon  of  age  or  fex ;  whili 
DtherB>  to  form  an  impenetrable  barrier  againft  thd 
foreign  troops,  threw  firebrands  and  flaming  darts 
oh  the  houfes  contiguous  to  the  citadel  *. 

At  this  news  Dion  haflened  to  the  city  with  all 
polfible  fpeed.  Already  ht  perceived  the  flamed 
and  clouds  of  fmoke  which  rofe  in  the  air,  and 
heard  the  infolent  (hours  of  the  vidors,  and  thd 

.     . — . : ;       '■  ■  ■<< 

«  Hut.  in  Dion.  1. 1.  p.  977^ 
^  About  two  leafiiies  aiid  •  quarter* 
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lamentable  cries  of  .the  inhabitants.  He  arrivcctw 
]fhe  people  fell  at  his  feet,  and  the  enemy,  in  afto«^ 
flifliment,  drew  up, in  order  of  battle,  at  the  foot 
of  tl>e  citadel '.  They  chofe  this  poft  that  they 
might  be  defended  by  the  almoft  inacceflible  ruins 
©f  the  wall  they  had  deftroyed,  and  dill  more  by 
that  terrible  rampart  of  fire  which  their  fury  had 
enkindled. 

While  the  Syracufans  laviflied  on  their  general 
the  fame  acclamations  and  the  fame  titles  of  Sa* 
vioup  and  God  with  which  they  had  recfived  hia> 
on  his  firft  triumph,  his  troops  divided  into  co-' 
lumns,  and,  animated  by  his  example,  advanced  in 
good  order  through  the  burning  a(hes>  the  flaming 
timbers,  and  the  blood  and  dead  bodies  widi  which 
the^fquares  and  ftreets  were  filled;  and  through 
the, dreadful  darknefs  of  a  thick  fmoke,  by  the 
Aill  more  dreadful  tight  of  devouring  fires,  and 
amid  the  rains -of  houfes  which  fell  with  a  fearful 
crafh  on  every  iide  of  them*  When  arrived  at  the 
laft  intrenchment,  they  pafled  it  with  the  fame  cou- 
rage, notwithftanding  the  obftinate  and  ferocious 
refiftance  af  the  foldiers  of  Nypfius,  who  were  cut 
in  pieces,  or  obliged  to  (hut  thenifelves  up  in  the 
citadel. 

On  the  day  following  the  inhabitants,  after  hav- 
ing ftopt  the  progrefs  of  the  conflagration,  found 

■  '     I  I  I  ,      ^    11        i   I ■ 
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4tliemfelves  in  profound  tranquillity.    The  orators 
and  other  heads  of  the  fadions  had  fled  from  the 
x:ity  into  voluntary  baniQiment,  except  Heraclides 
and  Theodetus,  his  uncle,  who  were  too  well  ac* 
<juainted  with  Dion  not  to  know  that  his  anger 
.would  eafily  be  difarraed  by  a  confeflion  of  their 
fault.     The  friends  of  the  latter  warmly,  repre* 
Rented  to  him  that  he  would  never  be  able  to  root 
out  the  fpirit  of  fedition,  a  ftill  worfe  evil  than 
tyranny,  from  the  ftate,  if  he  refufed  to  give  up 
ithefe  two  criminals  to  the  foldiers,  -who  loudly  de- 
manded their  pui>i(hment4  but  Dion  mildly  re* 
plied  4  *^  Other  generals  pafs  thdlr  lives  in  mar- 
lial   labours   to    obtain  f^ccefs   which  they  fre- 
quently owe  only  to  chance.     Educated  in  the 
fchool  of  Plato,  I  have  learned  to  triumph  over 
my  paflions  1  and  to  enfure  a  vidory  which  I  may 
attribute  to  myfelf  alone,  I  muft  pardon  and  for- 
get offences*     Becaufe  Heraclides  has  debafed  his 
foul  by  his  perfidies  and  wickednefs,  muft  mine  be 
4efiled  by  anger  and  revenge  ?    I  feek  not  to  excel 
him  in  power  or  abiHties ;   I  wifli  to  vanquifli  him 
by  my  virtues,  and  to  recall,  him  to  his  duty  by  my 
benefaftions^. 

In  the  mean  time  he  blocked  the  citadel  fo 
clofely,  that  the  garrifon,  being  in  want  of  pro- 
yifions,  could   no   longer  be  made  to  obey  any 

/  Plut.  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  978^ 
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difcipline.  Apollocrates,  obliged  to  capitplatfiii 
obtained  permiflion  to  depart  with  his  mother,  hi^ 
filler,  and  his  effc&Sy  which  he  carried  away  ia 
five  galleys.  The  people  ran  to  the  fea-fide  tO) 
view  the  pleafing  iight,  and  enjoy  the  glorious  day 
en  which  liberty  was  at  length  rcftored  to  Syracufe, 
the  laft  remains  of  her  oppreflbrs  expelled,  and  the 
moft  powerful  of  tyrannies  entirely  deftroyed '. 

ApoUocrates  proceeded  to  join  his  father  Diony- 
fius,  who  was  then  in  Italy.  After  his  departure 
Dion  entered  the  citadel,  where  Ariftomache  his 
fifter^and  Hipparinus  his  fon,  met  him,and  received 
his  firft  embraces.  Arete  followed  them,  trembling, 
transfixed  with  grief,  apd  wifhing,  yet  fearing,  to 
lift  up  to  him  her  eyes  fuifufed  with  tears,  when 
J^rifiomache,  takiiig  her  by  the  hand,  thus  ad* 
drefled  her  brother :  **  How  fliall  it  be  pofliblci 
to  expreis  all  that  we  have  fuffered  during  youf 
gbfence  ?  Your  return  and  your  vidories  at  length 
permit  us  to  refpire.  But  alas  !  my  daughter^ 
compelled  at  the  expence  of  her  own  happinefs 
tod  mine  to  enter  into  a  new  union,  is  wretched 
tmid  the  univerfal  joy.  In  what  manner  will  you 
view  the  fatal  neceffity  to  which  the  cruelty  of  the 
tyrant  has  reduced  her  ?  Shall  Ihe  falute  you  as 
her  uncle  or  her  hufband  ?*'  Dion,  unable  to  re- 
fibrain  his  tears,  tenderly  embraced  his  wife,  and 

•  Plut.  in  Dion,  t,  i.  p.  980,    Demoilh.  in  Lcptin.  p.  565* 
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b&ving  committed  his  Ton  to  her  care,  entreated 
<faer  to  (hare  with  him  the  hutnblc  habitation  he 
tad  chofen,  for  he  would  not  dwell  in  xhe  palace 
'of  kings'^. 

It  is  not  my  defign  to  write  the  panegyric  cf 
Dion-i  I  mean  (imply  to  relate  fome  of  his  anions  4 
aad  though  the  intereding  fads  of  the  narrative 
in  which  I  have  engaged  may  have  perhaps  led 
me  too  far^  I  irannot  deny  myfelf  the  pleafure  of 
following  to  the  dofe  of  his  days,  a  nuui  wh<^ 
placed  in  every  difierem  condition  and  fituation, 
^as  ever  as  unlike  to  others  as  he  was  fimilar  t# 
liimfelf,  and  whofe  life  would  furaifh  the  noblefi: 
jnaterials  for  the  hiftory  of  virtue. 

After  fo  many  triumphs,  he  wi(hed  to  acquit 
liimfelf^  in  public  and  in  private,  of  what  he  owed 
to  the  companions  of  liis  labours,  and  the  citizens 
who  had  afiifted  in  e(reding  the  revolution.  With 
fome  he  (hared  his  glory,  with  others  his  riches. 
Simple  and  modeft  in  his  drefs,  and  frugal  and 
plain  in  his  diet,  he  was  only  magnificent  in  the 
^xercife  of  his  genero(ity.  While  he  enforced 
the  admiration  not  only  of  Sicily  but  of  Carthage 
and  all  Greece;  while  Plato  told  him  that  the 
eyes  of  the  whole  world  were  fixed  on  him  •,  he 
was  only  attentive  to  that  fmall  number  of  en- 
lightened fpedators,  who,  difregarding  his  ex* 

I  11  I  ■  ■■  ;         I  I     ■■■  ■■ .  .      .1    I     II  I       — »—^   I  I 

«  Plut,  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  980. 
•  thu  Epift.  4*  t.  iii.  p«  320* 
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ploits  and  his  fuccefs,  waited  to  obferve  him  in  the 
moment  of  profperity,  to  beftow  qn  him  their, 
efteem  or  their  contempt  ^. 

In  his  time,  in  fadt,  the  philofophers  had  con- 
ceived the  projeft  of  ferioufly  labouring  for  the  re- 
formation of  the  human  race.  With  this  vie\r 
they  had  undertaken  to  form  the  mind  of  the 
younger  Dionyfius,  who  had  difeppointed  their 
hopes.  Dion  had  afterwards  again  revived  them, 
and  feveral  difciples  of  Plato  had  followed  him  in 
his  expedition  r.  From  their  ideas  and  his  own 
experience,  with  the  afliftance  of  fome  Corinthians, 
whom  he  had  induced  to  come  to  Syracufe,  he 
traced  the  plan  of  a  republic,  which  (hould  con- 
ciliate all  powers  and  all  interefts.  He  gave  the 
preference  to  a  mixt  government,  in  which  the 
clafs  of  the  principal  citizens  (hould  counter- 
balance the  power  of  the  fovereign  and  that  of 
the  people.  He  ^ven  wiflied  that-  the  people 
ihould  not  be  called  on  to  vote,  except  on  cer- 
tain occafions,  as  was  praftifed  at  Corinth  *. 

He  dared  not  however  attempt  to  carry  his  pro- 
jeft  into  execution,  becaufe  he  forefaw  his  defigns 
muft  be  oppofed  by  an  almoft  invincible  obftacle. 
Heniclides,  fince  their  reconciliation,  had  never 
ccafed  to  perplex  him  by  open  or  fecret  intrigues;  ' 

»  Pint,  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  981. 

y  Id.  ibid.   p.  967. 

•i  flat.  Ep.  7,  t.  ill.  p.  335*     Plut.  in  Dion,  t.  i.  p.  gSi, 
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jmd,  as  he  was  the  idol  of  the  multitude,  it  could 
not  be  expedled  that  he  would  favour  a  projeft 
which  would  deftroy  the  democracy.  The  par- 
tifans  of  Dion  propofed  to  him,  more  than  once, 
to  rid  himfelf  of  this  reftlefs  and  turbulent  man. 
He  had  always  refufed  to  give  his  confent  to  this, 
but  it  was  at  length  forced  from  him  by  importu- 
nity*. The  Syracufans  immediately  rofe,  and 
though  he  appeafed  them,  they  were  highly  in- 
cenfed  at  an  aftion  which  circumftances  might 
feem  to  juftify  in  the  eyes  of  the  politician,  but 
which  filled  his  foul  with  remorfe,  and  overclouded 
with  melancholy  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

Delivered  from  this  enemy,  he  foon  found  ano^ 
ther  more  perfidious  and  more  dangerous.  Dur- 
ing his  ftay  in  Athens,  an  Athenian,  named  Cal- 
lippus*,  received  him  into  his  houfe,  obtained  his 
friendfliip,  of  which  he  was  unworthy  ^,  and  foU 
lowed  him  into  Sicily.  Promoted  to  the  firft  mili- 
tary offices,  he  juftified  the  choice  of  his  general, 
and  gained  the  confidence  of  the  troops. 

After  the  death  of  Heraclides,  he  perceived  that 
it  would  coft  him  but  one  atrocious  aftion  to  ren- 
der himfelf  mafter  of  Sicily.  The  multitude  were 
in  need  of  a  chief  who  would  flatter  them  in  their 
caprices.  They  feaccd  more  and  more  left  pion 
Ihould  defpoil  them  of  their  authority,  to  veft  it 

*  Plut.  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  981,     Nep,  in  Dion,  cap.  6. 

*  Cornelius  Nepos  calls  him  Callicrates.     T. 

^  Plat.  Ep.  7,  t.  iii.  p.  335  ct  334.  Hut.  in  Dion.  1. 1\ 
y.  981. 
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in  himfelf,  or  beftow  ic  on  the  clafs  of  rich  citi* 
zens.  Among  people  of  underftanding,  the  polt* 
cicians  conjedured,  that  he  would  not  always  be 
able  to  refill  the  allurements  of  a  crown  ^^  and 
imputed  to  him  their  fufpicions  as  a  crime.  The 
greater  part  of  thofe  warriors  whom  he  had  brought 
from  Peloponnefus^  and  whom  honour  had  attach^* 
ed  to  his  fervice,  had  fallen  in  battle  ^. — In  fine^ 
all  mindsj  fatigued  with  their  own  inaction  and  his 
virtues^  regretted  the  UcentioufneTs  and  the'' fac- 
tions in  which  they  had  fo  long  been  engaged* 

On  this  fituation  of  affairs  Callippus  founded  his 
iniidious  machinations.  He  began  by  informing 
Pion  of  the  true  or  fuppofed  murmurs  which  the 
troops^  he  faid^  fometimes  fuffeied  to  efcapethemi 
and  even  procured  himfelf  to  be  ccxnmiffioned  to 
found  their  difpofitions  and  intentions.  He  then 
infinuated  liimieif  into  the  good  opinion  of  the 
foldiersi  fomented  their  difcontents,  and  communi- 
cated his  views  to  thofe  who  favoured  his  advances; 
while  they  who  rejected  them  with  indignation,  in 
vain  apprifed  their  general  of  the  fecret  praftices  of 
Callippus;  he  only  faw  in  his  conduct  the  af&duky 
^d  zeal  of  a  faithful  friend  \ 

The  confpiracy  made  greater  progrefs  every 
day ;  but  EKon  would  not  deign  to  beftow  on  it 
»■*'■''  ■  '      .'         '  ■ 

*  PTut.  in  Brut.  p.  loio. 

^  Plut.mDion.  t.  i.  p.  981* 

f  FluU  In.  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  992*    Nep.  ibid,  csp^  8. 
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^fae  leaft  ^tention.  He  was  at  length  induced  cq 
pay  fome  regard  to  the  notices  he  received  frona 
jpvery  quarter,  and  which  for  fprne  tinie  had 
alarmed  his  f^noily ;  but  tormented  with  the  rc^ 
pembr^ce  c^  the  death  of  Heraclides,  ever  pre- 
fent  to  his  mind,  he  declared  tfatf  he  would  rather 
jcfaoo^  p)  die  a  thoufand  timesi,  than  to  be  incef- 
fantly  taking  precautions  ag^ifift  his  friends  and 
))is  enemies  f« 

In  the  choice  of  the  former  he  was  not  fuffi* 
ciently  careful  S;  and  when  he  was  convinced 
that  the  greater  part  <^  thofe  he  had  fuppofed  his 
friends  were  men  of  bafe  and  corrupt  minds,  he 
'  made  no  uie  of  the  difcovery ;  either  becaufe  ht 
could  not  believe  them  capable  of  fuch  an  excefs 
of  villany^j  or  becaufe  he  thought  he  ought  to 
refign  himfelf  to  his  fate.  He  then  no  doubt  was 
;»n  inftance,  that  it  is  poflible  for  virtue  itfelf  to  be 
difcouraged  by  the  injuftice  and  wickednefs  of 
men. 

In  the  mean  time  his  wife  and  fifter  affiduouily 
inveftigated  the  traces  of  the  confpiracyj  which 
Callippus  knowing,  he  prefented  himfelf  before 
them,  (hedding  a  flood  of  tears,  and  to  perfuade 
^hem  that  he  was  innocent  offered  to  fubmit  to  the 


f  Plut.  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  982. 
s  Plut.  Epift.  7,  p.  333, 
^  Id.  ibid.  p«  35if 
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moft  rigoroni  teft.  They  required  from  him  the 
great  oath. 

.  This  alone  can  infpire  the  hardened  villain  with 
terror.  He  however  immediately  confented  to 
take  it^  and  was  conduced  into  the  fubterranean 
receffes  of  the  temple  of  Ceres  and  Proferpinc* 
There,  after  the  facrifices  prcfcribed  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions,  habited  in  the  robe  of  one  of  thofe  god- 
deffes,  and  holding  a  lighted  torch,  he  called  on 
them  to  witnefs  his  innocence,  and  pronounced  the 
jnoft  horrible  imprecations  againft  himfelf,  Ihould 
he  be  perjured.  The  ceremony  ended,  he  pro- 
<:eeded  to  prepare  every  thing  for  the  execution  of 
his  projeA  *. 

He  chofe  for  this  the  day  of  the  feftival  of 
Proferpine,  and,  having  certified  himfelf  that  Dion 
had  not  left  his  houfe,  he  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  fome  foldiers,  from  the  ifland  of  Zacynthus  ^  ; 
fome  of  whom  furrounded  the  houfe,  while  others 
forced  their  way  into  an  apartment  on  the  ground 
0oor,  ii^  which  Dion  was,  with  feveraj  of  his 
friends,  who  dared  not  rilk  their  lives  to  prefervc 
bis.  The  confpirators,  who  had  come  without 
^rms,  threw  themfelve$  on  him,  and  long  tortured 
bim  in  attempting  to  ftrangle  him;  but  as  he 
ftill  breathed,  fome  of  thofe  without  threw  a  dagr 


»  Pint,  in  Dion.  1. 1.  p.  98  s.     Ncp/  ibid,  cap,  8. 
f-  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  i6,  p.  432. 
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^er  in  at  the  window,  with  which-  the  affaffins  im- 
mediately ftabbed  him  to  the  heart  ^  *.  Some  pre- 
tend that  Callippus  had  drawn  his  fword,  but  could 
not  prevail  on  himfelf  to  ftrike  his  benefaftor ". 
Thus  died  Dion,  aged  about  fifty- five  years,  ia 
the  fourth  year  after  his  return  into  Sicily  ". 

His  death  produced  a  fudden  change  at  Syra- 
cufe.  The  inhabitants,  who  began  to  deteft  him 
as  a  tyrant,  now  lamented  him  as  the  author  of 
their  liberty.  His  funerals  were  cdebratcd  at  the 
expcncc  of  the  public  treafury,  and  bis  tomb 
was  erected  in  the  mofl  confpicuous  place  in  the 
city  ^ 

Yet,  excepting^  a  flight  tumult,  in  which  fome 
blood  was  (hed,  which  was^ijot  that  pf  the  guilty, 
no  perfon  dared  to  attack  the  aflaflins  %  and  Cal* 
lippus  peaceably  reaped  the  fruit  of  his  crime.  A 
fliort  time  after  the  friends  of  Dion  united  to  re- 
venge his  death,  but  were  overpowered.  Callip- 
pus, defeated  in  his  turn  by  Hipparinus,  the  bro- 
ther of  Dionyfius  ',  and  every  where  hated  and 
expelled,  was  conftrained  to  take  refuge  in  Italy, 
with  a  remnant  of  banditti  who  followed  his  for- 
tunes, and  at  length  periflied  miferably,  thirteen 

'  Plut.  in  Dion.  t.  L  p  983.     Ncp,  ibid.  cap.  9. 

*  The  year  353  before  Chrifl;. 
"»  Plat.  Epift.  7,  t.  iii.  p.  334. 
"f 'Ncp.m  Dion,  cap,  10. 

•  Id.  ibid. 

P  Plut.  in  Brut.  t.  i.  p.  loi  i. 
^  Diod.  Sic.  lib;  16,  p.  436. 
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months  after  the  death  of  Dion,  having  been,  al 
is  pretended,  dabbed  with  the  fame  dagger  which 
bad  deprived  that  great. man  of  life  ^ 

While  the  people  of  Sidly  were  labouring  to 
deftroy  tyranny,  Athens,  which  boafts  fo  much  of 
her  love  of  liberty,  exhaufted  herfelf  in  vain  efforts 
to  bring  again  under  the  yoke  the  dates  which  foe 
fome  years  paft  had  detached  themfelves  from  her 
alliance  ♦.    She  refolved  to  fcize  on  Byzantium^ 
and,  with  this  view,  fent  off  a  hundred  and  twenty 
^Ueys  under  the  command  of  Timotheus,  Iphi** 
crates  and  Chares,  who  failed  to  the  Hellefpont^ 
where  the  fleet  of  the  enemy,  nearly  of  equal  force, 
foon  after  arrived.    On  each  fide  preparations  were 
made  for  battle,  when  a  violent  temped  arofe. 
Chares  neverthelefs  propofcd  to  begin  the  attack; 
and  as  the  two  other  generals,  more  able  and  pru- 
dent, were  of  a  different  opinion,  he  openly  ac* 
cufed  them  to  the  army,  and  feized  this  opportu- 
nity to  effeft  their  ruin.    The  people  of  Athens, 
when  they  heard  the  letters  read  in  which  he 
charged  then^  with  treachery,  were  inflamed  with 
anger,  immediately  recalled  them,  and  ordered  a 
profecution  to  be  commenced  againft  them  •. 

The  vidories  of  Timotheus,  feventy •five  cities 
which  hfe  had  united  to  the  republic  *,  the  honours 

t  Plut.  in  Dion*  p.  983* 

*  Sec  Chap.  XXni. 

*  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  169  p.  414* 

*  .£fchin«  de  Falf.  Legat*  p«  40$* 
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winch  had  fofinerly  been  paid  hitxi,  his  old  age, 
nor  even  the  juftice  of  his  caufe^  could  not  ail  favc 
him  from  the  partiality  of  his  judges.  He  was  con- 
demned t9  pay  a  fine  of  a  hundred  talents  *>  and 
retired  to  the  city  of  Chalcis  in  Eubcea  \  filled 
with  indignation  againft  hts  felio\^  citizens^  whom 
he  had  fo  often  enriched  by  his  conquefts,  and 
who  alter  his  death  manifefted  a  repentance  equally 
late  and  fruitlefs  '•  He  paid  on  this  occafion  the 
tax  of  the  contempt  which  he  had  always  enter* 
uined  for  Chares.  One  day,  at  the  ele&ion  of 
generals*  fome  mercenary  orators,  to  exclude 
Iphicrates  and  Timotheus,  highly  extolled  Chares, 
to  whom  they  attributed  the  qualifies  of  a  robuft 
athleta.  He  is,  faid  they,  in  the  rigour  of  life,  and 
capable  of  fupporting  the  heavieft  fiitigues.  ^'  Such 
a  man  is  proper  for  the  army  .'*•—"  No  doubt,** 
iaid  Timotheus,  ^  to  carry  the  baggage  7/' 

The  condemnation  of  Timotheus  did  not  ap« 
peafe  the  fury  of  the  Athenian^,  oor  could  it  intir 
midate  Iphicrates,  who  defended  himfelf  with  in- 
trepidity. The  military  expreffion  was  remarked 
by  which  he  turned  the  gttention  of  his  judges  to 
the  conduft  of  the  general  who  had  plotted  his 
deftruftioD.    **  My  fubjed  hurries  me  on/'  faid 

h^  **  I  muft  open  myfi^lf  a  way  through  the  ac* 

—  -     .  -       -  — -- .  -  ■    ,    .  - . — 

*  540»ooolivre8  (22,500 1). 
^  Ntp.  in  Timoth.  cap.  5. 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  4* 

t  But.  Apoj^tb.  t.  ii.  p.  187.   Id.  Ab  Sciu,  kc  t,  11.  p.  7S8. 
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tions  of  Chares  */'  In  the  courfe  of  his  deffericS^ 
he  apoftrophized  the  orator  Ariftophon,  who  had 
accufed  him  of  having  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  cor- 
rupted by  a  bribe. .  **  Anfwer  me,"  faid  he,  with 
a  tone  of  authority;  <*  would  you  have  been  guilty 
of  fo  infamous  an  adion  ?*'  "  I  certainly  (hould* 
not/'  replied  the  orator.  *^  And  can  you  fup- 
pofe,"  anfwered  he,  *^  that  Iphicrates  can  have 
done  what  Ariftophon  would  not  have  been  bafe 
enough  to  do*  ?" 

To  the  refourccs  of  eloquence  he  added  another^ 
the  fuccefs  of  which  appeared  to  him  lefs  uncertain* 
The  tribunal  was  furrounded  by  feveral  young 
officers  attached  to  his  interefts ;  and  he  himfelf 
let  his  judges  fometimes  fee>  a  dagger  which  he 
wore  under  his  robe.  He  was  acquitted  ^  and 
ferved  no  more.  When  fome  perfons  remonftrat- 
cd  to  him  on  the  violence  by  which  he  thus  over- 
awed juftice,  he  replied  :  "  I  have  long  borne 
j^rms  for  the  fafety  of  my  country,  and  I  (hould  be 
fimple  indeed  if  I  did  not  have  recourfe  to  them 
for  my  own  fecurity  "".[* 

Chares  however  did  not  proceed  to  Byzantium* 
Under  the  pretext  that  he  was  in  want  of  provi- 
fions**,  he  entered  with  his  army  into  the  pay  of 
■— — '. r- 

*  Ariftot.  de  Rhetor,  lib.  3,  cap,  10,  t.  ii.  p,  595. 
^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  2,  cap.  23,  t.  ii.  p.  575.. 

*>  Nep.  in  Iphicr.  cap.  3.     Poiysn.  Strateg.  lib.  3,  cap^  9, 
No.  29. 

«  Polyaen.  ibid. 

*  Demofth.  in  Philip*  1. 1.  p.  50.  . 

tiie 
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the  fatrap  Artabazus,  who  had  revolted  agaihfl: 
Aruxerxes  king  of  Perfia,  and  ^ho  was  on  the 
point  of  being  overpowered  by  forces  fuperior  to 
his  own  *r  The  arrival  of  the  Athfenians  changed 
the  face  of  affairs.  The  army  of  Artaxerxes  was 
defeated^  and  Chares  immediately  wrote  to  the 
people  of  Athens  that  he  had  obtained  over  the 
Periians  a  vidory  ho  lefs  glorious  than  that  of 
Marathon  ^«  But  this  news  only  occafioned  a 
tranfient  joy;  The  Athenians,  terrified  at  the 
complaints  and  menaces  of  the  king  of  Perfia^  re- 
called their  gen<:ral>  and  haftened  to  offer  peace 
and  independence  to  the  cities  which  had  thrown 
off  their  yoke  ^.  Thus  terminated  this  war  *, 
equally  fatal  to  both  parties.  On  the  dne  fide^ 
feveral  of  the  confederated  ftates,  exhaufted  of. 
men  and  money^  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the 
power  of  Maufoluskingof Caria^;  and,  on  the' 
other,  Athens,  befides  being  deprived  of  the  fuc- 
cours  the  derived  from  their  alliance-,  loft  three  of 
herljeft  generals,  Chabrias,  Timothcus,  and  Iphi- 
erates  *.     Immediately  after  another  war  began  -f*^ 


•  Died;  Sic.  Hti.  x6,  p;  434. 

^  Flut.  in  Arat.  t.  i.  p.  1034; 

I  Diod.  ibid.  p.  424. 
.  *  Under  the  archonfhip  of  Elftines^vhidi  coTttfpoadf  with 
ihe  yean  3C6  and  355  before  Chnft. 

^  Demofth.  de  Rhod«  Libert,  p.  i44« 

^  Nep.  in  Timoth.  cap.  4* 

.  f  Under  the  archoofhip  of  Agathocles,  the  year  356  before 
Chrift. 

Vol.  V*  G 
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which  became  general,  and  to  th^  misfortune  of 
Greece  difplayed  the  great  Jibilities  of  Philip  of 
Macedon. 

The  AmphiAyons,  whofe  principal  office  is  to 
watch  over  the  interefts  of  the  temple  of  Apollo 
at  Delphi,  having  affembled,  the  Thebans  who, 
in  concert  with  the  TheiTalians,  dired  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  tribunal,  accufed  the  Phocians  of  hav- 
ing feized  on  fome  lands  which  appertained  to  the 
god,  and  procured  them  to  be  condemned  to  pay 
a  heavy  fine"".  The  accufers  were  impelled  by 
the  fpirit  of  revenge.  The  Theflalians  ftill  blu(hed 
at  the  viftories  which  the  Phocians  had  formerly 
gained  over  them^  Befides  the  motives  of  ri- 
valry which  always  fubfift  between  neighbouring 
nations,  the  city  of  Thebes  was  indignant  at  not 
having  been  able  to  force  an  inhabitant  of  Phocis 
to  reftore  a  Theban  woman  whom  he  had  carried 
oflF™. 

The  firft  decree  was  immediately  followed  by  a 
fecond,  which  confecrated  to  the  god  the  lands  of 
the  Phocians.  It  befides  authorized  the  Amphic- 
tyonic  league  to  take  vengeance  on  the  cities  which 
had  till  then  negledted  to  obey  the  decrees  of  the 
tribunal.  This  latter  claufe  had  reference  to  the 
Lacedsemonians,  againft  whom  a  decree  had  been 


*  Diod.  Sic.  Hb.  1 6,  p.  425. 

^  Paufan.lib.  10,  cap.  r,  p,  799. 

■  Duris,  ap.  Alhen.  lib.  13,  cap.  i,  p.  560. 
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puffed,  fcveral  years  fincc,  which  had  not  yet  been 
carried  into  execution  ^. 

In  any  other  circumftances  the  Phocians  would 
have  feaned  to  brave  the  danger  by  which  they 
were  menaced.  But  it  was  then  feen  how  much 
great  revolutions  fometimes  depend  on  trifling 
caufes**.  A  fliort  time  before,  two  individuals  of 
Phocis,  each  wifliing  to  obtain  a  rich  heirefs  for 
iiis  fon,  interefted  the  whole  nation  in  their  quarrel, 
and  formed  two  parties,  which,  in  all  public  deli- 
berations, liftencd  only  to  the  voice  of  mutual 
hatred.  Therefore  no  fooner  had  fome  Phocians 
propofcd  to  fubmit  to  the  decrees  of  the  Amphic- 
tyons,  than  Philomelus,  whofe  riches  and  abilities 
ha,d  placed  him  at  the  head  of  theoppofite  fadion, 
loudly  exclaimed,  that  to  give  way  to  injuftice  was 
the  moft  flagrant  and  pernicious  of  all  afts  of  cow- 
ardice ;  that  the  Phocians  had  legitimate  claims, 
not  only  to  the  lands  which  it  had  been  made  a 
crime  in  them  to  cultivate,  but  to  the  temple  of 
Delphi  itfelf ;  and  that  he  only  afked  their  confi- 
dence in  him  to  preferve  them  from  the  ignomini- 
ous chattifement  decreed  againfl:  them  by  the  tri- 
bunal of  the  Amphiftyons  ^. 

His' rapid  eloquence  had  its  full  cfFeft  on  the 
Phocians.     Inverted  with  abfolute  power,  he  flew 

a  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  i6,  p.  425  ct  430. 

*  Ariilot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5,  cap.  4,  t.  ii.  p.  390.     Duris,  ap. 
Athcn.  lib.  13,  p.  560. 
f  Diod«  Sic.  libt  16,  p.  425.    Paulan.  lib.  xo,  cap.  2>  p.  Sq2. 
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to  Lacedaemon,  prevailed  on  ting  Archidamus  to 
approve  his  projeds,  and  obtained  from  bim  fif- 
teen talents,  which,  added  to  fifteen  others  that  he 
advanced  himfelf,  enabled  him  to  take  into  pay  a 
great  number  of  mercenaries,  to  feize  on  the 
temple,  fjrround  it  with  a  wall,  and  tear  down 
from  the  columns  the  defamatory  decrees  which 
the  Amphiftyons  had  enaded  againft  the  ftates 
accufed  of  facrilege.  The  Locrians  in  vain  haf- 
tened  to  the  defence  of  the  facrcd  place ;  they 
were  put  to  flight ;  and  their  ravaged  country 
enriched  the  conquerors'.  The  war  lafted  ten 
years  and  fome  months ' :  in  the  continuation  of 
this  work  I  fhall  relate  the  principal  events  which 
happened  in  that  time. 

4  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  i6tp.  ^^6* 

'  JEkhin.  de  Falf.  Lcgat.  p.  415.  W.  in  Ctefiph^  p.  452. 
Diod.  Sic.  ibid.  p«  418  et  455.  PauSuwlib.  9,  p«  724*  IdL 
lib.  1O9  p.€02. 
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CHAP.     LXI. 


LeUers  on  tbt  general  Affairs  of  Greece ^  addreffed  to 
Aiocbarjis  and  Pbilotas,  during  their  travels  in 
Egjft  and  Per/ia. 


DURING  my  ftay  in  Greece,  I  had  fo  often 
heard  fpeak  of  Egypt  and  Perfia,-  that  I 
could  no  longer  refift  my  defire  to  vifit  thofe  two 
kingdoms :  Apollodorus  had  affigned  me  Philotas 
to  accompany  me  in  my  journey,  and  had  pfo- 
mifed  to  inform  us  of  all  that  pafTed  while  we 
were  abfent.  Others  of  our  friends  made  us  the 
fame  promife.  Their  letters,  which  I  (hall  here 
give,  fometimes  entire,  and  fometimes  by  extracts, 
were  on  fome  occafions  only  a  fimple  journal,  and 
o^  others  accompanied  by  reflexions* 

We  fet  out  at  the  end  of  the  fecond  year  of  the 
io6th  Olympiad*.  The  fouth  of  Greece  then 
enjoyed  profound  tranquillity,  but  the  north  was 
diflurbed  by  the  war  of  the  Phocians,  and  the  en* 
terprifes  of  Philip  king  of  Macedon. 

Philomelus,  the  leader  of  the  Phqcians,   had 

*  In  the  fpring  of  the  year  354  before  Chrift« 
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fortified  himfelf  at  Delphi.  He  fcnt  oiF  ^mbafla^ 
dors  on  every  fide,  but  no  pcrfon  could  have  ima- 
gined that  fuch  apparently  unimportant  difputes 
would  ultimately  be  the  occafion  of  the  ruin  of 
Greece,  which  a  hundred  and  twenty-fix  years  be- 
fore had  refifted  the  whole  power  of  Perfia. 

Philip  was  engaged  in  frequent  quarrels  with 
the  Thracians,  lllyrians,  and  other  barbarous  na- 
tions. He  meditated  the  conqueft  of  the  Greciai\ 
cities  fituated  on  the  frontiers  of  his  kingdom,  and 
of  which  the  greater  part  were  allied  or  tributary 
to  the  Athenians.  The  latter  people,  offended 
that  he  had  kept  poffefiion  of  Amphipolis,  whicl^ 
had  belonged  to  them,  attempted  fbme  ho(lilitie$ 
againft  hini,  but  dared  not  proceed  to  an  opeq 
rupture. 


DiOTIMUS    BEINO    ArCHOW    AT   AtHEKSj, 
The  3d  year  of  the  io6th  Olympiad, 

(From  the  26th  of  June  of  the  year  354,  to  the  \\th  of  July  ofth^ 
year  353,  before  Chrl/i.) 

Letter  of  Apoi-lodorus. 

Greece  is  fuU  of  diffenfions*.  Some 
condemn  the  enterprife  of  Philomelus,  'and  others 
Vindicate  it.  The  Thebahs,  with  the  whole  body 
.of  the  Boeotians,  the  Locrians,  and  the  different 

•  Diod.  Ub.  16,  p.  430. 
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nations  of  Theffaly,  having  all  private  injuries  to 
revenge,  threaten  to  take  vengeance  for  the  infult 
offered  to  the  god  of  Delphi.  The  Athenians,  the 
Lacedaemonians,  and  fome  cities  of  Peloponnefus, 
have  declared  for  the  Phocians  from  hatred  to  the 
Thebans. 

PJbilomelus  at  firft  protefted  that  he  would  not 
touch  the  treafures  of  the  temple*  j  but,  terrified 
at  the  preparations  of  die  Thebans,  he  has  feized 
on  a  part  of  thofe  riches,  which  has  enabled  hiifi 
to  increafe  the  pay  of  the  mercenaries,  who  from 
every  fide  haften  to  Delphi.  He  has  fucceffively 
defeated  the  Locrians,  the  Boeotians,  and  the 
Theffalians 

Some  days  fince,  the  army  of  the  Phocians, 
having  entered  a  clofe  country,  uhexpeftedly  met 
with  that  of  the  Boeotians,  fuperior  in. numbers, 
and  the  latter  gained  a  complete  viftory.  PhilO" 
melus,  covered  with  wounds,  repulfed  to  an  emi- 
nence, and  furrounded  on  all  fides,  chofe  rather  to 
throw  himfelf  from  the  top  of  a  rock  than  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  his  enemies  * 


*  Diod.  lib.  169  p.  429  ct  431. 

f  Id*  ibid.  p.  432.    Pauian,  lib.  10,  cap.  2, p.  802. 
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In  TH9  Archonsrip  of  Euoehus, 

The  4th  year  of  the  io6th  Olympiad^ 

fFrom  the  14/*  pfjuly  of  the  year  353,  to  the  $d  of  July  of  th^ 
year  $^2^  brf^e  Chrj/LJ 

Letter  of  Apollodorus. 

.  In  the  laft  afTeinbly  of  the  Phocians  the  per- 
fens  of  mod:  fenfe  advifed  peace ;  but  Onomarchus, 
who  ha4  coUe&ed  the  fhattered  remains  of  the 
army,  fo  cffeftually  employed  his  eloquence  and 
influence  that  it  has  been  determined  to  continue 
the  war,  and  to  confide  to  him  the  fame  power  as 
Fhilomelus  poflefled.  He  is  employed  in  raiiing 
new  troops.  The  gold  and  filver  ta]cen  from  the 
facred  treafury  have  been  converted  into  money, 
and  many  of  the  ftatues  of  brafs  at  Delphi  into 

helmets  and  fwords  * 

A  report  has  prevailed  that  Artaxerxes,  king  of 
Perfia,  was  preparing  to  turn  his  arms  againft 
Greece;.  Nothing  was  talked  of  but  his  immenfe 
preparations. .  It  was  faid  that  not  lefs  than  twelve 
hundred  camels  would  be  neceflary  to  carry  the 
gold  intended  for  the  pay  of  the  troops  y. 
.  The  aflfembly  met  tumultuoufly.  In  the  midfl; 
of  the  public  alarm,  fome  perfons  propofed  to  call 
on  all  the  Grecian  ftatc§,  and  even  the  king  of 

'-..      —  _  -       ■■      ■  ■  •   -^ 

X  Diod.  lib.  16,  p.  433. 
y  Dexnofth.  de  Qafl*.  p.  136. 
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Macedonia  *>  to  unite  for  the  general  defence  of 
Greece ;  to  anticipate  Artaxerxes>  and  to  carry  the 
war  into  bis  dominions.  Demofthenes^  who^  after 
having  diitinguiflied  himfelf  in  his  pleadings  in  the 
courts  of  juflice^  has  lately  taken  an  aftive  part  in 
public  affairs,  fppke  in  opposition  to  this  propofal; 
but  he  ftrongly  infifted  on  the  neceffity  of  putting 
purfelves  in  a  ftate  of  defence.  He  has  forefeen 
and  provided  for  every  thing ;  ftated  what  number 
of  (hips^  what  infantry,  and  what  cavalry  will  be 
jiecel&ry,  and  in  wh^t  manner  the  requilite  fup- 
plies  may  he  raifed. .  The  difcernment  of  the  ora- 
tor ha$  been  greatly  applauded.  In  fa£t,  fuch 
prudent  meafures  will  be  of  the  higheft  utility  to 
us  againft  Artaxcrxes,  (hould  he  invade  Greece, 
and  againft  our  prefent  eneipies,  (hould  he  have 
BO  fuch  defijgn  \  It  ha^  been  fmce  known  that 
(he  king  of  Periia  had  no  thoughts  of  attacking 
us,  and  we  have  no  longer  thought  ferioufly  of  any 
thing. 

I  know  not  how  to  accuftom  myfelf  to  thefe  pe- 
riodical exceffes  of  defpondence  and  confidence ; 
we  pafs  in  a  moment  from  ■  defpair  to  exultation^ 
An  individual  who  never  acquires  experience  by 
his  errors  is  defervedly  abandoned  to  his  folly;  but 
in  what  light  muft  we  view  a  whole  nation  which, 
folely  occupied  by  the   prefent,  beftows  not  a 

*  Lit.  Phil.  ap.  Demofth.  p.  1 14, 

*  Demofth,  de  Rhod.  p*  144. 
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thought  on  either  the  paft  or  futurej  and  which 
loj^cts  its  fears>  as  a  fiaOi  of  lightning  or  peal  of 
thunder  are  forgotten  when  they  are  paft. 

The  greater  part  of  the  people  of  Athens  fpeak 
of  the  king  of  Perfia  with  dread>  and  of  the  king 
of  Macedon  with  contempt  ^,  They  do  not  ob« 
ferve  that  the  latter  prince  has  not  failed  for  fome 
time  to  take  every  opportunity  to  make  incurfions 
into  our  territories ;  that  he  has  feized  on  our 
illands  of  Imbros  and  Lemnos  ;  that  he  has  load* 
ed  with  chains  fuch  of  our  citizens  as  had  fettled 
in  thofe  countries;  that  he  has  taken  feveral  of 
our  (hips  on  the  coafts  of  Euboea ;  and  that  ftill 
more  recently  he  has  made  a  defcent  on  Attica, 
at  Marathon,  and  carried  off  the  facred  galley*. 
This  infult,  offered*  to  us  at  the  very  place  which 
was  formerly  the  fcene  of  our  glory,  has  made  us 
blu(b;  but  with  us  the  colour  of  (hame  foon  dif^ 
appears. 

Philip  is  continually  prefent  every  where.  No 
fooner  had  he  quitted  our  (hores  than  he  flew  to 
the  maritime  parts  of  Thrace,  took  the  fortrefs  of 
Methone,  demoliftied  it,  and  diftributed  the  fer- 
tile fields  around  it  to  his  foldiers,  of  whom  he  is 
the  idol. 

During  the  fiege  of  that  city,  he  fwam  over  the 
river  ^.     An  arrow,  fliot  by  an  archer,  or  from  a 

^  Demofth.  de  Rbod.  p.  147. 

c  Id.  in  Phil.  i»  p.  52. 

i  Callifth.  ap.  Flut.  in  ParalL  t.  ii.  p.  307. 
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machine,  (truck  him  in  the  right  eye  * ;  and,  not- 
withftanding  the  extreme  pain  he  muft  have  fuf- 
fercd,  he  regained  the  bank  from  which  he  had 
fwum.  His  phyfician  Critobulus  has  cktrafted  the 
arrow  with  great  Ikill  ^ ;  the  eye  is  not  disfigured, 
but  it  is  deprived  of  fight  *. 

This  accident  has  not  diminiflied  his  ardours 
he  is  now  befieging  the  fortrefs  of  Heraa,  to  which 
we  have  juft  claims.  Athens  is  in  commotion,  and . 
the  general  aflembly  has  paiTed  a  decree  to  raifc  a 
contribution  of  fixty  talents  -f-,  fit  out  forty  gal* 
leys,  and  enrol  thofe  who  have  not  attained  their 
forty-fifth  year* J.  Thefe  preparations  require 
time  ;  the  winter  approaches,  and  the  expedition 
piuft  be  deferred  till  the  enfuing  fummer. 

In  the  midft  of  the  alarm  occafioned  by  the 
projefts  of  the  Perfian  monarch,  and  the  enter- 
prifes  of  the  king  of  Macedon,  ambafladors  ar- 
rived from  the  king  of  Laced semon,  and  others  at 
the  fame  time  from  the  Megalopolitans,  whofc 
city  he  has  befieged.  Archidamus  propofed  to  us 
to  join  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  reftore  the  cities 

«  Strab.  lib.  7,  p.  330;  lib.  89  p.  374.  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  i6p 
p.  434.    Jufiin.  lib.  7,  cap.  6. 

f  Plin.  lib.  7,  cap.  37,  p.  395! 

*  A  parafite  who  followed  Philip,  named  Clidemus,  after  that 
prince  was  wounded,  appeared  with  a  plailer  on  his  eye  (.£lian« 
HiA.  Anim.  lib.  9,  cap.  7). 

f  324,000  livres  ( 13,5001.) 

t  ^emoilh.  Olynth.  3,  p.  35. 

±  Toward  the  month  of  Odober,  in  the  year  353  before 
phrift, 
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of  Greece  to  the  iituation  in  which  they  were  be* 
fore  the  late  wars.  All  ufurpations  and  encroach* 
ments  wer?  to  be  given  back,  and  all  new  fetde- 
ments  deftroyed.  The  Thebans  haye  taken  from 
us  Oropus;  they  were  to  be  forced  to  reftore  it : 
they  have  razed  Thefpise  and  Platsa ;  they  (hould 
be  rebuilt:  they  have  founded  Megalopolis  in 
Arcadia,  to  reftrain  the  incurfions  of  the  Lacedx<* 
monians ;  it  (hould  be  demolifhed.  The  orators 
and  citizens  were  divided  in  their  opinions ;  De^ 
mofthenes  ^  clearly  (hewed  that  the  execution  of  this 
projeft  would  indeed  weaken  the  Thebans  our  ene- 
mies, but  muft.increafe.  the  power  of  the  Lacedae- 
monians our  allies,  and  that  our  fafety  depended 
entirely  on  our  being  able  to  maintain  a  proper 
balance  between  thofe  two  republics,  Eoth  par* 
ties  have  united  to  fupport  his  opinion  with  their 
fuffrages. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Phocians  have  furni(hed 
the  Lacedaemonians  with  troops,  and  the  Theban^ 
and  other  (lates  have  fent  afliftance  to  the  Me- 
galopolitans.  Many  battles  have  already  been 
fought,  and,  after  much  blood(hed,  peace  will 
foon  be  concluded '. 

The  war  in  the  nonhern  provinces  of  Greece 
has  not  been  lefs  murderous  and  deftruftive.  The 
Phocians,  Boeotians,   and  Theflalians,   by  turns 

*»  Demoflh.  pro  Mcg^op.  p.  1^4, 
>  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  t6y  p.  430. 
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conquerors  and  conquered,  continue  a  conteft 
which  religion  and  national  jealoufy  render  ex- 
tremrcly  cruel.  An  incident  that  has  lately  hap- 
pened prefents  but  a  melancholy  profpeft.  Lyco- 
phron,  tyrant  of  Pherse  in  Theflaly,^has  entered 
into  a  league  with  the  Phocians  to  fubjugate  the 
Theffalians.  The  latter  have  implored  the  affift* 
ancc  of  Philip,  who  has  immediately  haftened  to 
their  fuccour.  After  fome  indecifive  actions,  two 
fucceflive  defeats  have  obliged  him  to  retire  into 
Macedbnia.  It  was  imagined  that  he  was  reduced 
to  the  laft  extremity,  and  his  foldiers  began  to  de« 
fert,  when,  on  a  fudden,  he  again  appeared  in 
Thcffaly,  His  troops,  and  thofe  of  the  Theflalians 
his  allies,  amounted  to  more  than  twenty-three 
thoufand  foot,  and  three  thoufand  horfe.  Ono« 
marchus,  at  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand  foot,  and 
three  hundred  horfe,  had  joined  Lycophron.  The 
Phocians,  after  an  obilinate  refiftanc^,  have  been 
defeated,  and  driven  toward  the  fea-fliore,  from 
which  was  feen  at  a  diftance  the  fleet  of  the 
Athenians,  commanded  by  Chares.  The  greater 
part  of  the  fugitives,  having  thrown  themfelvcs  into 
the  fea  to  fwim  to  the  Athenian  (hips,  perilhed^ 
with  Onomarchus  their  general,  whofe  body  Philip 
caufed  to  be  hung  on  a  gibbet.  The  lofs  of  the 
Phocians  is  very  cdnfiderable ;  fix  thoufand  were 
flain  in  the  battle,  and  three  thoufand,  who  had 
furrendered    prifoners   at  difcretion,  have  bcca 
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thrown  into  the  fca  as  wretches  guilty  of  facri* 
lege^ 

The  Theflalians,  by  joining  with  Philip,  have 
thrown  down  the  barrier  which  obftruded  the  pro* 
grefs  of  his  ambition.  For  fome  years  he  had  fuf- 
fered  the  Greeks  to  enfeeble  each  other,  and  from 
his  throne,  as  from  a  watch-tower  ^,  had  waited 
the  moment  when  fome  one  of  the  contending 
parties  (hould  folicit  his  ailiftance.  He  is  now 
authorized  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  Greece. 
Every  where  the  multitude,  unable  to  penetrqie 
his  intentions,  believe  him  inflamed  with  a  zeal 
for  religion ;  on  every  fide  they  exclaim  that  he 
has  owed  his  vidory  to  the  fandity  of  the  caufc 
which  he  fupported,  and  that  the  gods  have  chofen 
him  to  avenge  the  infult  offered  to  their  altars. 
He  had  himfelf  forefeen  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  fuch  an  opinion;  and  before  the  battle, 
had  commanded  his  foldiers  to  crown  themfelves 
with  laurels,  as  if  he  marched  to  the  attack  in  the  \^ 
name  of  the  divinity  of  Delphi,  to  whom  that  tree 
is  confecrated  ^. 

Intentions  fo  pure,  and  fuccefs  fo  fplendid,  have 
^xalted  the  admiration  of  the  Greeks  to  enthufiafm. 
We  hear  of  nothing  but  this  prince,  his  extraordi- 
nary abilities  and  exemplary  virtues.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  anecdote  which  is  related  of  him. 

^  Diod.  lib.  i6f  p.  435.     Paufan.  lib.  lo,  cap.  2,  p.  8o2. 
1  Juftin.  lib.  8,  cap.  i. 
*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  2. 
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He  had  in  his  army  a  foldier  renowned  for  his 
bravery,  but  infatiably  avaricious  ■.  The  foldier 
had  embarked  for  fome  diftant  expedition,  and, 
his  veffel  having  been  loft,  he  was  caft,  half  dead, 
upon  the  (hore,  A  Macedonian,  who  cultivated 
a  fmall  field  in  the  neighbourhood,  hearing  of  his 
misfortune,  haftened  to' his  affiftance,  preferved  his 
life,  took  him  to  his  houfe,^  gave  up  to  him  his 
bed,  and  during  a  whole  month  attended  him  with 
unwearied  afliduity,  and  afforded  him  every  aid 
which  pity  and  humanity  could  fuggeft.  He 
afterward  furniftied  him  with  the  money  neceflary 
to  enable  him  to  return  to  Philip.  You  (hall  be 
convinced  of  my  gratitude,  faid  the  foldier,  at 
parting,  ftiould  I  ever  again  fee  the  king  my  maf* 
ter.  He  arrived,  related  to  Philip  his  misfortune, 
but  faid  not  a  word  of  him  to  whofe  humanity  he 
was  indebted  for  his  life.  As  a  recompcnce  for 
his  fufferings  in  the  fervice  of  his  fovereign,  he 
alked  a  fmall  houfe  near  the  place  to  which  he  had 
been  carried  by  the  waves,  and  which  was  no  other 
than  the  houfe  of  his  bcnefaftor.  The  king  im- 
mediately granted  his  requeft ;  but  being  foon 
after  informed  of  the  whole  truth  of  the  tranfaftion, 
by  a  letter  from  the  owner  of  the  houfe,  written 
with  much  franknefs  and  fpirit,  he  exprefTed  the 
higheft  indignation,  and  commanded  the  governor 

^  Senec.  de  Benef.  lib.  4,  cap.  37. 
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of  the  province  to  put  the  latter  again  in  poffcf^ 
fion  of  his  dwelling,  and  to  brand  the  forehead  of 
the  foldier  with  a  mark  of  infamy. 

This  adtion  has  been  extolled  to  the  fkies :  I 
approve  without  admiring  it.  Philip  himfelf  de* 
ferved  more  to  be  puniflied  than  the  ungratefiil 
and  rapacious  foldier ;  for  the  fubjeft  who  folicits 
an  unjuft  grant  is  lefs  culpable  than  the  prince 
who  beftows  it  without  examination.  What  thetf 
ought  Philip  to  have  done  after  having  branded 
the  foldier  with  infamy  ?  Ta  have  renounced  tlie 
wretched  prerogative  of  being  generous  with  the 
property  of  another,  and  to  have  engaged,  by  a 
folemn  promife  to  all  his  fubjefts,  never  again  to 
be  fo  inattentive  in  the.diltribution  of  his  h* 
vours. 


In   the  ArCHONSHIP  of  ARISTODEMUff^ 

The  nth  year  of  the  107th  Olym^ad, 

(From  the  2^  of  July  of  the  year  ^^2^  to  the  2zd  of  July  of  the  year 
35^9  ifffore  ChriJIJ 

Letter  of  ApOLLODORtJs. 

1  HAVE  mentioned,  in  one  of  my  former 
letters,  that,  to  prevent  the  excurfions  of  Philip, 
and  confine  him  to  his  own  dominions,  it  had 
been  refolved  to  raife  fixty  talents,  and  fend  into* 
Thrace  forty  galleys,  with  a  powerful  army.  After 
V  about 
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About  eleven  months  employed  in  preparations^ 
we  hate  at  laft  raifed  five  talents  *5  and  fitted 
out  two  galleys  %  th«  command  of  which  was  to 
be  giv«i  to  Charidcmus.  He  was  juft  ready  to 
fail^  when  a  report  was  fpread  that  Pbihp  was  fkk^ 
that  he  was  dead ;  on  which  we  immediately  diC 
armed^  while  Philip  immediately  marched  toward 
Thermopylae.    He  was  about  to  fall  on  Phocis  ^ 

worn  whence  he  might  eafily  have  entered  Attica^ 
but  fortunately  we  bad  a  fleet  on  the  neighbour^ 
ing  coafty  which  was  conveying  a  body  of  troopa 
to  the  affiftance  of  the  Phocians.  Nauficies,  their 
general]^  immediately  landed  them  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  and  took  poflefl&on  of  the  defile ;  on  which 
Philip  abandoned  his  defign,  and  retired  toward 
Macedonia  '^. 

We  have  been  much  elated  at  this  event.    Our 

.  allies  have  congratulated  us  on  it^  and  we  have 
decreed  diankfgivings  to  the  god^^  and  eulogiums 
to  the  troops  ^  Wretched  city  1  in  which  to  take 
pofleffion  of  a  pofi:  without  oppofition  is  efteemed 
an  aft  df  bravery^  a^  to  efcape  a  defeat  a  fubjedt 
of  triumph! 

Some  days  fince,  the  general  affembly  took  into 
coafideration  our  difputes  with  the  king  of  Mace- 

*  ^7,000  livrcs  ( i^i  ^$  L ) 

•  Demoftb,  Olynth.  3,  p,  55. 
V  Diod.  lib.  16,  p.  43^. 

^  Idw  ibid.  p.  436.     Demoftbk  iPtiih  t,  p.  49*     Orof.  lib.  ]) 
cap.  12.     . 

'  Denaoftb.  dt  Fall.  Leg.  p.  306%     Ulp.  ibid.  p»  36^4 

\oL,  V*  H 
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doo.  Dcmofthenes  afcended  the  roftrutn%  and 
painted  in  the  flxongcft  colours  the  indolence  and 
frivolity  of  the  Athenians,  the  ignorance  and  ab- 
furd  roeafures  of  their  leaders,  and  the  ambition 
and.aftivity  of  Philip. 

He  propofed  to  fit  out  a  fleet,  to  raife  a  body  of 
troops,  compofed,  at  leaft  in  part,  of  citizens ',  to 
carry  the  war  into  Macedonia,  and  not  to  termi- 
nate it,  except  by  an  advantageous  treaty  or  a 
deciiive  viftory  ■.  For,  faid  he,  unlefs  we  fpeedily 
attack  Philip  in  his  own  dominions,  it  will  pro* 
bably  not  be  long  before  he  attacks  us  in  ours  \ 
He  fixed  the  number  of  foldiers  which  it  would 
be  neccffary  to  enrol,  and  propofed  means  for 
providing  for  their  fubfiftence. 

Such  meafures  would  difconcert  the  fchemes  of 
Philip,  and  prevent  him  from  making  war  on  us 
at  the  expence  of  our  allies,  whofe  (hips  he  feizes 
with  impunity  y.  They  would  at  the  fame  time 
reanimate  the  courage  of  thofe  who  have  been 
obliged  to  throw  themfelves  into  his  arms,  and 
who  bear  the  yoke  of  his  alliance  with  that  fear 
and  hatred  which  the  pride  of  an  ambitious  prince 
infpires  *. 


•.Demofth,  Philip,  i,  p. ^7. 

<  Id.  ibid.  p.  50. 

V  Id.  ibid.  p.  49. 

^   Id.  ibid.  p.  54* 

y  Id.  ibid.  p.  52. 

2  Id.  ibid.  p.  48. 
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Demofthcnes  explained  and  enforced  what  he 
propofed  with  equal  perfpiciiity  and  cnergj*.  He 
poflefles  that  eloquence  which  compels  his  hearers 
to  recognize  thenifoltes  and  their  condud  in  the 
mortifying  pifture  which  he  drew  of  their  paft 
errors  and  prefent  fituation. 

"  See/*  exclaimed  he,  "  to  what  a  height  of 
audacity  Philip  has  at  length  arrived  *•  He  de* 
prives  you  of  the  choice  of  war  or  peace,  braves  you 
with  his  menaces,  and  talks,  as  we  are  informed, 
in  the  moft  infolent  ftyle.  Not  fatisficd  with  his 
former  acquifitions,  he  is  dill  in  purfuit  of  further 
conquefts,  and  while  we  fit  down  inadive  and  ir- 
refolute,  inclofes  us  on  all  fides  with  his  toils. 
When  therefore,  O  my  countrymen,  when  will 
you  exert  your  vigour  ?  When  forced  by  fome 
neceffity,  Juft  heaven  I  what  more  urgent  necef- 
fity  can  there  be  to  freemen  than  the  difgrace  at- 
tendant on  mifcondudt  ?  Will  you  perpetually 
walk  about  in  the  public  places,  each  enquiring  of 
the  other,  "  What  new  advices  ?'*  Can  any  thing 
be  more  new  than  that  a  man  of  Macedon  (hould 
conquer  the  Athenians  and  give  law  to  Greece  ?— - 
Is  Philip  dead  ? — No ;  but  dangeroufly  ill. — How 
are  you  concerned  in  thofe  rumours?  Even  fliould 
he  die,  you  would  foon  raife  up  another  Philip  by 
your  negligence  and  inertnefs. 


•  Demofth.  Philip,  i,  p.  48. 
H2 
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*^  You  lofe  the  time  for  aftion  in  frivolous  d'elf> 
bfrations.  Your  generals,  inflead  of  appearing  aff 
the  head  of  your  armibs,  parade  in  the  proctffions 
of  yoifr  priefts  to  add  fplendcjfc  tathe  public  cere- 
monies ^.  Your  armies  are  only  compoied  of  mer- 
cenaries, the  dregs  of  foreign  nations,  vile  robbers^ 
who  lead  their  chiefs  rather  than  aire  led  by  them, 
fbrnecknes  infio  the  counciies  of  your  allies,  of  whon^ 
they  are  the  terror,  :wd  ometimes  to  thofe  of  the 
barbarians,  who  deprive  you  ot  them  at  the  very 
time  when  you  moft  waiit  their  afffiftance  '.  Inde« 
eifion  and  confiiiion  prevail  in  adl  your  prepara« 
tions  ** :  your  projedts  have  neither  plan  nor  fore^ 
fight.  You  are  the  Haves  of  circumftances,  and  op- 
portunities perpetually  efcape  you.  Like  unlkilful 
boJEers,  you  aever  think  of  guarding  againft  a  blow 
till  yo^Jf  harve  received  it.  If  you  hear  that  Philip 
is  in  the  Cberlbnefus,  immediately  you  pafs  a  de* 
Cree  to  fend  forces  thither,  if  he  is  iaid  to  be  at 
Thermopylae,  inftantly  another  decree  pafies  for 
the  troops  to  march  thither.  You  hurry  up  and 
downt  aind  follow  wherever  he  kimfetf  condud^ 
youy  btit  only  arrive  time  enough  to  be  wiinefies 
to  his  fuccefs  ^." 

The  whole  harangue  is  full  of  fimilar  (lrokes.r 
The  ftyle  of  Thucydides,  which  the  orator  pro- 

M         I       m  '  '1-       .ii-     I         I        ,  M, 

^  Demoilh.  Philip.  I9  p»  Jii^ 
«  Id.  ibid.  p.  Jo. 
^  Id.  ibid.  p.  52. 
f  Id^  ibid«  p.  53. 
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fK>fed  to  himfclf  as  a  model,  it  is  faid,  is  diftlnftljr 
perceivable  in  itf .  As  I  left  the  aflembly,  I  hcai  J 
many  of  the  Athenians  laviftiing  their  praifcs  oa 
Demofthenes,  and  enquiring  what  ncwb  troin  the 
Phocians. 

You  will  perhaps  put  to  mc  the  llime  quediom 
They  were  fuppofed  to  be  wkhout  refource  after 
the  vidory  of  Philip,  but  they  have  the  treafures 
of  Delphi  at  their  difpofai ;  and  as  they  have  in- 
creafed  the  pay  of  their  troops,  they  attraft  to 
their  ftandard  all  the  mercenaries  who  ramble 
over  Greece.  The  laft  campaign  has  produced 
nothing  dedfivc:  they  have  4oft  fome  baules,  and 
ihej  have  gained  fome ;  they  have  ravaged  th6 
country  of  the  Locrians,  while  cheir  own  has  beea 
laid  wade  by  the  Thebansi^. 

Our  friends,  who  much  regra  your  abfence, 
continue  \o  naeet  from  time  to  time  at  my  houfe* 
Ycfterday  evening  the  queftion  was  propofed. 
Why  great  men  are  fo  rare,  and  only  appear  at 
intervals?  The  debate  on  it  continued  a  long 
time.  ChrjLfophilus  denied  the  faft,  and  main- 
tained, that  Nature  does  not  favour  one  age  of 
country  more  than  another^  Would  fame,  added 
he,  ever  have  celebrated  Lycurgus  if  he  had 
been  born  a  Have,  or  Homer  if  he  had  lived  at  a 
jtime  when  the  language  of  his  country  was  not 

*  Dionyf.  Halic.  de  Thucyd*  Jud.  cap*  53,  t,  vi.  p.  94^ 
4  Diod»  \j\^  i6|  p«  436,  S9C. 
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yet  formed  ?  Who  can  affirm,  that  in  our  time, 
among  civilized  or  barbarous  nations,  we  might 
not  find  other  Homers  or  Lycurgufes  employed 
in  the  difcharge  of  the  vileft  functions  ?  Nature, 
ever  free  and  ever  rich  in  her  prod u6l ions,  fcatters 
minds  endowed  with  genius  over  the  earth,  but 
circumftances  alone  can  expand  and  perfedt  their 
powers, 


In  the  Archonship  of  Thessalus, 

The  zd  year  of  the  107th  Olympiad, 

fFropt  the  Zidof  July  of  the  year  351,  to  the  \ith  of  July  tf 
the  year  350,  before  Chrljl^) 

Letter  of  Apollodorus. 

Artemisia,  queen  of  Cana,  is 
dead  ;  (he  has  furvived  her  brother  and  hufband 
Maufolus  only  two  years  *.  You  know  that  Mau* 
folus  was  one  of  thofe  kings  whom  the  court  of 
Sufa  keeps  as  it  were  in  garrifon  on  the  frontiers 
of  the  empire,  to  defend  its  entrance.  It  is  faid, 
that  his  wife,  who  governed  him,  having  gathered 
up  his  a(hes,  mixed  them,  from  an  excels  of  af* 
fe<Jtion,  with  her  drink  *.     Her  grief  is  aUb  faid  to 

^  Dird.  Sic.  Hb*  1 6,  p.  443. 

«  Aul.   GeiU  libf  lOj  cap,  |8t    Valt  Max.  Ub.  4,  cap.  6, 
extern,  No,  if 
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have  been  the  caufe  of  her  death '^.  She  has 
however  purfued,  with  no  lefs  ardour^  the  ambi* 
tious  projeds  with  which  (he  had  infpired  him.* 
By  adding  treachery  *  to  a  concurrence  of  fonie 
fortunate  circumftances,  he  acquired  pofleffion  of 
the  iflands  of  Cos,  Rhodes,  and  feveral  Grecian 
cities,  and  Artemifia  has  retained  them  in  obe- 
dience ". 

Obferve,  I  entreat  you,  how  falfe  and  fatal  -arc 
the  ideas  which  govern  this  world,  and  efpecially 
thofe  which  fovereigns  form  to  themfelves  of  power 
and  glory.  Had  Artemifia  underftood  the  true 
interefts  of  her  huftand,  (he  would  have  taught 
him  to  leave  fraud  and  oppreffion  to  extenfive 
empires,  and  to  found  his  own  power  and  honour 
on  the  happinefs  of  his  province  and  the  love  of 
the  people,  who  only  aik  of  their  governors  not  to 
be  treated  as  enemies.  But  (he  wiflied  to  make  of 
him  a  fpecies  of  conqueror.  Both  were  lavi(h  of 
the  blood  and  fortunes  of  their  fubjefts  " ;  and  with 
what  view  ?  To  embelli(h  the  little  city  of  Hali'- 
carnafTus,  and  render  illuftrious  the  memory  of  a 
petty  viceroy  of  the  king  of  Perfia. 

Artemi(ia  negleded  no  means  which  (he  ima- 
gined might  beftow  immortality  on  her  hu(band% 

*  Thcopomp.  ap,  Harpocn  in  'A^lif*.    Strab.  lib.  14,  p.  6^6» 
Cicer.  Tufcul.  lib.  3*  pap.  3I9 1.  it.  p.  326.  . 

1  Demoftb.  de  Rhod«  Libert,  p.  144. 
»  Id.  ibid.  p.  147. 

*  Theop.  ap,  Harpocr.  in  Mo^^-^V 

H  4 
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She  invited,  by  rewards,  the  moft  diftinguiflied 
men  «f  genius  to  employ  themfelvcs  in  recording' 
the  tdkms  of  Maufolus*  Poems  and  tragedies 
have  been  written  in  his  honour,  aod  the  orators  of 
Greece  folicited  to  compofe  his  eulogium.  Many 
of  them  have  entered  the  lifts  %  and  Ifocrates  and 
(bme  of  his  difciples  have  become  competitors., 
Theopompus,  who  is  employed  in  writing  th« 
hiftory  of  Greece,  has  carried  off  the  prize  from 
His  mafter,  and  had  the  weaknefs  to  boaft  of  his 
fuccefs''.  I  one  day  aiked  him  whether^  while 
writing  the  panegyric  of  a  man  whofe  fordid  ava-*- 
rice  had  ruined  fo  many  families,  the  pen  did 
not  frequently  drop  from  his  hand  ^«  He  anfwered : 
I  have  now  fpoken  as  an  orator ;  another  time  I 
(ball  fpeak  as  an  hiftorian.  Such  is  the  falfebood 
and  bafenefs  of  which  eloquence  permits  itfelf  to 
be  guilty^  and  which  we  have  the  meannefs  to^ 
pardon. 

Artemifia  at  the  fame  time  caufed  to  be  built  for 
Maufolus  a  tomb,  which  apparently  will  only  im- 
mortalize, the  artifts  empbyed  in  its  conftrudion« 
I  have  feen  the  plan  of  it :  it  is  a  long  fquare^ 
four  hundred  and  eleven  feet  in  circuit.  The 
principal  part  of  the  edifice,  furrounded  by  thirty- 
fix  columns,  is  to  be  decorated  on.  it;s  four  fronts 

■> *       ■■■■■■«  ,   ,,  m    w  •  '  f         I         ■         ■!■  m       >  - 

•  Aul.  Gcll.  lib,   1©,  cap.  18.     Phit,  X.  Rh^t.  Vit.  t.  li. 
p.  8^8.     Suid.  in  Ifocr.' Taylor,  Lc6i,  Lyf.  cap,  5, 

P  Theop.  ap.  Eufeb.  Pnep.  £vang.  lib.  10,  cap.  3,  p.  464* 
4  Theop.  ap.  ^arpocr*  et  Suid.  in  M«v0>rX« 
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by  four  of  the  moft  famous  fculptors  in  Greece, 
Brinxts^  Scopas,  Leocharesj  and  Timocheus.  Above 
is  to  be  a  pyramid,  on  which  is  to  be  placed  a  car 
with  four  horfes.  The  car  will  be  of  marble,  and 
by  the  hand  of  Pythis,  The  total  height  of  the 
Bionument  is  to  be  one  hundred  and  forty  feet '  *. 
It  is  already  in  great  forwardnefs;  and  as  Idrieus, 
who  fucceeds  his  fifter  Artcmifia,  does  not  intereft 
faimfelf  fo  much  as  the  late  queen  in  its  comple- 
tion, the  artifts  have  declared  that  they  will  con- 
fider  it  as  an  honour  and  duty  to  finifli  it  with* 
out  requiring  any  reward  \  The  foundations  have 
been  laid  in  the  middle  of  an  open  place  laid  out 
by  Maufolus  S  on  a  piece  of  ground  naturally  dif- 
pofed  in  the  form  of  a  theatre,  which  extends  in  a 
defcent  to  the  fea.  The  traveller,  when  he  enters 
the  harbour,  cannot  but  furvey  the  fcene  which 
prefents  itfelf  with  admiration.  On  one  fide  is  the 
royal  palace,  and  on  the  other  the  temple^of  Venus 
and  Mercury,  fituated  near  the  fountain  of  Sal* 
macis.  In  front  the  public  market  extends  along 
the  Ihore;  beyond  which  is  the  open  place  above- 
mentioned  ;  and  flill  farther  the  citadel  and  tern* 


'  Plin.  lib.  36,  cap.  5,  t.  II.  p.  728. 

*  If  Pliny,  in  the  defcription  of  this  edifice,  made  ufe  of 
Greciao  meafures,  the  41 1  feet  in  circuit  will  be  reduced  to  3^8 
feet  2  inches  French  (413  i  feet  Eng.)  ;  and  the  140  feet  in 
height  to   132  feet,  2  inches,  8  linesi  French  (140  feet  7  inches 


^ng.) 
'   •  PI 


iin.Jbid. 
(  Vitruv*  lib*  2,  cap.  8. 
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pie  of  Mars,  on  the  top  of  which  is  a  coloflal  fta- 
tue.  The  tomb  of  Maufolus,  intended  to  fix  the 
eye  after  it  has  refted  a  moment  on  thefe  fuperb 
edifices,  will  no  doubt  be  one  of  the  fined  monu- 
ments in  the  world  • ;  but  it  (hould  have  been 
confecrated  to  the  memory  of  a  benefador  to 
mankind. 

Idrieus,  when  he  afcended  the  throne,  received 
ordefs  from  Artaxerxes  to  fend  a  body  of  auxilia- 
ries againft  the  kings  of  Cyprus,  who  have  revolt- 
ed. Phocion  commands  them  in  conjundtion  with 
Evagoras,  who  formerly  reigned -in  that  iiland* 
Their  intention  is  to  begin  by  the  fiege  of  Sala- 
mis  *.  ' 

The  king  of  Perfia  has  more  extenfive  views  : 
he  is  making  preparations  for  the  conquefi:  of 
Egypt.  I  hope  you  will  already  have  taken  pro- 
per meafures  for  your  fecurity.  He  has  demanded 
troops  from  us,  and  from  the  other  dates  of  Greece. 
We  have  refufed  him,  and  fo  alfo  Imve  the  Lace- 
daemonians :  it  is  fufficient  for  us  that  we  have  let 
him  have  Phocion.  .  The  Grecian  cities  of  Afia 
have  already  promifed  him  fix  thoufand  men. 
Thebes  will  furnifli  him  with  one  thoufand,  and 
Argos  with  three  thoufand,  which  will  be  com- 
manded by  Nicoftratus,  an  able  general,  but 
whofe  frenfy  it  is  to  imitate  Hercules.     In  battle 

»  Vitruv.  lib.  2,  cap.  8.     Strab,lib.  14,  p.  656.     Plln.  ib'td% 
^  Jpiod.  Sic.  lib.  16,  p.  44c. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


TRAVELS    IN    GREECE.        ioj 

he  wears  a  lion-lkin  over  his  fhoulders,  and  carries 
a  club  in  his  hand.  He  is  fent  by  the  particular 
defire  of  Artaxerxes  y. 

For  fome  time  paft  we  have  let  out  for  hire  our 
generals,  foldiers,  and  failors,  to  the  kings  of  Per* 
fia,  who  have  always  been  very  defirous  to  have 
Greeks  in  their  fervice,  for  whom  they  pay  a  great 
price.  Various  motives  compel  our  republics  to 
confent  to  this  traffic:  the  neceffity  of  ridding 
themfelves  of  foreign  mercenaries,  whom  the  peace 
renders  ufelefs,  and  who  are  a  burthen  to  the  ftate; 
the  defire  of  procuring  for  their  citizens,  impo« 
verilhed  by  war,  a  pay  that  may  reftore  their  for- 
tunes ;  the  fear  of  lofing  the  proteftion  and  al- 
liance of  the  great  king;  and,  laftly,  the  hope  of 
obtaining  fuch  a  pecuniary  donation  as  may  re* 
pleni(h  the  exhaufted  public  treafury.  The  Thc- 
bans  have  juft  received  from  Artaxerxes  •  the  fum 
of  three  hundred  talents  *•  We  are  infulted  by  a 
Icing  of  Maccdon,  and  bought  by  a  king  of  Pcrfia: 
j^re  we  not  fufficiently  degraded  ? 


y  Diod.  Sic*  lib.  i6f  p.  442. 

»  Id.  ibid.  p.  438. 

♦  i,620,ocx)  livres  (67,500!.) 
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In   THE    ArCHONSHIP   op    ApOLtODOKUS, 
The  3d  year  of  the  107th  Olympiad, 

(Frm  tie  i  ith  tfjuly  of  the  year  350,  to  the  yath  rfjt/ne  4fthq 
year  349,  he/ore  Chrjfi.) 

We  received  the  three  foUowisg  Letters  on  the  fame  day. 

Letter  of  Nicetas. 

I  LAUGH  at  the  fears  with  which 
many  people  wifh  to  infpire  us.  The  power  of 
Philip  can  never  be  durable;  it  is  only  founded 
on  perfidy,  felfehood,  and  perjury*.  He  is  detcfted 
by  his  allies^  whom  he  has  frequently  deceived ; 
by  his  fubjeds  and  foldiers,  haraffed  and  ex- 
haufted  by  expeditions  from  which  they  derive  no 
advantage ;  by  the  principal  officers  of  his  army, 
who  are  puniflied  if  they  do  not  fucceed  in  an  en- 
terprife,  and  mortified  if  they  dc^  for  he  is  fo  jea- 
lous, that  he  would  fooner  pardon  them  a  ftiame- 
ful  defeat  than  too  brilliant  fuccefs.  They  live 
in  mortal  fear,  ever  expofcd  to  the  flanders  of  the 
courtiers,  and  the  envious  fufpicions  of  a  prince 
who  has  refervcd  to  himfelf  all  the  glory  that  can 
\)t  acquired  in  Maccdon*. 

His  kingdom  is  in  a  deplorable  fituationj  its 
harvefts  fail,  its  commerce  is  deftroyed.    Poor  and 

*  Demofth.  Olynth.  2,  p«  22.     Faufan.  lib.  8,  cap.  7,  p.  6i2«, 
Juftin.  lib.  9,  cap*  8. 
b  Demofth.  Olynth.  2,  p.  23,  et  ad  Philip.  Epift^  p.  118,1 
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weak  in  itfelf^  it  is  dill  more  enfeebled  by  its  ag«- 
grandizement*.  The  flighted  reverfe  of  fortune 
Will  overturn  that  profperity  whkh  Philip  owes 
only  to  the  incapacity  of  our  generals,  and  to  the 
methods  of  corruption  which  he  has  fo  (bame- 
,  fully,  but  {o  fuccefsfuUy,  employed  throughout 
Greece  ^. 

His  partifans  extol  his  perfpnal  qualities ;  but 
I  will  repeat  to  you  what  I  have  heard  from  thofe 
yho  have  had  opportunities  to  view  him  near^  and 
obferve  his  real  charadker. 

Propriety  and  regularity  of  manners  cannot  pro- 
cure his  efleem,  but  vice  is  almoft  always  rewarded 
with  his  friendfhip  ^  He  difdains  the  man  who 
is  only  virtuous,  repulCes  the  man  of  knowledge 
and  experience  who  gives  him  advice  ^  and 
courts  flattery  with  as  much  eagernefs  as  flattery 
couns  other  princes.  Whoever  would  pleafe,  ob- 
tain his  favour,  and  be  admitted  to  his  private 
parties,  muft  have  a  conftitution  ftrong  enough  to 
partake  in  his  debauchery,  and  talents  to  amufe 
him  and  excite  his  laughter.  A  few  pleafantries, 
ftrokes  of  fatire,  witticifms,  verfes,  and  obfcene 
fongs,  are  fufficient  to  obtain  his  bigheft  favour ; 
on  which  account,  if  we  except  Antipater,  Par- 

r^ ' ^r-- ' 

«  Demofth.  Olvnth.  a,  p.  23,  rt  lid  Phflip.  Epift.  p.  1x8. 
^  Id.  de  Fair.  S«g.  pw  354,  34I9  &c. 

«  Demofth.  Olynth.  2,  p.  33.    Ileop.  ap.  Atlicn.  lib.  6, 
f*  260. 
f  If«cr.  £p.  ad  Philip.  t»i»  p.  43 7« 
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menloj  and  two  or  three  other  men  of  merit,  his 
court  is  only  a  wretched  affembly  of  knaves,  mu- 
ficians,  poets,  and  buffoons  ^,  who  applaud  him 
right  or  wrong.  Perfons  of  this  defcription 
throng  to  Macedon  from  every  part  of  Greece. 

Callias,  who  is  fo  expert  a  buffoon ;  Callias, 
not  long  fince  the  public  flave  of  this  city,  from 
which  he  has  been  driven,  is  now  one  of  his  prin- 
cipal courtiers  **.  Agathocles,  another  flave,  has 
raifed  himfelf  to  preferment  by  the  fame  means^ 
Philip,  to  reward  him,  has  placed  him  at  the  head 
of  a  detachment  of  his  troops  * :  and,  laftly,  Thra- 
fydaeusj  the  fiUieft  and  groffeft  of  flatterers,  has 
juft  obtained  a  fovereignty  in  Theflaly  *^. 

Thefe  defpicable  men  are  publicly  called  the 
friends  of  the  king,  and  the  fcourges  of  Mace- 
don * ;  their  number  is  exceffive,  and  their  power 
boundlefs.  Not  fatisfied  with  the  treafures  which 
he  lavifties  on  them,  they  perfecute  the  honeft 
citizens  and  defpoil  them  of  their  property,  or 
facrifice  them  to  their  revenge  ".  With  them  he 
riots  in  the  mod  fliameful  intemperance,  paffing 
whole  nights  in  drinking,  almoU  continually  in- 
toxicated and  furious,  ftriking  every  one  who  ap- 

8  Demoilh.  Olynth.  2,  p.  23.     Theop.  ibid,  lib.  io»p.  439. 
Id.  ap.  Polyb.  in  Exccqjt.  Val.  p.  21. 
^  Demoillu  Olynth.  2,  p.  24. 
»  Theop,  ap.  Athen.  Kb.  6,  cap.  17,  p.  ajpt 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  131  p.  249. 
^  Id.  ibid;  lib.  4,  cap.  19,  p.  167. 
^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6,  p.  260.  * 
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proaches  him,  ind  comcnitcing  excefies  which  can* 
not  be  recoUefted  widiout  a  bluQi  ^. 

It  is  not  only  within  the  walls  of  his  palace  that 
he  thus  degrades  the  dignity  of  the  throne,  but  he 
dilhonours  it  in  the  face  of  nations.  Have  we  not 
feen  him,  when  lately  be  was  among  the  Thefla- 
lians,  fo  famed  for  their  intemperance,  invite  them 
to  frequent  entertainments,  intoxicate  himfelf  with 
them,  amufe  them  with  his  pleafantries,  leap, 
dance,  and  aft  by  turns  the  part  of  the  buffoon  and 
pantomime  °  ? 

No,  Anacharfis,  never  can  I  believe  that  fuch 
a  ftage-player  was  borii  to  enflave  Greece. 


Letter  of  Apollodorus. 

Received  on  the  fame  day  with  the  preceding. 

I  CANNOT  get  rid  of  my  fears  for  the 
prefent  ftate  of  Greece.  In  vain  do  I  hear  my 
countrymen  boaft  of  the  number  of  its  inhabitants, 
the  valour  of  its  foldiers,  and  the  fplendour  of  their 
ancient  viftories.  In  vain  am  I  told  that  Philip 
will  fet  bounds  to  his  conquefts,  and  that  his  en- 
terprifcs  have  hitherto  been  coloured  by  fpecious 
pretexts.  I  fear  the  infufHciency  of  our  means  of 
defence^  and  I  diftrufl  his  real  intentions. 

The  dates  of  Greece  are  enfeebled  and  corrupt- 

^  Theop.  ap.  Athen*  lib.  6,  p.  260;  ct  lib.  10,  cap.  I0|  p.  439. 
*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6,  cap.  17,  p.  260. 
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cd;  they  havf  no  longer  laws  or  citizens^  any  idctt 
of  real  glory,  or  zeal  for  the  good  of  the  country: 
every  where  we  only  fee  vile  mercenaries  in  the 
place  of  foldiers,  and  plunderers  inftead  of  gene- 
xals. 

Our  republics  will  never  ufiite  againft  Philip. 
Some  are  engaged  in  a  war  which  miift  complete 
their  deftrudion,  and  others  have  nothing  in  com- 
mon but  jealoulies  and  claims  which  muft  preveac 
their  union  '.  The  e^cample  of  Athens  might  per- 
haps make  a  greater  impreffion  on  them  than  their 
private  interefts;  but  here  nothing  is  feen  but 
feftivals  and  (bows.  We  endure  the  infults  of 
Philip  with  the  fame  courage  as  our  forefathers 
braved  dangers.  The  impetuous  eloquence  of 
Demofthenes  cannot  roufe  us  from  our  fupine- 
nefs.  When  I  fee  him  afcend  the  roftrum,  I 
feem  to  hear  him  cry,  amidft  the  tombs  of  our 
ancient  warriors  :  Ye  extinA:  a(hes^  ye  dry  bones^ 
arife,  and  defend  your  coilntry. 

On  the  other  fide,  obferve  that  Philip,  the 
fingle  confident  of  his  own  fecrets,  the  fole  dif* 
penfer  of  his  treafures,  the  moft  able  general  of 
Greece,  the  braved  foldier  in  his  army,  forefees, 
conceives,  and  executes  every  thing  himfelf ;  an* 
ticipates  events,  derives  advantage  from  them 
when  that  is  poflible,  and  yields  to  them  when  to 


P  Demoftb«  Philip.  4,  p.  I02«     Id.  de  Coron*  p*  47  J* 

4  yield 
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^leld  is  neceffary*.  Remember  that  his  troops 
are  ej^trcmely  well  difciplined ';  that  he  exercifes 
^them  ih(ieflantly  ;  that  in  time  of  peace  he  makes 
them  ^erfbrrti  marches  of  three  hundred  ftadia*, 
Vith  arms  and  baggage ' ;  that  at  all  times  he  is 
alt  thdr  head;  that  he  removes  them  with  an 
Alarming  expedftion  from  one  extremity  of  his 
kingdom  to  the  other;  and  that  they  have  learned 
of  him  to  make  no  difference  between  fummer 
and  vi^inter,  between  fatigue  and  reft  K  RecoUeft, 
that  if  the  interior  country  of  Macedohia  exhibits 
marks  6f  the  calamitite  of  waf,  he  has  found 
abundant  refoorces  in  the  gold  mines  which  ap** 
pertain  to  him,  in  tlie  fpbils  of  the  cities  and  ftates 
he  has  conquered^  and  in  the  trade  of  the  nations 
which  begin  to  fr^uent  the  ports  he  has  made 
bimfelf  mafter  (k  ih  Theflaly.  Obferve,  that  fincc 
he  hais  been  on  the  thrbne  he  has  propofed  to  him«> 
felf  butX^ne  objeft,  which  he  has  had  the  courage 
leifurely  to  profecute ;  that  he  takes  no  ftcp  with- 
out mature  reflcdton,  nor  proceeds  to  a  fecond  till 
he  5s  iffured  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  firft  ;  that  he  is 
be&les  aftuated  by  an  infatiable  thirft  of  glory, 
which  he  feeks  in  the  midft  of  dangers^  in  the 
Hxickeft  of  the  battle,   and  wherever  it  ihay  be 

'— j_ . : . -^ 

^  JDemofth.  Olynth.  I9  p*  i« 
y  Id.  Olynth.  2,  p.  234 

*  MoTt  than  eleven  leagues. 

*  Pblysn.  Strateg.  lib.  4,  cap.  2»  (  lO. 

^  Demoflh.  Philip.  4,  p*  92.     Id.  ad  Philip.  £pift»  p.  z  19. 

Vol.  V.  y 
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deareft  purcbafed ".  Remember,  in  fine>  4;hat  hi» 
operations  are  always  guided  by  times  and  places. 
The  frequent  revolts  of  the  Tbracisas,  lUyrians, 
and  other  barbarous  nations,  he  quells  with  his 
yiftorious  armies ;  while  he  attacks  the  ftatcs  of 
Greece  with  ineurfions  to  try  their  ftrcngtb,  apo- 
logies to  juftify  his  enterprifes,  artifices  lo  divide 
and  enfeeble  them,  and  the  poifon  of  corruption  to 
deduce  them  to  flavery  *. 

He  has  infefted  them  with  that  dcftruftive  and 
fatal  contagion  which  withers  honour  to  the  roots  ^t 
he  retains  in  his  pay  the  public  orators,  the  prin- 
cipal citizens,  and  even  entire  cities*  Sometimet 
be  gives  up  his  conquefts  to  his  allies,  who  tbu> 
become  the  inftniments  of  his  ambition  till  they 
inay  be  made  its  vi<5tims  •.  As  men  of  genius  and 
labilities  have  always  confideratiSe  influence  on 
^e  public  opinion,  he  maintains  with  them  a  con- 
ftant  correfpondence  %  and  offers  them  an  afylum 
at  his  court  when  they  are  diflatisfied  witli  the 
.treatment  they  receive  from  their  country  ^. 

His  partifans  are  fo  numerous,  and,  when  occa- 
sion requb"?s,  fo  well  feconded  by  his  fecret  ne- 
gociations,  that,  notwithftanding  the  doubts  which 

*  Demofth.  Oljnth.  t^  p.  23* 

^  Id«  de  Cor#  p.  475  et  482^  Juftin.  lib.  g,  cap.8.  Diod.  Sic, 
Bb,  16,  p.  451. 

y  Demofth.  de  Halon.  p.  71*    Dc  Falf.  Leg* p.  334,  341,  &c» 

*  Id.  dc  Falf.  Leg.  p.  315. 

*  Ifocr.  Ep.  ad  Phil. 

^  iEfehin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  414* 
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ttay  be  entertained  of  the  regard  he  pays  to  his 
word  or  oath,  and  notwithftanding  all  ought  to  be 
convinced  tliat  his  hatred  is  lefs  fatal  than  bis 
friendftiip,  the  Theffalians  have  not  hefitated  to 
throw  themfelves  into  his  arms,  and  many  other 
dates  wait  only  a  fit  opportunity  to  follow  their 
example.  ♦ 

-Yet  an  idea  of  feeblenefs  is  ftill  annexed  to  bis 
power,  becaiife  we  have  as  yet  only  fcen  it  in  its 
infancy.  I  have  heard  many  perfons,  and  even 
men  of  good  underftanding,  fay,  that  the  pro- 
jefts  attributed  to  Philip  are  much  beyond  the 
ftrcngthof  his  kingdom;  as  if  the  queftion  merely 
related  to  Macedonia,  fuch  as  it  formerly  was; 
and  not  rather  to  an  empire  which,  during  ten 
years,  has  been  forming  by  progreffive  and  con- 
folidated  augmentations,  and  to  a  prince  whofc 
genius  increafes  a  hundred  fold  the  refources  of 
his  ftates,  and  whofe  adivity,  no  lefs  aftonilhing, 
multiplies  in  the  fame  proportion  the  number  of 
his  troops  and  the  moments  of  his  life. 

In  vain  may  we  flatter  ourfelvcs  that  this  life  is 
pafled  in  licentioufnefs  and  debauchery ;  in  vairi 
may  calumny  reprefent  him  to  us  as  the  moft  def- 
picable  and  difTolute  of  men  ^.  The  time  which 
other  fovereigns  lofe  in  the  infipidity  of  indolence 
he  gives  to  his  pleafures ;  and  that  which  they  be- 

^  Potyb.  in  Excerpt.  Valef.  p.  22. 
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ftow  on  their  plcafurcs  he  dedicates  to  the  inteKe^tf 
of  his  kingdom.  Would  to  heaven^  that  inftead 
of  the  vices  attributed  so  him,  he  had  other  dc- 
fe&^i  that  be  was  devoid  ofpenetratioA,  obilinatein 
bis  opinions,  inattentive  in  his  choice  of  minifters 
and  generals,  and  that  he  conduded  his  enter- 
prifes  without  vigilance;  or  any  regular  plan! 
Philip  has  perhaps  the  defeft  of  admiring  men. of 
wit,  as  if  he  himfelf  did  not  pofiefs  more  than  any 
perfbm.  A  ftroke  of  pkaiantry  may  pleafe,  but 
cannot  govern  him. 

In  fine,  our  orators,  to  infpire  the  people  with 
confidencCy  inceflantly  tell  them  that  a  power 
founded  on  injuftice  and  perfidy  cannot  fubfift. 
Without  doubt  it  could  not,  if  other  ftates  were 
not  equally  perfidious  and  unjuft ;.  but  the  reign 
of  virtue  is  over,  and  it  now  appertains  to  force 
alone  to  govern  mankind. 

My  dear  Anacbariis,  when  I  refleft  on  the  ado- 
nifliing  progrefs  which  Philip  has  made  in  a  few 
years,  and  when  I  think  on  that  aflemblage  or 
eminent  qualities  and  favour'able  circumilances 
of  which  I  have  here  given  you  the  fketch,  I 
cannot  avoid  concluding  that  Philip  was  born  to 
cnflaye  Greece. 
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Letter  of  Calltmedon. 

Heceivcd  on  ttc  Cunc  day  with  the  two  preceding  lettert. 

I  A  D  O  R  E  Philip :  he  loves  glory,  gc- 
fQiUSy  women^9  and  wine.  On  the  throne  he  is 
the  grcateft  of  kings*,  in  fociety  the  moft  amiabte 
<»f  Aien.  How  does  he  exhibit  to  advantage  the 
wit  of  others;  and  how  much  are  others  enchanted 
with  that  which  he  himfelf  difplays  I  What  eafe 
and  polkenefs  in  his  manner !  what  tafte  in  all  he 
iays,  and  what  grace  in  all  he  does  \ 

The  king  of  Macedon  is  fometimes  oblig^  to 
treat  the  vaaquiflied  har(hly ;  but  Philip  is  hu» 
mane,  mild,  af&ble  %  and  eflentially  good :  I  am 
fure  he.  is,  for  he  wi(hes  to  be  beloved  <;  and  be- 
iides  I  have  heard  it  faid  by  I  know  not  whom, 
peiliaps  by  myfetf,  that  whoever  is  fuch  a  friend 
Co  mirth  and  pljeafantry  can  never  be  bafe  and. 
cruel. 

His  anger  is  enkindled  and  extinguiflied  in  a 
moment*  Without  gall  or  rancour,  he  is  as  much 
fupierior  to  offence  as  to  praife.  Our  orators  load 
bim  with  th^  moft  infolent  reproaches,  and  his  Tub* 
je&s  themfelves  frequendy  tell  him  difagreeable 
truths*    He  fays  that  he  is  under  obligations  tp  the 

*  Atbcn.  lib,  13,  p.  578.     Plut.  Conpg.   Prxccpt,  t..  ii^ 
141.     Id.  Apophth.  p. 

•  Cicer,  dc  OfiSc.  lib.  i 
^  Id.  ibid. 
f  Juftin^  lib«  9i  cap.  8* 


p.  141.     Id.  Apophth.  p.  178* 
«  Cicerp  de  Offic.  lib.  i,  cap.  ?5,  U  iiu  p«  ao3^ 
^  Id.  ibid. 
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former,  becaufe  they  teach  him  to  correft  hi& 
faults'' 5  and  to  the  Utter,  becaufe  they  inftm<£fc 
him  in  his  duties.  A  woman  of  the  lower  dafs  of 
people  came  to  him,  entreating  him  to  terminate 
her  law-fuit.  I  have  not  time,  anfwcrcd  ha.  Why 
then  do  you  continue  on  the  throne  ?  returned 
flie.  He  feit  the  force  of  this  reply,  and  imme* 
diately  not  only  heard  and  decided  her  fuit,  but 
crd^^red  all  the  caufes  which  were  pending  to  be 
brought  before  bim»-  Another  time  he  fell  aileep 
during  the  pleadings,  and  yet  condemned  one  of 
the  parties  to  pay  a  fine. '  *'  I  appeal*,"  exclaimed 
the  pcrfon  againft  whom  be  gave  fentence.  **  And, 
to  whom  do  you  appeal  ?"  *5«  To  the  kingi  when 
more  attentive/'  Immediately. Ke  revised  the  pro-* 
cecdings,  acluiowledgcd  his  error^  and  paid  hkn- 
felf  the  fine  ht  had  iropofed  ^. 

.Would  you  know  whether  he  forgets  fhefer- 
irices  which  have  been  rendered  him :  He  had 
received  fome  from  Philon  while  he  was  a  hoftage 
at  THebes,  ten  yeai?s  ago  at  leaft.*  Not.  long  fiiice 
the  Tbebans  fent  deputies  to  him,  am6ag  the 
number  of  whom  was  Phrlon.  The  king  wilh^ed 
to  load  him  with  hrs  favours  ^ ;  and  meeting  only 
witlvrefuials,  ^»  Why,"  faid  h^,  "  do  you  envy  m« 


fc  Pfet.  Apophtb.  t.  ji.  p.  177, 

i  Id.  ibid.  p.  1 79.  * 

K'id;  ibid.  p.  178. 

I  Pemofth.  ae  Falf.  Leg;  p.  514, 
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dife  glory  and  plcafure  of  excelling  you  in  con- 
ftSring  benefits  «?'' 

After  the  taking  of  a  certain  dfyj  ohi  of  the 
priiboers  who  were  p!2it  up  to  fale  claimed'  his 
friend&ip.  The  kitig,  furprifed^  ordered  hkn  to 
be*  br<>ught  near  hittL  He  was  fitting,  and  the 
ftranger  whifpcred  him :  Let  your  robe  fall'  lowcp, 
for  your  poftur«  at  prefent  is  not  decent.  He  ik 
right,  eKclaimed'  Philip,  he  t^  ray  friend;  let  him 
fee  fet  at  liberty  ». 

I  niiglit  relate  to  you  a  thoufind  anecdotes  of 
liis  mildnefs  and  moderation.  His  couitiers  a<^ 
vifed  him  feverely  to  puniib  Nicaaor,  who  nevd: 
leafed  to  blame  his  adminifltatiott  and  bis'<k)AL 
duft:  but  he  replied  ^  **  This- mdn  is*  rioT -Afc 
worit  of  the  Msicedoiriins,  ^d  perhaps  Lath' in 
fault  for  having  neglefted  him.*'  He  immediately 
enquired  into  his  cafe,  learned  that  Nicanor  was 
irritated  by  his  necefiitie?,  and  afforded  him  Belief. 
Nicanor  afterward  only  fpoke  of  him  in  terms  of 
the  higheft  eulogium ;  and  Philip  faid  to  his  ac- 
cufers :  ^  You  now  fee  that  k  depends  oA  a  kitig 
to  caufe  or  prevent  the'  complaints  of  his  fub- 
jefts  ^*'  Some  other  perfon  having  indulged  ia 
fevere  but  witty  pleafantries  at  his  expence,  tbe 
couniers  propofed  to  the  king  to  banifh  him.    **  t 


»  Plut.  Apopdi.  1. 11.  p.  178L 
»  Id.  ibid.  '^ 

f  Id.  ibid.  p.  177* 

*4 
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(hall  take  care  not  to  do  that,"  faid  HMlrp ;  "  fof 
he  will  then  go  and  fay  every  where  elfi?  what  he 
has  faid  here  '/' 

At  the  fiege  of  feme  town  he  had  his  collar-- 
bone broken  by  ^  done.  The  furgeon  who  drefled 
his  wound  aiked  him  to  grant  him  a  favour^.  ^*  I 
cannot  refufe  you,"  faid  Philip  fmiling ;  "  for  you 
have  me  by  the  throat  *." 

His  court  is  the  afylutn  of  genius  and  pleafure; 
«nagnificence  (hines  in  his  feftiyals,  and  wit  and 
mirth  preiide  at  his  entertainments.  Thefe  are 
&ds.  I  trouble  myfelf  but  little  about  his  ambir 
tion.  Can  you  fuppofe  it  any  great  misfortune  to 
Uve  under  fuch  ;a  prjince  ?  If  he.  comes  tp  attack 
US9  we  (h^M  fight  him ;  and  if  we  are  vanquiftiedj 
})e  will  only  require  u$  (o  laugh  and  drink  with 
)4«t      . 


In  the  Archonship  of  'Callimachu;^ 

The  4th  year  of  tl^e  107th  Olympiad, 

4Ffam  tht  y>tb  pfjunt  0/  the  year  349,  U  the  \%th  0/  Julj  rf, 
the  year  2i\^^  before  Cbrifi.) 

^VhILE  we  were  in  Egypt  and  Perfia, 
we  availed  ourfelves  of  every  opportunity  to  tranf- 

f  Plui.  Apophth.  t.ii,  p.  177. 

4  Id.  ibid, 

*  The  ori^nal  text  fays,  **  Take  what  you  pleafe,  for  yon 
have  the  key  in  your  hand."  The  Greek  word  which  figuil^' 
th^  coUar-boDCy  means  alfo  a  key. 
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piit  to  our  friends  at  Athens  an  account  of  what  wo 
had  obferved  in  our  travels.  Among  all  my  pa- 
pers I  have  only  found  the  following  fragment  of 
a  letter,  which  I  wrote  to  ApoUodorus  fome  time 
after  our  arrival  at  Sufa^  one  of  the  capitals  of 
Perfia, 

Fragment  of  a  Letter  of  Anacharsis. 

WE  have  paffed  through  feveral  provinces 
pf  this  vaft  empire.  At  Perfepolts,  though  our 
eyes  have  been  for  fome  years  familiarized  to 
the  monuments  of  £gypt>  we  beheld  with  afto- 
ntfbmeot  the  tombs  excavated  in  the  rock  to  a 
prodigious  elevation,  and  the  palace  of  the  Perfian 
kings.  The  latter,  it  is  faiS,  was  built  near  two 
centuries  ago,  under  the  reign  of  Darius  the  fon 
of  Hyftafpes,  by  Egyptian  workmen,  whom  Cam- 
by  fes  had  brought  into  Perfia^  A  triple  en- 
dofure  of  walls,  one  of  which  is  fixty  cubi's 
high*;  gates  of  brafs;  innumerable  columns,  fome 
feventy  feet  in  height ;  large  blocks  of  marble, 
iculptured  in  bas-relief,  and  containing  an  infinite 
number  of  figures  %  fubterranean  paflages,  in  which 
2^re  depofited  immenfe  fums;  all  difplay  magnifi- 


c  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  1 9  p.  45* 

♦  85  French  (  or  90^  Englifli)  feet* 

I  Chaxdin.  Corn*  Le  Bruyn,  &c. 
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eence  and  fear^  for  this  palace  ferves  at  the  fame 
time  as  a  citadel  K 

The  kiogs  of  Perfia  have  caufed  other  palaces 
to  be  built^  lefs  fucnptuous  indeed^  but  of  won- 
derful beauty,  at  Sufa,  Ecbatana,  and  in  all  the 
cities  in  which  they  pafs  the  different  feafons  of  the 
year. 

They  have  alfo  fpacious  parks  which  they  call 
paradifes  %  and  which  are  divided  into  two  parts. 
in  the  one,  armed  with  arrows  and  javelins,  t^ey 
purfue,  on  horfeback,  through  the  foreftsy  the  deer 
which  are  (hut  up  in  them  ■♦ ;  and  in  the  other,  in 
which  the  art  of  gardening  has  exkaufted  its 
tttmoflt  efforts,  thtey  cultivate  the  mpfl  beauti- 
ful fiowei^,  and  gather  the  moft  delicious  fruitS4 
They  are  not  lefs  attentive  to  adorn  cbefe  parks 
widi  faperb  trees,  which  they  commonly  difpde 
in  the  form  called  quincunst  '•  In  various  places  we 
meet  wi^b  fimilar  paradifes,  which  appertain  to  the 
fetraps  or  Ae  gra-ndees  y. 

But  our  attention  was  flill  more  engaged  by  the 
confpicuous  protedion  and  encouragement  which 
the  foyereign  grants  to  agriculture,  and  that  noc 
by  forae  tranfient  favours  and  rewards,  but  an  en- 
lightened vigilance,  more  powerfiil  than  edids  and 

'«'  Diod.  Sic.  Eb.  17,  p.  ^44. 
«  Brif,  dc  Rcgn.  Perl.  lib.  I,  p.  109. 
»*  Xcnoph.  de  Iiiftit.  Cyr.  lib.  i,.p.  ii, 
>  Id.  Memor.  lib.  5,  p.  829. 

7  Xenoph.  de  Ekpcd«  Cjr.  lib.  i,  p.  246.    Quint.  Curt.  lib.  $% 
cap.  !• 
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laws.  He  appoints  over  every  diftriA  two  IJjperr 
iatcndants,  one  for  military  and  the  oiher  for  civil 
ajfairs. :  TJ>e  oifii;c  of  the  former  is  to  preferye  the. 
pubUc  tranquillity^  atid  that  of  the  latter  to  pro*- 
mote  the  pipgrefs  ^f  induftry  and  agriculture*. 
If  one  of  ^de  jQkhiU)  not  difcharge  his  duty,  the. 
other  may  complain  of  him  to  the  governor  of  the 
province^  or  tli©  fovereign  himfelf,.who^  from  time 
|o  time,  vifits  a  part  of  his  domioions.  If  the  mo-* 
Qarch  fees  the  oountry  covered  with  trees,  barvefts^ 
and  all  th^  productions  of  which  the  foil  is  capable^ 
be  heiips  honours  on  the  two  officers,  and  enlarges, 
thetr  government ;  but  if  he  finds  the  lands  uncui^ 
ttvat^d,  they  are  diredly  difplacedy  and  others  ap* 
pmnted  in  their  ftead,  Commiffioners  of  incor-. 
ruptible  integrity  exercife  the  fame  juftice  in  the 
(diftri&s  through  which  the  fovereigp  does  not  pafs*« 
In  Egypt  we  had  often  heard  fpeak  with  the 
greatefl:  eulogiums  of  that  Arfam'es  whom  the  king 
of  Perfia  had  for  many  years  pad  called  to  his 
councils.  In:  die  ports  of  Fhoenicia  we  were 
fliewa  citadels  newly  built,  a  number  of  (hips  of 
war  on  the  Aecks,  and  timber  and  rigging  which 
had  been  brought  from  various  places,  For  thefe 
advantages  the  empire  is  indebted  to  the  vigilance 
of  Arfames.  Some  induftrious  citizens  faid  to  us; 
Our  commerce  was  threatened  with  fpeedy  ruinj 
«^— ^^— — ^^^— ^— ■  *i'  I  »^— — ■— ^— — — ^— y—^  I  ■■  ■  i^— i— ^— *»^^ 
I  Kenopb.  Meaor.  lib«  ^  p.  818. 
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but  ,the  wife  mcafnrcs  of  Arfamcs  have  rc-dlfa- 
blifhcd  it,  Wc  were  infonjicd,  at  the  fame  time,* 
that  the  imponant  ifland  of  Cyprus,  after  having 
long  experienced  the  evils  of  anarchy*,  had  fub- 
mitted  to  the  king  of  Ferfia;  and  that  this  alfo 
was  to  be  afcribed  to  the  wife  pblttics  of  Arfames. 
In  the  interior  parts  of  the  empire,  (bme  aged  offi- 
cers faid  to  us,  with  tears  in  their  eyes :  We  have 
ferved  the  king  feithfully,  but,  in  the  diftribution 
of  his  favours,  we  were  forgotten.  •  We  addrelTed 
ourfclves  to  Arfames,  though  he  was  unknown  to 
us ;  and  he  has  procured  us  a  comfortable  old  age, 
without  fpeaking  of  his  benefadions  to  any  perTon. 
An  individual  added,  Arfames,  prejudiced  againft 
me  by  my  enemies,  believed  it  his  duty  to  lay  on 
me  the  rigorous  hand  of  authority;  but  foon  after, 
bdng  convinced  that  I  was  innocent,  he  fcnt  for 
me,  and  I  foimd  him  much  more  afflifted  at 
what  had  pafied  than  I  was  myfelf.  He  entreated 
me  to  affift  him  to  make  reparation  for  an  ad  of 
jinjuftice  which  rent  his  heait,  and  made  me  pro* 
mife  to  have  rccourfe  to  him  whenever  I  (hpuld 
have  need  of  protedion  ;  nor  have  I  ever  folicited 
Jiim  in  vain« 

His  fccrct  influence  every  where  infpires  all 

minds  with  adivity.     Military  men  felicitate  them-» 

felves  on  the  emulation  which  he  maintains  among 

■■'  ■    ■  '  *    i»  »>^ 

f  DK)d  Stc.  lib,  16,  p.  440. 
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them,  atid  the  people  on  the  peace  which  he  has 
negociated  for  them>  notwithftanding  almoft  infur** 
mouncable  obftacles.  In  fine,  the  nation  has^  by 
his  prudence,  been  again  raifed  to  that  high  rank 
of  refpedability  among  foreign  powers  which  ic 
had  loft  by  unfortunate  wars« 

Arfatnes  is  no  longer  in  the  miniflry ;  he  pafles 
a  peaceful  life  at  his  country  feat,  about  forty  pa- 
tzSaLtigH  diftant  from  Sufa.  His  friends  ftill  remain 
attached  to  him  :  thofe  virhofe  merit  he  has  called 
into  adion  remejnber  his  benefaftions  or  his  pro- 
mifes;  and  all  frequent  his  palace  with  more  affi- 
duity  than  if  he  were  ftill  in  place* 

Chance  has  conduded  us  to  l^ts  charming  re^ 
treat,  and  his  kindnefs  retained  us  there  during 
feveral  months  ;  nor  do  I  know  when  we  (hall  be 
able  to  leave  a  fociety  which  Athens  could  only 
equal  at  the  time  when  politenefs,  propriety,  and 
good  tafte,  reigned  moft  imrivalled  in  that  city. 

This  fociety  conftitutes  the  happinefs  of  AHames, 
and  he  is  its  delight  and  ornament.  His  conver« 
fation  is  animated,  eafy,  and  interefting ;  freqiiently 
enlivened  with  fallies  which  efcape  him  with  fur* 
prifing  facility  and  rapidity,  and  ever  embelliftied 
by  the  Graces,  and  a  gaiety  which,  like  his  happi- 
nefs^ is  communicated  to  all  about  him.  His 
difcourfe  is  entirely  free  from  all  ckims  of  foperi- 
ority  or  unfuitable  and  aflfeded  expreffions;  in 
the  midft  of  the  ^reatei^  e^fe  and  negligonc^^he 
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obferves  the  moft  perfe6l  politcnefs,  and  his  ftyftf 
is  that  of  a  man  who  poflefies,  in  the  mod  emi* 
Bent  degree,  the  gift  of  pleafiftg,  and  the  moft  ex* 
quifite  diicernment  of  propriety. 

This  happy  union  when  he  finds  it,  or  imagines 
that  he  has  found  it,  in  others,  particularly  impreffes 
him  in  their  favour.  He  liftens  with  an  obliging 
attention;  he  applauds  with  tranfport  afally  of  wit, 
provided  it  be  rapid ;  a  novel  thought,  if  it  be  jiAt 
and  a  great  fentiment,  if  it  be  not  exaggerated. 

In  the  intercourfe  of  friend(hip,  his  agreeable 
qualities,.{liU  more  difplayed,  feem  every  inftant 
to  (hew  themfelvcs  for  the  fi^rft  time.  He  exhibits  in 
his  lefs  intimate  connediions  a  facility  of  manners 
pf  which  Ariftdtle  had  conceived  the  model.  We 
often  meet  with  minds  fo  feeble,  faid  he  to  me 
one  day,  that  they  approve  every  thing,  that  they 
inay  offend  no  perfon;  and  others  who  approve 
nothing,  at  the  rifk  of  difpleaiing  every  one  ^, 
There  is  a  medium  between  thefe  two  kinds  of 
behaviour,  for  which  our  language  has  no  name, 
becaufe  very  few  people  are  able  to  attain  to  it* 
It  is  a  natural  difpofition,  which,  without  having 
the  reality,  poffefTes  th^  appearances,  and  in  fome 
degree  the  charms,  of  friendlhip.  He  who  is  en- 
dowed with  it,  equally  avoids  to  flatter  or  offlind 
the  felf-love  of  any  perfon.     He  pardons  weak- 

^  Ariftot.  de  Mor,  lib.  4,  cap.  xj,  t«  ti.  p.  54. 
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neffes^  endures  defefts,  is  not  eager  to  hold  up 
every  abfurdity  to  ridicule,  or  forward  to  give  s^d- 
vice,  and  knows  how  fo  properly  to  proportion  the 
attention  and  regard  which  be  teftifies  for  others*, 
that  all  with  whom  he  convcrfes  believe  they  have 
obtained  from  hina  tha£  degree  of  affeftion  or 
efteem  of  which  they  are  defirous. 

Such  is  the  charm  which  attrads  and  fecures 
the  hearts  of  all  who  approach  Arfamcs.  It  is  a 
fpecies  of  general  benevolence,  the  more  inviting 
with  him,  as  it  is  united,  without  an  effort,  to  the 
fplendour  of  glory  and  the  fimpllcity  of  modefty. 
One  day  an  opportunity  offered  to  fpeak,  in  his 
prcfence,  of  his  great  qualities :  he  baftened  to 
expofe  his  defedls.  Another  time,  when  the  con- 
verfation  turned  on  fome  mcafuws  of  which  he  had 
the  direftion  during  his  miniftry,  we  wifbed  to 
fpeak  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  plans,  but  he  himfclf 
only  fpoke  of  the  miftakes  he  had  committed. 

His  heart,  eafily  moved,  is  inflamed  at  the  rela- 
tlon  of  a  noble  aftibn,  ^nd  affefted  in  the  moft 
lively  manner  by  the  fufferings  of  the  unfortunate, 
-whofe  gratitude  he  excites  without  exading  iu 
In  his  boufe,  and  aroufid  his  eftate,  are  found  nu** 
merous  inftances  of  the  exertion  of  that  generous 
beneficence  which  prevents  all  wi(hes,  and  fatisfies 
all  wants.  Already  lands  which  had  been  abandoned 

>'    -  il     '■      "■' : ■ -*— • 

«  Ariilot«  de  Mor.  Ub.  4,  cap.  14,  p.  56. 
4 
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«re  covered  with  harvefts^  and  the  poor  inhibt^ 
unts  of  the  neighbouring  countries^  whofe  folicita«> 
cions  art;  anticipated  by  his  benefits^  pay  him  a 
tribute  by  which  he  is  much  more  affefted  than  by 
their  refpcfti 

My  dter  Apoliodohis,  it  is  the  province  o( 
hiftory  to  celebrate^  in  the  diftinguiftied  manner 
which  he  merits^  a  minifter  who>  in  poffe(fion  of 
unlimited  favour  from  his  fovereign^  and  retaining 
no  kind  of  flatterers  in  his  pay^  has  laboured  iingly 
for  the  glory  and  happinefs  of  his  nation.  I  have 
communicated  to  you  the  firft  impreffions  which 
he  made  on  us»  and  (hall  perhaps  hereafter  tranf- 
mir  to  you  other  particulars  cf  his  charader.  You 
will  no  doubt  pardon  me  this:  travellers  ought 
not  to  negled  fuch  inflrudive  details  j  for  ceruiniy 
the  defcription  of  a  great  man  is  well  worth  that 
cisL  fumpt\y>us  edifice.. 


Letter  of  A?0LL0Dditus« 

You  know  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of' 
the  dominions  of  Philip,  in  maritime  Thrace,  ^ 
country  called  Chalcidice  extends  along  the  fei- 
fliore,  where  formerly  fettled  feveral  Greek  cola- 
nies,  of  which  the  principal  is  Olynthus ;  a  (trong, 
opulent,  and  very  populous  city,  which,  fituated 
^  part  on  an  eminence^  attra^s  from  far  the  ey^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


TRAVELS    IN    QREECfi*       «9 

of  the  traveller^  by  the  eitenc  of  its  walls^  and  the 
beauty  of  its  edifices^. 

Its  inhabitants  have  more  than  once  exhibited 
the  moft  (ignal  proofe  of  courage*  When  Philip 
afcehded  the  throne  they  were  on  the  point  of 
concluding  an  iiliance  with  us ;  but  he  contrived 
to  prevent  this  by  feducing  us  by  his  promifes^ 
and  them  by  his  favours^.  He  increafed  their  ter- 
ritories by  ceding  to  them  Anthemus  and  Potidfleat 
of  which  he  had  made  himfelf  mafter  ^  Moved 
by  this  generofity,  they  have  fu£Fered  him^  during 
feveral  years^  to  increafe  his  power  without  oppo« 
fitiOB ;  and  if  by  accident  they  have  taken  any 
umbrage  at  it>  l^e  has  immediately  difpatched  am^ 
baflfadors  to  them,  who,  fupported  by  the  nuftie* 
rous.partifans  which  he  takes  care  to  keep  in  pay 
in  that  city,  have  eafily  quieted  thefe  trabfient 
alarms  c. 

Their  eyes  have  at  length  bttti  opened,  and 
they  have  refolved  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with 
us^.  They  have  be&des  for  a  long  time  refufed 
to  deliver  up  to  the  king  two  of  his  brddiers  by 
another  mother^  who  had  fled  to  them  for  refuge, 
and  who  might  aflert  claims  to  the  throne  of  Ma* 
cedon^.    He  now  employs  thefe  pretexts  to  com- 

^  TlracyiL  lib.  i»  cap.  63.    Diod^  Sic*  lib.  t6,  p.  412* 

*  Demoftb*.  Qlynth.  2,  p.  22k 

^  Idb  Philips  2,  p.  66.     Philip.  4,  p.  104* 
I  Id.  Philip.  3,  p.  87  ct  93. 
■  Idi  Olynth.  3,  p.  36,  &.c. 

*  Juftifi.  lib.  8»  tap.  3^    Orof.  L*b*  3,  cap.  12|  p.  JJU 

Vol.  V;  K 
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plete  the  delign  which  he  has  long  conceived  of 
adding  Chalcidicc  to  his  dominions.  He  has  ob- 
tained poflfeffion,  without  difficulty,  of  fomc  cities 
of  the  country,  and  the  refl  will  foon  fall  into  his 
hands  ^.  Olynthus  is  threatened  with  a  fiege,  and 
has  Tent  deputies  to  folicit  our  affifiance.  Demof- 
thicnes  has  fpoken  in  their  behalf*,  and  the  aflembly 
has  adopted  his  opinion,  in  defpite  of  the  oppofi-*' 
tion  of  Demades,  an  eloquent  orator,  but  fufpeft- 
cd  of  maintaining  a  correfpondence  with  Philip  ^. 

Chares  had  fet  fail  with  thirty  galleys  and  two 
thoufand  light-armed  troops  ^  On  the  coaft  near 
to  Olynthus,  he  met  with  a  fmall  body  of  merce- 
naries, in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  Macedon; 
and,  contented  with  having  put  them  to  flight, 
and  taken  their  leader,  furnamed  the  cockf  returned 
to  enjoy  his  triumph  at  home.  The  Olynthians 
.  have  not  been  fuccoured ;  but,  after  fome  faerie 
fices,  by  way  of  thankfgiving,-our  general  has 
given  an  entertainment  to  the  people  in  the  fo- 
rum ™,  who,  in  the  intoxication  of  their  joy,  have 
decreed  him  a  crown  of  gold. 

The  Olynthians  in  the  mean  time  having  fent 
to  us  other  deputies,  we  have  difpatched  to  their 

*»  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  i6,  p.  450. 

i  Demofth.  Olynth.  Plut.  X.  Rhetor.  Vit.  1. 11.  p.  845. 

^  SuiA.  in  A»}**«^. 

*  Philoch.  ap.  Dionyf.  Halio.  Epift.  ad  Amm.  de  Demoflb.  et 
Arift.  cap.  9,  t.  vi.  p.  734, 

°»  Theop.  et  Dun's,  ap.  Athen.  lib.  12,  cap.  8,  p.  53-2. 
Arguia. Olynth.  3,  ap.  Demoftli.p. 34. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


TkAVELS  IT*  GH^ECiE.  tit 
afiiftance  eighteen  galleys,  four  thoufand  forcigil 
light-armed  foldiers,  and  a  hundred  and  fifty 
hoffes  ",  under  the  command  of  Charidemus,  who 
excels  Chares  only  in  villany.  After  having  ra- 
vaged the  neighbouring  country,  he  has  entered 
the  city,  where  he  every  day  fignalizes  liimfelf  by 
his  intemperance  and  debauchery  *'. 

Though  many  people  here  maintain  that  this 
war  is  foreign  to  us',  I  am  perfuaded  that  nothing 
can  be  of  more  importance  to  Athens  than  th€i 
prefervatioD  of  Olynthus.  Should  Philip  obtain 
poffeffion  of  that  city,  what  can  prevent  him  from* 
immediately  invading  Attica  f  We  have  only  be- 
tween him  and  us  the  Theflalians  who  are  his 
allies,  the  Thebans  who  are  our  enemies,  and  t^e 
Phocians  who  are  too  weak  even  to  defend  them- 
felves '. 


Letter  of  Nicetas. 

.  I  EXPECTED  that  Philip  would  take 
fomte  imprudent  ftep*  After  having  long  beca 
careful  to  remain  on  good  terms  with  the  Olyn- 
thians,  whom  he  feared ',  he  has  fuddenly  advanced 

B  Philoch.  apt  Dionyf.  Halic.  Epiil:.  ad  Amm.  de  DemofUii  ^ 
Arift*  cap.  9,  t,  vi.  p.  734. 
•  Thcop.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  10,  p.  436. 
P  Ulpian.  in  Demofth.  Olynth*  i,  p.  6« 
9  Deniofth.  Olynth.  i,  p.  4. 
'  Id*  Olynth.  3,  p.  36. 

K  a  , 
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within  forty  (Udia  *  of  their  city  ;  and  when  they 
fent  deputies  to  him  <o  demand  what  were  his  in- 
tentions, his  anfwer  was :  "  You  muft  either  quk 
yopr  city,  or  I  my  kingdonx  \'\  He  has  then  for* 
gotten  that,  not  long  fince,  the  Olyntbiana  com* 
pelled  his  father  Amyntas  to  cede  to  then[i  a  part 
of  his  territories^  and  that  they  afterwards  made  aa 
obftinate  refinance  tp  his  arms,  whni  reinforced 
by  thofe  of  the  L^cedaemooi^nsy  vhofe  aAftancr 
be  .h^  implored  ^ 

It  13  laid  that  immediately  on  his  arrival  he  has: 
defeated  them.  But  how  will  he  be  able  to  fonre 
thofe  walls  which  art  has  fortified,  and  which  arc 
defended  by  a  whole  army  r  This  confifb,  firft,  oC 
Xitn  thoufand  infantry  and  a  thoufaAd  cavalry, 
raifed  in  Chalcidice ;  and  next,  of  a  number  cf 
brave  warriors  whom  the  beiieged  have  receive 
from  their  ancient  allies  ^ :  add  to  tbefe  the  troops 
of  Charidemus,  and  the  new  reinforcement  of  two 
thoufand  heavy-armed  infantry  and  three  hundred 
cavalry,  all  Athenians,  which  we  have  juft  fent  off*. 
Philip  would  never  have  engaged  in  this  enter* 
prife  had  he  ibrefeen  iis  confequences.  He  \aA 
imagined  chat  he  (faould  carry  all  before  him  at  ^Sbm 


♦  About  a  league  and  a  half, 

*  Demofth.  Philip.  3,  p.  87* 
«  ^enoph.  Hift*  Grsec.  lib«  51  p.  559.     Diod.  Sic.  Ub^  ij^ 


*  De 


^^etnofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  335. 
«  Philoch.  ap.  DiQDjf.  H«dic.  ap«  Afiim.  it  Demofth^  ciy^  9$ 
*•  ▼»•  P*  735- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


TRAVELS    IN    GREECE.       133 

fiift  onfec.  He  b  likcwife  preyed  on  by  another 
fecret  difquietude.  The  Theflkliarts,  his  allies, 
will  foon  be  among  the  number  of  his  enemies^ 
He  had  taken  from  them  the  city  of  Pagafie;  they 
demand  it  to  be  reftored :  he  intended  to  fortify 
Mj^nefia;  they  oppofe  his  defign:  he  received 
certain  duties  in  their  ports  and  markets;  they 
propoie  to  referve  them  to  themfelves;  and  if  he  is 
deprived  of  them>  how  will  he  pay  that  nximerotw 
army  of  niercenaries  which  conftitutes  his  whole 
ftrength  ?  It  is  prefumed,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
the  lUyrians  and  Pasonians,  little  accuflomed  to 
iervitude,  will  foon  (hake  off  the  yoke  of  a  ptince 
whofe  vidories  have  rendered  faiminfolent'** 

What  would  we  not  have  given  to  have  engaged 
the  Olynthiaos  againft  him!  The  event  has  ez«i 
ceeded  our  moft  fanguine  hopes.  You  will  doubt-^ 
leTs  foon  learn  that  the  power  and  glory  of  Philip 
have  been  da(hed  to  atoms  againft  the  rampart)  of 
01ynthus# 


Letter  op  Apqlloporvs, 

JTHILIP  maintained  a  correfpondence  iq: 
Euboea,  fecretly  conveyed  troops  thithfcr,  and  zU 
yeady  had  gained  pofleffidn  of  the  greater  part  of 


'I'  Demoflb.  Olynth.  i,  p.  4. 


31ynth. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


I}4  TRAVELS  IN  GREECE, 
its  cities.  Mafter  of  that  iflahd,  he  would*  fobn 
|iave  been  fo  of  all  Greece,  At  the  requcft  of 
PJutarchus  of  Eretria,  we  fent  off  Phocion,  with  a 
fmaU  number  of  troops,  cavalry  aod  infantry  y. 
We  relied  on  the  partifans  of  liberty,  and  the  fo- 
reigners whom  Plutarchus  bad  in  his  pay.  But 
corruption  had  made  fo  great  a  prbgrefs,  that  the 
whole  iiland  rofe  againft  us,  Phocion  was  in  the 
moft  imminent  danger,  and  we  were  obliged  to 
make  the  remainder  of  the  cavalry  mar^  to  his 
affiftance*. 

Phocion  occupied  an  eminence  which  was  fepa- 
rated  by  a  deep  ditch  from  the  plain  of  Tamyna\ 
The  enemy,  who  had  for  fome  time  held  him  be-i . 
fieged>  refolved  at  length  to.  drive  him  from  his 
poft.  He  faw  them  advance,  and  ftill  continued 
quiet ;  but  Plutarchus,  in  contempt  of  his  orders, 
quitted  his  entrenchments  at  the  head  df .  the  fo- 
reign troops,  was  followed  by  our  cavalry,  and 
both,  attacking  in  diforder,  were  put  to  flight. 
The  whole  camp  (huddered  with  indignation;  but 
phocion  reftrained  the  courage  <rf  his  (oldiers, 
under  pretence  that  the  aufpices  were  not  favour- 
able. The  moment  however  that  he  faw  the 
enemy  break  dawn  the  ramparts  of  thQ  camp,  he 
gave  the  fignal  for  the  attack,  brifkly  repulfedj 


r  Plut.  in  Phoc.  t.  i.  p.  747. 
>  Demofth.  in  Mid.  p.  629. 
*  PlHt.il?icL  ; 
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them,  and  purfued  them  ihto  the  plain:  the  aftion 
was  bloody,  and  the  viAory  complete.  The  orator 
JEfchines  brought  us  the  news  of  this  battle,  ia 
which  he  had  diftinguiOied  himfelf  ^. 

Phocion  has  driven  from  Eretria  that  Plutarchus 
who  tyrannifcd  over  it,  and  from  Eubcea  all  the 
petty  defpots  who  had  fold  themfelves  to  Philip^.- 
He  has  placed  a  garrifon  in  the  fort  of  Zar^tra^ 
to  fecure  the  independence  of  the  iflahd,  and,  after' 
a  campaign  which  all  thofe  who  ai'e .  acquaihted- 
with  military  affairs  highly  admire,  has  returned 
again  to  mix  undiftlnguilhed  withi  the  other  citi- 
zens of  Athens. 

The  two  following  anecdotes  will  prove  his  wif- 
dom  and  humanity.  Before  the  battle  he  forbad 
his  officers  to  prevent  defertion,  which  he  faid; 
would  clear  the  army  of  a  multitude  of.  cowardly 
and  mutinous  foldiers*  After  his  vidory:hc  ordered 
that  all  the  Greek  prifoners  (hould  be  fet  at  liberty, 
left  the  people  fhoitld  take  revenge  on  them  by 
foine  aA  of  cruelty  ^»      ' 

In  one  of  our  late  converfations,  Theodorus  en- 
tertained us  with  a  difcourfe  on  the  nature  and 
motion  of  the  celeftial  bodies.  The  only  compli* 
ment  however  which  Diogenes  paid  him  was  by 
afking  him  whether  it  was  long  iihce  he  came^ 
down  from  heaven  ^.    Panthion  afterward  read  to. 

^  iEfchin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  432.   . 

^  Plut.  in  Phoc.  t,  i.  p;  747. 

'  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  6,  (59.  <   ' 

^  4 
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xis  a  work  of  cxccffive  lengdi.  Diogenes,  who  fa( 
near  him,  from  time  to  tiqie  caft  his  eyes  on  th^ 
manufcript,  and  perceiving  that  hp  approached  the 
end,  fuddenly  exclaimed:  "  Land*  land,  my 
friends  1  have  patience  but  a  momei^t  longer  ^" 

Sqon  after,  fqn^e  perfon  alked  by  what  figns  ^ 
traveller  may  k:noWf  immediately  on  his  arrival  in 
uny  qty,  that  education  is  neglefted  there*  Platq 
^wf  red :  ^f  If  he  find?  that  pbyficians  and  ju<|g9« 
arsnccfffaryV* 


V 

Ih  the  Abchonship  of  Tato?Eihv$, 
The  ficft  yoir  Qf  tke  ipSthOljqipiad, 

JW""  S47»  *S^^  ^*^*'^ 
Letter  of  Afollohorcs. 

A  FEW  day»  finpCi  walking  witbout  the 
Thracian  gate,  we  faw  a  man  oa  horfcbapk  arrive, 
riding  foil  fpced.  We  flopp«*  him,  and  enquired 
whence  he  came,  apd  whether  he  Jtnew  any  thing; 
concerning  the  fiege  of  Olyni^us.  I  h^ve  been 
to  Potidsa,  anfwered  he,  and  on  my  return  I  no 
longer  few  Olynthus  ».    At  thefe  words  he  left  us, 

•  Diog.  X«ert.  Hb.  6,  §  38.    EtypwL  ia.r«y«. 
«  Hat.  de  Rep.  Kb.  3,  U  ii.  Pr40S« 

•  Agath.ap.Fkoc.p.  1335. 
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imd  in  a  moment  was  out  of  fight.  We  returned 
into  the  city^  and  found  it  in  univerfal  cooftema- 
non  at  the  calamitous  fate  which  has  befallea 
Olynthus. 

That  city  is  no  more :  iu  riches,  its  forces^  its 
allies^  and  the  fourteen  thouiand  men  which  w« 
Cent  to  its  aid  at  different  times^  all  have  jtiot  beea 
able  to  fave  it  ^*  Philip,  repulfed  on  every  aifaidt^ 
daily  loft  numbers  of  his  men  ^ ;  but  traitors  which 
ft  contained  within  its  walls  every  day  baftened 
the  moment  of  its  ruin»  The  king  of  Macedoa 
had  purchafed  by  bribes  both  its  magiftrates  and 
Its  generals.  The  principal  of  thefe,  Euthycrates 
fnd  Lafthenes^  delivered  into  his  hands  at  one 
^me  five  hundred  horfemen  whom  they  command-* 
ed  ^ ;  and,  after  other  a&s  of  treachery  not  le& 
&tal,  gave  him  entrance  into  the  dty,  which  waa 
immediately  given  up  to  pillage.  Houies,  porti^ 
cos,  temples,  every  thing  has  been  deftroyed  bf 
fire  and  fword,  and  foon  it  will  (carcely  be  known 
where  Olynthua  formerly  flood  K  Philip  has 
cauied  the  inhabitants  to  be  fold  for  ilaves,  and 
put  to  death  two  of  his  brothers,  who  had  for  feve* 
lad  yean  made  that  dty  their  afylum  **• 

'•      —  I  ■■ 

k  Dcmofth.  df  Falll  Leg.  p.  335.    Dionyf.  BhEc.  Ep.  ad 
Amm.  t.  vi.  p.  ^36. 

*  Diod.  Sic  Lb*  16,  p.  450. 

^  Dcmofth.  i)>id« 

I  Id.  Phil.  3i  p.  89.    8tnib. lib.  2^1  p.  I2i.    Di6d«  ibtd» 

e  Orof.  lib.  39 cap.  ia«   Jvfiin.  lib.  8,  cap.  j. 
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All  Greece  is  alarmed,  and  fears  for  its  power 
and  liberty  ».     Every  place  is  furrounded  by  fpies 
and  enemies,  and  how  may  it  be  poffible  to  guard 
againft  the  univerfal  venality  ?  How  (hall  we  de- 
fend ourfelvcs  againft  a  prince  who  has  often  faid, 
and  who  has  proved  his  words  by  fafts,  that  there 
are  no  walls  which  a  beaft  of  burden  laden  with 
gold  will  not  eafily  make  his  way  over®.     Other 
nations  have  applauded  the    thundering  decrees 
which  we  have  cnaded  againft  thofe  who  have 
betrayed  the  Olynthians  *^^*    We  muft  liLewife  do 
juftice  to  the  conquerors:  who,  indignant  at  this  a£t 
of  perfidy,  openly  upbraided  the  principal  perfons 
concerned  in  it  with  their  guilt,  and  called  them 
traitors  to'  their  country.     Euthycrates  and  Laf- 
thenes  cortiplained  of  their  behaviour  to  Philip, 
who   farcaftically    replied :    "  The    Macedoniaa 
fbldiers  are  very  rude  and  unpolifhedj  they  will 
call  a  fpadc  a  fpade  '  */' 

While  the  Olynthians,  laden  with  chains,  wa- 
tered with  their  tears  the  aflies  of  their  country,  or 
were  driven  in  crowds  along  the  public  roads  at 
the  plteafure  of  their  new  hiafters  *,  Philip  dared 
to  offer  up  thanks  to  heaven  for  the  evils  of  which 

•  Agath.  ap.Phoc.  p.  1334. 

•  Rut.  Apophth.  t.  ii,  p.  178.      Cicer,  %d  Attic.  lib.  i. 
Epift.  16,  t.viii.p.  75. 

*>  *  Dcmofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  335. 
P  Plut^Apophth.  t.iiVpvi78. 

•  "lliefe  are  the  exaA  woras  of  Plutarch,  though  thit  pro- 
Tcrbial  expreffion  is  not  retained  in  the  French.  * 

4  Dexnofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  341* 
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he  had  been  the  author,  and  celebrated  fuperb 
games  in  honour  of  the  Olympian  Jupiter  ^  He 
had  invited  to  the  entertainment,  which  concluded 
this  odious  feftival,  the  moft  celebrated  artifts  and 
the  moft  diftinguifhed  adtors.  There,  in  the  intoxi- 
cation of  viftory  and  pleafure,  the  king  antici-- 
pated  or  fatisfied  the  wifhes  of  all  prefent,  and 
laviflsed  on  them  his  favours  or  his  promifes.  Sa- 
tyrus,  the  excellent  comic  adtor,  kept  a  mourn- 
ful filence;  which  the  king  perceiving,  reproached 
him  with  his  melancholy :  **  Is. it,"  faid  he,  "  be- 
caufe  you  doubt  of  my  generofity  or  my  efteem  ? 
Have  you  no  favour  to  folicit  ?"  **  I  could  aik 
one,''  replied  Satyrus,  ^*  which  depends  entirely 
on  you ;  but  I  fear  a  refufah*'  "  Speak,"  faid 
Philip,.  *'  and  be  certain  you  (hall  obtain  what- 
ever you  requeft/' 

'*  The  clofeft  connexions  of  hofpitality  and 
friendfhip,"  replied  the  aftor,  "  fubfifted  be- 
tween myfelf  and  Apollophanes  of  Pydna.  He 
was  put  to  death  on  a  falfe  accufation,  and  left 
only  two  daughters,  yet  very  young. ,  Their  rela- 
tions fent  them  to  Olynthus,  as  a  place  of  fecu- 
rity ;  they  are  'now  in  chains,  their  fate  depends 
on  yqu,  and  I  venture  to  folicit  their  liberty.  I 
have  no  other  intereft  in  this  than  the  preferva* 


'  Demofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  ^22.    JEfchin.  dc  Falf.  Lcg^ 
Y^  420.    Diod.  Sic.  lib.  i6>  p«  451* 
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tion  of  their  honoar.  My  intentioa  is  to  giTC 
them  marriage  portions,  to  choofe  then^  hulbands^ 
^d  to  prevent  their  doing  any  thiBg  unworthy  of 
their  father  and  of  his  friend/'  The  whole  baa- 
queting-hall  refognded  with  the  applaufes  which 
Satyrus  merited ;  and  Philip,  more  affeded  than 
any  odier  perfon,  immediately  commanded  the 
two  young  captives  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  dcb^ 
vexed  to  Satyrus.  This  aft  of  clemency  is  the 
more  noble,  as  ApoUophanes  was  accufed  of  hav«- 
ing  been  one  of  the  canfpirators  who  deprived 
Alexander,  the  brother  of  Philip,  of  his  life  and 
crown. 

I  have  not  mentioned  the  war  of  the  Phociaasf 
it  ftill  continues,  without  any  remarkable  incidentt 
having  taken  place :  Heaven  grant  it  may  not  ter-i 
minate  like  that  of  the  Olynthians ! 


Letter  of  Nicetas, 

111  Y  expedatjons  have,  i  own,  been  totallf 
difappointed  by  the  calamitous  termination  of  the 
liege  of  Olynthus;  becaufe  it  was  impoffible  { 
fiioukl  forefee  the  deplorable  blindnefe  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  city.  Their  ruin  is  folely  to  be  attri- 
buted to'their  not  having  exterminated  the  party  of 
Philip  in  its  birth.  They  had  at  the  head  of  their 
cavalry  Apollonides,  an  able  general,  and  an  ex- 
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cellcnt  cttizcn>  whom  they  fuddenlj  bani(hed% 
becaufe  the  partKans  of  Philip  had  contrived  to 
render  him  fufpeded.  Ladhenes  and  his  ailbciate 
Eudiycrates,  whom  they  appointed  in  his  place, 
had  received  from  Macedon  timber^  herds  of 
oxen^  and  other  riches)  which  they  were  in  no 
condition  to  acquire*  Their  connexion  with 
Philip  was  glarings  yet  the  Olyntbians  could  not 
perceive  it.  During  the  fiege,  their  leaders  mani^ 
firftly  aded  in  concert  with  the  king,  yet  the  Olyn- 
ihians  ftill  placed  full  confidence  in  them.  It  wa» 
4iniverlally  known  that  Philip  had  fubjefted  the 
cities  of  Chalcidice  more  by  bribes  than  the  force 
of  his  arms^  yet  this  example  was  loft  on  the 
Olynthians  ^ 

The  fate  of  Euthycrates/and  Lidlhenes^  itis  tcr 
be  hoped^  will  in  future  terrify  thofe  who  might 
be  bafe  enough  to  be  guilty  of  fimilar  treachery^ 
Thcfe  two  wretches  have  periftied  miferably*. 
Philip,  who  defpifes  though  he  employs  traitors> 
has  thought  proper  to  deliver  them  up  to  the 
outrages  of  the  foidiers^  who  have  at  laft  tora 
them  in  pieces* 

The  taking  of  Oiynthus,  inftead  of  deftroying 
our  hopes^  has  ferved  only  to  raife  them<  Our 
oraton  have  kindled  all  the  ardour  of  the  love  of 


■  Dcmoftlu  PhiU  $$  p.  93  et  94* 
<  Id.de  Falf.  Leg.  p*  335* 
*  Id.  d«'Ch«rfoiu  p.  So« 
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liberty  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  We  have  fent 
off  a  great  number  <5f  ambafladors ',  every  where 
to  endeavour  to  excite  enemies  againft  Philip,  and 
to  procure  a  general  affembly  of  the  Grecian  dates 
to  deliberate  on  the  war.  It  is  to  be  held  here, 
^fchines  is  gone  to  the  Arcadians,  who  have  pro- 
raifed  to  accede  to  the  league.  The  other  dates 
are  beginning  to  be  iri  motion,  and  all  Greece 
will  foon  be  under  arms.  ^ 

The  republic'  is  no  longer  folicitous  to  prefcrve 
appearances.  Befides  the  decrees  which  we  have 
paffed  againd  thofe  whofe  treachery  has  been  the 
occafion  of  the  dedruftion  of  Olynthus,  we  have 
publicly  received  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as  have 
been  able  to  make  their  efcape  from  its  flames, 
and  from  flavery  y.  By  thefe  vigorous  meafures, 
Philip  will  perceive  that  the  difpute  between  hioi 
'an4  us  can  no  longer  be  carried  on  by  furtive  at- 
tacks, remonftrances,  negociations,  and  projeds  of 
peace. 

-  Deirofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  295.     jflEfchin.  ibid.  p.  404.     Id. 
m  Ctdlph.  p.  437.     DIod.  Sic.  lib.  16,  p.  450. 
^  Senc.  in  Excerpt.  Controv.  t.  iii.  p.  516.. 
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Letter  of  Apollodorus. 

The  I  sth  of  Thargclion  *. 

You  will  (hare  in  our  grief:  an  unex- 
pefted  death  has  deprived  us  of  Plato,  who  died 
on  the  7th  of  this  month  -f ,  on  his  birth-day  *. 
He  had  not  been  able  to  avoid  going  to  a  mar- 
riage entertainment  to  which  he  was  invited*.  I 
fat  next  him.  He  only  ate,  as  was  frequently 
his  cuftom,  a  few  olives  ^  Never  was  he  more 
agreeable,  or  in  greater  apparent  health;  but  at 
the  very  moment  I  was  congratulating  him  on  this, 
he  was  taken  ill,  and  funk  into  my  arms  in  a  ftate 
of  infenfibility.  All  the  afliftance  we  could  afford 
him  was  ineffeftual.  We  caufed  him  to  be  car- 
ried home,  where  we  faw  on  his  table  the  laft 
lines  he  had  written  but  a  (hort  time  before*^,  and 
thecorreftions  which  he  had  made  at  intervals  in  his 
treatife  on  the  republic**.     Thefc  we  watered  with 

*  The  25  th  of  May  of  the  year  347  before  Chrift. 

f  The  1 7th  of  May  of  the  year  347  before  Chrift.  I  do 
lib!  give  this  date  as  certain :  it  is  well  known  that  chronologifts 
are  divided  concerning  the  year  and  the  day  on  which  I^ato 
died;  but  it  appears  that  the  difference  can  only  be  a  few  months* 
(See  Dodwel  de  CycL  Diflert.  10,  p.  609  ;  as  alfo  a  diffcrU- 
tion  by  father  Corfmi,  inferted  in  a  coUefiion  of  pieces^  entitled^ 
Symbolae  Literaris,  t.  vi.  p.  80.) 

*  Diog.  Laert.  in  Plat.  lib.  5,  ^  2.     Senec.  Ep.  58. 

*  Hermip.  ap.  Diog.  Laert.  ibid. 
**  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  6,  J  ^5. 

«  Cicer.  de  Sene<5t.  cap.  5,  t.  iii.  p.  298. 
^  Dionyf.  Halic  de  Comp.  Verb,  cap*  25,  p.  209.     Quintil* 
Inilit.  lib.  8,  cap.  6,  p.  529.    Diog.  Laert.  lib,  3,  §  37. 

I 
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our  tears.  The  regret  of  the  public,  and  the 
fincereft  forrow  of  his  friends^  have  accompanied 
him  to  the  tomb.  He  was  buried  near  the  aca« 
demy «.  He  had  exadly  completed  his  eighty^ 
firft  year^ 

His  will  contains  the  ftate  of  his  elFeds  »,  which 
is  as  follows  :  two  country  houfes ;  three  minse  in 
ready  money  *;  four  flaves ;  two  filvcr  veffels,  the 
qne  weighing  165  drachmas,  and  the  other  45 ;  9 
gold  ring,  and  ah  ear-ring  of  the  fame  metal, 
which  he  wore  when  a  child  ^.  He  declares  thac 
he  left  no  debt '.  He  bequeaths  one  of  his  coun* 
try  houfes  to  the  fon  of  Adimantus  his  brotheri 
and  gives  liberty  to  Diana,  whofe  zeal  and  fer- 
vices  merited  this -proof  of  his  gratitude.  He  has 
regulated  every  thing  concerning  his  funeral  and 
bis  tomb  ^.  Speuiippus,  his  nephew,  is  appointed 
one  of  his  executors,  and  is  to  fucceed  him  at  the 
academy.    ' 

Among  his  papers  have  been  found  letters  on 
phiiofophical  fubjeds.  He  had  more  than  once 
told  us  that,  when  in  Sicily,  he  had  fome  flight;: 

*  PaufaD*  lib.  i,  cap.  301  p*  76. 

^  DIog.  Lacst.  lib.  i»  §  ^»  Cicer.  ibid.  Seneci  Ep.  589  t.  iu 
p.  207.  Cenfor*  de  Die  Nat.  cap*  14  et  i^.  Lucian  in  Ma« 
crob.  t.  iii.  p.  123.     Val.  Max.  lib.  8,  cap.  7,  Sect 

C  Diog.  Laert.  lib«  3#  §  41* 

*  270  livrcs  (ill,    58.) 

^  Sext.  Empir.  zdn  Gramni*  lib.  i>  cap.  li,  p.  ijU 

^  Dipg.  Laert.  lib*  39  (  4U 

^  Diofcor.  ap.  AUien.  lib«  xi^cap.  15,  p«  (07. 

conv^i*' 
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eonverfations  with  the  younger  Dionyfius,  king  of 
Syracufe,  on  the  nature  of  the  firft  principle  and 
the  origin  of  evil ;  and  that  Dionyfius^  joining 
with  thefe  imperfed  notions  his  own  ideas^  and 
thofe  of  fome  other  philofophers,  had  publilhed 
them  in  a  work,  which  only  difplays  his  igno- 
rance ^   ' 

Some  time  after  the  return  of  Plato,  the  king 
fcnt  to  him  the  philofopher  Archedemus,  requeft- 
ing  him  to  difpel  the  doubts  by  which  he  was 
difturbed.  Plato,  in  his  anfwer,  which  1  have  juft 
read,  dares  not  explain  himfelf  ppenly  on  the  firft 
principle",  being  fearful  that  his  letter  might 
mifcarry.  What  he  adds  has  greatly  aftoniftied 
me :  I  (hall  here  give  you  the  fubftance  of  it. 

**  You  afk  me,  fon  of  Dionyfius,  what  is  the 
caufe  of  the  evils  which  aflBidt  the  univerfe.  One 
day,  in  your  garden,  beneath  the  (hade  of  fome 
laurel  trees  ",  you  told  me  that  you  had  difcovcred 
it,  I  anfwered  you  that  I  had  been  employed  all  my 
life  in  the  inveftigation  of  this  queftion,  and  that  I 
had  not  yet  found  any  perfon  who  was  able  to  re- 
folve  it.  I  fufpedt  that,  (truck  with  a  firft  ray  of 
Jjgbt,  you  have  given  up  yourfelf  to  the  profecu- 
tion  of  thefe  refearches  with  new  ardour,  but  that, 
having  no  fixed  principles,  you  have  fufFered  your 


Vol,  V. 


'  Plat.  Epift.  7,  t.  ill.  p.  341. 
"*  Id.  Epift.  2,  t.  liu  p.  312. 
^  Id.  ibid.  p*3iS- 
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leafon,  without  curb  or  gtiide^  to  purfue  falfe  tp 
pearances.  Ydu  are  not  the  only  one  to  whotti 
this  has  happened.  All  thofe  to  whom  I  have  com« 
municated  my  dodrines  have  at  £r(l  been  more  or 
lefs  difquieted  by  fimilar  doubts.  I  now  fend  ydu 
what  may  affift  you  to  di(fipate  yours.  Archede^ 
mus  brings  you  my  firft  anfwer ;  you  will  medi« 
tate  on  it  at  your  leifure,  and  compare  it  with  thofe 
of  other  philofophers.  If  new  difficulties  (hould 
occur,  Archedemus  will  return,  and  by  the  time 
he  hks  made  two  or  three  voyages  you  will  find 
your  doubts  difappear. 

**  But  beware  not  to  fpeak  publicly  on  thefe 
fubje<Sbs,  for  what  fome  admire  with  enthufiafm  is 
to  others  an  objeft  of  contempt  and  ridicule.  My 
opinions,  fubjcfled  to  a  long  and  carrful  exailii- 
hation,  come  forth  like  gold  purified  in  the  cru«* 
cible.  I  have  known  ingenuous  minds,  who>  after 
thirty  years  meditation,  have  at  length  confefied 
that  they  had  obtained  evidence  and  certitude^ 
where,  during  fo  long  a  time,  they  had  only  found 
uncertainty  and  obfcurity.  But  I  have  already  told 
you  fo  exalted  a  fubjeft  ought  only  to  be  treated 
in  private  converfation.  I  never  have  delivered^ 
nor  ever  will  publifh  in  writing,  my  real  fenti* 
ments,  I  have  only  given  to  the  world  thofe  of 
Socrates.  Adieu ;  follow  my  advice,  and  bum 
this  letter,  after  having  read  it  feveral  times.*' 

What  I  the  wdtings  cf  Plato  do  not  conjtaia  hi« 
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real  fenciments  on  the  origin  of  evil !  and  has  he 
xnade  it  a  duty  to  conceal  them  from  the  public^ 
^vhen  he  has  fo  eloquently  explained  the  fyftem  of 
TimSBUs  of  Locris  !  You  know  well  that  in  that 
work  Socrates  does  not  teach^  but  only  liftens. 
What  then  is  that  myfterious  doftrine  of.  whidi 
Plato  fpcaks  ?  To  which  of  his  difciples  has  he 
confided  it  ?  Has  he  ever  fpoken  of  it  to  you  ? 
X  am  loft  in  a  multiplicity  of  conjedures. 

The  death  of  Plato  has  been  the  occaiion  of 
our  fuffcring  another  lofs  which  I  feel  moft  fcn- 
l!bly.'  Ariftotle  leaves  us,  on  account  of  feme 
difguft,  which  I  will  explain  to  you  at  your  return. ' 
He  is  gone  to  refide  under  the  patronage  of  the 
eunuch  Hermias,  whom  the  king  of  Perfia  has 
appointed  governor  of  the  city  of  Atarnea  in  My- 
iia  ®.  I  regret  his  friendfliip,  his  knowledge,  and 
his  converfation.  He  has  promifcd  me  to  return  i 
but  hdw  great  is  the  difiercnce  between  enjoyment 
and  expeftatiOTi !  Alas  1  he  was  himfelf  ufed  to 
fay,  after  Pindar,  that  hope  is  only  the  dream  of  a 
waking  man  '.  I  once  applauded  his  definition, 
but  I  now  wi(h  to  find  it  falfe. 

I  am  forry  that  I  have  iiot  more  carefully  col- 
leded  and  trcafured  in  my  memory  his  repartees. 
Difcourfing  once  concerning  friendfhip,  he  on  a 

•  Diog.  Laert.  Ib  Arlftot.  lib.  5*   (  9.     Dionyr.  JHaliciqr. 
.Epll^.  ad  Amm,  cap.  5,  t.  vi.  p.  7^8. 

P  Dipg.  ibid.  §  i8.     Stob.Scnn,  io>  p.  581. 

La 
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fudden  pleafantly  exclaimed :  "  Oh,  my  friends ! 
friends  are  not  to  be  found  "^/*  Some  one  afking 
him  what  was  the  ufe  of  philofophy,  he  replied  : 
*^  To  teach  us  to  do  voluntarily  what  the  fear 
of  the  laws  would  compel  us  to  do"*/*  Whence 
is  it,  faid  fomebody  to  him,  yefterday,  at  my  houfe, 
that  we  fo  unwillingly  leave  the  company  of  hand- 
fome  perfons  ?  "  That,**  faid  he,  **  is  the  quef- 
tion  of  a  blind  man  ^"  But  you  have  frequently 
converfed  with  him ;  and  know  that  though  he 
pofleffed  more  extenfive  knowledge  than  any 
other  perfon  in  the  world,  yet  his  knowledge  was 
perhaps  ftill  excelled  by  his  wit. 


In  the  Archonship  of  Themistocles, 

The  id  year  of  the  io8th  Olympiad, 

/From  the  Sib  of  July  of  the  year  347,  to  the  2'jtb  of  June  of 
the  year  346,  before  Chnfi.) 

Letter  of  Callimedon. 

Jr  tJILIP,  informed  of  the  mirth  and  plea- 
fantry  that  reigns  in  our  fociety  *,  has  juft  remitted 

*  Phavor.  ap.  Dio?.  Laert.  in  AriftoU  lib.  5,  f  2i« 
^  Dioe.  Laert*  ibia.  (  20. 

*  Id.  ibid. 

*  This  was  compofed  of  perfons  of  wit  and  tafte,  to  the 
number  of  fixty^  who  met^  from  time  to  time,  to  pafs  humorous 
decrees  on  whatever  they  confidered  asobie6^8  of  ridicule.  I  have 
fpokcA  of  them  before,    (^ee  VoL  II.  Chap.  XX.  p.  33  7- )  *^ 
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«  a  talent,  and  invites  us  to  communicate  to  him 
the  refult  of  each  meeting  '.  We  (hall  ndt  negledt 
to  comply  with  his  requeft*  I  have  propofed  to 
fend  to  him  the  portraits  of  fome  of  our  minifters 
and  generals,  for  which  I  immediately  furnilhed  a 
number  of  Iketchcs.  I  will  endeavour  to  recoUedlj 
them. 

Demades^  had  for  fome  time  diftinguiflied  him* 
felf  as  a  common  failor  on  board  our  galleys  % 
where  he  managed  the  oar  with  the  fame  fbength 
and  dexterity  as  he  now  does  his  arguments  and 
rhetorical  figures.  He  has  derived  from  his  former 
condition  of  life  the  honour  of  having  enriched 
our  language  with  a  proverb.  Frtm  the  oar  to  the 
Tofirumy  at  prefcnt  fignifies  the  progrcfs  of  one  who 
has  arrived  at  unezpedbed  preferment*. 

He  poflefles  much  wit,  and  efpecially  the  ftylc 
of  fa(hionabIe  pleafantry ',  though  he  lives  with 
the  loweft  chfs  of  courtefans^.  A  great  number 
of  fallies  of  wit  are  attributed  to  him  *•  Whatever 
he  fays  feems  to  come  by  infpiration;  the  idea  and 
the  expreflion  prefent  themfeives  at  the  fame  in- 
ilant.    He  therefore  never  takes  the  trouble  to 

P  Athen.  lib.  14,  cap.  i,  p.  614. 
4  Fabric.  BibL  Grace  t.iv.  p.4l8« 

'  QuiDUl.  lib.  3.  cap.  17,  p.  ia8.  Suid.  v^  At^fM^L  SG(t« 
£ipp.  adv.  Gramm.  lib.  2 »  p.  291. 

•  Erafm.  Adag.  Chil.  3,  cent.  4^  p«  670* 

•  Ciccr.  Orat.  cap.  26,  t.  i.  p.  441,        X 

•  Pyth.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  2^  p.  44. 

•  DcmetrtPhaLdcEloc, 
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write  his  difcourfes  y,  and  rarely  that  of  previoufijr 
thinking  on  the  fubjeft  on  which  he  is  to  fpcak. 
Does  any  unforefeen  affair  come  before  the  general 
affembly,  •on  which  Dcmofthenes  dares  not  opca 
his  mouthy  Demades  is  called  on>  and  he  thea 
fpeaks  with  fo  much  eloquence^  that  we  cannot 
hefitate  to  rank  him  above  all  our  orators  •.  He 
is  equally  fuperior  to  them  in  other  things.  He 
may  defy  all  the  people  of  Athens  to  get  intoxi* 
cated  fo  often  as  himfelf*,  and  all  the  kirigs  of  the 
^arth  to  fatisfy  his  avarice  with  their  treafures  ^» 
As  he  is  very  expert  in  commerce,  he  will  fell  him* 
felf,  even  for  a  number  of' years,  to  any  one  that 
is  willing  to  purchafe  him*.  He  faid  to  fome 
perfon,  that  whea  he  (hould  give  a  marriage  por» 
tion  to  his  daughter,  it  (hould  be  at  the  expence  of 
foreign  powers^, 

Philocrates  is  Icfs  eloquent,  equally  voluptuous  % 
and  much  more  intemperate.  At  table,  every 
thing  difappears  before  him,  and  he  there  appears 
to  multiply  himfelf,  which  has  occafioned  the  poet 
Eubulus  to  fay,  in  one  of  his  dramatic  pieces  : 
"  We  have  two  infatiable  guefts,  Philocrates  and 

T  Cicer,  de  Clar.  Orat.  cap.  9,  t.  i.  p.  343.    Quinti}.  lib.  2^ 
cap.  17,  p.  \2g. 

*  Theop.  ap.  Plut.  in  Demofth.  t*  i.p.  850* 

*  Athen.  lib.  2,  p.  44. 

*►  Pint,  in  Phoc.  t.  i.  p.  755.     Id.  in  Apophth.  t.ii.  p.  188. 
«  Dinarch.  adv.  Demoftlu  p.  103. 
^  Pint.  ibid.     * 

«  Demoflh.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  329  et  3^2.     JEfchin.  ibid* 
P-  403- 
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Thilocratcs  ^.*'  He  is  alfo  one  of  tbofe  men  on  whofe 
forehead  we  feem  to  read,  as  on  the  door  of  a» 
boufe,  thefe  words,  written  in  large  charafters,  T^ 
let:  to  fell  t.  , 

It  is  not  the  fame  with  Demofthcnes,'  who  has 
always  difplayed  an  ardent  zeal  for  the  good  of 
hi;s  country*  He  is  in  want  of  thofe  external  ac^ 
complilhments  which  might  enable  him  to  fupplanit: 
his  rivals  and  gain  the  confidence  of  the  people. 
He  will  perhaps  betray  us  when  he  can  no  longer 
prevent  our  being,  betrayed  by  others  ^. 

His  education  had  been  negleded ;  and  he  was 
unacquainted  with  thofe  arts  which  might  correA 
bis  numerous  defeds  K  I  wifti  I  were  able  to  dc- 
pid  him  to  you,  fuch  as  he  appeared  the  firft  time 
he  afcended  the  roftrum.  Figure  to  yourfelf  a  man 
with  an  auftere  and  difcontented  air,  fcratching 
his  head,  (hrugging  his  (houlders,  with  a  (brill  and 
feeble  voice^,adifEcult  refpiration,  tones  that  grated 
on  the  ear,  a  barbarous  pronunciation,  and  a  ftyle 
ftill  more  barbarous,  compofed  of  endlefs,  inejc-- 
hauftible,  unintelligible  periods,  crowded  befides 
with  all  the  arguments  of  the  fchools  *.  He  fatigued 

and  difgufted  us,  and,  in  return,  we  hiffed  and 

<     1 1  ■■       I        I  I  ■■  I  I  ■■■  ■  ■■     ■     ■  I  ■■  ■■■■         n 

f  Eubul  ap.  Athen.  lib.  ly  cap.  7,  p.  8. 
X  Demofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  310.    ,Id.  de  Coron.  p*476. 
^  Dinarch.  adv.  Demofth.  p.  oo.    Plut.  in  Demofth.  t.  i» 
p.  857.     Id.  in  X.  Rhct.  Vit.  1. 11,  p.'846. 
>-  Plut.  in  Demofth.  t.  i.  p.  847. 
.^  ^fchin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.' 420^ 
iriut.ihid.p.848. 

^* 
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hooted  him.  He  was  for  fome  time  obliged  to 
retire,  but  he  profited  by  his  difgrace  like  a  man 
of  fiiperior  genius.  By  incredible  eflTons  "*  he 
correfted  fome  of  his  defefts,  and  every  day  now 
adds  a  new  ray  to  his  glory  which  has  been  iabo- 
^rioufly  acquired.  He  muft  long  meditate  on  his 
fubjeft,  and  turn  it  in  his  mind  in  every  poffible 
manner,  to  render  his  imagination  prolific  \ 

His  enemies  pretend  that  his  works  fmell  of  the 
lamp  ^.  Perfons  of  tafte  think  there  is  fomething 
mean  in  his  a&ion  ',  and  cenfure  him  for  employ- 
ing harfh  ex^)reffions  and  abfurd  metaphors  ^.  For 
my  part  I  find  him  as  frigid  when  he  attempts  to 
be  pleafant '  as  he  is  ridiculoufly  attentive  to  his 
drcfs.  The  moft  delicate  lady  does  not  wear  finer 
linen ' ;  and  this  nicenefs  forms  a  Angular  con- 
traft  to  the  afperity  of  his  charafter  \ 

I  would  not  vouch  for  his  probity.     In  a  law- 

fnit  he  once  wrote  for  both  parties  •.    I  mentioned 

this  fad  to  one  of  his  friends,  a  man  of  much  wit, 

who  replied,  laughing  :  He  was  then  very  young. 
_  *  ■ 

"  Plut.  in  Demoilh.  t.  i.  p.  849.     Id.  in  X.  Rhet.  Vit.  t.  ti« 
p,  844. 

n  Id.in  Demofth,  t.  i.  p.  849. 

«  Id.  ibid,  ^lian.lib.  7,cap.  7*  Lucian.  in  Demofth.  Encom. 
cap.  15,  t.  ili.  p.  502. 

P  Plut.  ibid.  p.  851. 

^  ^fchin.  in  Ctefiph.  p.  480.     Longin.  de  Sublim,  cap.  34. 

'  iEfchin.  in  Tirnarch.  p.  279.  Longin.  ibid.  QuintiU 
Inftit.  lib.  10,  cap.  I,  p.  643. 

»  ^fchin.  ibid.  p.  280. 

«  Plut.  ibid,  p  847  et  885t 

^  vEfchin,  dc  F«df.  Leg.  p.  4^1.    Plut,  Ibid.  p.  852  ct  887, 
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His  manners,  though  not  of  the  pureft  kind, 
are  not  indecent.  It  is  faicl,  indeed,  that  he  vifits 
courtefans,  th^t  he  fometimes  drefles  himfelf  like' 
them  ',  and  that  in  his  youth  a  fingle  affignation 
cod  him  as  much  as  all  his  pleadings  had  brought 
him  during  a  whole  year  y.  All  this  however  is 
of  little  importance.  It  is  added  that  he  once  fold 
his  wife  to  a  young  man  named  Cnoiion*,  which  is 
a  more  ferious  accufation.  But  thcfe  are  domeftic 
affairs  in  which  I  do  not  wifli  to  intermeddle. 

During  the  laft  feftivals  of  Bacchus  S  in  quality 
of  choregus  of  his  tribe,  he  was  at  the  head  of  a 
company  of  young  perfons  .who  difputed  the  prize 
in  dancing.  In  the  midft  of  the  ceremony  Midias, 
a  rich  and  ridiculous  man,  gave  him  a  blow  on 
the  face  in  the  prefence  of  a  great  number  of  fpec* 
tators.  Demofthenes  carried  his  complaint  before 
a  court  of  juflice,  and  the  alSair  was  terminated  to 
the  fatisfaftion  of  both  parties  :  Midias  has  given 
money,  and  Demofthenes  received  it.  We  know 
now  that  it  only  cofts  three  thoufand  drachmas  * 
to  infult  the  cheek  of  a  choregus**. 

A  Ihort  time  after  he  accufed  one  of  his  cou-  ^ 
,  fins  of  having   dangeroufly  wounded  him,  and 

«  Plut.  X.  Rhct.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  847. 
7  Athen.  lib.  13,  cap.  7>  p.  593. 

*  iBfchin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  419. 
^  .Demofth.  in  Mid.  p.  603. 

*  270oliyre8  (112L  los.) 

^  iBfchlA.  in  Ctef.  p.  436.    Flut.  in  X.  Rhet.  V;t.  t.  iL 
f.844. 
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{hcvred  a  cut  in  his  head  which  he  was  fufpcfhed 
of  having  n^ade  hitnfelf  *.     As  he  required  da* 
mages  and  intereft,  ic«  was  faid  that  the  head  of 
pemofthenes  was  extremely  produdive*** 

We  may  laugh  at  his  felf-lore^  but  it  is  too  uft«^ 
difguifed  to  give  offence.  I  was  with  him  the 
other  day  in  the  ftreet,  when  one  of  the  women 
who  carry  water  happening  to  fee  him^  pointed  at 
him  .with  her  finger  to  (hew  him  to  another  wo« 
man :  *^  Look,'*  faid  (he,  ^'  there  is  Demof-* 
thenes  «.**  I  pretended  hot  to  hear  her^ ;  but  he 
took  care  to  make  me  remark  hen 

^fchines  has  been  accu(lomed  from  his  youth 
to  fpeak  in  public.  His  mother  early  introduced 
him  into  public  life,  fa^  taking  him  with'  her  from 
houfe  to  houfe  to  initiate  people  of  the  lowell  clafs 
into  the  my(teries  of  Bacchus.  He  appeared  in 
the  (Ireet  at  the  head  of  a  chorus  of  Bacchants^ 
erowaed  with  fennel  and  branches  of  poplar,  and 
performed  with  them,  but  with  infinite  grace,  all 
the  extravagant  rites  of  their  lingular  wor(hip. 
He  fang,  danced,  and  (houted,  grafping  in  his 
hand  ferpents  which  he  (hook  over  his  head.  The 
populace  heaped  on  him  their  benediftions,  and 
the  old  women  gave  him  little  cakes  ^ 

'  ^  ^fcbin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  410.  Id.  in  Ctefiph.  p.  435* 
Suid.  in  A)ifioer$. 

*  Herald.  Animadv.  in  Salmaf.  Obferv.  cap.  10,  p.  136. 

«  Ciccr.  Quasft*  Tiifcul.  lib.  5^,  cap.  36,  t.  ii.  p.  391.  Plia* 
^.9,  cpifU  23.     ^Han.  Var.  Hiii.  lib.  9^  cap.  17* 

?  Dcmofth.  de  Coron.  p.  516. 
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This  fuccefs  fired  his  ambition.  He  entered 
into  a  company  of  comedians,  but  was  found  oniji 
capable  of  the  inferior  parts.  Notwithftanding 
the  fonoroufnefs  of  his  voice,  the  public  declared 
againft  him  an  eternal  war  «  :  he  therefore  quitted 
this  profeffion,  and  became  clerk  in  an  inferior 
court,  and  afterward  minifter  of  ftate. 

His  conduft  has  fince  been  always  regular  and 
decent.  He  poffcfles  wit,  tafte,  politenefs,  and 
the  knowledge  of  propriety.  His  eloquence  is 
diftinguiflied  by  a  happy  choice  of  words,  the 
abundance  and  clearnefs  of  his  ideas,  and  a  prodi« 
gious  facility,  for  which  he  is  indebted  lefs  to  art 
than  nature.  His  ftyle  does  not  want  ftrcngth, 
though  it  has  lefs  than  that  of  Demofthenes.  He 
at  firft  dazzles,  and  afterward  compels  aflent^; 
at  leaft  this  is  what  I  am  told  by  perfons  who  un-> 
derftand  thefe  things.  He  has  the  weaknefs  to  bt? 
afliamed  of  bis  former  condition  in  life,  and  the 
imprudence  at  the  fame  time  to  remind. others  of 
theirs.  When  he  walks  in  the  forum  with  mea- 
fured  fteps,  a  flowing  robe,  his  head  eredt,  and 
his  cheeks  fwelled  out  *,  wUfpers  are  heard  on 
every  fide  :  Is  not  that  the  petty  clerk  of  a  petty 
jcourt  of  juftice,  the  fon  of  Tromcs  the  fchool» 
mafter,   and  Glaucothea,  who  was   before  called 


S  Demofth.  de  Coron.  p.  5 16,  et  dc  Falft  Leg.  p.  346. 
^  Dionyt  Halic.  de  Vctcr.  Script.  Cent  t.  v.  p.  434. 
f  Demoilh.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  343% 
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Empufa**  ?  Was  it  not  he  who  ufcd  to  fcour  tho 
forms  of  the  fchool  when  we  were  fchool-boys ; 
and  who,  during  the  Bacchanalia  ^  (houted  with  all 
Ills  might  in  the  ftreets,  Evoe,  Saboe  *  ? 

The  jealoufy  which  exifts  between  him  and 
Demofthencs  is  very  apparent.  They  cannot  but 
have  perceived  it  firft;  for  thofe  who  have  the 
fame  claims  difcover  each  other  in  an  inftant.  I 
know  not  whether  ^fchines  will  fuffer  himfelf  to 
be  corrupted ;  but  thofe  who  afe  fo  very  poli(hed 
and  amiable  arc  generally  feeble, 

I  ought  to  add,  however,  that  he  is  a  very  brave 
man,  who  has  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  feveral 
battles,  and  that  Phocion  has  borne  teftimony  to 
his  valour*"* 

Perhaps  there  is  not  a  more  Angular  charafter 
than  the  man  I  have  lad  mentioned ;  I  mean  Pho- 
cion. He  feems  not  to  know  that  he  lives  in  the 
prefent  age,  and  in  the  city  of  Athens.  He  is 
poor,  yet  is  not  humiliated  by  his  poverty;  he 
does  good,'  yet  never  boafts  of  it ;  and  gives  his 
advice,  though  he  is  very  certain  that  it  will  never 
be  followed.  He  poffefles  talents  without  ambi- 
Kion,  and  ferves  the  ftate  without  views  of  intereft. 
At  the  head  of  the  army^  he  contents  himfelf  with 

♦  That  is  the  Hag^  or  SpeSre. 

^  DcmoAh.  dc  Coron.  p.  494. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  5i6« 

^  parbarous  words  ufcd  to  invoke  Bacchus* 

*■  .£fchip.  de  Fair.  J[^eg.  p.  422, 
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rcftoring  difcipline  and  beating  the  enemy.  When 
addrcfling  the  affembly,  he  is  equally  unmoved  by 
the  difapprobation  or  applaufe  of  the  multitude. 
In  one  of  his  harangues  he  was  propofing  a  plaa 
for  the  conduft  of  the  approaching  campaign, 
when  on  a  fudden  fome  perfon  interrupted  him 
with  the  moft  abufive  language  ■.  Phocion  was 
filent  rill  the  other  had  ended,  and  then  coolly 
thus  refumed  his  difcourfe :  "  I  have  fpoken  to 
you  of  the  infantry  and  cavalry ;  it  now  remains 
for  me  to  fpeak/'  &c.  &c.  On  another  occafioa 
he  was  loudly  applauded  by  the  people.  I  hap- 
pened by  chance  to  be  next  him :  he  turned 
round  to  me  and  faid,  "  Did  you  obferve  that  I 
committed  any  egregious  blunder  **  ?*' 

We  laugh  at  his  fingularity  and  his  pleafantries, 
but  we  have  found  an  admirable  fecret  to  revenge 
ourfelves  for  his  contempt.  He  is  the  only  gene- 
ral we  have  left,  and  we  fcarcely  ever  employ  him* 
He  is  the  moft  upright,  and  perhaps  the  moft  in- 
telligent, of  our  orators,  and  we  liften  to  him  ftill 
lefs.  It  is  true  that  we  cannot  make  him  alter  his 
principles ;  but,  by  Heaven  !  neither  (hall  he  in- 
duce us  to  change  ours  :  and  furely  it  fliall  never 
be  faid  that  with  his  fuperannuated  virtues,  and  the 
rhapfodies  of  his  antique  manners,  Phocion  (hall 


•  Plut.  Rcip.  Gerend.  Prxccpt.  t.  ii,  p.  8 10. 

*  Id.  in  Phoc.  t*  i.  p.  745. 
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have  been  able  to  correft  the  moft  polilhed  ami 
amiable  people  in  the  world. 

There  is  Chares,  on  the  other  hand,  who  by  his 
example  teaches  our  youth  to  make  an  open  pro- 
feffion  of  corruption '.  He  is  the  greateft  knave 
and  the  moffi  unlkilful  of  all  our  generals,  yet  he 
enjoys  the  greateft  reputation  ^,  He  has  (Keltered 
himfclf  under  the  protedtion  of  Demofthenes,  and 
fome  other  orarors,  and  gives  entertainments  to  the 
people.  Is  a  fleet  to  be  fitted  out.  Chares  muft 
Jiave  the  command  and  entire  difpofal  of  it.  He 
is  dire£ted  to  fail  to  one  toaft,  and  he  fails  to  an* 
Other.  Inftead  of  defending  our  polTeflions  he 
joins  with  pirates,  and  in  concert  with  them  lays 
the  iflands  under  contribution^  and  feizes  every 
veffel  he  meets  in  his  way.  Within  a  few  years 
he  has  occafioned  the  lofs  of  more  than  a  hun* 
dred  (hips,  and  has  diffipated  fifteen  hundred 
talents  *,  in  expeditions  of  no  utility  to  the  ftate, 
but  very  lucrative  to  himfelf  and  his  principal  offi- 
ters.  Sometimes  he  does  not  deign  to  fend  us 
any  account  where  he  is,  or  what  he  is  doing ; 
but  we  obtain  information  in  defpite  of  him  :  and 
it  is  not  long  fince  we  fent  out  a  fwift-failing 
veflel,  -  with  orders  to  cruize  the  feas,  and  endea- 
vour to  difcover  what  was  become  of  the  fleet  and 
the  general  ^ 

p  Ariftot.  llhct.  lib.  i,.cap.  15, 1. 11.  p.  544. 
4  Theopomp.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  ta,  cap.  8,  p.  532. 
•  8,100,000  livres  (337i5ool.) 

^  JEfchiiu  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  406.    Demofth.  in  Olynth.  }» 
p.  38. 
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Letter  op  Nicetas. 

JL  H  E  Phocians,  cxhaufted  by  a  war  which 
has  lafted  almoft  ten  years,  have  implored  our 
afliftance.  They  confent  to  give  up  Thrdnium, 
Nicsea,  and  Alpenus,  ftrong  towns  fituated  at  the 
entrance  of  the  pafs  of  Thermopylte.  Proxenus, 
who  commands  our  fleet  on  the  neighbouring 
coafts,  has  advanced  to  take  poffcffion  of  thenu 
He  will  place  garrifons  in  them,  and  Philip  mpft 
henceforth  defpair  of  forcing  the  defile. 

We  have  refolved  at  the  fame  time  to  fit  out 
another  fleet  of  fifty  (h|ps.  The  flower  of  our 
youth  are  ready  to  march ;  we  have  enrolled  all 
thofe  who  have  not  pafled  their  thirtieth  year,  and 
we  learn  that  Archidamus,  king  of  Lacedsemon, 
has  offered  to  the  Phocians  the  whole  force  of  that 
republic*.  War  is  inevitable,  and  the  deflruAioa 
#f  Philip  no  lefs  fo. 


Letter  of  Apol2.odorus, 

Our  mo'ft  accompliihed  Athenian  ladies 
iire  jealous  of  the  praifes  you  befl:ow  on  the  wife 
and  thie  filler  trf  Arfitmcs,  and  eur  «fel«ft  polki- 
cians  agree  that  we  have  need  of  a  ftateiman  of 

*  iEfcbiiu  de  Fair.  Le^ .  p.  416. 
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equal  genius  with  the  Perfian  minifter  to  oppofe- 
the  abilities  of  Philip.   Every  place  here  lately 
refounded  with  the  din    of  arms^    but  a  word 
from  that  prince  has  made  them  drop  from  our 
hands. 

During  the  fiege  of  Olynthus,  he  had,  it  is  faid> 
more  than  once  fignified  a  wifh  to  continue  on 
good  terms  With  us  K  On  this  news,  which  the 
people  received  with  tranfport,  it  was  refolved  to 
open  a  negociation,  which  was  fufpended  by  va- 
rious obftacles*  He  took  Olynthus,  and  we  breath- 
ed only  war  and  vengeance;  but  foon  after  two  of 
our  aftors,  Ariftodemus  and  Neoptolemus,  whom 
the  king  treats  with  much  kindnefs,  aflured  us, 
on  their  return,  that  he  continued  in  his  former 
difpofitions%  and  immediately  we  thought  of 
nothing  but  peace. 

We  have  juft  fent  to  Macedon  ten  deputies,  all 
men  of  diftinguilhed  abilities :  Ctefiphon,  Ariftode- 
mus, latrocles,  Cimon,  and  Nauficles,  who  have 
for  their  aflbciates  Dercyllus,  PhryQon,  Philocrates, 
.^chines,  and  Dcmofthenes  *.  To  thefe  we  muft 
add  Aglaocreon  of  Tenedos,  who  has  the  care  of 
the  interefts  of  our  allies.  X^^  are  to  fettle  with 
Philip  the  moft  important  articles  of  the  peace. 


«  .^fchin.  dc  Falf.  Ler.  p.  397. 

9  Argupi.  Oral,  de  Fall.  Leg.  p*  29 1 .    Demofth*  ibid.  £•  2p^. 

?  jEfchin.  ibid.  p.  398.    Argiun.  Orat.  ibid.  "^ " 

and 
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and  engage  him  to  fend  plenipotentiaries  finally  to 
conclude  it  here. 

I  am  unable  to  underftand  our  con^uft.  This 
prince  lets  fall  a  few  vague,  and  pcrhapi  infidiousi 
proteftations  of  frlettdfllip  to  Us(;  and  immediately^ 
wkhocrt  Iffterting  Co  men  of  wifdorti  and  expe* 
rierice,  who  diftruft  his  intentions^  without  waiting 
for  the  rettjrn  of  the  deputies  we  h'ave  fent^td 
the  different  ftates  of  Greece,  to  Engage  them  td 
imhe  againft  the  common  enemy,  we  intermit  our 
preparations,  and  make  advances  which  he  will 
abofc  if  he  accedes  to  them,  and  of  which  a  re- 
fufal  will  be  humiliating  to  m.  T6  obtain  hid 
favour,  Qur  deputies  muff  have  the'  good  fortune 
to  be  agreeable  to  him.  The  aftor  Ariftodemut 
had  entered  into  engagements  with  fome  cities 
which  had  intended  to  give  theatrical  exhibitions; 
and  a  deptitation  was  therefore  fent,  in  the  name 
of  the  fcnatc,  moft  carncftly  to  folicit  that  Arifto* 
demus  might  be  excufed  from  paying  the  forfeit- 
ure he  muft  incur,  becaufe  the  rcptTblic  had  need 
of  his  fervices  in  Macedonia.  Arid  Demofthcnes 
too,  who  had  fn  his  harangues  treated  Pfiilip 
with  fo*  much  haughtinefs  and  contempt,  was  the 
propofer  of  this  decree  y  t 
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Letter  of  Callimsdon. 

Our.  ambafladors  have  made  incredible 
difpatch  ■ ;  they  are  already  returned.  They  ap- 
pear to  aft  in  concert;  but  Demofthenes  is  not 
(atisfied  with  his  colleagues,  who,  on  their  fide^ 
complsun  of  him.  I  Ihall  relate  to  you  fome  anec« 
dotes  relative  to  their  expedition,  which  I  learned 
yefterday  at  an  entertainment,  at  which  the  prin« 
cipal  of  them,  Ctefiphon,  -^chmes,  Ariftode- 
mus,  and  Philocrates,  were  prefent. 

I  ought  firft  to  tell  you,  that  during  their  jour- 
ney they  had  not  a  lltde  to  endure  from  the  vanity 
of  Demofthenes*,  but  they  were  patient.  Infup- 
portable  people  are  fometin^es  fo  eaiily  fupported 
in  fociety!  But  what  gave  them  the  greateft 
difturbance  was  the  genius  and  abilities  of  Philip. 
They  felt  they  were  not  able  to  contend  with  him 
in  politics.  Every  day  they  diftributed  their  parts, 
and  difpofed  their  attacks.  It  was  determined  that 
the  eldeft  of  them  (hould  firft  moun^  to  the  aflault, 
and  Demofthenes,  as  the  youngeft,  bring  up  the 
re^r.  He  promifed  to  open  the  inexhauftible 
fources  of  his  eloquence :  **  Fear  not  Philip," 
added  he :  ^'  I  will  fo  completely  Jew  up  his 
mouth  ^,  that  he  Ihall  be  forced  to  reftore  to  us 
Amphipolis.*' 

*  Demofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  318. 

*  JEfchin.  ibid. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p«  398* 
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When  they  were  admitted  to.  an  audience  of  the 
king,  Cteiiphon  and  the  others  exprefled  them- 
felves  in  a  few  words  ^ ;  jfifchines,  eloquendy  and 
diffufcly;  Dcmofthenes — —-but  I  will  endea- 
vour to  give  you  his  pi£ture«  He  rofe  half  dead 
with  fear.  He  was  not  now  to  afcend  the  roftrum 
of  Athens^  and  harangue  that  multitude  of  arti- 
fans  who  compofe  our  aflemblies.  PhiUp  was 
furroundcd  by  his  courtiers^  the  greater  part  of 
whom  were  men  of  wit  and  abiUties :  among  others 
were  Python  of  Byzantium,  who  values  himfelf  on 
writing  elegantly;  and  Leofthenes,  whom  we  have 
baniihed,  and  who  it  is  faid  is  one  of  the  greateft 
orators  in  Greece  '«  All  had  heard  fpeak  of  the 
magnificent  promifes  of  Demofthenes,  and  watched 
for  their  fulfilment  with  an  attention  which  com- 
pleted his  embarraffment.  He  tremblingly  ftam- 
mered  an  obfcure  exordium,  loft  his  recollection^ 
grew  more  and  more  confufed,  and  at  laft  was  to- 
tally unable  to  proceed.  The  king  in  vain  en- 
deavoured to  infpire  him  with  more  confidence :  he 
rofe  only  to  fall  again ;  and  when  Philip  had  enter- 
tained himfelf  for  fome  moments  with  his  filence, 
the  herald  gave  notice  to  our  deputies  to  retire  «• 

Demofthenes  ought  to  have  been  the  firft  to 
laugh  at  this  accident  i  but,  inftead  of  that^  he  be- 

«  iBfchin.  de  Falf.  Leg,  p.  399, 
'  Id.  ibid.  p.  415* 
•  Id.ibid«  p.  401. 

Mz 
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gan  the  attack  on  ^fchincs,  whom  he  bitterly  re- 
proached for  having  fpoken  to  the  king  with  too 
much  freedom,  and  thus  brought  on  the  republic 
a  war  which  it  was  in  no  condition  to  fupport. 
Afchincs  was  about  to  reply,  when  they  were 
again  introduced  into  the  royal  prefence*  When 
they  were  feated,  Philip  difcuffed  their  claims  in 
order^  anfwened  their  complaints,  and  efpecially 
dwelt  on  the  difcourfe  of  JEfchines,  to  whom  he 
frequently  addreffed  himfelf  in  particular  j  then 
affuming  an  air  of  affability  and  kindnefs,  he  tef- 
tified  the  moft  fmcerc  defire  to  conclude  the 
peace. 

During  all  this  time,  Demofthenes,  with  all  the 
inquietude  of  a  courtier  threatened  with  difgrace, 
had  recourfe  to  every  expedient  to  attraft  the 
notice  of  the  king ;  but  he  could  not  obtain  from 
him  a  fingle  word,  nor  even  a  look. 

He  left  the  conference  with  a  diflatisfaftion 
that  produced  the  ,moft  extravagant  fcenes.  He 
was  like  a  child  fpoilcd  by  the  indulgence  of  his 
parents,  and  unexpeftedly  mortified  by  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  companions.  The  ftorm  lafted  feveral 
days.  He  at  laft  perceived  that  ill-humour  availed 
but  little,  ahd  endeavoured  to  become  more  focial 
with  the  other  deputies.  They  were  then  on  their 
return  home;  and,  taking  them  feparatdy,  he 
promifed  them  his  proteftion  in  the  popular  af- 
fembly.  To  one  he  faid  :  I  will  re-eftabli(h  your 
fortune.    To  another  :   I  will  procure  for  you  the 
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GommaQd  of  the  s^txiy.  With  j^Tchipes  he  emi- 
ployed  all  his  addrefs :  he  foothed  the  jcaloufy, 
aod  beftowed  uniimited  applaufe  op  the  merit 
of  his  rival.  His  praifes  muft  have  been  very 
extravagant,  fince  ^fchincs  pretends  they  were 
tirefocne  and  di%u(liag  even  to  himfelf. 

One  evehing,  in  I  know  not  what  city  of  Thef- 
fidy,  he  for  the  firiik  time  thought  proper  to  be  plea- 
fimt  on  bis  own  adventure.  He  added,  that  xio 
perfon  under  heaven  poffeffed  the  powers  of  elo^ 
quence  equal  to  Philip.  What  mpfl:  afbniflied 
me,  replied  ^fchines,  was  the  amazing  exadneU 
with  which  he  recapitulated  all  that  we  lud  faid. 
And  I^  replied  Ctefiphon,  though  I  am  advanced 
iti  years,  never  in  my  life  faw  a  man  fo  polite  and 
agreeable.  Deipodhe^e*  clapped  bis  hands^  s^nd 
applauded  every  word.  Excellent !  qried  he ;  but 
you  would  not  venture  to  hold  the  f^me  language 
in  the  prefence  of  the  people*  Why  (hould  we 
not  ?  replied  bis  companions.  He  doubted,  they 
iniifted ;  he  required  their  promiie,  and  they  gav( 
it^ 

It  is  not  known  .what  u(e  he  intends  to  make  of 
this ;  but  we  (hall  fee  at  the  Bx&  meedng  of  .|j%e 
aflembly.  Oivr  whole  ibciety  intends  to  be  pre^ 
fent,  for  all  this  cannot  well  fail  to  produce  fome 
ridiculous  icene  $  and  if  Demofthenes  has  refervg^ 

^  JEfchin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  ^oa. 

'    M3  '    '  ' 
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his  follies  for  Macedon,  I  will  never  forgive  him 

fo  long  as  I  live. 

What  alarms  me  is,  that  he  has  condufked  him- 
felf  extremely  well  at  the  meeting  of  the  fenate^ 
The  letter  of  Philip  having  been  remitted  to  that 
affembly,  Demofthenes  has  congratulated  the  re- 
public on  having  confided  its  interefts  to  deputies 
equally  deferving  fuch  a  truft  by  their  eloquence 
and  their  probity.  He  has  propofed  to  decree 
them  a  crown  of  olive^  and  to  invite  them  the 
next  day  to  an  entertainment  in  the  Prytaneum. 
The  decree  of  the  fenate  is  conformable  to  thefe 
propofals  8. 

I  (hall  not  feal  my  letter  till  after  the  general 
aflcmbly. 

I  have  this  moment  left  it.  Demofthenes  has 
done  wonders.  The  deputies,  each  in.thcir  turn, 
related  the  different  circumftances  of  their  em- 
bafly .  uEfchines  had  faid  a  word  of  the  eloquence 
of  Philip,  and  his  happy  memory ;  Ctefiphon,  of 
his  b^u\:y  and  his  figure,  the  embellifliments  of 
his  mind,  and  his  convivial  gaiety.  They  all 
received  their  applaufes,  when  Demofthenes  af- 
cended  the  roftrum  in  a  morq  ferious  and  fignifi- 
cant  manner  than  ufual.  After  having  a  long 
time  fcratched  his  forehead,  for  he  always  begins 
fo :  '*  I  cannot  but  admire,"  faid  he,  '^  both 
thofe  who  fpeab,  and  thofe  who  hear.    How  is  it 

%  JBkhin*  de  Falf,  Leg.  p«  402,. 
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poffible  for  men  to  dwell  on  fuch  trifles,  when  a 
matter  of  fo  great  moment  awaits  their  confident* 
tion  !  I  flball  now  likewife  proceed  to  lay  before 
you  an  account  of  the  embafly.  Let  the  decree 
pafled  by  this  aflemhty  previous  to  our  depanure, 
and  the  letter  which  the  king  of  Macedon  has  re- 
turned by  us^  be  read/'  After  the  reading  of 
thefe,  he  added :  ^<  Such  were  our  inftru£tions> 
and  we  have  fulfilled  them.  You  have  heard  the 
anfwec  of  Philip :  it  now  only  remains  for  us  to 
deliberate  on  that  anfwer  '.'* 

Thefe  words  excited  a  kind  of  murmur  in  the 
aflembly.  ^' What  precifion,  what  addrefs '/'  faid 
fome :  '^  What  envy,  what  malignity  V  faid  others. 
For  my  part,  I  laughed  heartily  at  the  embarrair- 
ment  vifible  in  the  countenances  of  Ctefiphon  and 
^fcbines.  Without,  however,  giving  them  time 
to  breathe,  he  refumed  his  difcourfe  as  follows : 
^^  You  have  heard  great  encomiums  beftowed  on 
the  eloquence  and  memory  of  Philip ;  any  other 
perfon  in  pofleffion  of  the  fame  power  would  obtain 
the  fame  praifes.  His  other  excellent  qualities 
have  likewife  beeh  extolled;  but  he  has  not  a 
finer  countenance  than  the  ador  Ariftodemus,  nor 
can  he  drink  better  than  Philocrates.  iEfchines 
has  told  you,  that  he  had  left  to  me,  at  lead  in 
part,  the  difcudion  of  our  rights  to  Amphipolis; 

^  JEfchim  de  Falf*  Leg.  p.  403; 
M4 
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b\tt  dnit  omcor  will  ooc  leaive  ehker  to  you  or  ma 
im  oppartuaiiy  of  fpeakiog.  Tkei^^  iio^i^ver,  up 
trifles  miwofcby  our  notice ;  I  (hail  proceed  td  pro* 
^ak  a  decree^  The  lierald  of  Philip  k  arrii^^ 
und  his  ambafiadors  will  foon  foUc>w*  I  move  thac 
permiffion  may  be  granted  to  treat  wkh  them, 
imd  that  the  Prytanes  be  direfted  to  coovolfc  an 
•Cfembly,  which  <haH  be  held  two  ds^ys  fucceflively, 
and  in  which  we  may  deliberate  on  the  peace  and  * 
the  alliancew  I  amiikewife  of  opinion,  that  yoq 
(hould  pafs  a  vote  ot  approbation  and  praife  of 
'^  Ae  condt»ft  rf  your  deputies^  if  they  de(enre  it ; 
$nd  that  they  (hould  be  invttaed  to  fup.to-jnorrow 
in  the  Prytaneum  ^''  This  decree  has  paffed  al- 
pioft  unanimoufly,  and  the  ocator  hfis  rcairume4 
his  fuperiority. 

I  have  a  great  opinion  of  Demofthenes  ;  but  it 
IS  not  fufficient  to  poirefs  great  abilities,  we  ought 
not  to  be  ridiculous.  There  fubfifts  between  cele- 
brated men  and  our  fociety  a  kind  of  tacit  conven- 
tion ;  we  give  them  our  efteem,  and  ihey  ought 
to  indulge  us  in  laughing  at  their  follies. 


•'9¥^m'^mmmmmm 


Letter  or  Apql;.odorus. 

i  S  £  N  D  you  the  journal  of  what  has  paffed 
\b  out  aiTemblies  till  the  ccuacluiion  of  the  pcdce. 


f  ^fchiD.  deFaU*.  Leg.  p.  403. 
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fie  Bib  pf  Elapba^ifm^  ibt  day  vf  the  f^al 
iffMfiulapus*.  Tbc  PrytaA^s  met  an^,  coa? 
formably  to  the  decree  of  the  people,  ((|>pciiiuod 
two  geneml  aflemblies  to  ddibenur  on  the  pcoise; 
Tiiey  viU  be  ibeld  ah  the  iStb  aod  29fth^^ 
,  5*tf  izA,  ibf  jirfi  day  pf  the  feftivah  ^'Bh- 
dniS'\»  Aadpaicer^  Paroi^sb,  aad  fivrjlgchiit 
ere  wrmed.  Tfaey  come  on  the  pare  of  Philip  to 
4x>nckide  the  treaty,  and  to  receive  the  'isath  by 
which  it  is  to  be  faodiojued  ^  ^  .      * 

Aatipkter  is,  next  to  Phiiipj  the  tnoft  abfe  poli^* 
tician  in  Greece.  AiStive  and  indefatigabie,  ht 
extends  his  vigilance  to  abnoQ;  every  pare  of  the 
adminiftratiion.  The  kiAg  has  ofcen  laid;  We 
may  fecurdy  ileep,  or  refign  ourfelves  to  our  pieft^ 
iures^  for  Antipater  wacches  for  us  ®. 

Parmenio,  beloved  by  the  fovereignt  and  ftill 
»o^e  by  the  foldia*s  ^y  has  already  lignaiHed  him- 
fetf  by  a  great  number  of  exploits  :  he  would  be 
the  firft  general  io  Greece,  if  Philip  did  not  exift. 
From  the  abilities  of  thefe  two  deputies  you  may 
judge  of  the  merit  of  Eurylochus,  their  affociate. 

•■■■  ■ ^        ^       ■■  ■         ■  ■!■■■■■      I^fl^  >■■»     * f 1»1|     P         —  >■  II      I  II     I  I  ■      » 

*  The  8tli  of  this  monlli  in  tbc  year  lA  qu^ftion  com^ixled 
to  the  8th  ^f  March  of  the  year  346  before  .Chrlft. 

^  ^fchin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  403  ct  404.  Id.  m  Ctefiph. 
p.  438. 

f  The  12th  of  March  of  the  fame  yean 

^  Argum.  Oral,  de  Falf.  Leg.  ap.  Dexnoflh.  p.  291.  Demofth. 
de  Falf.  Leg,  p.  304. 

»  Plut.  Apophth.  t.  it.  p.  179. 

^  Quint.  Curt*  lib.  4^  cap^  13* 
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92f  I  Sib  cf  EiapbeMion*.  The  ambafladors 
regularly  attend  at  the  (hows  exhibited  at  this  fef- 
tival.  Demofthenes  has  caufed  the  fenate  to  afliga 
them  a  diftinguKhed  place  ^.  He  has  taken  care 
tibac  cuihxons  and  purple  carpets  (hail  be  prepared 
for  tbtm.  At  the  break  of  day  he  conduds  them 
liimfelf  to  the  theatre;  and  has  afligned  them 
apartments  in  his  own  houfe.  Many  people  are 
offended  at  his  paying  them  fuch  obfequious  atten- 
tion,  and  confider  it  as  a  meannefs'.  They  hj 
that,  having  been  unable  to  gain  the  favour  of 
Philip  while  in  Macedon,  he  now  wiflies  at  leaft 
to  (hew  that  he  was  deferving  of  it. 

Tbi  lifb  ef  Elapbebolion  f .  The  affembly  has 
met ;  but  before  I  proceed  to  the  deliberations^ 
it  will  be  proper  to  ftate  to  you  the  principal  ob« 
jedls  which  were  to  be  difcufled. 

The  poflefiion  of  Amphipolis  is  the  firil  fource 
of  our  differences  with  Philip '.  This  city  apper* 
tains  to  us ;  he  has  feized  on  it^  and  we  demand 
that  it  (hall  be  reftored. 

He  has  declared  war  againft  fome  of  our  allies : 
it  would  be  both  (hameful  and  dahgerous  for  us  to 
abandon  them.  Of  this  number  are  the  cities  of 
the  Thracian  Cherfonefus,  and  thofe  of  Phocis* 

*  The  15th  of  March  of  the  year  346  before  Chrift. 

^  JEfchixude  Falf.  l.eg.  p»403  et  412,    Demolth,  de  Conm« 

P-  477-     .     . 

p  J&fchin.  vti  Ctefiph.  p.  440. 

t  The  18th  of  March. 

%  JETchin.  de  Falf.  JLeg.  p.  406. 
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King  Cotys  had  uken  from  us  the  former  ^ 
His  fon  Cerfobleptes  reftored  them  to  us  after 
having  held  them  a  few  months* ;  but  we  have 
not  yet  taken  pofleffion.  It  it  to  our  intereft  tx> 
preferve  them,  becaufe  they  will  give  fecurity  to 
our  navigation  in  the  Hellefpontand  our  commerce 
in  the.  Euxine  Tea.  Neither  ought  we  to  refulc 
our  protedion  to  the  hitter^  becaufe  they  defend 
the  pafs  of  Thermopylae^  and  are  die  bulwark  of 
Attica  by  land,  as  thofe  of  Thrace  are  on  the  fide 
of  the  fea  K 

When  our  deputies  took  leave  of  the  king»  he 
proceeded  toward  Thrace ;  but  he  promifed  them 
not  to  attack  Cerfobleptes  during  the  negotiationa 
for  peace  \  We  are  not  equally  at  our  eafe  with 
refpeft  to  the  Phocians.  The  ambafladors  of 
Philip  have  declared  that  he  refufes  to  comprehend 
them  in  the  treaty ;  but  his  partifans  aflure  us  that, 
if  he  has  not  yet  openly  made  l(nown  his  inten* 
tions  in  their  favour,  it  is  only  that  he  may  not  too 
precipiutely  give  offence  to  the  Thehans  and 
Theflklians,  their  enemies  *• 

He  has  figntfied,  alfo,  that  it  is  his  intention  to 
exclude  from  the  treaty  the  inhabitants  of  Halus 

'  Demofth,  adv.  Ariftocr.  p,  742,  746,  &c.    Biod*  Sic 
}ih.  16,  p.  434. 

*  Demofth.  de  Falf,  Leg.  p.  305*    Id*  adv.  Ariftocr*  p.  741. 
^fchtn.  de  Falf.  L«R«  P-  406. 

*  Demofifa.  de  Fall.  Leg.  p.  321. 

*  j£ichio»  ibid.p*  408. 

«  PpQofthf  de  Falf,  Leg.  p.  344* 
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ia  Tlaefialf^  wbo  are  in  alliance  wkh  us,  and 
whom  he  now  faefieges,  in  revenge  for  their  incur- 
iiom  on  «he  people  of  Phariklos>  who  arc  under  bis 
pflpt^di^o  f. 
I  paft  over  other  arucles  cf  Icfs  importwce* 
Tlve  proceedings  of  che  aiembiy  <rf  this  day  be- 
gM  by  reading  the  decree  which  the  agents  of  our 
^es  had  taken  the  precautson  co  procure*.  It 
contained  in  fubftonce,  '^  that  the  people  of  Atheos 
deliberating  on  a  peace  with  Philip,  the  alli^ 
have  refolved  that,  after  the  ambaffadors  fent  bf 
the  Athenians  to  the  different  ftates  of  Greece  (hall 
hare' returned,  and  made  their  report  in  preicncq 
of  the  At:hGnians  z^nd  the  ait}es,  die  Pjrytanes  ihaU 
convoke  two  aflemblieis  to  conlider  on  die  peace  t 
and  the  allies  previouily  engage  tb  mtify  wbatevef 
may  be  dei?ermined  ^on  in  ichoie  aflbmfadies ;  and 
that  thcee  mondis  (hall  be  granted  to  Jxny  other  of 
the  Goreciati  ilates  i;vho  (ball  be  willing  to  accede 
to  the  treaty.'* 

*  After  this  refokition  had  been  retd,  Phiiocrates 
propofed  a  decree,  one  of  the  articles  oTwhich  for- 
mally -excltided  from  the  treaty  the  inhabitants  of 
Halu6  and  the  Phbcians.  The  people  bluflied  M.^ 
the  propofal  %^afid  the  minds  of  thcaffcmbly  be- 
came heated  and  agitated.     Some  of  our  orator* 


7  Demofth.  de  FalH  Leg.  p.  399.     Ulpian.^ibid.  p»  $5^* 

*  iEfchin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  404.     Id.  in  Ctcfiph*  p*4SS* 

*  Demoilh.  ibid.  p.  296  ist  3 174 
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rejedled  all  modes  of  accommodation^  and  exhort* 
cd  us  to  caft  our  eyes  on'  the  monuments  of  ouu 
victories  and  the  tombs  of  our  fore- fathers.  "  Let 
us  emulate  the  courage  of  our  anceftors,"  replied 
^fchines,  **  ^hcn  they  defended  their  country 
againff  the  innumerable  hods  of  the  Perfians ;  but 
let  us  not  imitate  their  conduft  when  they  impru« 
dently  fent  forces  into  Sicily  to  the  fuccour  of  the 
Leontines  their  allies  ^/^  He  concluded  for  peace  : 
the  orators  who  followed  him  did  the  fam^^  and 
the  decree  pafled. 

While  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  were  in  dif- 
cuffion,  letters .  were  brought  from  our  general 
Proxenus,  whom  we  bad  commiffioned  to  take 
poiFeflion  of  fome  (trong  places  at  the  entrance  of 
the  pafs  of  Thennopyl^.  Thefe  places  had  been 
offered  to  us  by  the  Phtocians ;  but,  in  the  mean 
time,  fome  diflenfions  taking  place  among  them, 
the  predominating  party  had  refufed  to  give  them 
up  to  Proscenus*  Such  was  the  fubftance  of  thefe 
letters «. 

We  have  lamented  the  blind  obftinacy  of  the 
Phocians,  but  we  have  not  abandoned  them.  The 
article  in  the  decree  of  Phiiocrates,  by  which  they 
were  excluded  from  the  treaty,  has  been  erafedi 
and  in  its  (lead  it  has  been  inferted,  that  Athens 


*»  Demofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  296  ct  342.     iBlfchin.  dc  Falf. 
Leg.  p,  406. 


*^  JEfchin.  ibid,  p.  416. 
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ftjpulates  in  her  own  name^  and  in  the  name  of  all 
her  allies  ^. 

When  the  aiTembly  rofe,  every  one  faid  that  a 
peace  indeed  (hould  be  concluded  with  Philip;  but 
it  did  not  feem  proper  that  we  (hould  contrad  ah 
alliance  with  him,  till  the  deputies  which  had  been 
fent  to  the  different  dates  of  Greece  (hould  be  re- 
turned *. 

The  igtb  of  Elapbebolion  *.  Demofthenes,  hav- 
ing fecured  the  roftrum,  declared^  that  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  day  before  muft  be  utterly  ineffec- 
tual,  unlefs  the  Macedonian  ambafladors  could  be 
perfuaded  to  concur ;  that  we  ought  not  to  rend 
the  alliance  from  the  peace  (for  that  was  the  ex* 
prcffion  he  employed),  nor  to  wait  the  dilatory 
proceedings  of  the  other  ftates  of  Greece,  which 
(hould  determine  each  for  itfelf  for  peace  or  war. 
The  ambafladors  from  Macedon  were  prefent*, 
Antipater  anfwered  according  as  had  been  con- 
certed between  him  and  Demoflhenes,  who  now 
addreffed  his  difcourfe  to  him  ^  The  matter  has 
not  been  profoundly  invefligated.  It  had  been 
enaded,  by  a  previous  decree,  that,  in  the  firft 
aifembly,  every  citizen  might  give  his  opinion  oh 
the  fubjefts  propofed  for  deliberation ;  but  that 
on  the  next  day  the  prelidents  (hould  take  the 

*  Dembfth,  dc  Falf.  Leg.  p.  J 17. 

*  ^fchin.  in  Ctefiph.  p.  439. 

*  The  19th  of  March  of  the  year  346  be£>ve  Chrlfi* 
'  jEfchin.  ibid. 
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fuffrages  in  order:  they  have  accordingly  taken 
them,  and  we  have  at  once  made  a  treaty  of  peace 
and  a  treaty  of  alliance  *• 

The  principal  articles  of  this  treaty  are  as  jEbl« 
low.  We  cede  toFhilip  our  claims  to  Amphipolis  ^  1 
but  we  are  given  to  ezped  in  return  dther  the 
ifland  of  Eubcsa,  of  which  he  may  in  Tome  nunner 
difpofe,  or  the  city  of  Oropus,  which  the  Thebana 
have  taken  from  us  '•  We  flatter  ourfelves,  like* 
wife,  that  he  will  leave  us  in  the  pofleflion  of  the 
Thracian  Cherfonefus  \  We  have  comprehended 
all  our  allies  in  the  treaty,  and  thus  proted  the 
king  of  Thrace,  the  people  of  Halus,  and  the 
Phocians.  We  guarantee  to  Philip  all  that  he  at 
prefent  poflefles,  and  we  engage  to  confider  as 
enemies  all  who  (hall  make  attempts  to  deprive 
him  of  them  ^ 

Objcfts  fo  important  ought  to  have  baen.  dif* 
cuffed  and  fettled  in  a  general  aflembly  of  thft 
Grecian  dates  "'•  It  was  the  wiOi  of  our  allies  that 
fuch  an  aflembly  (hould  be  convened,  and  we  had 
determined  to  convoke  it**;  but  the  afiSur  fud- 
denly  took  a  rapid  turn,  and  every  thing  was  con* 


t  iEfchtn.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p*  40c* 

^  DcmofUu  de  Ftoe,  p.  63.    Lit.  Phil.  ap.  Demoftb.  p.  1 17. 

&  Dempfth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  197  et  ^26.    Id.  de  Pace,  p.  $s« 

k  Id.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p*  305* 

1  Id.  ibid.  p.  31$. 

■  iEfchin.  in  C^^ph.  p.  437. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  439* 
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eluded  with  precipitation.  Philip  had  written  to 
us,  that,  if  we  would  enter  into  an  alliance  with  faimy 
he  would  explain  himfelf  more  clearly  with  TcCpcSt 
to  the  ceffions  he  could  make  to  us  ^  This  rague 
proQiife  has  dazzled  the  people,  and  the  defire  of 
pleafing  the  king  of  Macedon  feduced  our  orators* 
Though  his  ambafiadors  have  eotered'  into  no 
engagements  *,  we  have  haftened  to  take  the  00th 
to  them,  and  to  name  deputies,  who  are  to  depart 
for  Maeedon  to  receive  that  of  the  king^» 

Thefe  are  in  number  ten,  without  enumerating 
the  deputy  of  our  allies  ^  Some  of  them  went  on 
the  former  embafiy;  among  whom  are  DenK)r'- 
thenes  and  ^Efcbines.  Their  inftruftionscontain^ 
among  otiier  things,  that  the  treaty  ihall  extend 
to  the  allies  of  Athens  and  thofe  of  Philip ;  that 
the  deputies  (hall  repair  to  that  prince  to  receive 
the  ratiBeation  of  i^';  that  they  (hall  avoid  all  par- 
ticular conference  with  him;  tliacchey(hall  demand 
th<  Athenians  whom  be  holds  in  chains  to  be  fee 
nx  liberty  j  that  in  each  of  the  cities  which  are  in 
alliance  with  him,  tlwy  (hall  receive  the  oath  of 
thofe  who  are  at  the  head  of  the  goveri>n>eAt ;  and 
that  thc)^.ikUlL£L.£m|20wered  to  aft  according  to 
circumftances,  and  as  il>ey  (haAl  judge  moft  cchi-* 


^  Dcmollh.  dc  Falf.  Leg,  p.  30O. 

P  Id.  Ibid.  p.  3C4. 

^  Id.  dc  Coron.  p.  477, 

'  ^fchin.  de  Fair.  Leg.  p.  4.io» 
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ducive  to  the  interefts  of  the  republic ».  The  fc*' 
nate  is  dircAcd  to  haften  their  departure  ^ 

^c  2$tb  of  Ekpb'ebvlion  *.  The  agents  or  re- 
prefentatives  of  fome  of  our  allies  have  this  day 
taken  the  oath  in  prefenoe  of  the  ambafladors  of 
Philip'. 

The  ^d  of  Mmytlnon  -f*.  It  is  the  intereft  of 
Philip  to  defer  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and 
ours  to  haften  it ;  for  we  have  fufpended  all  our 
preparationsj  and  he  has  never  been  fo  adive» 
He  prefumes  with  reafon  that  we  (hall  not  difpuce 
with  him  the  pofleffion  of  thofe  places  which  he 
may  conquer  in  the  interim.  Dembfthenes  how«* 
ever  has  penetrated  his  defigns^  and  has  prevailed 
on  the  fenate,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  to  pafs  a 
decree  that  our  ambafiadors  (hall  fee  out  for  Mace^ 
don  as  foon  as  poffible  *.  They  will  depart  with* 
out  delay. 

The  i^tb  of  XbargelionX.  Philip  has  not  yet 
^gned  the  treaty :  our  ambafiadors  have  made  no 
extraordinary  hafte  to  come  up  with' him;  they 
are  in  Macedon,  and  he  is  in  Thrace*  Notwith* 
fianding  he  had  given  his  word  not  to  enter  the 


*  Demofth.  de  Falil  Leg.  p.  337.     .£fchin.  in  Ctefiph. 
•  411.  '  * 

'  Demofth.  ibid,  p*  3 1 7« 

*  The  25th  of  March  of  the  year  ^46  before  Chrlft. 

«  ^fchin^  de  Falf.  l^tg*  p.  488.     Id.  in  Ctefiph.  p.  439* 
f  The  ift  of  April  of  the  fame  year. 

*  Demofth.  ibid*  p.  316  et  317. 

X  The  1 3th  of  May  of  the  fame  year. 

Vol.  V.  N 
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territories  of  king  CerTobleptes^  he  has  feized  tM 
one  pare  of  them,  and  is  making  preparations  to 
poflefs  himfelf  of  the  other ;  by  which  acquifinon 
he  will  confiderably  increale  his  power  and  reve« 
Hues :  for,  befides  that  the  country  is  rery  rich 
and  populous^  the  duties  that  the  king  of  Thrace 
coUeds  in  his  ports  ^  amount  annually  to  two 
hundred  talents  *.  It  would  have  been  eafy  for 
tis  to  have  prevented  this  conqueft.  Our  amt^af* 
fadors  might  have  reached  the  Heliefpont  in  le(s 
than  ten  days,  or,  perhaps^  in  lefs  than  three  or 
four  * :  they  would  have  found  Philip  in  theneigh* 
bourhood,  and  might  have  offered  him  the  alter^i 
luuive  of  accepting  or  refufing  the  conditions  of 
peace.  In  the  former  cafe  he  mud  have  engaged 
not  to  invade  the  territories  of  our  allies,  among 
whom  the  king  of  Thrace  would  have  been  m« 
eluded ;  and  in  the  latter^  our  army,  in  conjunct 
tion  with  that  of  the  Phocians,  would  have  (lopped 
his  progrefs  at  Thermopylae*;  our  fleets,  mafters 
of  the  feas,  would  have  prevented  his  from  making 
a  ddcent  on  Attica;  we  (hould  have  (hut  againft 
bitxi  our  ports,  and  rather  than  have  fuffered  the 
trade  of  his  fubjeds  to  be  ruined,  he  would  have 
{xud  a  proper  refped  to  our  claims  and  our  rights^ 
Such  was  the  plan  of  Demofthenes,  who  recom- 

y  Demofth*  in  Ariftocr.  p.  743^ 
*  i»o8o>oooKTres  (459000U) 
>  Demoftk.  de  Coi^m.  p.  4.77. 
»  Id.  dc  FdL  Leg.  p.  31^ 
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molded  that  the  ambafladors  Ihould  go  by  fea ; 
but  JBTchineSy  Fhilocrates,  and  the  greater  part 
of  them  preferred  going  by  land,  and  journeying 
by  (hort  ftages>  fo  that  they  have  been  three  and 
twenty  days  in  going  ifrom  Athens  to  Pella,  the 
capital  of  Macedonia '^^  When  they  had  arrived^ 
they  might  inimediately  have  repaired  to  the 
camp  of  Philip^  or  have  gone  to  the  difierrat  citter 
€0  receive  the  oath  of  the  allies ;  inftead  of  which^ 
they  have  determined  quietly  to  remain  at  Fella 
till  his  expedition  (hall  be  terminated. 

On  his  return,  he  will  include  his  new  acquifi^ 
dons  among  the  pofleffions  which  we  have  guar 
ranteed  to  him ;  and  if  we  (hould  allege  that  hit 
feizure  of  the  territories  of  Cerfobleptes  is  an  in« 
fraftion  of  the  treaty,  he  will  reply,  that  at  the 
time  he  made  this  conqueft  he  had  not  yet  feen 
our  ambafladors,  nor  ratified  the  treaty  which  was 
to  limit  die  progrefs  of  his  arms  ^. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Thebans  having  implored 
his  affiftance  againft  the  Phocians,  not  iatssfied 
with  fending  them  troops  ^,  he  has  feized  this  op«> 
portunity  to  aflemble  in  his  capital  the  deputies  of 
the  principal  cities  of  Greece.  His  pretext  for 
this  convention  is  that  the  war  between  the  The* 
bans  and  the  Phocians  may  be  terminated  $  but 

^  Demofth.  de  Falf.  Le^.  p.  317. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  ^  1 8.    Ulpian.  ibid,  p,  177. 

f  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  i6.  p.  455.    iSfchin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  411, 
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his  real  objedl  to  hold  Greece  inadtivc  till  he  fhaH 
have  executed  the  projcds  he  has  formed. 

The  i^tb  of  Sciropborion*.  Our  amboiTadors 
have  at  length  returned :  they  will  give  an  ac* 
count  of  their  embaffy  to  the  fenate  on  the  day 
after  to-morrow,  and  on  the  ncact  day  to  the  alTem* 
bly  of  the  people  \ 

The  i^th  of  Scirofhorim^.  If  we  believe  De- 
moftheneS)  nothing  can  be  conceived  more  (hame^ 
ful  and  criminal  than  the  conduct  of  our  ambafla** 
dors.  He  accufcs  them  of  having  fold  themfelves 
to  Philip,  and  betrayed  thei  republic  and  her  allies. 
He  earneftlypreffed  them  to  repair  immediately  to 
Philip;  but  they  obftinately  perfifted  in' waiting  for 
hiin  at  Peila  for  ieven  and  twenty  days,  and  did  not 
ied  him  till  fifty  days  after  their  departure  icoxn 
Athens  ^ 

The  king  oi  Macedon  on  his  return  found  the 
deputies  of  the  firft  cities  of  Greece  aflembled  ia 
his  capital,  alarmed  at  his  new  conquefts,  and  Hill 
more  difquieted  at  the  defign  he  manifefted  conti- 
iiually  to  approach  Thermopylae  Jc.  All  were  ig*- 
norant  of^  and  endeavoured  to  difcover,  his  real 
views.  The  courtiers  of  the  king  faid  to  fome  of 
our  ambafladors,  that  the  cities  of  Bocotia  would  be 
reftored  to  their -rights,  and  that  hence  we  might 

*  The  9th  of  June  of  the  year  346  before  Chrift. 
«  Demofth.  de  Falf.  l^tg*  p.  296  eC  302. 
+  The  nth  of  June. 


^  Demofth.  tbid.  p< 

I  wfifchin.  de  Falf. 


Leg.  p.  416. 
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conclude  that  Thebes  was  threatened.  The  am- 
baflkdors  from  Lacedaeraon  credited  this  report, 
and,  joining  with  ours,  preffed  Philip  to  execute 
his  projca.  The  Theffalians,  however,  faid  that 
the  expedition  was  intended  againil  them  alone* 

While  the  deputies  were  alternately  agitated  by. 
their  hopes  and  fears,  Philip  employed  to  gain 
them  over  fometimes  prefents**,  which  feemed  to 
be  only  teftimonies  of  efteem,  and  fometimes  ca» 
reffes,  which  might  be  taken  for  the  overflowings 
of  friendfliip.  ^Efchine^  and  Philocrates  are  fuf- 
peded  not  to  have  been  infeniible  to  thefe  two 
modes  ,of  feduftion . 

On  the  day  of  public  audience,  the  ambaflk- 
dors  were  made  to  wait,  for  the  king  was  notrifen; 
?md  when  they  murmured,  Parmenio  faid  to  them: 
^^  Be  not  furprifed  that  Philip  fleeps  while  you 
wake,  for  he  watched  while  you  flept*/' .  At 
length  he  appeared,  and  each  in  turn  addrefled 
him  on  the  objed  of  their  miffion  *.  iEfchines 
enlarged  on  the  refolution  which  the  king  had 
taken  to  put  an  end  to  the  w^r  of  the  Phocians* 
He  conjured  him  when  he  fliould  be  at  Delphi  to 
reftore  liberty  to  the  cities  of  Bceotia,  and  to  re* 
eftablifii  thofe  which  the  Thebans  had  deilroyed ; 
he  recommended  to  him  not  indifcriminately  to 

h  Demoft.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  31.8. 
*  Plut.  Apophth.  t.  11.  p.  179. 
^  .^fchia.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  412. 
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deliver  up  to  the  latter  people  the  wretched  inha* 
bicants  of  Phocis,  but  to  fubmit  the  fentence  of 
thofe  who  had  profaned  the  temple  and  treafury  of 
Apollo  to  the  determination  of  the  Amphiftyonic 
ftatesi  who  had  always  poflefled  the  right  to  punilh 
fuch  kinds  of  crimes, 

Philip  did  not  explain  himfelf  openly  with  re- 
fpedt  to  thefe  demands.  He  difmilSed  the  other 
dcputies>and  departed  with  ours  for  Thefikly;  and 
it  was  only  in  an  inn  in  the  city  of  Pherse  that  he 
figned  the  treaty  which  he  fwore  to  obferve  *.  He 
refufed  to  include  in  it  the  Phocians,  that  he  might 
not  violate  the  oath  he  had  fwom  to  the  Thefla- 
lians  and  Thebans  ^ :  but  he  gave  promifes  and  a 
letter.  Our  ambafladors  took  their  leave^  and  the 
troops  of  the  king  advanced  toward  Thermopylae. 

The  fenate  met  this  morning,  and  the  hall  wai 
£lled  with  people '^^  Demoilhenes  has  endea- 
voured to  prove  that  his  colleagues  have  a&ed 
contrary  to  their  inftrudions,  that  they  are  fold  to 
Philip,  and  that  our  only  refource  is  to  fly  to  the 
fucCour  of  the  Phocians,  and  to  feize  on  ^e  pafsof 
Thermopylse  **. 

The  letter  of  the  king  was  infufficient  to  calm 
the  minds  of  the  people :  **  I  have  taken  the  oath,*' 
fays  he,  '^  in  the  prefence  of  your  ambaiiadors ; 

>  Demoilh.  de  Falf*  Leg.  p.  317. 

»  Id.  ibid,  p.  500  ct  343,    Ulpian.  p.  357. 

*  Demofth.Mbid.  p.  296. 

•  Id*  Philip,  7,  p,  67. 
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you  will  fee  that  it  contains  the  names  of  fuch  of 
my  allies  as  were  prefent;  and  I  (hall  fend  you  the 
oath  of  the  others  when  it  (hall  have  been  taken  ^/^ 
A  little  lower  he  adds :  ^^  Your  ambafladors  would 
have  gone  to  the  cities  of  our  allies^  to  have 
received  their  oaths;  but  I  have  kept  them- with 
mcj  becaufe  I  had  need  of  them^  to  reconcile  the 
people  of  Halus  with  thofe  of  Pharfalos  *." 

The  letter  does  not  fay  a  word  of  the  Phocians, 
nor  of  the  hopes  which  were  held  out  to  us  when 
we  concluded  the  peace.  He  then  fignified  to  us^ 
that  if  we  would  confent  to  enter  into  an  alliance 
with  hinij  he  would  explain  himfelf  more  clearly 
with  refped;  to  the  fervices  which  it  was  in  his 
power  to  render  us.  But  in  his  laft  letter  he  coldly 
fays  that  he  does  not  know  in  what  he  can  obligt 
us  ^  The  fenace  has  indignantly  pafled  a  decret 
conformable  to  the  advice  of  Demofthenesi  it  has 
not  voted  eulogies  to  the  ambafladors^  nor  invited 
them  to  an  entertainment  in  the  pry  taneum,  a  tacit 
but  fevere  cenfure^  which  none  of  our  deputies  have 
before  received  %  and  which  muft^  no  doubt»  pre* 
jiidice  the  people  againft  ^Sfchines  and  his  ad* 
faerents. 

f  ^fchin.de  FalT*  Leg.  p.  415* 
n  Demoft.  de  FalC  Leg.  p.  399. 
'  Id.ibid«  p»  joow 
r_  f  Id,  ibid.  p.  398. 
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Letter  of  Callimedon, 

I  HE  i6tb  of  Sciropborion  *  *.  I  am  now  at 
the  houfe  of  the  grave  ApoUodorus ;  I  came  to 
viiit  him  while  ne  was  writing  to  you^  and  have 
(hatched  the  pen  from  his  hands  to  continue  bis 
journaU 

I  now  know  my  Demofthenes  by  rote.  Would 
you  know  what  a  vigorous  ^^d  iublime  genius  can 
produce^  make  him  mount  the  roflrum;  but 
would  you  fe^  a  man  completely  aukward,  embar- 
rafled^  and  unpoliflied,  you  have  only  to  convey 
Jiim  to  the  court  of  Maccdon.  When  our  deputies 
appeared  a  fecond  time  before  Philip,  he  was  in 
hafte  to  fpeak  firft,  and  began  with  invedives 
againfthis  colleagues,  which  were  followed  by  a 
long  difplay  of  the  fervices  he  had  rendered  that 
prince,  and  the  tirefome  reading  of  the  decrees  he 
had  caufed  to  b^  paifed  to  accelei^ate  the  p^ace  $  to 
y^hich  fupceeded  a  long  account  of  his  attention  to 
lodger  the  an^bafladors.  from  Macedon  in  his  own 
howfc*  to  procure  them  good  cufliions  at  the  the- 
atre, to  choofe  for  them  three  teams  of  mules 
when  they  left  Athens,  and  to  accompany  them 
bimfelf  on  horfeback ;  and  all  this  openly  in  de« 
fpite  of  the  envious,  with  the  fole  intention  tQ 

*  The  1 2th  of  June  of  the  year  346  before  Chrift, 
f  Pemofth,  de  Falf.  Leg.  |>.  302. 
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pleafc  the  monarch.  His  colleagues  covered  their 
faces  to  hide  their  blulhes  at  fuch  abfiirdity,  while 
he  ftill  continued,  "  I  have  not  fpoken  of  your 
beauty,  it  is  the  merit  of  a  woman ;  nor  of  your 
memory,  it  is  that  of  a  rhetorician  ;  nor  your  ta- 
lent for  drinking,  it  is  that  of  a  fpunge/'  In  a 
word,  he  harangued  in  this  ftrange  mannerfo  long, 
that  at  laft  every  body  burft  into  a  laugh  "• 
.  I  have  another  fcene  to  defcribe  to  you.  I  am 
juft  come  from  the  general  affembly.  It  was  ex- 
peded  that  the  debates  would  be  violent  and  intc- 
refting.  Our  ambafladors  cannot  agree  concern- 
ing the  anfwerof  Philip,  though  this  was  the  grand 
objed  of  their  embaffy.  jEfchines  has  fpoken  of 
the  innumerable  advantages  which  the  king  wilhes 
to  grant  us  * ;  he  has  particularized  fome,  and  ex- 
plained himfelf  concerning  others  in  half-words, 
like  a  profound  politician,  and  a  man  honoured 
with  the -confidence  of  the  king,  and  alone  entruft- 
ed  with  his  fecrets.  After  having  given  us  a  high 
idea  of  his  capacity,  he  gravely  came  down  from 
the  roftrum,  which  Demofthcnes  immediately 
afcended-,  and  abfolutely  denied  all  that  the-other 
had  affirmed.  iEfchines  and  Philocrates  however 
had  placed  themfelves  on  each- fide  of  him,  and 
interrupted  Mm  at  every  fentence  by  exclamations 
or  pleafantries.      The   multitude  did  the  fame, 

«  ^fchin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  412, 
^  Demofth.  ibid.  p.  297t 
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•*  Since  you  arc  afraid,*'  faid  Demofthenes^  *'  that 
I  fliould  deftroy  your  hopes,  I  enter  my  protcft 
agiunft  thefe  fallacious  promifes,  and  retire,'* 
<«  Not  fo  faft,"  replied  JEfchincs ;  "  ftop  one  mo- 
ment, and  at  lead  declare  tbat»  for  the  future,  you 
will  not  attribute  to  yourfelf  the  fuccefs  of  your 
colleagues.'*  «  No,  no,**  replied  Demofthenes^ 
with  a  farcaftic  fmile,  ^^  I  will  never  do  you  that 
injuftice/*  Philocrates  then  faid  :  '^  Athenians^ 
be  not  furprifed  that  Demofthenes  and  I  are  not 
of  the  fame  opinion ;  he  drinks  only  water,  and  I 
only  wine/'  Thefe  words  occafioned  a  roar  of 
laughter  T,  and  Philocrates  remained  mailer  of  the 
field  of  battle. 

ApoUodorus  will  inform  you  of  the  catailropht 
of  this  farce,  for  our  affembly  is  now  merely  a 
comic  fcene,  and  ow  orators  are  only  ftage  players^ 
who  declaim  with  virulence  againft  each  other. 
It  is  faid  that  on  this  occalion  fome  of  them  have 
carried  that  privilege  a  little  too  far.  Of  this  I 
]i:now  nothing;  but  I  clearly  fee  that  Philip  laughs 
at  them,  that  they  dupe  the  people,  and  that  the 
wifeft  part  we  can  take  is  to  laugh  both  at  the 
people  and  at  thofe  who  govern  them. 

^^■i^— — ^"^l        I  '  »  I  ■■■■■■  '     ii-l  ■ ■■     ■■  II  ■— ^W— M^ 

7  DcmoftU  de  FalC  Leg.  p.  500. 
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Letter  or  Apollodorus* 

I  SHALL  now  add  what  I  think  wanting  to 
the  narrative  of  the  mad-brained  Callimedon. 

The  people  were  alarmed  at  the  arrival  of  Philip 
at  Thermopylae  ••  Should  this  prince  join  the 
Thebans  our  enemies^  and  deftroy  the  Phocians 
our  allies,  what  hope  would  remain  to  the  republic? 
^fchines  has  pledged  himfelf  for  the  favourable 
difpofitions  of  the  king,  and  the  fafety  of  Phocis. 
In  two  or  three  days,  he  affirms,  without  leaving 
our  homes,  without  being  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  arms,  we  (hall  learn  that  the  city  of  Thebes  is 
befieged,  that  Boeotia  is  free,  and  that  Platsea  and 
Thefpise,  which  have  been  demolifhed  by  the 
Thebans,  are  rebuilding.  Sentence  will  be  pro* 
nounced  on  the  facrilege  committed  againft  the 
temple  of  Apollo,  by  the  tribunal  'of  the  Amphic- 
tyons;  and  the  crime  of  a  few  individuals  will  no 
longer  be  imputed  to  the  whole  nation  of  the  Pho- 
cians. We  give  up  Amphipolis ;  but  for  this  fa- 
crifice  we  (hall  receive  a  fufficient  indemnification  *. 

After  this  harangue,  the  people,  intoxicated 
with  hope  and  joy,  refufed  to  hear  Demofthenes, 
and  Philocrates  propofcd  a  decree  which  paffed 
without  oppo(ition.      It  contains  eulogiums  on 

»  Dcmofth.  dc  Coron.  p.  478. 

*  Id.  ibid.    Id.  de  Fall.  Leg.  p.  297.    Id.  de  Pace,  p.  6o<b 
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[  Philip,  a  ftridt  alliance  with  his  pofterity,  and  fc- 
veral  other  articles,  of  which  the  following  is  the 
hioft  important:  *'  If  the  Phocians  do  not  give  np 
the  temple  of  Delphi  to  the  Amphiftyons,  the 
Athenians  will  caiife  their  troops  to  march  againft 
them  K" 

This  refolution  taken,  new  deputies  have  been 
chofen,  who  are  to  repair  to  Philip,  and  fuper- 
intend  the  execution  of  his  promifes.  Demof- 
thenes  has  excufed  himfelf;  jEfchines  has  pre- 
tended illnefs,  and  others  have  been  immediately 
appointed  in  dieir  (lead.  Stephanus,  Dercyllus, 
and  the  reft  will  depart  diredly  ^  j  and  in  a  few 
days  we  (hall  know  whether  the  ftorm  has  fallen 
on  our  friends  or  our  enemies,  on  the  Phocians  or 
the  Thebans. 

The  i-jth  of  Sciropborion*.  The  ruin  of  Phocis 
and  its  inhabitants  is  complete.  The.  general  af- 
fembly  was  held  this  day,  at  the  Pirseus,  on  the 
iubjedt  of  our  arfenals^.  Dercyllus,  one  of  our 
deputies,  has  fuddenly  returned.  He  had  learn- 
ed, at  Chalcis  in  Euboea,  that,  a  few  days  before, 
the  Phocians  had  fubmitted  to  Philip,  who  is  pre- 
paring to  deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  the  The- 
bans.    It  is  impoflSble  that  I  fliould  defcribe  the 


*  Demollh.  dc  Falf.  Leg.  p.  jot. 

«  Id.  ibid.  p.  312.     ^fchin.  ibid.  p.  417. 

*  The  2vdi  ot  June  of  the  year  346  before  Chrift. 
4  PtmoiUi*  ibid.  p.  302  €1312. 
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grief,  conftemation,  and  terror,  which  have  feized 
on  all  fliind^. 

Tbe  zitb  of  Stiropbericn^ .  Wc  are  in  an  agita- 
tion, which  the  convidion  of  our  fceblenefe  ren- 
ders infupportablc.  The  generals,  with  the  coa- 
fent  of  the  fenate,  have  convened  an  extraordinary 
aflembly,  which  has  paifed  a  decree  to  remove, 
as  foon  as  poflfible,  from  the  country,  the  wo- 
men, children,  and  all  kinds  of  moveable  cSt&s; 
thofe  which  are  within  one  hundred  and  twenty 
ftadiaf  to  be  conveyed  to  the  city,  and  the  Piraeus; 
and  tbofe  beyond  that  diftance  to  Eleufis,  Phyle, 
Apludna;^  Rhamnus,  and  Sunium.  It  is  likewife 
enadked,  that  the  walls  of  Athens,  and  other  places 
of  ftrength,  (hall  be  repaired,  and  that  facrifices 
(lull  be  offered  to  Hercules,  as  is  our  cuftom  in 
times  of  public  calamity  ^. 

.  Tl^ke  ^Qth  of  Scirofborion  j,  The  following  arp 
the  particulars  of  the  misfortune  of  the  Phocians. 
At  the  very  titiie  when  ^Efchine*  and  Philocrates 
were  making  us  fuch  magnificent  promilcs  on  the 
part  of  Philip,  he  ha^  already  pafTed  the  ftraics 
.of  Thermopylae  ^  The  Pbocians,  unceruin  of rhis 
real  defigns>  and  fludtuating  between  fear  and 
hope,  could  not  refolve  to  feize  that  important  poft, 

*  The  24th  of  June. 

-)*  About  four  leagues  and  a  half. 

•  Demofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  312.     Id.  de  Coron,  p*478* 
.1  The  26th  of  June. 

f  Dcmbllh.  de  Cor.  ibid* 
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They  occupied  the  places  which  ^e  at  the  entrance 
of  the  defile.  The  king  fought  to  treat  with  them : 
they  miftrufted  his  intentions,  and  wilhed  to  know 
curs ;  and  foon  after  receiving  advice  by  deputies, 
Which  we  had  difpatched  to  them^^  of  what  had 
pafled  in  our  aifembly  of  the  1 6th  of  this  month  *, 
they  were  perfuaded  that  Philip,  asking  in  concert 
with  us,  meaned  in  reality  to  attack  theThebans, 
and  no  longer  thought  of  defending  themfelves  ». 
Phalscus,  their  general,  furrendered  to  him  Nicsea, 
and  the  fortreffes  in  the  environs  of  Thermopy- 
Ise,  and  obtained  permiifion  to  retire  into  Phocis, 
with  the  eight  thoufand  men  under  his  command  ^« 
At  this  news  the  Lacedaemonians,  who  were  march* 
ing,  under  the  condud  of  Archidamus,  to  the  af-' 
fiftance  of  the  Phocians,  again  returned  quietly  to- 
wards Peloponnefus  * ;  and  Philip,  without  efTorf, 
without  oppofition,  without  lofing  a  fingle  man, 
may  now  decide  on  the  fate  of  a  people  who  for 
ten  years  have  rcfifted  all  the  attacks  of  the  The- 
bans  and  Theffalians,  obftinately  bent  on  their  de- 
flru6kion.  This  is  now^  no  doubt,  determined: 
Philip  has  promifed,  and  owes  it  to  his  allies :  he 
will  believe  likewife  that  it  is  to  his  intpreft.  He 
will  treat  the  Phocians  as  wretches  guilty  of  facrr* 

^  Demofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  302. 
•  The  lathofjunc. 
r  Demofth.  de  r  alf.  Leg.  p.  30;. 

^  JEichin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  417.    Diod.  lib.  1 5,  p.  455* 
^    ^  DcmoiUi.  ibid*  p.  301  ct  305* 
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]egt ;  and  if  he  fliould  czercire  cruelty  towards 
tfaeniy  he  will  be  condeained  indeed  by  a  fmail 
number  of  (aff%,  but  every  where  adored  by  the 
multitude. 

How  complete^  has  he  deceived  us !  or  rather 
how  obfUnately  have  we  perfifted  in  the  ref(rfutioa 
to  be  deceived  i  When  he  made  our  ambafla* 
dors  wait  fo  long  at  Pella^  was  it  not  manifeft  that 
he  wi(hed  to  finilh  his  expedition  in  Thrace  with* 
out  interruption  ?  When  he  kept  them  with  him 
after  having  difmifled  the  others,  was  it  not  clear 
that.his  intention  was  to  complete  his  preparations^ 
and  prevent  us  from  continuing  ours  ?  When  he 
fent  them  back  wkh  words, which  promifed  every 
thing,  and  a  letter  that  promifed  nothing,  was  it 
not  demonftrated  that  he  had  entered  into  no  en* 
gagement  with  us  r 

I  had  forgotten  to  tell  you,  that  in  this  letter  he 
propofed  to  us  to  caufe  our  troops  to  advance,  and, 
in  concert  with  him,  terminate  the  war  of  the 
Pbocians^  :  but  he  knew  well  that  this  letter  would 
Dot^be  delivered  to  us  till  after  he  (hould  be 
mafter  of  Phocis. 

We  have  at  prefent  no  other  refource  than  the 
Indulgence  or  pity  of  this  prince.  The  pity  !— — 
Ye  manes  of  Themiflocles  and  Ariflides !  By  en« 
tering  into  an.  alliance  with  him,  and  haftily  con* 
eluding  a  peace,  at  a  time  when  we  invited  the 

^  Demofth.  4^  YJf^  Leg.  p^  301.    JBSclbifi.  de  Falf.  Leg. 
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other  ftates  of  Greece  to  take  arms,  we  have  loft' 
our  pofieifions  and  our  allies  ^  To  whom  can  we. 
now  addrefsourfelves  ?  All  the  north  of  Greece 
is  devoted  to  Philip.  In  Peloponncfus,  Elis,  Ar- 
cadia, and  Argolis,  filled  with  his  partifans  "*,  will 
not^  any  more  than  the  other  ilates  of  that  country^ 
pardon  our  alliance  with  the  Lacedaemonians''; 
and  the  latter  people,  notwithftanding  the  reftlefs 
ardour  of  Archidamus  their  king,  prefer  peace  to 
war.  On  our  fide,  when  I  view  the  ftate  of  our 
navy,  our  army,  and  finances,  I  only  behold  the 
(battered  remains  of  a  once  formidable  power. 

A  general  outcry  has  been  raifed  againfl  our  de- 
puties.  They  are  very  culpable  if  they  have  be- 
trayed us,  and  very  unfortunate  if  they  are  inno- 
cent.  ^  I  afked  J£fchines  why  they  fbyed  in  Mace- 
don.  He  anfwered:  Becaufe  we  had  no  orders 
to  go  farther  ^  I  likewife  alked  him  why  he  had 
flattered  us  with  fuch  fpecious  but  falfe  hopes; 
He  replied :  I  have  related  what  I  was  told,  and 
what  I  faw,  as  I  was  told  it  and  as  I  faw  it  ^. 
This  orator,  when  he  heard  of  the  progreft  of 
Philip,  immediately  fet  out  to  join  the  third  de- 
putation  which  we  have  fent  to  that  prince,  though 
a  few. days  before  he  had  declined  being  one  of 
the  deputies  \ 

1  Demofth.  de  Falf.  Lcg.p,  315. 

»  Id,  ibid.  p.  334. 

n  Id.  de  Pace,  p.  62. 

®  -^fchin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  410. 

?  Id.  ibid.  p.  407.  "    * 

«  DemoiUi.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p*  312. 

In 
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In  the  Archonship  of  Archias, 

The  3d  year  of  the  io8th  Olympiad, 

(From  the  z'jth  of  June  of  thi  year  346,  to  the  l^tb  of  July  of 
the  year  34J,  before  Chriji,) 

Letter  of  Apollodorus* 

The  "jtb  of  Metagitnion*.  It  is  yet  per- 
mitted us  to  be  free,  Philip  will  not  turn  his 
arms  againft  us  :  he  has  hitherto  been  occupied 
by  the  affairs  of  Phocis,  and  other  motives  will 
foon  oblige  him  to  return  to  Macedon. 

As  foon  as  he  arrived  at  Delphi,  \(t  affembled 
the  council  of  the  Amphiftyons,  in  order  to  de- 
cree an  exemplary  punifhment  againft  thofe  who 
had  feized  on  the  temple  and  the  facred  treafure. 
The  form  Vas  legal;  wc  ourfelves  had  indicated 
it  in  our  decree  of  tlie  i6th  of  Scirophorion-f-; 
yet,  as  the  Thehans  and  Theflallans^  by  the  num*- 
ber  of  their  fuffrages,  difpofe  at  plcafure  of  the 
decifions  of  that  tribunal,  the  judgment  pronounced 
muft  neceffarily  be  influenced  by  hatred  and  cruel- 
ty ^  The  principal  authors  of  the  facrilege  are 
devoted  to  public  execration;  they  may  be  pur- 
fued  wherever  they  fly  *.  The  nation,  as  an  ac* 
complice  in  their  crime,  fince  it  took  up  arms  in 

*  The  ill  of  Au^uft  of  the  year  346  before  Chriftk 
t  The  1 2th  of  J«ne  of  the  fame  year.  '      - , 

*  Demoilh.  de  Fair.I-.eg.  p.  301. 
"  Diod.  Sk',  lib.  16,  p^  455 fc 

Vol.  v.  O 
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their  defence,  lofcs  the  double  fuffrage  it  had  in 
the  affembly  of  the  Amphiftyons,  and  this  privilege 
is  for  ever  transferred  to  the  kings  of  Macedon. 
All  the  cities  of  Pliocis,  excepting  three,  of  which 
it  is  thought  fufficicnt  to  deftroy  the  fortifications, 
are  to  be  demolifhed,  and  reduced  to  villages  of 
fifty  fmall  houfcs  placed  at  a  certain  diftance  from 
each  others  The  inhabitants  of  Phocis,  deprived 
of  the  right  of  offering  facrifices,  or  participating 
in  thefacred  ceremonies,  may  cultivate  their  lands, 
but  muft  annually  pay  fixty  talents*  into  the  facred 
treafury,  till  they  fliall  have  rcftored  the  whole 
fum  which  they  have  taken  out  of  it.  They  are  to 
deliver  up  their  arms  and  horfes,  and  are  not  to 
poffefs  others  till  they  have  made  complete  refto- 
ration  to  the  treafury.  Philip,  in  concert  with  the 
Boeotians  and  Theflalians,  is  to  prelide  at  the 
Pythian  games,  inftead  of  the  Corinthians,  who 
are  accufed  of  having  favoured  the  Phocians. 
There  are  alfo  other  articles,  the  objeft  of  which 
is  to  re  eilablifh  union  among  the  dates  of  Greece, 
and  reftore  the  dignity  of  divine  woi*(hip  in  the 
temple  of  Apollo". 

The  propofition  of  the  CEtaeans  of  TheflTaly  was 
cruel,  becaufe  it  was  conformable  to  the  laws 
ena(^ed  againft  facrilege.     They  propofed  to  ex* 


»  Dfod.  Sic.  Hb^  i6»  p.  455^     Paiifan.  lib*  10,  cap.  3,  p*  804* 

*  324,000 livrcs  (i;^,5coI.) 

*>  Died.  Sic.  ibid#     Puulan.  ibid. 
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refminatc  the  impious  race  of  die  Phocians,  by 
carting  their  infants  from  the  top  of  a  rock.  But 
jEfchines  warmly  oppofed  this  motion,  and  favcd 
the  hope  of  a  multitude  of  wretched  families*. 

Philip  has  caufed  the  decree  to  be  executed,  ac-^ 
cording  to  fome  with  rigorous  barbarity  y,  but  ac- 
cording to  others  with  more  moderation  than  the 
Thcbans  and  Theflfalians  would  have  (hewed  •. 

Twenty  walled  towns  conftitutcd  the  ornament 
of  Phocis  *.  The  greater  part  of  thefe  are  now 
only  heaps  of  aflies  and  ruins  ^.  In  the  fields,  we 
only  behold  aged  men,  women,  children,  and  in- 
firm perfons,  whofe  feeble  and  trembling  hands 
with  difficulty  gather  from  the  earth  fome  grofs 
fuftenance.  Their  fons,  their  huflbands,  their  fa* 
thers,  have  been  forced  to  abandon  them :  fome, 
fold  for  flaves,  groan  in  chains  * ;  and  others,  pro- 
fcribed  and  fugitive,  find  no  afylum  throughout 
Greece.  We  have  received  fome  of  them,  and 
the  Theffalians  already,  charge  us  with  it  as  a 
crime  ^,  Even  (hould  more  fortunate  circum- 
ftances  bring  them  back  to  their  country,  what  a 
time  muft  clapfe  before  they  can  have  rcftored  to 
xChe  temple  of  Delphi  all  the  gold  and  filver  of 

*  ^fchin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  P*  417- 

7  JuiUn.  lib.  Sf  cap.  ^.  Orof.  lib.  39  cap.  12. 

*  ^fchin.  ibid.     Diod.  ibid.  p.  456. 

*  Demoilh*  de  Falf.  Leg.  p*  312. 
^  Id.  ibid.  p.  303  et  344. 

^  Id.  de  Coron.  p.  479,  • 

*  Id.  de  Pace,  p.  62. 
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which  it  has  been  plundered  by  their  generals  dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  the  war,  and  the  value  of  which 
is  faid  to  amount  to  more  than  ten  thoufand 
talents  *  *  ! 

After  the  council  was  ended,  Philip  offered 
facrifices,  as  returning  thanks  to  the  gods;  and 
during  a  fplendid  entertainment,  at  which  were 
prefent  two  hundred  guefts,  including  our  depu^ 
ties  and  thofe  of  the  other  ftates  of  Greecfe,  hymns 
were  fung  in  honour  of  the  gods ;.  and  fongs  of 
viftory  to  celebrate  the  triumph  of  the  monarch  ^ 

The  iji  of  Pyanepfton  ^.  Philip,  before  he  re- 
turned into  his  territories,  has  fulfilled  the  engage- 
ments he  had  contradted  with  the  Thebans  and  the 
Theiralians  •.  He  has  given  to  the  former  Orcho- 
menus,  Coronea,  and  other  cities  in  Boeotia,  whicft 
they  have  difmantled  ^  ;  and  to  the  latter,  Nicxa, 
and  the  places  which  are  at  the  outlet  of  the  pafs 
of  Thermopylae",  and  which  the  Phocians  had 
taken  from  the  Locrians,  Thus  the  Theflalians 
remain  mailers  of  the  ftrait;  but  they  are  fo  eafily 
to  be  deceived  ^^  that  Philip  riiks  nothing  in  con- 
fiding it  to  their  cuftody.     For  his  part,  he  has  de- 

«  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16,  p.  453. 

*  More  than  54,000,000  livres  (2,250,0001.) 

'  Demollh.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  313.     ^.fchin.  ibid.  p.  421. 

t  The  2ad  of  OAober  of  the  year  346  before  Chritt, 

%  Demofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  343. 

^  Id.  de  Pace,  p.  62.     Id.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p*  31  $  et  344* 

>  Id.  Phil.  2,  p.  66.     j£fchin.  in  Ctefiph.  p.  450. 

k  Ulpiaik  in  Olynth.  2,  p.  e8« 
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lived  from  his  expedition  all  the  advantages  he 
cxpeded :  'he  is  at  liberty  to  pafs  Thermopyise 
whenever  he  (hall  judge  proper  ^ :  he  has  obtained, 
the  honour  of  having  terminated  a  religious  war, 
and  has  acquired  the  right  of  prefiding  at  the. 
Pythian  games,  and  the  ftill  more  important  right 
of  a  feat  and  fufirage  in  the  council  of  the  Amphic- 
tyons. 

As  this  latter  privilege  may  give  him  a  very  great 
preponderance  in  the  affairs  of  Greece,  he  is  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  preferve  it.  At  prefent  he  has 
only  received  it  from  the  Thebans  and  the  Theffa-  . 
lians  :  to  render  it  valid  and  legitimate,  the  confent 
of  the  other  dates  which  coQipofe  the  league  is 
neceffary.  His  ambaffadors,  and  thofe  of  the 
Theffalians,  came  not  long  fince  to  folicit  our 
concurrence";  which  they  did  not  obtain**,  though 
Demofthenes  was  of  opinion  their  requeft  fhould  be 
granted.  He  feared  left  a  refuflil  (hould  irritac^ 
the  Amphiftyonic  ftates,  and  render  Attica  a  fe- 
cond  Phocis^ 

We  are  fo  diffatisfied  with  the  late  peace,  that 
we  have  been  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  offer  this  , 
affront  to  Philip,     If  he  is  offended  at  our  refufal, 
we  have  much  more  reafon  to  be  fo  at  his  pro- 


*  Demofth,  de  Pace,  p,  62. 

*  Id.  de  Falf.Leg.  p.  310. 
n  Id.  Phil.  I,  p.  62. 

*  Id.  de  Pace.    Liban.  Argum*  p.  59. 
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ceedings.  In  faft,  we  have  given  up  every  thing 
to  him^  and  he  has  only  rela:^ed  in  the  (ingle  article 
of  the  cities  of  Thrace,  which  appertain  to  us  •• 
Both  fides  will  now  remain  in  a  date  of  mutual 
diftruft ;  the  confequence  of  which  will  be  infrac* 
tions  and  re-accommodations,  which  it  is  but  too 
probable  will  terniinate  in  fome  fatal  caiaftrophe. 

You  are  aftoniflied  at  our  audacity.  The  peo^ 
pie  no  longer  fear  Philip  now  he  is  ^  a  diilance, 
though  we  dre^ed  him  too  much  \vhei>  he  was  near. 
The  manner  in  which  he  has  conducted  and  ter- 
minated the  war  with  the  Phocians,  his  diiinter-* 
cftednefs  in  the  divifion  of  the  fpoils,  and  the  pro- 
found  policy  he  has  difplayed,  may  with  reafon  in- 
fpire  us  with  as  n^uch  fecurity  for  the  prefent,  a$ 
fears  for  a  future  time  which  perhaps  is  not  hx 
diftant.  Other  conquerors  haften  to  poflefs  them* 
felves  of  a  country,  without  beftowing  a  thqughi 
on  thofewho  inhabit  it;  but  Philip  endeavoiurs 
to  -fubdue  the  Greeks  before  he  conquer^  Greece^ 
Hc'wilhes  to  allure  us,  to  gain  our  confidence,  to 
accuftqm  us  to  our  chains,  to  oblige  us  perhaps  to 
requeft  them  from  him,  and  by  flow  and  lenient 
methods  to  become  infenfibly  pur  arbiter,  pur  de-r 
.  fender,  and  our  matter. 

I  (hall  conclude  by  two  anecdotes  wh^h  have 
been  related  to  me  of  him.  While  he  ^yas  at 
Delphi  he  was  informed. that  an  Achsean,  named 

p  Dcmofth.  dc  Falf.  Leg,  p.  305. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE.  199 
Arcadion,  a  man  of  wit  and  prompt  at  repartee^ 
hated  him^  and  afieded  to  Ihun  his  prefence. 
He  one  day  met  this  man  by  accident,  and  faid 
to  him  with  great  mildnefs  :  *<  How  long  will 
you  fly  nje?"  "  Until,"  jeplied  Arcadion,  "  I 
(hall  arriye  at  fon>e  place  where  your  very  name  is 
unknown/'  The  king  only  laughed,  and  engaged 
him  by  kindnefs  and  carefles  to  come  and  fup 
with  him'. 

This  prince  is  fo  great^  that  I  have  long  ex- 
peded  him  to  be  guilty  of  fome  weakncfs;  nor 
have  I  been  deceived.  He  has  juH:  forbidden  the 
i>fe  of  chariots  in  his  dominions  %  becaufe  a' 
foothfayer  has  predided  that  he  (hall  die  by.  a 
phariot  *. 


In  the  Archonship  of  Eubulus, 

The  4th  year  of  the  io8th  Olympiad, 

(Frm  the  l^tb  tf  July  of  the  year^i^^,  to  the  /^b  of  July  •f 
the  year  344,  hef^re  Cbrifi^) 

Letticr  of  Apollodorus. 

1  IMONIDES  of  Leucadia  arrived  here 
a  few  days  fince.    You  were  acquainted  with  him 

4  Th^p«  Dur.  Phil.  ap.  A  then.  hi).  6,  cap.  I3»  p.  249. 

'  Cicer.  de  Fat.  cap,  j,    Val.  Max,  lib.  1,  cap.  8.     Extern. 
No.  9.     £Iian.  Var.  jEIifl.  lib.  ^^  cap.  45. 

*  The  authors  who  relate  this  anecdote  add*  that  a  chario 
'Was  enflpraved  on  the  handle  of  the  poniard  with  which  this  kti^ 
was  -alraffinated. 
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at  the  academy,  and  you  know  that  thirteen  years 
ago  he  accompanied  Dion  into  Sicily,  and  con- 
tinually fought  by  his  fide.  The  hiftory  on  which 
he  is  employed  will  contain  the  particulars  of  that 
celebrated  expedition  *. 

Nothing  can  be  imagined  more  dreadful  than 
the  date  in  which  he  has  left  the  ifland  of  Sicily, 
formerly  fo  fiourifliing.  It  feems  as  if  fortune  had 
chofen  it  for  the  theatre  where  (he  might  exhibit, 
within  a  fmall  number  of  years,  all  the  viciflitudes 
of  which  human  affairs  are  capable. '  She  at  firft 
produced  two  tyrants,  who  oppreffed  the  country 
during  half  a  century.  Againft  the  latter  of  thefc 
princes  (he  raifed  Dion  his  uncle ;  againft  Dion, 
Callippus  his  friend ;  and  againft  that  infamous 
aflaffin,  Hipparinus;  whom  two  years  after  (he  dc- 
ftroyed  by  a  violent  death ',  and  whofe  place  (he 
fuppHed  by  a  rapid  fucceffion  of  defpots,  lefs 
powerful,  but  no  leifs  cruel  than  the  former  '. 

Thefe  different  eruptions  of  tyranny,  preceded, 
accompanied  and  followed  by  terrible  (hocks, 
have  been  all  diftingui(hed,  like  the  explofions 
of  lEtnti,  by  dreadful  traces.  The  fame  fcenes 
are  every  inftant  renewed  in  the  principal  cities 
of  Sicily,  the  greater  part  of  which  have  broken 
the  bonds  that  conftituted  their  ftrength  by  at- 

•  Plut.  in  Dion.  p.  967,  971  ct  972. 

«  Plat.  Ep.  8,  t.  ill.  p.  356.     Polyan.  Strateg.  lib.  5,  cap,  ^ 
Diod.  lib.  16,  p.  436.     Thcop.  ap.  Athcn.  lib.  lOi  p.  436, 
»  Plut.  in  Timol.  t.  i.  p.  236. 
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taching  them  to  the  capital,  and  have  delivered 
themfelvesup  to  leaders  who  hive  enflaved  by  pro- 
mifing  them  liberty.  Hippon  has  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  Meffana,  Mamercus  of  Catana,  Icetas 
of  Lcontini,  Nifaeus  of  Syracufe,  and  Leptines  of 
ApoUonia",  while  other  cities  groan  under  the 
yoke  of  Nicodemus,  ApoUoniades,  &c.  y  Thefc 
revolutions  have  not  been  effeded  without  tor* 
rents  of  blood,  and  giving  birth  to  implacable 
hatreds,  and  the  mod  atrocious  crimes. 

The  Carthaginians,  who  poflefs  many  places  ia 
Sicily,  extend  their  conquefts,  and  daily  make  in* 
curfions  into  the  territories  of  the  Grecian  cities, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  experience,  without  the 
leaft  interruption,  at.  once  the  horrors  of  a  foreign 
and  a  civil  war ;  inceflantly  expofed  to  the  attacks 
of  the  barbarians,  the  cnterprifes  of  the  tyrant  of 
Syracufe,  the  enormities  of  their  particular  tyrants, 
and  to  the  rage  of  parties,  which  has  arifen  to 
fuch  a  height  as  to  arm  even  the  good  and  vir- 
tuous citizens  againft  each  other. 

Such  a  train  of  calamities  have  rendered  Sicily 
only  one  profound  folitude,  one  vaft  tomb.  The 
villages  and  towns  haVe  difappeared  * ;  the  fields 
lie  uncultivated ;  and  the  cities,  half  deftroyed  and 
defert,  feem  transfixed  with  terror  at  the  menacing 


»  Plut.  in  Timol.  t.  i.  p.  236  ct  247. 
7  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16,  p.  472. 
;  Plut.  ibid.    Diod.  ibid.  p.  473. 
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afptA  of  thofe  citadels  %    which  enclofe  within 
their  walls  their  tyrants  furrounded  by  the  mint- 
fters  of  death. 

Yoii  perceive^  Anacharlis,  that  nothing  is  more 
fatal  to  a  nation  deftitute  of  manners  than  to  at* 
tempt  to  break  its  chains.  The  Greeks  of  Sicily 
were  too  corrupted  to  preferve  their  libert)^  and 
too  vain  to  endure  fervitude.  ,Their  diiTenfions 
and  their  wars  have  only  proceeded  from  the 
monftrous  alliance  which  they  wiihed  to  form  be<- 
iween  the  love  of  independence  and  their  excef- 
five  tafte  for  pleafures*  By  their  reftlefs  agitation 
they  are  become  the  mod  unfortunate  of  men^ 
and  the  moft  abjed  of  Aaves. 

Timonides  has  this  moment  left  me :  be  has 
received  letters  from  Syracufe.  Dionyiius  has 
re-aicet>ded  the  (hroqe,  from  which  be  has  driven 
Nir»>s^  the  Ton  of  the  fame  f^ther^  but  by  another 
jnaher  \  Nifaus  had  reigped  fome  year^^i  and 
continued  with  fplendour  the  tyranny  of  his  pre- 
decefibrs.  Betrayed  by  his  partifans^^  thrown 
fnto  a  dungeon>  and  condemned  to  die,  he  has 
pafled  his  laft  days  in  a  date  of  continual  intoxica- 
lion  '•    He  has  died  like  his  brother  Hipparinus, 

<  ■  '    '  *  I  I    »<       IB      II  'III 

*  Nep,  in  Timol,  cap,  3. 

^  Hut.  in  Timol.  p.  136* 

«  Juftin.lib.  2i»  cap.  2. 

^  Theop.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  lo,  p,  435. 
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who  had  reigned  before  him%  after  having  lived 
like  another  of  his  brothers  named  Apollocrates  ^ 

Dionylius  has  a  great  revenge  to  take  on  his 
fubjefts.  They  deprived  him  of  the  fupreme 
power^  and  durii^  feveral  years  he  was  compelled 
to  endure  in  Italy  a  weight  of  ignominy  and 
contempt  c.  They  fear,  with  reafon>  the  impe- 
tuofity  of  his  temper,  and  his  vindidivc  fpirit, 
irritated  by  what  he  has  fufFered.  Thefe  we  may 
well  exped  to  produce  a  new  intrigue  in  thp 
greal  tragedy  which  Fortune  exhibits  in  Sicily. 


•'•^ip 


IhETTER   of    APQLLOPQRVSf 

VV  E  Iwve  juft  received  news  from  Sicily, 
pionyiius  belieyed  himfeif  happy  in  being  agaia 
feared  on  a  throne  fo  often  ftained  by  the  blood  of 
bis  &mily;  but  this  was  the  fatal  moment  in 
which  his  evil  deftiny  awaited  him-  His  wife,  hi3 
daughters,  and  the  yoqngeft  of  his  fqns,  have 
perifhed  together,  by  (he  mod  lingering  and  crue| 
of  deaths.  When  he  departed  from  Italy  for 
Sicily^  he  left  them  in  the  capital  of  the  LocrianSj^ 
who  took  advantage  of  his  abfence  to  befiege 
them  in  the  citsidel;  whi^h  having  ^ken,  they 

c  Theop.  ap,  Athen.  lib.  lOy  p.  436. 
C  MIm.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  3,  cap.  410 
«  Plat.  iEpift.  7,  p.  334. 
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ftripped  them  naked,  and  cxpofed  them  to  thcf 
brutal  defires  of  an  unbridled  populace,  whofe 
fury  was  not  affuagcd  by  this  excefs  of  indignity. 
They  put  them  to  death  by  thrufting  needles 
tinder  their  nails,  broke  their  bones  in  a  mortar, 
and  cut  the  reft  of  their  bodies  into  pieces,  which 
they  threw  into  the  flames  or  the  fea,  after  having 
forced  every  citizen  to  tafte  rf  their  flefh  ^. 

Dionyfius  was  accufed  of  having,  in  concert 
with  the  phyficians,  (hortened  the  life  of  his 
father  *  by  poifon,  and  put  to  death  feveral  of  his 
brothers  and  relations,  whom  he  fufpefted  of  form* 
ing  defigns  againft  his  authority  ^.  He  has  ended 
by  being  the  executioner  of  his  wife  and  children; 
for  when  a  whole  people  is  guilty  of  fuch  ftrangc 
barbarities,  it  becomes  neceffftry  to  examine  the 
aiFair  with  attention,  to  difcover  to  whom  the 
guilt  is  to  be  imputed.^  If  we  confider  t  condudt 
of  the  Locrians,  we  (hall  find  that  they  lived 
peaceably,  under  laws  which  maintained  order 
and  tranquillity  in  their  city  ^  Dionyfius,  driven 
from  Syracufe,  folicited  from  them  an  afylum; 
which  they  granted  the  more  readily,  as  a  treaty 
of  alliance  fubfifted  between  them  and  him,  and 
his  mother  had  been  born  among  them.     Their 

*  Clcarch.  ap.  Athcn.  lib,  1 2,  p.  5  41 .     Plut.  in  Timol.  p.  242. 
Strab.  lib.  6,  p.  260.     iElian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  9,  cap.  8. 

»  Tlut.  in  Dion.  p.  960. 

^  Jirflin.  lib.  2|,  cap.  I.     ^lian.lib.       cap*  12. 

*  Strab.  ibid,  p,  259. 
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fathers,  by  permitting,  contrary  to  the  maxims  o£ 
true  policy  ",  that  a  private  family  Ihould  give  a 
queen  to  Sicily,  had  not  forefeen  that  Sicily  would 
fend  them  a  tyrant  in  return.  Dionyfius,  by  the 
aid  of  his  relations  and  his  troops,  gained  pof- 
fefEon  of  the  citadel;  feized  on  the  property  of 
the  rich  citizens,  who  were  almoft  all  maflacred 
by  his  orders;  cxpofed  their  wives  and  daughters 
to  the  mod  infamous  proftitution;  and  in  a  few 
years 'entirely  deftroyed  the  laws,  manners,  tran* 
quillity  and  happinefs  of  a  nation,  which  fo  many 
injuries  had  rendered  ferocious*. 

The  dreadful  calamity  which  he  has  fufiered 
has  fpread  terror  through  his  whole  kingdom.  It 
cannot  be  doubted  but  Dionyfius  will  refine  even 
on  the  cruelties  of  his  father,  and  verify  a  pre- 
didlion  which  a  Sicilian  related  to  me  not  long 
fince. 

While  the  fubjefts  of  Dionyfius  the  elder  were 
continually  uttering  imprecations  againft  him,  he 
learned  with  furprife  that  a  very  old  woman  in 
Syracufe  every  morning  prayed  to  the  gods  that 
flie  might  not  furvive  her  king;  He  therefore 
caufed  her  to  be  brought  before  him,  and  en- 
quired the  reafon  of  her  tender  affeftion.  "  I 
will  tell  you,"  faid  (he  :  *^  When' I  was  a  child. 


"  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  5,  cap.  7,,t.  11.  p.  396. 
'^  Jiiftin.  lib.  2r,  cap*  2  et  3.     Clearch,  ap.  Athen.  L'b.  ri, 
p.  541.     ^liau.  lib.  9y  cap.  8.     Stmb.  lib.  6,  p.  259. 
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which  is  now  a  long  time  ago,  I  heard  every  one 
making  heavy  complaints  againft  him  who  govern- 
ed us,  and  I  joined  in  wifhing  his  death.  He  was 
murdered;  and  a  fecond  came,  who  having  feized 
on  the  citadel,  caufed  us  to  regret  the  former. 
We  conjured  the  gods  to  deliver  us  from  him, 
and  they  heard  our  prayers.  You  fucceeded  him, 
and  you  have  been  worfe  than  both  the  others ; 
but  as  I  expeft,  frpm  what  we  have  already  expe- 
rienced, that  your  fucceflbr  will  be  guilty  of  ftill 
greater  cruelties  than  you,  I  every  day  addrefs  vows 
to  heaven  for  your  prefervation.*'  Dionyfius, 
ftruck  with  the  franknefs  of  the  woman,  did  not 
put  her  to  death,  but  treated  her  with  kindnefs  ^ 


In  the  Archonship  of  Lyciscus, 

The  ift  year  of  the  109th  Olympiad, 

(Frm  the  4/i  of  July  of  the  year  344,  to  the  z^J  of  July  of  the 
year  343,  before  Chrip.) 

Letter  of  Apollodorus* 

1  HE  kings  of  Macedon  hated  the  lUyrians, 
who  had  often  defeated  them  :  Philip  hates  no  na- 
tion, becaufe  he  fears  none  ^  he  only  aims  to  cn- 
flave  all. 

*  Val.  Max.  lib.  69  cap.  2.    Extern.  No.  1. 
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Follow  in  imagination,  if  you  are  able  to  do  ic^ 
the  rapid  operations  of  his  lail  campaign.  He 
aflembles  a  powerful  army,  falls  on  Illyria,  takes 
feveral  cities,  amafles  immenfe  plunder ;  returns  to 
Macedon,  penetrates  into  Theffaly,  whither  he  is 
invited  by  his  partifans;  delivers  that  country  from 
all  the  petty  tyrants  by  which  it  was  oppreffed ; 
divides  it  into  four  great  diftrids,  at  the  head  of 
which  he  places  the  chiefs  whom  ^he  people  d^iire, 
and  who  are  devoted  to  him  ;  attaches  the  inhabit- 
tants  to  himfelf  by  new  ties,  caufes  the  duties  he 
received  in  their  ports  to  be  confirmed  to  him, 
and  quietly  returns  to  his  dominions  '.  What  is 
tlie  refult  of  this  conduct  >  While  the  barbarians, 
(huddering  with  rage,  are*  compelled  to  bear  the 
chains  he  has  impofed  on  them,  the  blinded  Greeks 
haften  to  oiflrcr  themfelves  to  fervitude.  They 
coniider  him  as  the  enemy  of  tyranny,  as  their 
friend,  their  benefaftor,  and  their  faviour  '.  Some 
intrigue  to  procure  an  alliance  with  him%  and 
others  implore  his  proteAion.  At  this  very  time, 
he  has  openly  undertaken  the  defence  of  the  Mef* 
fenians  and  Argives ;  he  has  furniQied  them  wixh 
men  and  money,  and  (ignified  to  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians tliat,  if  they  (hall  attack  them,  he  will  imme- 


IP  Dcmofth.  VWih  2,  p.  66 ;  Phtl.  3,  p.  89.  Diod.  Sic.  Itb.  16, 
p.  463. 

^  Demoftlu  de  Coron.  p.  479, 
'  Diod.  Sic.  lib*  16)  p.  463. 
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diately   enter  Peloponnefus  ^       Demoftheries''  is 
gone  into  Meffenia  and  Argolis,  and  has  in  vaiit 
endeavoured  to  (hew  thofe  dates  their  true  inte- 
rells.  • .  • ;  • 


From  the  Same. 

Ambassadors  from  Philip  are  arrived. 
He  complains  of  the  calumnies  which  we  circulate 
againft  him,  refpeding  the  late  peace.  He  main- 
tains that  he  never  ejitered  into  any  engagement, 
nor  made  any  promife,  and  defies  us  to  prove  the 
contrary  ^  Our  deputies  then  have  (hamefully 
deceived  us,  and,  as  Demofthenes  has  urged, 
ought  to  be  compelled  either  to  juftify  their  con- 
duft  or  fuffer  the  punifhment  they  merit  *. 

This  they  will  foon  meet.  The  orator  Hyperides 
has  lately  brought  a  public  accufation  againft  Phi- 
locrates,  and  deteAed  his  villany  ^nd  artifice. 
The  indignation  againft  him  was  general,  but  he 
himfelf  appeared  unmoved  ;  he  waited  for  the 
rage  of  the  multitude  to  fubfide.  ^'  Why  do  you 
not  defend  yourfdf  ?"  faid  fome  one  to  him.  "  It 
is  not  time,"  anfwered  he. — ^'  What  then  do  you 
wait  for  ?'*     "  For  the  people  to  condemn  fome 


«  Demoflb.  Phil.  2,  p.  6^. 

*  Liban.  Ar^rum.  in  Phil.  2,  p.  6^. 

«  Demollh.  Phil.  2,  p.  67. 


Other 
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other  orator  *."    At  length^  however^  proof  having 
been  obtained  that  he  had  received  rich  prefents 
from  Philip^,  he  has  fied  to  efcape  thepunifbment 
due  to  his  crime* 


Letter  of  Callimedon, 

Y  OU  have  heard  it  faid  that,  in  the  times 
of  our  fore-fethers,  about  ten  or  twelve  centuries 
pail,  the  gods,  as  a  relaxation  from  the  eternal 
famenefs  of  their  felicity,  fometimes  defcended  to 
the  earth  to  amufe  themfelves  with  the  daughters 
of  mortals.  You  may  perhaps  imagine  that  they 
have  fince  loft  their  relifh  for  this  intercourfe;  but, 
if  you  do,  you  are  miftaken. 

It  is  not  long  fince  I  faw  an  athleta,  named 
Attalus  •,  born  at  Magnefia,  a  city  fituated  on  the 
Meander,  in  Phrygia,  who  came  from  the  Olympic 
games,  in  which  he  had  received  feveral  fevere 
wounds,  but  had  not  been  able  to  gain  the  prize* 
I  expreffed  my  aftonifhment  at  this,  becaufe  he 
appeared  to  me  of  invincible  ftrength.  His  father, 
who  was  with  him,  faid  to  me :  His  def(^at  ought 
only  to  be  attributed  to  his  ingratitude  :  when  ha 
entered  himfelf  as  a  competitor,  he  did  not  declare 

<  Arift.  Rhet.  lib.  2,  cap*  3,  t*  ii.  p.  551ft 
7  Demoflh.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  310  Ct  3 1  x* 
*  £fchln.  EpifL  10,  p.  2ti« 

Vot.  V.  P 
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bis  real  father,  who  has  taken  rengeance  by  de* 
priving  him  of  the  viftory — He  is  not  then  your 
fon  ?— No,  he  owes  his  birth  to  the  Meanden— 
How  !  is  he  the  fon  of  a  river  ? — Beyond  a  doubt; 
my  wife  has  told  me  fo,  and  all  Magnefia  was  a 
witnefs  to  the  faft.  According  to  a  very  ancient 
cuftom,  our  maidens,  before  they  are  married, 
bathe  in  the  waters  of  the  Meander,  and  offer  their 
firft  favours  to  the  god.  He  often  difdains  to  re- 
ceive them ;  but  he  accepted  thofe  of  my  wife. 
We  faw,  at  a  diflance,  that  divinity,  under  the 
figure  of  a  beautiful  young  man,  lead  her  into 
fome  clofe  thickets  with  which  the  banks  are  co- 
vered.— And  how  do  you  know  that  he  was  the 
river  ? — He  muft  have  been ;  his  head  was 
crowned  with  reeds. — 1  fubmitted  to  this  proof  as 
demonflrative. 

I  communicated  this  ftrangc  converfation  to 
feveral  of  my  friends,  who  told  meofamufician 
•of  Epidamnus,  named  Carion,  who  pretends  that 
one  of  his  children  is  the  fon  of  Hercules.  jEf- 
chines  related  to  me  the  following  faft  *.  I  (hall 
give  it  you  in  his  own  words. 

I  was  in  Troas,.with  my  young  friend  Cimon, 
and  ftudied  the  Iliad  in  the  places  which  are  the 
fcene  of  the  poem.     The  ftudies  of  Cimon  were 

*  The  true  date  of  this  tranfaAIon  is  fevcral  years  later  than 
the  times  of  which  I  treat ;  but  as  it  exemph'fics  the  manners  of 
the  age  and  country.  I  have  believed  Ifhould  be  pardoned  the  ana^ 
chronifmy  and  that  it  would  be  fufficient  to  acknowledge  it. 
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of  a  quite  different  nature.  A  number  of  maidens 
were  to  be  married,  and  Callirhoe,  the  faireft 
among  them,  went  to  bathe  in  the  Scamander^ 
while  her  female  attendant  flood  on  the  bank, 
at  a  certain  diftance.  Callirhoe  had  no  fooner 
plunged  into  the  river,  than  (he  fard,  with  a  loud 
voice :  Scamander,  receive  the  homage  which  wc 
owe  unto  thee.  I  receive  it,  replied  a  young  man, 
who  rofe  from  the  midft  of  fome  bufties.  I  was 
with  the  reft  of  the  people  at  fo  great  a  diftance 
that  we  could  not  diftinguiOi  the  features  of  his 
countenance,  but  we  could  perceive  that  his  head 
was  covered  with  reeds.  In  the  evening  I  laughed 
with  Cimon  at  the  fimplicity  of  thefe  people. 

Four  days  after,  the  brides  appeared,  arrayed  in. 
all  their  ornaments,  in  a  proceffion  in  honour  of 
Venus,  As  they  paffed  us,  Callirhoe,  perceiving 
Cimon,  who  ftood  next  to  me,  fuddenly  fell  at  his 
feet,  and  exclaimed  to  her  attendant,  with  a  limple 
and  artlefs  joy  :  O  nurfe,  there  is  the  god  Sea* 
mander,  my  firft  hufband.  Her  attendant  fcreamed 
aloud,  and  the  impofture  was  difcovcred.  Cimon 
immediately  difappeared,  and  I  clofely  followed 
him.  When  we  had  reached  our  houfe,  I  up- 
braided him  with  the  imprudence  and  wickednefs 
of  the  aftion  he  had  committed  ;  but  he  laughed 
in  my  face,  and  defended  himfclf  by  the  example 
of  the  aihleta  Attalus,  and  the  muHcian  Carion. 
After  all,  added  he,  Homer  has  introduced  Sea* 
P  % 
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ixiftnder  in  tragedy^  and  I  was  willing  he  (hould 
figure  in  comedy.  I  will  not  end  here  s  I  will  fa* 
ther  one  child  on  Bacchus,  and  another  on  Apollo* 
It  is  mighty  well,  replied  I ;  but  in  the  mean  time 
we  are  in  fomc  danger  of  being  burnt  a^ivc,  for  I 
fee  the  multitude  approaching  with  flaming  torches. 
In  faft,  we  had  only  time  to  fave  ourfelves  by  a 
back  door,  and  embark  immediately  on  board  a 
vcffel*. 

My  dear  Anacharfis,  when  it  is  faid  that  an  age 
is  enlightened^  no  more  is  meant  than  that  more 
knowledge  is  found  in  certain  cities  than  in  others, 
and  that  in  thefe  cities  the  upper  ranks  of  citizens 
arc  better  informed  than  they  formerly  were.  The 
multitude,  1  do  not  even  except  that  of  Athens, 
adhere  the  more  tenacioufly  to  their  fiiperftitions, 
the  more  efforts  are  made  to  detach  them  from  them. 
During  the  laft  feftivals  <^  Eleufis,  the  young  and 
charming  Phryne,  having  thrown  off  her  garments, 
and  permitted  her  beautiful  hair  to  float  on  her 
ihoulders,  entered  the  fea,  and  fported  a  long  time 
in  the  midfl;  of  the  waves.  An  infinite  number  of 
fpe<^ators  covered  the  flK>re,  and  when  (he  came 
.  out  of  the  water,  they  all  exclaimed  :  It  is  Venus 
rifing  from  the  ocean.  And  the  populace  no  doubt 
would  have  taken  her  for  that  goddefs,  if  Phryne 
had  not  been  fo  well  known,  and  if  fome  perfbns 

— • III    -     -    -nil     -  ■  --      --      —      r-i_..u_i__  jj I       IT 
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of  underftandiag  had  thought  proper  to  favour  the 
deception. 

Doubt  it  not^  men  have  two  favourite  pzERw^ 
vrhich  philofophy  will  never  be  able  to  deftroy^ 
the  love  of  error^  and  the  love  of  flavery.  But  let 
us  leave  philofophy,  and  return  to  Phryne.  The 
(bene  which  (he  exhibited  was  too  much  applauded 
not  to  be  repeated^  and  will,  it  is  probable,  con- 
tribute to  the  improvement  of  the  arts.  The 
^nter  Apelles  and  thefculptor  Praxiteles  were  oil 
the  (hpre,  and  both  have  conceived  the  d.efign  of 
i;eprefenting  Venus  after  the  model  which  they 
had  before  their  eyes  ^. 

At  your  return  you  will  fee  this  celebrated 
j!>eauty,  and  will  no  doubt  acknowledge  that  you 
bAVt  £eeB  none  in  Afia  who  could  boaft  fuch  an 
:aflemblage  of  graces.  Praxiteles  is  desperately 
enamoured  of  her  :  he  is  a  connoifleur  in  beauty^ 
itnd  declares  that  he  never  before  faw  an  example 
of  k  fo  perfeiSt.  She  wiSxed  to  have  tl>e  .fineft 
work  of  that  ardft.  I  will  give  it  you  with  plea- 
fure»  anfwcred  he,  on  condition  that  you  choofe  it 
yotorfet^  But  how  difficult  was  it  to  deiiermiae 
:8midiuch  a  number  of  inimitable  performances ! 
While  (he  hefitated^^  flavc,  whom  flie  had  fccretly 
^ined  over,  came  running  to  tell  his  mafter  that 
Im-work-fliophad  taken  fire,  that  the  greater  part 

^  Atkxulib.  i2>.p«  590. 
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of  his  ftatues  .were  deftroj'cd,  and  the  reft  ia 
the  moft  imminent  danger.  Alas !  exclaimed 
Praxiteles,  I  am  ruined  if  the  Cupid  and  the  Satyr 
arc  not  faved.  Fear  nothing,  cried  Phryne,  fmil- 
ing ;  this  is  merely  a  contrivance  of  mine  to  guide 
me  in  my  choice.  She  then  took  the  ftatue  of 
Cupid,  and  her  defign  is  to  enrich  with  it  ihe  city 
of  Thefpiae,  her  native  place '^.  It  is  likewife  re- 
ported that  that  city  intends  to  confecrate  to  her  a 
ftatue,  in  the  enclofure  of  the  temple  at  Delphi^ 
tmd  place  it  by  the  fide  of  that  of  Philip  '.  It  is 
certainly  proper  that  acourtefan  ftiould  be  placed 
next  to  a  conqueror. 

*  -  I  can  pardon  Phryne  for  ruining  her  lovers,  but 
•I  cannot  forgive  her  for  afterward  difmifling  them*. 
-Our  laws,  more  indulgent,  wink  at  her  frequent 
infidelities,  and  the  licentioufnefs  of  her  manners ; 
•but  (he  was  fufpedted  of  having,  after  the  example 
of  Alcibiades,  profaned  the  myfteries  of  Eleufis, 
-and  cited  to  anfwer  fpr  the.  crime  before  the  tribu- 
nal of  the  HeliaftsB.     She  appeared,  and  as  the 
judges  entered  the  court,  (he  watered  their  hands 
with  her  tears  ^     Euthias,   who  profecuted  her, 
urged  that  fentence  of  death  fhould  be  pronounced 
againft  her.     Hyperides  fpoke  for  her.     That  ce- 
lebrated orator,  who  had  loved  and  ttill  entertained 

■J.  '       ■  ' .  .       '     .  m         .  ■  II 

f  Paufan.  lib.  i,  cap,  20,  p.  46. 

*  Athen.lib.  12,  p.  590. 

•  Timocl.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  13,  cap*  3,  p.  567, 
'  Pofidip.  ibid,  p-  591* 
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a  pai&on  for  her,  perceiving  that' his  eloquence 
made  no  impreflion,  caufed  her  to  approach,  tore 
the  veil  which  covered  her  bbfom,  and  reprefentcd 
in  the  rood  forcible  language  to  her  judges,  that 
they  would  be  gtrilty  of  an  impiety  (hould  they 
condemn  to  death  the  prieftefs  of  Venus.  •  The 
judges,  feized  with  a^  religious  fear,  and  (till  more 
moved  by  the  charms  expofed  to  their  view,  dc- 
-clared  Phryne  innocent  5,      , 

For  fome  time  paft  the  pay  of  our  foreign  troop$ 
has  amounted  to  more  than  a  thotofand  talents^  *• 
We  have  loft  feventy-five  cities  which  were  di> 
pendent  on  us  ^ ;  but  we  have  perhaps  acquired  as 
many  beauties,  each  more  amiable  than  the  other. 
They  no  doubt  increafe  the  plcafurcs  of  fociety, 
but  they  alfo  increafe  its  abfurdities.  Our  orators, 
philofophers,  and  graveft  perfonages  value  them* 
felves  on  their  gallantry  ^  and  our  fine  ladies  leara 
the  mathematics  ^  Gnathsena  does  not  ftand  in 
need  of  this  refource  to  pleafe.  Diphilus,  who  is 
extremely  fond  of  her,  having  brought  out  a  co- 
medy, the  failure  of  which  he  could  not  attribute 
to  cabal,  I  happened  to  be  at  the  houfe  of  his 
miftrefe  when  he  came  in,  immediately  after,  in  no 

s^  Athen.  lib.   1*39  p..  590.     PIuU  in  ^.  Ret.  t.  a.  p.  849. 
QmnfUl.  lib.  a,  cap.  ijy  p«  120. 

*  Ifocr.  Areop.  t.  L  p.  315. 

*  59400,000  livres(225,oooM 
^  JElchin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  406. 
k  Athen.  lib.  15,  p.  588,  &c. 

(  Jd.  ibid.  p.  583* 
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fmall  agitacioDj  and  as  foon  as  he  had  entered  re- 
quefled  that  his  feet  might  be  walhed  ^.  You  have 
iDO  need>  anfwered  (he ;  every  body  has  carried  yoH 
DO  their  fhoulders  »• 

The  fame  t>erfon9  one  day,  dining  with  Gnl* 
tha^na^  aiked  her  by  what  mdms  (he  kept  her  wine 
fo  cool.  I  cool  it^  replied  (he,  ii!l  a  Well  into  which 
1  have  thrown  the  prologues  to  ybur  pieces*. 

Before  I  conclude^  I  muft  mention  to  you  a  fen- 
tcnce  which  Philip  has  lately  pronounced.  Two 
criminals,  equally  guilty,  were  bro\:^ht  before  htm : 
they  both  deferved  death,  but  he  loVes  not  to  (hed 
blood.  He  has  baniflied  one  fitom  his  dominions^ 
and  condemned  the  other  to  fellow  him  till  he 
(ball  retom  to  Macedoh  \ 


Letter  of  Apolloi)6rvs« 

IsOCkATES  has  juft  Ihewn  m^  a  letter 
Wliich  he  has  written  to  Philip  '.  An  did  courtier 
could  not  dHpIay  more  addrefe  in  flatkeriiYg  ^ 
prince.  He  apologizes  for  havif^  iidventnrtd  to 
^ive  him  advice,  but  he  found  himfelf  conftnaitfcd 
to  it :  the  intereft  of  Athens  and  of  all  'Gfctce  "ft- 
quired  it;  the  fubjeft  of  it  being  moft  important, 

-r      '  -  *  •  •         L 

*  Many  Athenians  t^etitwidi  their  ft dtidked* 

■  Athen.  lib.  i3,f*S^3*    ' 

»  Id.  p,  ifio. 

f  Plut.  Apopbtlu  t.  ii.  f .  178. 
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no  left  tiAn  the  care  ^hich  die  king  of  Macedon 
ought  to  take  of  his  Ufe^  Every  one  blames  yoii^ 
ikys  he,  for  throwing  yourfelf  into  the  midft  of 
danger  with  k&  precaiKion  thanacoramon  foldien 
It  is  no  doobt  a  glorious  a&ioa  to  die  for  our 
country,  for  our  children,  for  thofe  to  whom  wc 
owe  our  exiftence ;  but  nothing  can  be  more  re- 
prehenfible  than  to  endanger  a  life  on  which  de* 
pends  the  fate  of  an  empire,  and  to  tarniQi,  by  a 
deftrudive  temerity,  the  glory  of  fo  many  great 
anions.  He  adduces  the  example  of  the  kings 
of  Laced^mon,  who,  in  the  heat  of  battle,  are  fur* 
rounded  by  a  number  of  warriors  to  defend  their 
perfons ;  of  Xerxes  king  of  Perfia,  who,  notwith* 
(landing  his  defeat,  faved  his  kingdom  by  prefcrv- 
ing  himfelf ;  and  of  a  number  of  generals,  who, 
not  being  fufficiently  careful  of  their  own  lives, 
have  occaiioned  the  deftruftion  of  their  armies^. 

He  withes  that  a  (incere  friendfliip  (hould  be 
eftabliflied  between  Philip  and  the  Athenians,  and 
that  they  (hould,  in  concert,  direft  their  power 
againft  the  empire  of  the  Perfians.  He  fpeaks 
honourably  of  the  republic,  though  he  confefles 
that  we  have  our  faults ;  but  the  gods  themfelves 
are  not  wholly  irreproachable  in  our  eyes  ^ 

I  (hall  here  flop;  I  am  not  furprifed  that  a  man 


f  Ifocr,  £p.  2.  ad  PhiL  t«i.  p.  442. 
4  Id.  ibid.  p.  445* 
f  Id.  ibid,  p.  450. 
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above  ninety  years  of  age  ftill  creeps,  after  having 
crept  during  his  whole  life ;  but  what  gives  mc 
mod  ferious  concern  is^  that  many  Athenians  think 
like  him ;  and  you  will  hence  be  led  to  conclude, 
that  fince  your  departure  our  ideas  have  greatly 
changed^ 
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CHAP.        LXU. 

Of  the  Nature  of  Governments  y  according  to  AriJlotU 
and  other  Pbilofopbers. 

W^E  received  the  laft  letters  of  which  I 
have  given  copies^  at  Smyrna^  on  our  return  from 
Pcrfia* ;  in  which  city  we  learned  that  Ariftotl^ 
after  having  pafled  three  years  with  Hermias, 
governor  of  Atarnea,  had  gone  to  refide  at  Myti- 
lene,  the  capital  of  Lefbos  ^ 

We  were  fo  near  to  him^  and  had  been  fo  lopg 
without  having  feen  him>  that  we  refolved  to  fur* 
prife  him  with  a  vifit.  Our  attention  gave  him 
great  pleafure.  He  was  preparing  to  depart  for 
Macedon,  Philip  having  at  length  prevailed  on 
him  to  undertake  the  education  of  his  fon  Alexan- 
der. I  facrifice  my  liberty,  faid  he  to  us,  but  here 
is  my  excufe ;  fhewing  us  at  the  fame  time  a  letter 
.  from  the  king,  conceived  in  the  following  words  * : 
: "  A  fon  is  born  to  me,  and  I  return  thanks  to  the 
gods,  lefs  that  they  have  given  him  to  me,  than 

*  In  the  fpring  of  the  year  343  before  Chrift. 

*  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  5*  ^  3  et  9.    Dtonyd  Halic.  Epift;  ad 
Amm.  cap.  5»  t.  vi.  p.  728. 

*  AuL  Gdl«  lib.  9y  cap.  3* 
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that  he  has  been  born  in  your  time,  ftnce  I  hope 
that  yoOr  care  and  inftruftion  will  render  him  both 
worthy  of  me  and  the  kingdom  to  which  he  is  to 
fuccecd." 

We  pafled  whole  days  with  Ariftotle^  and  ga^e 
him  ah  exaft  account  of  our  tr^vejs.  The  follow- 
ing particulars  appeared  to  engage  liis  attention. 
I  told  him  that,  when  we  were  in  Phoenicia^  we 
were  invited  to  dinner  with  fome  Perfian  noble- 
men, at  the  houfe  of  the  fatmp  of  the  province. 
The  converfation,  «  idlml,  only  turned  on  the 
^eaf  itng.  You  Icnow,  faid  I,  that  Ale  authority 
of  the  Perfian  monarch  is  much  kfs  refpefted  »in 
the  diftant  provinces  than  in  the  capital  xX'&xt  em- 
pire. Many  inftances  were  given  of  his  liaiighti* 
tiefs  and  delpotJfm.  It  muft  be  granted,  faid  the 
fatrap,  that  kings  believe  themfelves  to  be  of  a  to- 
tally diftmdl  fpecies  from  us ''.  "Some  days  after, 
being  m  company  with  feverai  fubaltcrn  officers  df 
the  fame  province,  they  complained  to  tis  of  the 
ill  treiitment  and  injuftice  ^hich  they  had  fufiered 
from  the  fatrap,  ft  appears  manrfeft  w  me,  faid 
one  of  them,  thoit  a  fatrap  thinks  "himfelf  oF  a  quitse 
different  nature  from  his  inferior  dfficers.  I  after- 
wards interrogated  their  flaves.  Who  all  lamented 
tTie  rigour  of  then-  fete,  and  agreed  that  their 


«  Lib.  de  Mund.  i^*  Ariftot.  cap.>6«  t.  i.  p.6ii.    JBliaa. 

Var.  Hifl.  lib*  8,  cap.  15,  lib.  9,  cap.  4U    i^uint.  Cxat.  'lik  Ji 
cap.  8. 
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mafters  muft  certainly  think  themfelves  a  race  of 
mortals  of  a  fuperior  kind  to  them*.  On  our 
fide  we  were  convinced,  with  Plato,  that  the  greater 
part  of  men,  by  turns  Haves  and  tyrants,  exclaim 
againft  injuftice  }efs  from  the  hatred  which  it  merits 
than  from  the  f«ir  which  it  infpiresy. 

While  we  were  at  Sufa,  in  a  converfation  which 
we  had  with  a  Perlian,  we  remarked  to  him,  that 
the  condition  of  defpots  is  moft  wretched,  becaufe 
they  pofiefs  fufEcient  power  to  effeft  the  greateft 
mifchiefs*  We,  in  confequence,  deplored  the 
ilavery  to  which  his  country  was  reduced  *,  and 
contrafted  it  with  the  liberty  enjoyed  in  Greece* 
He  replied,  with  a  fmile :  You  have  pafled  through 
many  of  our  provinces ;  in  what  condition  have 
you  found  them  ?  Extremely  flouriOnng  and  po- 
pulous, anfwered  I;  their  trade  is  cxtenfive,  agri- 
culture is  honoured  .and  nobly  patronifed  by  the 
fovereign*;  ind^ftry  and  a&tvity  are  confpicuous 
in  their  manufadures;  akid  they  are  in  a  ftate  of 
profound  tranquillity,  though  they  are  ezpofed  to 
fome  opprefiions  on  the  part  <^  their  governors. 

No  longer  confide  dien,  replied  he,  in  the  idle 
declamations  of  your  writers.  1  am  acquainted 
with  that  Greece  of  which  you  fpeak :  I  have  pafled 
feveral  years  in  the  country,  ftudied  its  inftitutions, 

*  Pkilcm.  ap.  Stob*  Scrm.  5o^  p,  384. 
f  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  I>  1. 11.  p.  344. 
'  Id.  de  Leg.  lib*  j,  t.  ii.  p.  698. 
^  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  5,  p.  8a8. 
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and  been  witnefs  to  the  diflenfions  to  which  it  is  d 
prey.  Name  to  me^  I  do  not  fay  a  whole  nation^. 
but  a  fingle  city,  which  does  not  every  moment 
experience  the  cruelties  of  defpotifm  or  the  con- 
▼uliions  of  anarchy.  Your  laws  are  excellent,  but 
they  (ire  not  better  obferved  than  ours ;  for  wc 
have  fome  very  wife  ones  which  remain  inefieftual 
becaufe  the  empire  is  too  opulent  and  extenfive* 
When  the  fovercign  refpeds  them>  we  would  not 
change  our  condition  for  yours;  when  he  violates 
them>  the  people  have  at  leaft  the  confolation  of 
hoping  that  the  thunderbolt  will  only  fall  on  the 
principal  citizens,  and  recoil  on  the  hand  that  has 
launched  it.  We  are  fometimes  unhappy  from 
the  abufe  of  power,  but  you  are  almoft  always  fo 
from  the  excefs  of  liberty. 

Thefe  reflexions  infenfibly  induced  Ariftotle  to 
difcourfe  on  the  different  forms  of  governments, 
on  which  fubjeft  he  had  been  employed  fince  our 
departure  from  Greece.  He  had  begun  by  col- 
kfting  the  laws  of  almoft  all  nations,  both  Greek 
and  barbarian  ^,  which  he  fliewed  us,  arranged  in 
order,  and  accompanied  with  remarks,  in  fo  many 
diftindt  treatifes,  to  the  number  of  more  than  a» 
hundred  and  fifty '^*.     He  flattered  himfclf  he- 

^  Ciccr.  dc  Fin.  lib.  5,  cap.  4,  t.  ii.  p.  200. 

«  Diogen.  Laert.  lib.  5,  \  27. 

*  Diogenes  Laertius  fays,  that  the  number  of  thefe  trcatife* 
was  a  hundred  and  fifty-eight.  Ammonius,in  the  Life  of  Ariftotle^ 
increafes  it  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-five. 
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fhould  one  day  be  able  to  complete  his  collediom 
It  contained^  among  others,  the  conftitutions  of 
Athens^  Lacedaemon^  the  Theflalians^  the  Arca- 
dians, Syracufe,  Marfeillesj  and  even  that  of  the 
little  iiland  of  Ithaca'. 

This  prodigious  coUediion  might  alone  have 
infured  the  immortality  of  the  author^  but  he  onl7 
coniidered  it  as  a  fcafibld  by  the  aid  of  which  he 
might  ere6t  a  ftill  more  noble  monument.  He 
had  coUedted  fads  which  prefented  remarkable 
differences  and  contradidions.  To  derive  from 
them  confequences  ufeful  to  the  human  race,  it  was 
neceflary  to  do  what  had  not  hitherto  been  done, 
to  penetrate  to  the  fpirit  of  the  laws,  and  to  follow 
them  in  their  effefts ;  to  examine,  from  the  expe- 
rience of  fucceffive  ages,  the  caufes  which  prefervc 
or  deftroy  ftates ;  to  propofe  remedies  againft  the 
vices  which  are  inherent  in  every  conftitution,  and 
againft  the  principles  of  change  which  are  foreign 
to  it;  to  prepare,  in  a  word,  for  any  new  legiflator, 
a  well  digefted  code  from  which  he  may  feleft  the 
government  bed  adapted  to  the  charafter  of  his 
nation,  according  to  the  circumflances  of  time  and 
place  *^. 

This  great  work  ^  was  nearly  finiftied  when  we 
arrived  at  Mitylene,  and  was  publiflied  fome  years 


^  Fabr.  Bibl.  Gr«c.  t.  li.  p.  197. 
«  Ariflot,  de  Mor.  lib.  1O9 1.  ii.  p.  144* 
'  f  Id.  de  Rep.  lib.  8,  t.  ii.  p.  295. 
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sitert.    Ariftotle  permitted  us  to  read  it,  and 
make  the  eztraA  which  I  here  fubjoin  ^.    I  ihall 
divide  it  into  two  parts. 


First  Part. 
On  the  different  Kinds  of  Government* 

WE  muft  firfl  diftinguifli  two  kinds  of  govern* 
ment ;  thofe  in  which  public  utility  is  the  great 
objed,  and  thofe  in  which  it  is  held  of  no  account^. 
In  the  former  clafs  we  place  the  limited  monarchy^ 
the  ariilocratical  government,  and  the  republic 
properly  fo  called.  Thus  the  conftitution  may 
be  excellent,  whether  the  fupreme  authority  be 
conficl^  to  a  fingle  pcrfon,  be  exercifed  by  many, 
or  refide  folely  in  the  people  *• 

The  fecond  clafs  comprehends  tyranny,  oligar-^ 
chy,  and  democracy,  which  are  only  corruptions 
of  the  three  preceding  forms  of  government ;  for 
limited  monarchy  degenerates  into  defpotifm,  when 
the  fovereign,  referring  every  thing  to  himfelf,  no 
longer  acknowledges  any  bounds  to  his  power  ^  i 
the  ariftocracy  becomes  an  oligarchy,  when  the 
fupreme  power  is  no  longer  pofleffed  by  a  certain 

s  Ariftot.  de  Rep,  lib.  5,  cap*  10,  p.  404* 

*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

^  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  3^  csif.  69 1.  ii.  p.  345. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  7,  p.  346. 

^  Id.  Rhet.  lib.  i,  cap.  8,  p.  53^ 

number 
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number  of  virtuous  perfons,  but  by  a  fmall  num- 
ber of  rulers,  whofe  riches  alone  conftitute  their 
claim  to  authority;  and  the  republican  government 
is  debafed  into  a  democracy  when  the  pooreft  clafs 
of  people  have  too  great  an  influence  in  public 
deliberations  *. 

As  the  word  monarch  equally  fignifies  a  king  or 
a  tyrant^  and  (ince  it  may  happen  that  the  power 
of  the  one  may  be  as  abfolute  as  that  of  the  other, 
we  (hall  diftinguiQi  them  by  two  principal  differ- 
ences *  ;  the  one  derived  from  the  ufe  which  they 
make  of  their  power,  and  the  other  from  the  dif- 
poiitions  which  they  find  in  their  fubjeds.  As  to 
the  former,  we  have  already  faid  that  the  king 
in  every  thing  he  does  afts  for  his  people,  but  the 
tyrant  for  himfelf  alone;  and  as  to  the  latter,^ we 
affirm  that  the  mod:  abfolute  authority  becomes 
lawful  if  the  fubjedls  confent  to  eflablifh  or  fup- 
port  it"». 

Purfuing  thefe  preliminary  ideas,  we  (hall  find 
in  the  hiftory  of  nations  five  kinds  of  kingly  power. 

The  firfl  is  that  which  pnevailed  in  the  heroic 
ages.  The  fovcreign  pofleflqi  the  right  of  com- 
manding the  army  and  infliding  the  fentence  of 
death  while  he  had  the  command  of  it;  he  prefided 
at  the  facrificcs,  determined  the  caufes  of  indivi- 

*  Arlftot,  dc  Rep.  lib.  3,  cap,  7,  p.  346. 

*  Sec  note  at  the  end  of  the  Yolume. 

^  Arifiot.  de  Rep.  lib.  3,  cap.  14,  t.  iu  p.  3^2  lib*  4,  cap.  I0» 
P-  374. 

Vot.  V.  CL 
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duals,  aod  tranfmitted  his  authority  to  his  chii- 
dren«*.     The  fecond  was  eftabliftied  when  ncver- 
ccafing  diflenfions  had  forced  a  city  to  confide  the 
fupreme  authority  to  an  individual^  eidier  during 
his  life,  or  for  a  certain  number  of  years.    The 
third  is  that  ufual  among  the  barbarous  nations  of 
Alia.     The  fovereign  there  enjoys  an  immenfc 
power,  which  he  has  neverthelefs  received  fixjm 
his  father,  and  againft  which  the  people  have  never 
rcmonftrated.     The  fourth  is  that  of  L.aceds&mon» 
which  appears  to  be  the  moft  conformable  to  the 
4aws,  which  have  limited  the  authority  of  the  fove- 
reign to  the  command  of  the  armies,  and  to  func- 
tions relative  to  divme  worihip.     The  fifth,  in  a 
word,  which  I  (hall  call  royalty,  or  limited  monar- 
chy, is  that  in  which  the  fovereign  exercifes  in  his 
ftates  the  fame  authority  as  a  father  in  the  midft 
of  his  family  ^ 

The  laft  is  the  only  kind  of  royal  power  which 
I  (hall  here  confider.  I  (hall  not  fpeak  of  the  firft, 
becaufe  it  has  long  been  almoft  every  where  abo- 
liQied;  nor  of  the  fecond,  becaufe  it  was  merely  a 
temporary  commiffion ;  nor  of  the  third,  becaufe  it 
is  only  found  among  the  Afiatics,  who  are  more 
accuftomed  to  fervitude  than  the  Greeks  and  Eu- 
ropeans ' ;  nor  of  that  of  Lacedaemon,  becaufe,  con- 


»  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  3,  cap.  14,  t.  ii.  p.  356  et  357. 
•  Id.  ibid.  lib.  I,  cap.  12,  p.  310;  lib.  3,  cap.  14,  p.  356, 
P  Id.  ibid.  p.  356. 
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lined  within  narrow  lioiics^  it  only  makes  a  part  of 
the  conftitution»  and  is  not  in  itfelf  a  diftinft  go<- 
vernment. 

The  following  then  is  the  idea  which  we  have 
formed  of  the  true  regal  power.  The  fovercign 
enjoys  the  fupreme  authority  *,  and  extends  his 
care  over  every  part  of  the  adminiftration^  as  well 
as  the  prefervation  of  the  tranquillity  of  the  Hate. 

It  is  his  office  to  caufe  the  laws  to  be  executed } 
>nd  as,  on  the  one  hand,  he  cannot  enforce  them 
ag^mft  thofe  who  violate  them,  if  he  have  not  a 
body  of  troops  at  his  difpofal ;  and  as  on  the  odier 
he  may  abufe  this  truft>  we  (hall  eftablilh  it  as  a 
general  rule  that  he  ought  to  poflefs  the  power 
requifite  to  reftrain  individuals^  but  not  fufficient 
to  opprefs  the  nation '. 

He  may  determine  in  cafes  for  which  the  laws 
have  not  provided*.  The  care  of  adminiflering 
juftice  and  punifhing  the  guilty  (hill  be  con6ded 
to  magiftrates  ^  As  it  is  impoffible  that  he  (hould 
bimfelf  fee  and  regulate  all  things,  he  (ball  have 
a  council,  the  members  of  which  may  advife  and 
inftruA  him  by  their  knowledge  and  experience, 
and  al&fl  him  in  the  adminidration  of  the  various 
and  minute  affairs  of  the  kingdom  *. 

■       ■  '     '  III         ^— ^M— ^—  t  nil  I  ■      I     I    I      .■     ■■  II      .  I       ^^^^m^^rmm^^m^mi^m 

«  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  39  cap.  14,  p.  357  ;  <cap«  15,  p.  359,  C« 
«ap.  16  et  17. 

r  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  3,  cap.  15,  ^.  359*    C« 

•  Id.  ibid.  cap.  11,  351.     £• 

t  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5,  cap.  1 1 ,  p.  4io.-    A. 

*  Id«  ibid.  lib.  39  cap.  169  p.  36 x« 
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Taxes  (hall  not  be  impofed  except  on  occafion 
of  a  war,  or  fome  other  neceflity  of  the  ftate ;  nor 
(hall  the  fovereign  infult  the  poverty  of  the  people 
by  lavi(hing  their  property  on  foreigners,  (lage- 
players,  or  courtezans*.     It  is  befides  his  duty, 
by  meditating  on  the  nature  of  the  power  with 
which  he  is  invefted,  to  render  himfelf  acceffible 
to  his  fubje6ts3^,  and  live  in  the  midfl:  of  them  as 
a  father  in  the  midfi  of  his  children*.    He  (hould 
be  more  occupied  by  their  interefts  than  his  own* ; 
and  the  fplendour  which  furrounds  him  (hould  in^^ 
fpire  refpeft  and  not  terror  ^.     Honour  (hould  be 
the  motive  of  all  his  enterprifes  *,  and  the  love  of 
his  people  their  reward  **.    He  (hould  difcern  and 
recompenfe  merit  ^;  and,  under  his  governtfient^ 
the  rich,  fecured  in  the  poflTefEon  of  their  property, 
and  the  poor,  proteded  againft  the  power  of  the 
rich,  (hould  learn  to  entertain  a  juft  efteem  of 
themfelves,  and  to  love  and  defend  one  of  the 
nobleft  conftttutions  cftabli(hed  among  men  ^ 

Yet,  as  the  excellence  of  fuch  a  form  of  go- 


'  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib*  5,  cap.  1 1,  p«  409. 

T  Id.  ibid.  p«4IOb 

^  Id.  ibid,  lib.  i,  cap.  12,  p.  310* 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5,  cap.  1 1,  p.  410* 
^  -Id.  ibid.  lib.  5,  cap.  1 1,  p.  409. 

'   c  Id.  ibidi  cap.  109  p.  403. 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  1,  cap.  12,  p.  310. 

*  Id.  ibid«lib.  5,  cap.  1 1,  p.  409. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  10,  p.  403;  cap.  ir,  p.  410$  lib.  3i  cap.  14, 
p.3t6. 
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vernment  depends  folely  on  the  moderation  of  the 
prince,  it  is  manifeft  that  the  fccurity  and  liberty 
of  the  fubjeft  muft  depend  on  itlikewife;  and 
hence  it  is  that,  in  the  cities  of  Greece,  the  citi- 
zens, confidering  themfelves  as  all  equals,  and  hav- 
ing all  a  right  to  participate  in  the  fovereign  au- 
thority, fix  their  attention  more  on  the  inconve- 
niences than  on  the  advanuges  of  a  government^ 
which  may  by  turns  be  the  caufe  of  the  happinefs 
or  the  wretchedncfs  of  a  people  *• 

Royalty  being  only  founded  on  the  confidence 
which  it  infpires,  is  deftroyed  when  the  {bvereign 
renders  himfelf  odious  by  his  defpotifm,  or  con- 
[  temptible  by  his  vices  «. 

Under  a  tyrant  the  whole  fEren^  of  a  nation  is 
turned  againft  itfelf.  The  government  is  engaged 
in  a  perpetual  war  with  its  fubjefts  :  it  attacks 
them  in  their  laws,  in  their  property,  in  their  ho- 
nour, and  only  leaves  them  the  deep  and  painful 
fenfe  of  their  mifery. 

A  king  propofes  to  himfelf  to  render  his  reign 
glorious,  and  effeft  the  good  of  his  people ;  but 


*  Ariftotle  has  faid  fcarcely  any  thing  of  the  great  monarchies 
which  fubfifted  in  his  timCf  as  thofe  of  JPeriia  and  Egypt*  nor  has 
he  fpoken  more  of  the  government  of  Macedon,  though  he 
muft  necefTarily  have  been  well  acquainted  with  it*  He  only 
had  in  view  that  fpecies  of  kingly  power  which  Ibroetimes  was 
eftablifhed  in  fome  of  the  cities  of  Ureecei  and  which  was  of  a 
quite  different  nature  from  that  of  the  modem  monarchies.  (Sec 
Montefquieu  Efprit  des  Lois^liv.  i*  chap.  9*  t.i.  p.  124.  ) 

f  Anftotf  de  Kep*  lib*  5>  cap.  10,  p*  406 1  et  cap.  1 1,  ^.  408. 
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a  tyrant  has  no  other  view  than  to  draw  to  himfelf 
all  the  riches  of  his  ftates^  to  lavifli  them  on  his 
vile  pleafures^.  Dionyfius,  king  of  Syracufe,  had 
fo  multiplied  taxes^  that  within  the  fpace  of  five 
years  the  property  of  every  individual  in  his  king- 
dom had  pafled  into  the  royal  treafury  K  As  the 
tyrant  only  reigns  by  the  fear  which  he  infpires, 
his  fecurity  muft  be  the  iingle  objeA  of  his  atten* 
tion  ^.  Hence  while  the  guard  of  a  king  is  com* 
pofed  of  citizens  Jnterefted  in  the  good  of  the  pub- 
lic, that  of  the  tyrant  only  confifts  of  foreigners, 
who  ferve  as  the  inftxuments  of  his  fury  or  his 
caprice  ^ 

Such  a  conftitution,  if  indeed  it  deferves  that 
name,  contaiiift  within  itfelf  all  the  vices  of  the 
moft  corrupted  governments.  It  naturally  there- 
fore cannot  fupport  itfelf,  but  by  the  moft  violent 
or  the  moft  fliameful  means,  and  muft  include 
within  it  all  the  poffible  caufes  of  its  deftruc* 
tion. 

Tyranny  may  maintain  itfelf  when  the  prince 
takes  the  precaution  to  cut  off  thofe  citizens  who 
are  too  much  raifed  above  the  reft  "  i  when  he  is 
careful  to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  knowledge  which 
may  enlighten,  and  to  forbid  all  public  entertain- 
'  '      '      '         ' '  <  ■  I       »  1. 1^ 

»»  Ariftot.  de  Rep,  Kb.  5,  cap,  10,  p.  403. 

*  Id.  Ibid.  cap.  1 1,  p.  407. 

*  Id.  Rhet*  lib.  i,  cap.  8,  p.  530. 

*  Id.  dc  Rcy.  lib.  5,  cap.  10,  p.  403. 

»  If^  ilk  id*  c«p*c    ,  a  407.    Eurip.  in  Siipplic.  p,  445.  - 
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ments  or  meetings  which,  may  unite  his  fubjefts ; 
when^  after  the  example  of  the  kings  of  Syracufe, 
he  beiieges  them  with  fpies,  who  continually  hold 
them  in  difquietude  and  dread ;  when  by  adroit 
artifices  he  fows  difputes  in  families,  divifion^ 
among  the  different  orders  of  the  flate^  and  dif- 
truft  even  in  the  moft  intimate  connexions ;  when 
the  people,  cruj(hed  by  public  labours,  laden  with 
taxes,  dragged  to  wars  purpofely  excited,  and  £0 
deprefTed  as  to  be  incapable  of  all  elevation  oi 
ideas  or  nobility  of  fentiment,  have  neither  the 
courage  nor  the  means  to  throw  off"  the  yoke  by 
which  they  are  opprelTed ;  wJien  the  throne  is  only 
furrounded  by  vile  flatterers ",  and  fubaltem  ty- 
rants, by  fo  much  the  more  ufeful  to  the  defpot,  as 
tiiey  arc  not  reftrained  either  by  fliame  or  by  rc- 
morfe. 

There  is  however  one  method  that  may  be  em- 
ployed dill  more  fuccefsfuliy  than  t}iefe  to  perpe- 
tuate fuch  an  authority  **;  which  is,  when  prc- 
ferving  all  the  plenitude  of  his  power,  the  fove- 
reign  is  willing  to  fubjed  himfelf  to  forms  which 
may  attemper  its  rigour,  and  exhibit  himfelf  to 
his  people  rather  as  a  &ther  who  claims  them  as 
his  inheritance,  than  as  a  ferocious  animal  %  of 
whom  they  muft  be  the  vidtims. 

*  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5,  cap.  1 1|  p.  407. 

•  Id.  ibid.  p.  408. 

f  Id.ibi4  lib.  3>cap*  16,  p.  360* 

0.4 
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As  the  people  ought  to  be  periliadcd  that  their 
fortune  is  facrificed  to  the  good  of  the  ftate,  ahd 
not  to  the  individual  advantage  of  the  fovereign, 
the  monarch  ftiould  apply  himfelf  to  infufe  into 
the  minds  of  his  fubjefts  an  exalted  opinion  of 
his  abilities  for  the  fcience  of  government  *.     It 
win   be  very  advantageous  to  him  to  poflcfs  the 
qualities  which  infpire  refpeft,  and  the  femblance 
of  the  virtues  which  attradt  love ;  nor  will  it  be 
lefs  fo  that  he  (hould  appear  attached,  but  without 
mean  fuperftition,  to  the  rites  of  religion;  for 
the  people  will  believe  him  to  be  reftrained  by  the 
Year  of  the  gods,  and  will  not  dare  to  rife  againft 
a  prince  whom  they  proteft '. 
"•'  But  he  ought  efpecially  to  avoid  advancing 
'cue  of  his  fubjeds  to  a  power  which  he  may 
abufe  * ;   and  ftill  more  ought  he  to  abftain  from 
'injuries  and  infults  on  individuals,  and  from  wound- 
*ing  the  honour  of  families.    Among  th^  multi- 
tude of  princes  whom   the  abufe  of  power  h^ 
^  precipitated  from  the  throne,  a  great  number  have 
drawn  on  themfelves  deftruftibn  by  the  perfonal 
injuries  of  which' they  have  been  guilty,  or  which 
they  have  authorifcd  in  others  ^ 

By  the  obfervance  of  fimilar  maxims,  arbitrary 


<i  Ariftot.  de  Rep,  lib.  5,  cap*  11,  p. 409, 

'  Idjibid,    *     ■ 

•  Id.  ibid.  p.  410. 

f  Id*  ibldf  cap.  io>  p.  401, ' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


TRAVELS    IN    GREECE.       ^33 
power  has  maintained  its  authority  at  Sicyon  dur- 
ing a  whole  century,  and  at  Corinth  for  nearly  the 
fame  period  •.     The    fovereigns  who  governed 
thofe  two  dates  obtained  the  efleem  or  the  confi* 
dence  of  the  people^  fome  by  their  military  talents^ 
others  by  their  affability^  and  others  by  the  refpeft 
which^  on  certain  occaiions^  they  paid  to  the  laws« 
Every  where  elfe  tyranny  has  fubfifted  a  longer  or 
a  ihoner  time^  according  as  it  has  more  or  le& 
negleded  to  conceal  itfelf.     It  has  on  fome  occa* 
fions  been  feen  to  difarm  the  irritated  multitude^ 
and  on  others  to  break  the  chains  of  the  Haves 
and  call  them  to  its  aid';  but  it  is  abfolutely 
impof&ble  that  a  government  fo  monfbrous  (hould 
not  fooner  or  later  come  to  an  end^  becaufe  the 
hatred  or  contempt  which  it  infpires  y  muft^  foon^ 
or  later,  avenge  the  majefly  of  ii^ured  and  infulted 
nations. 

When,  after  the  extinftion  of  the  regal  power, 
the  fovereign  authority  returns  to  the  focieties 
from  which  it  has  emanated,  fome  choofe  to  com- 
mit the  ezercife  of  it  to  the  body  of  the  nation, 
and  others  to  confide  it  to  a  certain  number  of 
citizens.  ' 

Then  take  birth  two  powerful  fafltions,  that  of 
the  nobles,  and  that  of  the  people,  both  of  which 


■  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  lib  5,  cap.  ii,  p. 41 1* 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  ii,  p.  410. 
7  Id.  ibid,  cap*  10,  p.  4«6. 
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were  before  reprcffcd  by  the  authority  of  a  fingic 
chief;  but  after  the  exttndion  of  that  power,  be* 
come  more  intent  to  deflroy  than  to  counterbalance 
each  other.  Their  dividons  have  almofl:  every' 
where  corrupted  the  primitive  conftitution,  and 
other  caufes  have  contributed  to  its  change.  ^Such 
are  the  imperfedtions  which  experience  has  dif- 
covered  in  the  fyftrais  of  all  legiflators^  the  abufes 
to  which  even  the  mofl:  legitimate  power  is  liable, 
and  the  variations  which  cities  and*  nations  have 
experienced  in  their  power,  their  manners,  and  their 
relations  to  other  ftates.  Thus,  among  the  Greeks, 
all  equally  ardent  in  the  love  of  liberty,  we  (hall 
not  find  two  nations,  or  two  cities,  however  near 
to  each  other  they  may  be,  which  have  precifely 
the  fame  legiflation  and  the  fame  form  of  govern- 
ment; but  we  (hall  every  where  perceive  the 
conftitution  incline  either  toward  the  defpotifm  of 
the  principal  citizens,  or  toward  that  of  the  multi- 
tude. 

It  will  therefore  be  neceflary  to  diftinguifh 
feveral  fpecies  of  ariftocracies,  fome  approaching 
more  or  lefs  to  the  perfedion  of  which  that  form 
of  government  is  capable,  and  others  jnore  or 
lefs  tending  to  the  oligarchy  which  is  its  corrup- 
tion. 

The  true  ariftocracy,  therefore,  will  be  that  in 
which  the  authority  is  found  in  the  hands  of  a  cer- 
tain number  of  enlightened   and  virtuous  magi- 
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Urates  '•  By  virtue  I  underftand  political  virtue^ 
which  is  no  other  than  the  love  of  the  public  good, 
or  of  the  country  ^.  As  all  honours  (hould  be  be* 
(lowed  on  this,  it  muft  become  the  principle  of 
this  form  of  government  ^« 

To  fecure  fuch  a  conflitution,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  temper  it  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the 
principal  citizens  may  find  in  it  the  advantages  oE 
the  oligarchy,  and  the  common  people  thofe  of 
the  democracy*.  Two  laws  will  contribute  to 
produce  both  thefe  effe6ts ;  one  of  which,  de- 
rived from  the  principle  of  this  government,  (hall 
confer  the  fupreme  magiftracies  on  perfonal  quali- 
ties, without  regard  to  fortune^;  and  the  other 
prevent  the  magiftrates  from  enriching  themfelves 
by  their  employments,  by  obliging  them  to  render 
an  account  to  the  public  of  the  adminidration  of 
the  finances  *.  By  the  former  of  thefe  laws,  all  the 
citizens  may  afpire  to  the  principal  dignities  of  the 
(late,  and  the  latter  will  induce  the  lower  clafles 
of  the  people  to  renounce  a  right  which  they  will 
only  value  becaufe  they  believe  it  profitable^. 

As  it  will  be  to  be  feared  that,  at  length,  even 

■^-^^-^-     ' 1    I      ...I   !■    III.  Ill  ■  I  II  ■■■■-., 

s  Ariftot. de  Rep.  k'b.^^cap.  7,  p.  jyr;  a^.  i {» p. 382. 

•  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3,  cap.  7,  p.  371  • 

^  Id.  ibid. lib. 4,  cap.  o,  p.  372. 

«  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5,  cap.  71  p.  396. 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4,  cap.  9,  p.  373. 

«  Id.  ibid.  lib.  c*  cap.  8,  p.  399. 

fid.  ibid. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


13*  TRAVELS  IN  GREECE, 
virtue  itfelf,  invefted  with  fovereign  authority,  will 
be  enfeebled,  or  excite  jealoufy,  care  has  been 
taken,  in  many  ariftocracics,  to  limit  the  power  of 
the  magiftrates,  and  to  provide  diat  it  (hall  pafs 
into  other  hands  every  fix  months*^. 

Though  it  may  be.  of  importance  that  the  judges 
of  certain  tribunals  (hould  be  chofen  from  the 
clafs  of^  the  mod  diftinguilhed  citizens,  it  will  at 
lead  be  neceffary  that  there  (hould  be  other  tribu* 
uals,  the  judges  of  which  (hall  be  taken  from  all 
ranks  of  the  people  ^. 

It  appertains  to  this  form  of  government  alone  to 
inftitute  magiilrates  who  may  fuperintend  the  edu* 
cation  o^  the  children  and  the  condudt  of  the  wo- 
men. Such  a  cenfor(hip  would  be  inefiedual  in 
a  democracy,  or  an  oligarchy  ;  in  the  former,  bc- 
caufe  the  multitude  would  lay  claim  to  an  excefs 
of  liberty;  and  in  the  latter,  becaufe  the  ruling 
citizens  would  be  the  firft  to  give  the  example  of 
corruption  and  impunity  '• 

This  fyftem  of  government,  in  which  the  worthy 
man. will  never  be  diftinft  from  the  citizen^,  no 
where  fubfifts.  Were  we  to  attempt  to  analyze  it, 
other  laws  and  other  regulations  would  be  necef- 
fary.    Let  us  content  ourfelves,  in  order  to  form  a 


fi  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  5,  cap  8,  p.  398. 
«  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4,  cap.  16,  p.  385. 
»  Id.  ibid.  cap.  15,  p.  383. 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  7,  p.  371. 
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judgment  of  the  different  ariftocracies,  to  afcead 
to  their  principle,  for  on  that  efpecially  depends  die 
excellence  of  a  government.  The  principle  of  the 
pure  ariftocracy  will  be  political  virtue,  or  the  love 
of  public  goodo  If  we  find  in  any  fubfifting  ari- 
ftocracy, that  this  love  has  a  greater  or  Icfs  in- 
fluence on  the  choice  of  magift rates,  we  may 
thence  conclude  that  the  conftitucion  is  more  or 
lefs  advantageous.  Hence  is  it  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Lacedsemon  approaches  nearer  to  the 
true  ariftocracy  than  that  of  Carthage,  though 
there  is  in  other  refpefts  a  great  conformity  be- 
tween them'.  At  Lacedaemon,  the  magiftrate 
who  is  chofen  muft  be  animated  by  the  love  of 
his  country,  and  difpofed  to  favour  the  people; 
at  Carthage  *he  muft  befides  enjoy  an  eafy  for- 
tune "*,  on  which  account  the  latter  government 
inclines  more  toward  an  oligarchy. 

The  conftitudon  is  in  danger,  in  an  ariftocracy, 
when  the  interefts  of  the  principal  citizens  are 
not  fufEciently  well  conneded  with  thofe  of  the 
common  people  to  prevent  each  of  thefe  clafles 
from  defiring  to  feize  exclufively  on  the  fovereiga 
authority  ■ ;  when  the  laws  permit  all  the  riches 
of  the  ftate  to  pafs  infenfibly  into  the  hands  of 
fome  individuals ;   when  the  firft  innovations  by 

>  Ariftot.  de  Rep«  lib.  2,  cap.  1 1,  (>.  334. 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4,  cap.  7»  p*  371- 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5»cap.  7.  p.  396. 
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which  the  conftitution  is  attacked  are  connived 
at^;  and  when  the  magiftrates^  through  jealoufy 
.  or  negligence,  perfecute  illuftrious  citizens,  or  ex- 
cUide  them  from  the  magiftracy,.  j)r  fuffer  them 
to  become  fufficiently  powerful  to  enflave  their 
country  '. 

The  imperfeft  ariftocracy  has  in  fo  many  re- 
ipeds  a  relation  to  the  oligarchy,  that  we  muft, 
neceffarily  confider  them  together  when  we  wi(h 
to  explain  the  caufes  by  which  they  may  each  be 
maintained  or  deftroyed. 

In  the  oligarchy,  the  fupreme  authority  is  in  the 
hands  of  a  fmall  number  of  rich  perfons  V  As  it 
is  eflential  to  this  government  that  the  principal 
offices  of  niagiilracy  (hould  be  eledive  %  and  that 
rfie  conferring  of  them  Ihould  be  regulated  by  the 
cenfus,  tbtt  is  the  fortune  of  individuals,  riches 
muft,  in  fuch  a  ftate,  be  preferred  to  every  thing 
elfe,  and  produce  a  very  great  inequality  among 
the  citizens «.  The  defire  therefore  of  acquiring 
wealth  is  the  principle  of  fuch  a  government  K 

A  number  of  cities  have  of  themfelves  chofen 
this  form  of  government.  The  Lacedemonians 
have  endeavoured  to  introduce  it  among  other 

•  Ariftot.  de  Rqp.  lib.  5,  cap.  8,  p,  397. 
f  Id,  ibid.  p.  396. 

4  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3,  cap.  7,  p.  346;   lib.  4,  cap.  4,  P*  }66; 
«P-  I5»  P-382. 

'  Id.  ibid.  p.  384.     Id.  de  Rhet.  p.  614. 

*  Id.  de  Rep.  lib.  5,  cap.  i,  p.  385. 
'  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4,  cap.  8,  p.  372. 
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ftates,  with  the  fame  zeal  as  the  Athenians  have 
laboured  to  eftablifli  among  them  the  democracy*; 
but  it  is  every  where  diverfiBed  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  cenfus,  or  property  which  a  citizen 
is  required  to  potTefs  to  be  admitted  to  the  prin- 
cipal offices ;  according  to  the  different  modes  in 
which  thofe  offices  are  conferred ;  and  accordbg 
as  the  power  of  the  magiftrate  is  more  or  lefs  re* 
drained.  In  every  fuch  government,  befides,  the 
few  citizens  who  govern  ufe  every  endeavour  to 
maintain  their  authority  againft  the  many  who 
obey". 

The  means  employed  to  this  end,  in  feveral 
dates,  is  to  grant  to  all  the  citizens  the  right  of 
attending  at  the  general  aflemblies  of  the  nation, 
to  permit  them  to  fill  the  offices  of  magifixacy,  give 
their  votes  in  the  tribunals  of  juftice,  keep  arms  in 
their  houfes,  and  increafe  their  bodily  ftrength  by 
the  exercifes  of  the  gymnafium  ^.  But  no  puniih- 
ment  is  denounced  againft  the  poor  who  negleft 
thefe  advantages,  while  the  rich  who  omit  them 
are  fubjedted  to  a  fine  '.  The  indulgence  iheiirii 
to  the  former,  and  which  is  apparently  founded  01^ 
the  multiplicity  of  their  labours  and  necefiities, 
removes  them  from  public  bufinefs,  and  accuftoms 
them  to  confider  the  deliberations  on  the  a£. 
fairs  of  the  ftate,  the  care  of  adminiftering  juftice, 

*  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  5,  cap.  7,  p.  397. 
'  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4,  cap.  5  9  p«  369. 
T  Id.  ibid.  cap.  139  p.  378. 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  9,  p.  373. 
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and  the  other  branches  of  government^  as  a  heavy 
burthen  which  the  rich  alone  are  able  and  ought 
to  fupport. 

To  conftitute  the  beft  form  of  the  oligarchy, 
it  is  neceffary  that  the  property  required  to  be 
pofTefTed  by  the  citizens  accounted  of  the  firft 
clafs  fliould  not  be  too  great  >  for  the  more  nu* 
merous  this  clafs  is>  with  more  reafon  may  it  be 
prefumed  that  the  laws  govern  the  ftatc,  and  not 
individuals*.  Several  offices  of  magiftracy  (hould 
not  be  held  at  the  fame  time  by  perfons  of  the 
lame  family,  left  fuch  a  family  (hould  become  too 
powerful.  In  feme  cities  the  fon  is  excluded  by 
his  father,  and  tlie  brother  by  his  elder  brother^. 

To  prevent  property  from  being  too  unequally 
diftributed,  no  perfon  Ihould  be  allowed  to  dif- 
pofe  of  his  poiTeilions  to  th,e  prejudice  of  his  law- 
ful heirs }  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  ought  two  in- 
heritances to  be  permitted  to  accumulate  in  one 
perlbn^. 

The  common  people  (hould  be  under  the  im- 
mediate  protedion  of  the  government,  and  (hould. 
be  more  favoured  than  the  rich  in  profecutions 
for  injuries  done  to  them  ;  nor  (hould  any  law  or 
any  influence  be  an  impediment  to  their  acquiring 
fubfiftance  or  afHuence.    Little  jealous  of  thofe 

*i«^— f^—     I  I      I    I   »  I     ■     I  1 1    .  ,  I    ■  ■  I         !■  ■       m    _    I  ,1  >  I  •  III  * 

•  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  4,  cap.  6,  p.  371* 
*»  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5,  cap.  6,  p.  393, 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  8,  p.  400. 
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dignities  which  only  confer  the  honour  of  render- 
ing fervice  to  the  country,  they  will  with  pleafurc 
fee  them  conferred  on  others^  if  they  are  not  de- 
prived of  the  fruits  of  their  labours  •*. 

.To  attach  them  ftill  more  to  the  government,  a 
certain  number  of  inferior  lucrative  employments 
Ihould  be  given  to  them  ^ ;  and  they  fhould  be 
even  induced  to  hope  that,  by  merit,  they  might 
be  raifed  to  fome  important  offices,  as  is  pradifed 
at  Marfeilles^ 

The  law  which,  in  many  oligarchies,  forbids 
the  magiilrates  to  engage  in  commerce  s,  pro* 
duces  two  excellent  efFefts ;  it  prevents  them  from 
facrificing  to  their  intereft  the  time  which  they  owe 
to  the  date,  and  front  exercifing  a  monopoly  which 
would  ruin  the  oth^r  traders  *. 
,  When  the  magiflxates  rival  each  other  in  ex- 
pending a  part  of  their  property  for  the  embellifh- 
ment  of  the  capital,  and  in  giving  (hews  and  pub- 
lic entertainments,  fuch  an  emulation  is  advanta- 
geous  to  the  treafury  of  the  ftate.  It  reduces 
within  juft  bounds  the  exceffive  riches  of  fome  in- 
dividuals \  the  people  eafily  pardon  an  authority 


^  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5,  cap.  8,  p.  400.  Id.  de  Rhet.  t.  ii. 
|>.  614. 

^  Id.  At  Rep.  lib.  6,  cap.  6,  p.  420. 

'  Id.  ibid.  cap.  7,  p.  42 1  • 

f  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5,  cajp.  12,  p.  412  ;  cap.  8,  p.  399. 

*  At  Venice  trade  is  forbidden  the  nobles.  (Amelot^  Hift.  da 
Gout,  de  Yen.  p.  24*    Efprit  des  Lois^  liv.  5,  chap.  8.) 
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^hich  manifefts  itfclf  by  fimilar  benefits,  and  arc 
lefs  attentive  to  the  fplendour  of  dignities  than  to 
the  heavy  duties  annexed  to  them^  and  the  real 
advantages  which  they  themfelves  derive  from 
them  ^.    • 

But  when  the  property  which  fixes  the  clafs  of 
the  citizens  who  are  to  be  permitted  to  (hare  in  the 
government,  is  rated  too  high,  the  number  of  per* 
fons  in  this  clafs  becomes  too  fmall;  and  prefently 
thofe  who,  by  their  intrigues  or  their  talents,  have 
placed  themfelves  at  the  head  of  affairs,  will  en- 
deavour to  maintain  their  power  by  the  lame 
means;  they  will  infenfibly  extend  their  privi- 
leges, aflume  the  right  of  choofing  their  aflbciates, 
or  leaving  their  places  to  their  children  * ;  and  at 
length  proceed  to  abolilh  all  legal  forms,  and 
fubftitute  with  impunity  their  will  for  the  laws« 
The  government  will  then  have  arrived  at  the  laft 
degree  of  corruption,  and  an  oligarchy  will  be 
eflablifhed  within  an  oligarchy,  as  has  happened  in 
the  city  of  Elea"^. 

The  tyranny  of  a  fmall  number  of  citizens  will 
not  fubfift  longer  than  that  of  an  individual^,  but 
muft  be  enfeebled  by  the  excefs  of  its  power* 
The  rich,  who  are  excluded  from  the  government^ 


k  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib*  6,  cap*  7,  p«  241. 
i  Id.  ibid.  Iib.4i  cap.  14,  p.  380. 
*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  $9  cap.  6>  p.  394* 
}  Id.  ibkL  cap.  12,  p.  41 1. 
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u4Il  join  tlie  multitude  to  eflfed  its  deftru6tion.    la 
this  manner^  at  Cnidus,  was  the  oligarchy  fud-^ 
denly  changed  into  a  democracy  ^k 

The  fame  revolution  may  be  expeded  when  the 
clafs  of  rich  citizens  have  clotely  united  to  treat 
all  the  others  as  flaves*.  In  fome  places  they 
have  even  dared  to  take  the  following  equally  ab* 
(urd  ^nd  inhuman  oath :  *^  I  will  do  to  the  multi* 
tude  all  the  mifchief  in  my  power  ^'*  Yet,  as 
the  people  are  alike  dangerous,  whether  they 
crouch  to  others  or  others  crouch  to  them,  they 
ought  not  to  poflefs  exclufively  the  right  of  judg* 
ing,  or  conferring  all  the  offices  of  magiftracyj 
for  then  the  clafs  of  rich  citizens  being  reduced 
meanly  to  beg  their  fuffrages,  they  would  foon 
perceive  that  it  is  as  eafy  for  them  to  retain  as  to 
►  difpofe  of  the  fovereign  authority  ^ 

The  manners  of  a  people  may  render  a  govern* 
ment  popular  which  is  not  fo,  or  fubftitutc  the  oli* 
garchy  for  the  democracy  '.  Though  thefe  changes 
fct  the  government  in  oppofition  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  they  may  not^  be  dangerous,  becaufe  they  are 
gradually  effeded,  and  with  the  confent  of  all 
orders  of  the  ftate.    But  nothing  is  fo  effential 


B  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5,  cap*  6$  p.  393* 

•  LLJbid.  p.  395* 

*  Id.  ibid*  cap*  9»  p.  401* 
f  Id*  ibid.  cap.  69  p*  394* 

%  id*  ibid*  lib*  49  cap.  5,  p.  379* 
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as  early  to  rcfift  the  innovations  which  violently 
attack  the  conftitution  ;  and,  in  fadt,  in  a  govern- 
ment which  propofes  to  maintain  a  kind  of  equili* 
brium  between  the  propenfities  of  two  powerful 
clafles  of  citizens,  the  lead  advantage  gained  over 
the  edablipied  laws  prepares  the  way  for  its  ruin. 
At  Thurium  the  law  did  not  permit  any  military 
employment  to  be  held  a  fecond  time  till  after  an 
interval  of  five  years;  but  fome  young  perfons, 
fecure  of  the  confidence  of  the  troops,  and  the 
fuffrages  of  the  people,  procured  the  law  to  be  re- 
pealed, in  defpite  of  all  the  oppoiition  of  the  ma- 
giftrates,  and  foon  after,  by  ftill  bolder  enterprifesj 
changed  the  wife  and  moderate  government  of 
that  {late  into  the  mod  dreadfiil  tyranny  ^ 

Liberty,  fay  the  fanatic  favourers  of  the  popular 
power,  can  only  be  found  in  a  democracy ' :  it  is 
the  principle  of  that  government  i  it  infufes  into 
each  citizen  the  will  to  obey,  and  the  ability  to 
command ;  it  renders  him  mafter  of  himfelf,  the 
equal  of  others,  and  valuable  to  the  date  of  which 
he  makes  a  part. 

It  is  therefore  efiential  to  this  government  that 
all  the  offices  of  magiftracy,  or  at  lead  the  greater 
part,  (hould  be  conferred  by  lot  on  each  indivi- 
dual';   that,    excepting    military  employments. 


'  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  5,  cap.  j,  p.  397, 
*  Id,  ibid.  lib.  6,  cap.  2,  p.  414, 
«  Id.  ibid,  lib.  4,  cap.  9,  p.  373. 
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fcarccly  any  offices  be  conferred  on  the  fame  per- 
fon  who  has  before  filled  them  ;  that  all  the  citi* 
zens  be  alternately  diflributed  in  the  courts  oif 
juftice ;  that  a  fenate  be  inftituted  to  prepare  thofe 
affairs  which  are  finally  to  be  determined  on  in 
the  national  and  fovereign  aiTembly,  at  which  all 
the  citizens  may  be  prefent ;  and  that  a  certain 
premium  be  paid  to  thofe  who  ai&duoufly  attend 
at  this  afTembly^  as  alfo  in  the  fenate  and  the  tri- 
bunals of  juftice ". 

This  form  of  government  is  fubjcft  to  the  fame 
revolutions  as  the  ariftocracy.  It  is  attempered  in 
thofe  ftates  where^  to  reftrain  an  ignorant  and  reft* 
lefs  populace^  a  moderate  property  is  required  to 
be  poiTcflcd  by  thofe  who  fhare  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  affairs  ' ;  in  thofe  where  by  wife  regulations 
the  principal  clafs  of  citizens  are  not  the  vidims 
of  the  hatred  and  jealoufy  of  the  lower  orders  J ; 
and  every  where,  in  a  word,  where  in  the  midft  of 
the  moft  tumultuous  commotions  the  laws  have 
fufficient  power  to  enforce  their  authority  *•  But 
it  becomes  tyrannical  *  wherever  the  poorer  citi- 
zens have  too  great  an  influence  in  public  delibe** 
rations. 

Several  caufes  have  beftowed  on  them  this  ex- 

■  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  4,  cap*  14,  p.  380 ;  lib.  6,  cap.  2,  p.  414. 
*■  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4,  cap.  4*  p.  368 ;  cap.  9,  p.  373 ;  lib.  6, 
cap.  2f  p.  414. 

7  Id.  ibid.  lib.  $y  cap.  9,  p.  401 ;  lib.  6|  cap.  5,  p.  419. 
'  *  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4,  cap.  4,  p.  3^8. 
*  Id.  ibid.  p.  40  j. 
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cefs  of  power :  the  firft  is  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
cenfus,  according  to  which  the  diftrihution  of 
offices  ought  to  be  regulated  * ;  in  confequence  of 
which  the  meaneft  citizens  poflefs  the  right  of 
giving  their  voice  in  public  afiairs  ;  the  fecond  is 
the  premium  granted  to  the  poor  and  refufed  to 
the  rich,  when  they  give  their  fuiSragei  either  in 
the  general  aflemblies  or  the  tribunals  of  jufticeS 
and  which  is  too  fmall  to  induce  the  latter  to  be 
affiduous  in  their  attendance,  though  it  is  fufficient 
to  indemnify  the  former  for  the  interruption  of 
their  labours;  and  hence  that  multitude  of  artifans 
and  workmen  who  imperioufly  raife  their  voices 
in  thofe  auguft  places  where  the  interefts  of  the  re- 
public are  difculTed  :  the  third  is  the  power  which 
the  date  orators  have  acquired  over  the  multitude. 
Formerly  this  fame  multitude  blindly  followed 
the  foldicry,  who  more  than  once  have  abufed  its 
confidence  to  reduce  it  to  ilavery  ^  :  and  as  its 
deftiny  is  eternally  to  be  held  in  fubjeftion,  there 
have  arifen,  in  thefe  modern  times,  ambitious  men 
who  employ  their  talents  to  flatter  its  paflions  and 
its  vices,  to  intoxicate  it  with  the  opinion  of  its 
power  and  glory,  to  excite  its  hatred  againfl  the 
rich,'  its  contempt  for  law  and  order,  and  its  lovo 
of  independence.    Their  triumph  is  that  of  elo- 


*>  Ariflot,  de  Rep.  lib,  J,  cap.  5,  p,  393, 
*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4,  cap,  13,  p.  378, 
<  14,  Ibid.  lit!.  5,  cap.  5,  p.  jji,    - 
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quencc,  which  feems  only  to  be  brought  to  per- 
fedioQ  in  our  time «,  to  introduce  defpotifm  into 
the  bofom  of  liberty  itfelf.  The  republics  which 
are  wifely  governed  do  not  fuffer  thefe  dangerous 
men  to  lead  them  ;  but  wherever  they  acquire  in- 
fluence^ the  government  fpeedily  arrives  at  the 
higheft  degree  of  its  corruption,  and  the  people 
contrad  the  vices  and  the  ferocity  of  tyrants  ^ 

Almoft  all  our  governments^  under  whatever 
form  they  may  be  eftabliflied,  contain  within  them-t 
felves  many  feeds  of  dcftruftion.  As  the  greater 
part  of  the  Grecian  republics  are  confined  within 
the  parrow  limits  of  a  city  or  a  diftrift,  the  divi- 
fions  of  individuab,  which  become  the  diviiions  of 
the.ftate,  the  misfortunes  of  a  war  which  feems  tq 
leave  no  refource,  the  inveterate  and  perpetually 
renewed  jealoufy  of  the  different  claffes  of  citizens, 
or  a  rapid  fucceffion  of  unforefeen  events,  may  in 
a  moment  (hake  to  the  foundations  or  overturn  the 
conftitution.  We  have  feen  the  democracy  abo- 
lifhed  in  the  city  of  Thebes  by  the  lofs  of  a  battle  *, 
and  in  thofe  of  Heraclea,  Cums,  and  Megara,  by 
the  return  of  fome  principal  citizens,  whom  the 
people  had  profcribed  to  enrich  the  public  trea- 
fury  with  their  (poils  ^.    We  have  feen  the  form 


*  Ariftot.  de  Rq>*  lib.  5,  cap.  $»  p.  39a* 
f  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4,  cap.  4,  p.  369. 
f  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5,  cap.  3,  p.  388* 
^  Id.  ibid*  cap.  g,  p.  392, 
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of  government  changed  at  Syracufe  by  a  love  in- 
trigue* ;  in  the  city  of  Eretria,  by  an  infult  offered 
to  an  individual  *  j  at  Epidaurus,  by  a  fine  impofcd 
on  another  individual  * :  and  how  many  feditions 
have  there  been  which  have  not  originated  from 
more  important  caufes,  and  which  gradually 
fpreading  have  at  laft  occafioned  the  moft  deftruc- 
tive  wars  ! 

While  thefe  calamities  afBi£t  the  greater  part  of 
Greece,  three  nations,  the  Cretans,  the  Lacedae- 
monians, and  the  Carthaginians,  have  enjoyed  in 
peace,  for  many  centuries,  a  government  which 
differs  from  all  the  others,  though  it  unites  their 
advantages.  The  Cretans,  in  the  moft  early  times, 
conceived  the  idea  of  limiting  the  power  of  the 
higheft  clafs  of  citizens  by  that  of  the  people"*  j 
and  the  Lacedsemonians  and  Carthaginians,  doubt- 
lefs  from  their  example,  that  of  affociating  the 
regal  power  with  the  ariftocracy  and  democracy  "• 

Ariftotle  here  fuccinftly  explains  the  fyftems 
adopted  in  Crete,  at  Lacedasmon,  and  at  Carthage, 
I  Ihall  ftate  what  he  thinks  of  the  latter,  adding  a 
few  flight  ftrokes  to  his  fketch. 

At  Carthage  the  fovereign  power  is  divided  bcr 


>  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5,  cap.  41  p.  390. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  69  p.  39^. 

1  Id.  ibid,  cap.49  P*  39i« 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  2,  cap.  lO,  p.  332. ' 

»  Id.  ibid.  cap.  9,  p.  328 ;  cap.  1 1,  p.  33^ 
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tween  two  kings  *j  a  fenate,  and  the  aflembly  of 
the  people  ^ 

The  two  kings  are  not  taken  from  two  (ingle 
families^  as  at  Lacedsemon ;  but  they  are  elected  ^ 
annually,  fometimes  from  one  family,  and  fometimes 
from  another.  It  is  required  that  they  (hould  be 
perfons  of  birth,  property  and  virtue  \ 

The  fenate  is  very  numerous.  It  is  the  office  of 
the  kings  to  convene  it  ^ :  they  prefide  and  deli* 
berate  in  it  on  war  and  peace,  and  the  mod  impor- 
tant affairs  of  the  date  '•  A  body  of  magiftrates, 
to  die  number  of  a  hundred  and  four,  are  apppint« 
ed  to  maintain  in  it  the  interefts  of  the  peopled 
The  quellion  under  difcuffion  may  not  be  referred 
to  the  aflembly  of  the  nation,  if  opinions  are  una* 
nimous ;  but  it  muft  if  they  are  not. 

In  the  general  aflembly  the  kings  and  fenators 
explain  the  reafons  which  have  united  or  divided 
the  fuffrages.  The  meaneft  citizen  may  rife  to 
oppofe  the  decree,  or  the  different  opinions  by 
which  it  may  have  been  prevented  pafling.  The 
people  determine  in  the  laft  inftance  ". 

*  The  Latin  writcrg  call  thcfe  two  fupreme  magiftrates  Sufitetf 
which  18  their  true  name ;  the  Greek  authors  call  them  kings. 

^  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  libf  2,  cap.  11,  p.  334*    Polyb.  lib.  69 

p.493- 

p  Nep.  in  Hannib.  cap.  7« 

4  Anftot.  ibid. 

'  Liv.  lib.  30,  cap.  7. 

*  Polyb.  lib.  1,  p.  33  J  lib.  3,  p.  175  ct  187, 
>  Arillot.  ibid. 

*  Id.  ibid. 
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AU  the  officer  of  the  magiftracy,  that  of  the 
kings,  and  thofc  of  the  fenators^  the  judges,  and 
the  ftrategiy  or  governors  o£  provinces,  arc  con* 
ferred  by  the  way  of  eledtion,  and  rcftrained  withii^ 
bounds  prefcribcd  by  the  laws.  The  authority  (rf 
the  general  of  the  army  alone  knows  no  limits' j 
he  is  abfoluce,  when  at  the  head  of  his  troops  ; 
but,  on  his  return,  mud  render  an  account  of  his 
conduft  before  a  tribunal  compofed  of  a  hundred 
fenators,  who  examine  and  judge  with  extreme  fe- 
vcrityy. 

By  the  prudent  diftributioo  and  wife  exercife  of 
thefe  different  powers,  a  numerous,  powerful,  and 
aftive  people,  no  lefs  jealous  of  their  liberty  than 
jMToud  of  their  opulence,  l^ve  always  been  able  to 
defeat  every  attempt  to  enilave  thein»  and,  for  a 
long  feries  of  years,  enjoyed  a  tranquillity  only 
difturbed  by  fome  tranfient  dorms,  but  which  how* 
ever  have  not  been  able  to  deftroy  the  primitive 
conftitution  •. 

Tet,  notwithftanding  its  excellence,  this  confti* 
tution  has  its  defeds.  It  is  one,  that  the  union  of 
fcveral  offices  of  magiftracy  in  the  fame  perfoti 
ihould  be  conCdered  as  an  honourable  diftinc- 
tion  *  •,  becaufe  it  is  then  fuppofed  more  advan- 

*  Ifocr.  in  Nicocl.  t.  u  p.  96.     Ubbo  Emm,  in  Rep.  Carthag« 
y  Diod.  Sic,  lib,  20,  p.  753,     Juftin.  lib.  19,  cap.  2. 

>  Arifiot,  de  Rep,  lib.  z,  cap.  1 1,  p.  334. 
»  Id.  ibid.  p.  335. 

♦  At  Venice,  according  to  Amelot,  the  nobles  are  not  permit- 
ted to  hold,  at  the  kme  time,  feveral  magiftracies,  however  incon* 
fidcraUe  they  may  be«     (Hift.  du  Gouverq,  de  Venife,  p.  25,) 
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Ugecnis  to  multiply  duties  than  to  difcharge  theniy 
aad  the  people  become  accuftomed  to  believe  that 
to  obtain  is  to  merit  places.  It  is  likewife  adefe^ 
that  fortune  fliould  be  confidered  as  much  as  vir- 
tue in  the  choice  of  magiftrates^.  Whenever^  in 
a  ftate^  money  becomes  the  means  of  promotion 
to  honours^  every  other  is  foon  negleded ;  the  fole 
ambition  of  the  citizen  is  to  accumulate  riches, 
and  the  government  ftrongly  inclines  toward  the 
oligarchy*. 

To  prefervc  the  equilibrium,  the  Carthaginians 
have  imagined  that  it  was  neceflary  to  grant  fome 
advantages  to  the  people,  and,  at  intervals,  to  fend 
the  principal  perfons  of  that  clafs  to  certain  cities, 
with  commiffions  which  may  enable  them  to  ac- 
quire  riches.  This  expedient  has  hitherto  pre- 
ferved  the  republic ;  but,  as  it  has  no  immediate 
connedion  with  the  legiilation,  and  contains  within 
jtfelf  a  fecret  vice,  its  fuccefs  ought  only  to  be 
attributed  to  chance :  and  if  ever  the  people,  be- 
coming too  rich  and  too  powerful,  (hould  feparate 
their  interefts  from  thofe  of  the  other  citizens,  the 
fubfifting  laws  will  not  be  fufScient  to  curb  their 
claims,  and  the  conftitution  will  be  deftroyed^  *• 

^  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  2,  cap.  I  If  p.  334« 
«  Id,  ibid,  p,  3«c, 

Md.nHd. 

*  It  was  not  long  before  the  predi6lion  of  Ariftotlc  was  fuU 
filled.  In  the  time  of  the  fecond  Punic  war,  about  a  hundred 
years  after  that  philofopher,  the  republic  of  Carthage  verged 
towards  its  ruin  ;  and  Polybius  conGders  the  authority  which  the 
people  had  ufuipedVs  the  principal  caufc  Qf  it^de^e,  (Polyb* 
lib.  6,  p.  i^93-) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC" 


152       TRAVELS    IN    GREECE. 

From  what  has  been  faid  it  will  be  eafy  to  dif- 
cover  the  objeft  which  the  fupreme  magiftrate 
ought  cfpecially  to  have  in  view  in  the  cxercife  of 
his  powerjOr,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  what  is  the 
principle  of  government  in  each  conftitution.    In 
a  monarchy  it  is  what  is  honourable  and  noble ; 
for  the  prince  ought  to  afpire  to  render  his  reigii 
glorious,  and  to  feek  glory  only  by  honourable 
means  ^  In  a  tyranny  it  is  the  fafety  of  the  tyrant; 
for  he  maintains  himfelf  on  the  throne  by  the 
terror  which  he  infpires  ^.    In  an  ariftocracy  it  is 
virtue;  for  the  leaders  of  the  ftate  can  only  diftin- 
guifti  themfelves  ^  the  love  of  their  country  •• 
In  an  oligarchy  it  is  riches ;  for  thofe  who  (bare 
in  the  government  of  the  ftate  are  only  chofen 
from  among  the  rich  ^.    In  a  democracy  it  is  the 
liberty  of  each  individual  citizen  * ;  but  this  prin- 
ciple degenerates  almoft  every  where  into  licen- 
tioufnefs,  and  can  only  fubfift  in  the  government 
of  which  i^fuccinft  idea  is  given  in  the  fecond  part 
of  this  extraft. 

*  Anftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5,  cap.  lo,  p,  403, 
'  Id.  Rhet.  lib.  i,  cap.  8,  t.  ii,  p.  53a 

f  Id.  de  Rep.  lib.  4,  cap.  8,  p.  372.  ^ 

*  Id.  ibid. 

»  li   ibid- 
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Second  Part. 
On  the  heft  of  Omftitutions. 

I F  I  were  to  give  inftruftions  to  the  leader  of 
a  colony,  I  would  afcend  to  firft  principles. 

Every  fociety  is  an  aggregate  of  families  who, 
in  uniting,  have  no  other  end  but  to  labour  for 
their  common  happinefs  ^.  If  they  are  not  fuffi* 
ciently  numerous,, how  (hall  it  be  poffible  to  de* 
fend  them  againft  external  attacks  ?  and  if  their 
number  be  too  great,  how  fha&ihey  be  retrained 
by  laws  which  may  enfure  their  tranquillity  ?  Aim 
not  to  found  an  empire^  but  a  city,  left  powerful 
from  the  multitude  of  its  inhabitants  than  from  the 
qualities  of  its  citizens.  While  law  »nd  order  caa 
aft  on  every  part  of  this  body,  think  not  of  re- 
ducing its  magnitude ;  but  the  tnoment  thofe  who 
obey  are  no  longer  under  the  eyes  of  their  rulers, 
be  aflured  that  the  government  has  loil:  a  part  of 
its  influence,  and  the  ftate  a  part  of  its  ftrength*. 

Let  your  capital,  fituated  near  the  fea°*,  be 
neither  too  large  nor  po  fmall;  and  let  a  healthy 
fituation,  a  pure  air,  and  falubrious  waters,  contri- 
bute in  concert  to  the  prefervation  of  the  inhabit 
tants  *.    Let  the  territory  around  it  fufEce  for  its 

'^  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  i, cap.  i,  p.  296;  lib.  3,  cap.  9,  p.  349. 
^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  7,  oip.  4,  p.  430. 
■'^Id.  ibid.  cap.  5^  p*  431 ;  ibid... cap.  6. 
*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  11,  p.  438* 
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wants^  and  be  equally  difficult  of  accefs  to  the 
enemy  and  favourable  to  the  communication  of 
your  own  troops  ^  Let  it  be  commanded  by  a 
citadel^  if  the  monarchical  government  be  pre* 
fcrred ;  let  different  fortified  pofts  proted  it  from 
the  firftfury  of  the  populace,  if  the  ariftocracy  be 
made  choice  of;  and  let  it  have  no  other  defence 
than  its  ramparts^  if  a  democracy  be  efbibliQied  ^. 
Let  the  walls  be  ftrong,  and  capable  of  refifting 
the  new  machines  which  have  of  late  years  been 
employed  in  ficgcs.  Let  the  ftrcets  befome  broad 
and  ftraight,  and  others  narrow  and  winding ;  the 
former  will  contribute  to  its  embellilhment,  and 
the  latter  be  of  ufe  in  its  defence  in  cafe  of  a 
futprife^. 

Conftruft,  at  fome  diflance,  a  harbour  joined 
to  the  city  by  long  walls,  as  is  praftifed  in  fever^ 
places  in  Greece.  During  war  it  will  facilitate 
your  receiving  fuccour  from  your  allies;  and  during 
peace  you  may  keep  there  that  multitude  of  fea- 
men,  foreigners,  or  newly  enfranchifed  citizens, 
whoTe  iicentioufnefs  and  greedinefs  of  gain  might 
corrupt  the  manners  of  the  people,  fliould  you  rm^ 
ceive  them  into  the  city.  But  let  your  commerce 
be  confined  to  the  exchange  of  the  fuperfluities 
which  your  territory  produces  for  the  neceflaries 


•  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  Kb.  7,  cip.  5»p-43Ktf 
P  Id.  ibid.  cap.  xi|  p.  4j8« 
«  Id.  ibid. 
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vAndtt  it  denies  to  you;  and  let  your  navy  be  only 
fo  far  attended  to  as  it  may  render  you  feared  or 
cowted  by  the  neighbouring  nations  ^ 

Let  us  fuppofe  the  colony  eftabliflied,  and  that 
k  is  required  to  frame  laws  for  its  government; 
fundamental  ones  will  be  neceilary  to  forizi  its 
conditudon,  and  civil  to  enfure  its  tranquillity. 

You  will  inform  yourfelf  of  the  different  forms 
of  government  which  have  been  adopted  by  our 
legiflatorsj  or  imagined  by  our  philofophers.  Some 
of  thefe  fyftems  are  too  imperfed^  and  others  re- 
quire too  great  perfeftion.  Have  the  courage  to 
compare  the  principles  of  the  former  with  their 
cffeds,  and  the  ffiU  greater  courage  to  refift  the 
allurements  of  the  latter.  If  by  the  force  of  your 
genius  you  are  able  to  conceive  the  plan  of  a&ult« 
lefs  conftitution^  a  fuperior  reafon  (hould  convince 
you  that  fuch  a  plan  is  not  capable  of  being  carried 
into  execution,  or  if,  by  chance,  it  were,  that  it 
cannot  perhaps  be  fuitable  to  all  ftates  •• 

The  bed  government  for  a  people  is  that  which 
is  adapted  to  its  charafter,  its  intercfts,  the  climate 
which  it  inhabits,  and  a  multitude  of  circumftanccs 
that  are  peculiar  to  it. 

Nature  has  diftingui{hed,byftriking  and  varied 

features,  the  focietics  fcattered  over  our  globe  ^ 

<'■■■'    '        I    — ...  II  ■■■  ■.-  II   ■  I-  ■ ^ 

'  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib,  7,  cap.  6,  p.  43a. 
•  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4,  cap.  i,  p.  363. 

«  Id.  ibid.  lib.  7,  cap.  7,  p.  433,    Plat,  dc  Rep/' lib.  4,  p.  435. 
Aooaym.ap.  Phot.  p.  1320. 
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Thofe  of  the  north  of  Europe  poffefs  courage, 
but  little  knowledge  or  iiiduftry ;  they  muft  there- 
fore be  free,  indocile  to  the  yoke  of  the  laws,  and 
incapable  to  govern  the  neighbouring  nations. 
The  people  of  Aiia  poflefs  all  the  talents  of  the 
mind,  and  all  the  refources  of  the  arts ;  but  their 
extreme  inertnefs  and  pufiUanimity  condemn  them 
to  fcrvitude.  The  Greeks,  placed  between  thefe 
extremes,  and  enriched  with  all  the  advantages  , 
of  which  they  can  boaft,  fo  unite  courage  and 
sibilities,  the  love  of  the  laws  and  of  liberty,  that 
they  might  be  able  to  conquer  and  govern  the 
world.  And  by  "what  a  multitude  of  minute 
fiiades  has  it  pleafed  nature  to  diverfify  thefe 
principal  charafters  in  the  fame  country !  Among 
the  nations  of  Greece  fome  poflefs  greater  intel- 
lectual powers,  and  others  more  bravery ;  there  are 
alfo  fome  among  whom  thefe  fplendid  qualities 
are  found  in  a  juft  equilibrium  ". 

By  ftudying  the  men  of  whom  he  has  the  con- 
duft,  a  legiflator  may  difcover  whether  they  have 
received  from  nature,  or  whether  his  inftitutions 
can  beftow  on  them,  fufficient  underftanding  to 
feel  the  value  of  virttie,  and  fufficient  ftrength  and 
ardour  of  mind  to  prefer  it  to  every  other  objeft. 
He  muft  refleft,  examine,  and  doubt :  a  local 
cucumftance  may  fometimes  alone  fuffice  to  re- 

?  4riftot.dc  Rep.  lib.  7,  cap.  7,  p.  433. 

move 
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fiidy^  liis  uiittrtiiiity.  If,  for  example;  ;tht  fbi! 
which  his  colony  is  to  occupy  is  fulteptible  trf 
great  <juIciva^roii,  and  infurmi'iiiitatole  t^bftddrfS-^ili 
Aot  fuffer  him  to  pfopofe  ahy  'other  cbftlitutidiii 
let  hkn  not  h^fitate  to .  cl^iliiitii  the  popuiif  go- 
vernment *.  A .  people  addiiSted '  to  agriculture^ 
arc  better  than  any  ot^er.  TThey  will  never  aban- 
don the  labours  whicTi  requife  theii*  prefeticei  td 
crowd  into  the  foriim'and  occupy  thfemfelVeS  with 
thbfe  diflenfibiis  which  idleriefs  fbttients.  drtd  ^dif- 
.  pute  tliofe  honours  of  which  tiifey  are  riot  athbi* 
tious^  The  niagifti'atfes,  mdre  ^refpfefted/  Vill 
iiot  be*  expofed  to  thfe  caprices  df 'a' ttitdtitdde  m 
arthahs  and  Workmen  ecjuilly'ifl'fofehtf  ahd  irr&^ 

fiable-  ••  ^       ■         ';    *'\:"^ 

.Onthe  other  fidi;,'  tife  blfgarHhy  liahairaliy  ^k-i 
blilhes  icfelf  ih  thofe'places  Wh6re  if  is  tiecHfir^ 
and  pofjible  to  maintain  a  n'ufrterbds  tavalry.  A* 
that  will  then  cohftitlite  the  pritidj^l  ftrtngth  bt 
the  ftatc,  a  great  itutiiber  of  the'citi2ins  iritlft  btt 
able  to  keep  h6rfts,  and  fuppbrf  the  exp^nce 
wliicli  ttieir  proteffion  will  fequireV  and  fhuS  thi 
party  t)f  the  ricliwlU 'obtain  attafitii^  t>vci 
the' poof*. 

Before  we  proceed  furthfelr,  itt'vfi  ttkiiiitfc  wliil 

f  •  . '  * 

«  Ariftot.  de  Hep**  lib;  4,  cap/6;  p^  rjoi  ;1JV,  &  §ap.  4^ 

T  I(LibicLf.4X7» ^'•'  ^ 

«  Id^  iBid;  IJb*  6,  tap.'  7-;-^.  42d.-    •       .     -  - 

Vol.  V*  S 
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are  the  rights^  aqd  what  ought  to  be  the  di(pofi« 
tions,  of  the  citizen.  . 

In  certain  places,  to  be  a  citizen,  it  fuffices  to  be 
born  of  a  father  and  mother  who  were  citizens ; 
in  others,  a  greater  number  of  degrees  are  required 
in  the  defcent:  but  it  thence  follows,  that  the 
firfl  who  have  afTumed  that  privilege  did  not 
rightfully  poflefs  it,  and  how  then  could  they 
tranfmit  it  to  their  children » ? 

It  is  not  the  enclofure  of  a  city  or  a  (tate  which 
beflows  this  privilege  on  him  who  inhabits  it ;  for 
if  fo,  it  might  be  claimed  by  the  Have  as  well  as 
by  the  freeinan  ^.  If  the  ilave  cannot  be  a  citizen, 
jxeither  can  thoTe  who  are  in  the  fervice  of  others^ 
or  who,  by  exercifing  the  mechanic  arts,  imme* 
^utfy  depexul  on  the  favours  of  the  public  *•  I 
l^now  that  in. mod  republics,  and  efpecially  in  the 
extreme  democracy,  they  are  confidered  as  fuch  j 
but  in  a  well-conftituted  date  fo  noble  a  privi- 
lege  ought  not  tp  be  granted  them. 
.  Who  is  then,  the  real  citizen  ?  He  who,  free 
from  every  other  care,  dedicates  himfelf  folely  to 
the  fervice  of  his  country,  and  may  panicipate  in 

•its  offices,  dignities,  and  honours^ ;  in  a  word,  in 

the  foyereign  authority. 

:■.   _ -^ J  ■  ■    '  iL 

»  Ariflot.  d^  Rep.  Ub.  $,  cap*  2,  p.  340.    . 
*'     *  ^  Id.  ibid.  esip.  t< 

«  Id.  ibid.  cap.  5,  p.  34^. 

i  Id.  ibid,  cap.  i,  p.  338  ct  339 ;  cap.  4,  ^$41. 
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>  It  hence  follows,  that  this  name  agrees  but  im* 
jperfeftly  to  children  or  decrepid  old  men^  and 
(cannot  appertain  to  aitifans^  labottrersi  ihd  freed- 
men  ^»  it  alfo  follows,  that  there  are  no  citizens  but 
in  a  republic '  j  though  they  there  Ihare  this  privi-v 
lege  with  perfons  to  whoni,  according  to  our  prin- 
triples^  it  ought  to  be  denied;  * 

In  die  city  which  you  Ihall  found,  every  occupa* 
iion  that  may  divert  the  attention  which  is  ex- 
bluiively  due  to  the  interefts  of  the  country,  (hall 
be  forbidden  to  the  citizen ;  and  this  title  (hall 
only  be  given  to  thofe  who  in  their  youth  (hall  bear 
arms  in  defence  of  the  fUte^  and  who  in  a  more 
advanced  age  (hall  infiruft  it  by  their  knowledge 
and  experience  ^. 

Thus  (hall  your  citizen^  truly  make  a  part  of 
the  city  :  their  efiential  prerogative  (hall  be>  to  be 
adrnitted  to  offices  of  m^iiliacy,  to  judge  ijx  the 
affairs  of  individuals,  and  to  Vote  in  the  fenate  or 
the  geheral  alfembly  *.;.this  they  (hall  poflfefs  by  a 
fufxdamcptai  law,  becaufe  the  law  is  a  contra^  ^ 
*rhich  fecures  the  rights  of  the  citizens.  The  firft 
of  their  duties  (ball  be^  to  place  themfelves  in  x 
£tuation  to  command  and  to  obey  ^;  and  they  (hall 

•  Ariftot.  di  kep.  lib*  3>  cap.  i  ct  5 ;  lib.  7.  cap.  91  p.  4.35.  , 
f  Id.  ibid.  lib.  a  dpi  l,  p.  339^ 
*  f  Id.  ibid.  lib.  71  cap.  9,  p.  435* 
^ .  k  U.  ibid.  lib.  3,  cap.  i.  p.  339* 
^  Id.  ibid.  Cap.  9»  f>.  348. 
k  M.  ibilf^p.  4i  P'  34^^ 
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fulfil  it  in  virtue  of  their  inftitution,  becaufe  tliat 
alone  can  infpirc  them  with  the  virtues  of  the  citi- 
zen, or  the  ibve  of  their  country. 

Thefe  refleftions  will  enable  us  to  difcover  that 
fpecics  of  equality  which  the  legislator  (hould  efta* 
biifli  in  a  city. 

None  is  admitted  in  an  oligarchy :  it  is  fup- 
pofed,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  difference  of  for- 
tunes mud  produce  a  fimiUr  difibrence  in  the  con* 
dition  of  the  citizens ;  and  that  confequcntly  pre- 
ference and  diflindtions  ought  onljr  to  be  gnsuited 
to  richest  In  a  democracy^  the  citii^ens  be-i 
lieve  themfclves  all  equal,  becaufe  rfiey  are  all 
free  ^  but  as  they  hare  only  a  falfe  idea  of  liberty, 
the  equality  which  they  afFeft  deftroys  all  fubordi- 
nation.  Hence  the  feditions  Which  ineeflantly  fer« 
xnent  in  the  former  of  thefe  governments,  becaufe 
in  it  the  multitude  confider  inequality  as  an  in^ 
juftlce  "  i  and  in  the  latter,  becaufe  the  rich  arc 
hurt  by  an  equality  which  mortifies  them. 

Among  the  advantages  which  eftabHfh  or  de^ 
ftroy  the  equality  of  the  citizens,  there  are  threfe 
which  merit  fome  confidferation :  liberty,  virtue, 
and  riches.  Tfliall  notfpeak  of  nobility,  becaufe 
it  is  includeiT  in  this  general  dlvilion,  iince  it  is 
only  the  antiquity  oF riches  or  virtue  in  a  family  •• 

1  Ariflot.  de  Rep*  lib.  3/  jGapt^9,  p.  54S;  fibr  5^  dtp.'  ip 

"  Id.  ibid,  lib.  5,  cap.  3»  p.  389*  ^|^ 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4,  cap.  8».  p.  373^ 
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Nothing^  is  fo  appofite  to  licentioufncls  as  Kber- 
ty.y  In  all  governments  individuals  are  and  ought 
to  be  in  fubje&ion ;  with  this  difference,  however^ 
that  in  foqie  places  they  are  merely  the  flaveg 
qf  naenj  and  in  others  only  the  fubje&s  of  the 
laws.  In  fad,  liberty  does  not  confift  in  doing 
whatever  we  pleafe,  as  is  maintained  in  ceruin 
democracies  %  but  in  only  doing  what  is  enjoined 
\}Y  the  Jaws,  which  fecure  the  independence  of 
each  individual ;  and  under  this  point  of  view  all 
the  citizens  may  enjoy  equal  libeny, 

I  fli^ll  not  be  more  diffufe  on  the  article  of 
virtue.  As  our  citizens  (hall  participate  in  the 
ibvereign  authority,  they  (hall  be  all  equally 
interefted  to  maintain  it^  and  (hall  deeply  imbibe 
the  fame  love  for  their  country.  I  (hall  add,  that 
they  will  be  more  or  lefs  free  in  proportion  as 
they  (hall  be  more  or  lefs  virtuous* 

As  to  riches,  the  greater  part  of  philofophers 
have  not  been  able  to  guard  againft  a  too  natural 
illufion  :  they  have  fixed  their  attention  on  the 
abufe  which  moft  offends  againft  their  inclinations 
or  their  intereft,  and  believed  that,  by  rooting  it 
out,  the  date  would  continue  its  cour(e  of  itfelf. 
Ancient  legiflators  had  judged  it  neceffary,  in  the 
commencement  of  a  reformation,  to  divide  pro- 
perty equally  among  all  the  citizens ;  and  hence 
fome  modern  legiflators,  apd  among  others  Pha- 

•  Ariilot.  de  Rep.  lib.  s»cap.9,  p.  402, 

S3 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 
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Ifcas  of  Chalcedon>  have  propofed  the  conilaht 
equality  of  fortunes  for  the  bafis  of  their  fyfficms, ' 
.  Some  have  fuggefted  that  the  rich  (hould  be  per* 
mitted  to  marry  only  with  the  poor^  and  that 
portions  (hould  be  given  with  the  daughters  of 
.  the  former^  but  none  with  thc^e  of  die  latter* 
Others  have  wi(hed  that  it  (hould  not:  be  per«^ 
mitted  to  any  one,    to  increafe  his   poflefEons 
beyond  a  certain  value  prefcribed  by  the  laws. 
But  in  limiting  the  property  of  each  family,  it 
would  likewife  be  necelTary  to  limit  the  number 
of  children  which  (hall  be  born  in  it  *.     It  is  not 
by  prohibitive  laws  that  the  fortunes  of  individuals 
can  be  held  in  a  kind  of  equilibrium  :  the  fpirit  of 
difintereftednefs  muft  as  much  as  poffible  be  intro- 
fiuced  aniong  them,  and  fuch  regulations  adopted^ 
that  the  good  citizens  may  not  wifh  to  incrcaf9 
their  poflTeffions,  and  the  bad  not  be  able  1, 

Thus  a  difftrcnce  in  riches  may  have  plac? 
among  your  citizens ;  but  as  this  difference  can 
pccafipn  none  in  the  diftribution  of  employments 
and  honours,  it  will  not  dcftroy  that  equality 
which  ought  to  fubfjft  ^mong  them.  They  (halj 
be  equal,  becaufe  ^ey  ft^all  only  be  fubjcft  to  tl^c 
laws ;  aqd  they  (hall  be  al)  equally  occupied  ic^ 


f  il^ri^ot.  ie  Rtfp.  lib.  2,  cap.  7,  p.  322. 
•  Id*  ibid.  p.  323  et  324. 
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TRAVELS    IN    GREECE.       a6l 
the  glorious  employment  of  contributing  to  the. 
tnuiquillity  and  happin^s  of  their  country  ^ 
.  You  already  perceive,  that  the  government  of. 
which  I  wilh  to  give  you  an  idea  will  approach  a 
democracy:  but  it  will  alfo  participate  of  the. 
oligarchy;  for  it  will  be  a  mixed  government,. 
£>  combined  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  fay  by; 
what  name  it  ought  to  be  called ;  and  in  which, 
neverthelefs,  the  partifans  of  the  democracy  and. 
diofe  of  the  oligarchy  will  each  find  the  advan- 
tages of  the  conflitution  they,  prefer,  without  the 
inconveniencies  of  thofe  which  they  rejed  '• 

This  happy  intermixture  will  be  efpecially 
ienfible  in  the  diftribution  of  the  three  powers 
which  conflitute  a  republican  ftate*  The  £r(t, 
which  is  the  legislative,  (hall  refide  in  the  general 
aflembly  of  the  nation ;  the  fecond,  or  the  execu« 
tive,  (hall  appertain  to  the  magiftrates;  the  third, 
which  is  the  judicial  power,  (hall  be  confided  to 
the  tribunals  of  juftice^ 

i&.  On  all  queClions  which  relate  to  peace, 
war,  alliances,  the  laws,  the  choice  of  magiftrates; 
the  punilhment  of  crimes  againft  the  (Ute,  or  the 
rendering  of  accounts  )>y  tho(e  who  have  filled* 
offices  of  importance,  reference  (hall  be  made  to 
the 'judgment  of  the  people,  who  are  rarely  de- 

,7  4riftot«  d^  Rep.  Jib.  3,  cap^  4,  p.  34J  j  qip,  9,  p,  349,  ' 
*  Id.  ibid,  lib.  4,  cap.  9,  p*  373^ 
»  li,  ibid,  cajK  149  p.  379. 
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964  TKAVEJ.5  IK  GREECE. 
ceiVed^  when  not  dfftvi#t>ed  and'  iiiflamed  by  f^ 
tions.  •'  When  tbcfcha^e  no  ip^ocncc,  i;heir  Toce% 
airefi'eti  ^d  Sfdt-toiitamin^ed  \)y  vile  inceridS;^ 
for  k  is  trnpoffibte  t6  corrupt  s|  y^vble  people  f 
Ui^y  ^e  enjightc«ed}  for  the  tncmtSt  ddzeas 
haye  a  fingular  dlfcernment  in  difcovering  nien 
diftirigui(hid  'for  itveir  abiliti^  and  their  virtues^ 
^nd  a'reainrkable  facility  in  forming,  con^bi^* 
jng,  and  «v*!i  rcftifying  thrir  judgments  \ 

The  decrees  of  the  general  affembly  (hall  not  be 
ftil^eft  to  a  reyifiqn,  wnleft  in  the  cafe  of  the  con- 
demnation of  a  criminal.  In  this  inftance^  if  the 
aftembly  acquit  the  aircufed,  t^  caufe  (hail  be 
Unally  deterihined  1  but  if  it  condemn  him^  it 
(hall  be  neceflary  for  the  fentence  to  be  con- 
firmed,  qr  perhaps  annulled^  by  one  of  the  tribu* 
nals  of  juitice.?. 

.  To  remqye  from  the  general  affembly  peiibns 
<ftf  the  dregs  of  the  people^  who,  though  they 
poflcfs  no  property^  nor  excrcife  any  mechanical 
profeffiopi  liaVVyef  4  i'fg^^  ^P  be  prefent  in  it,  in 
fiv»lity  of  citizens,  recoprfe  (ball  bp  had  to  the 
cenfus,^  or  the  kn0wn  ftate  of  the  poffeffions  of  in-« 
dividu%b.  In  an  qligjirchy  the  ccnfus  is  fo  high, 
t^  ojp\y  the  mpft  opi^leht  citisjens  are  ^dipitted  tq 
^c,  afJ^o^Dly.p^  the  ^fctipn:  iQoertaia  democra- 


■ «.     '  *. ' 


?  ArJftot.  de  Jg^p.  lib.  3,  cap.  11,  p.  jjo  et  J51 ;  cap.  15, 
p.  356  fiib.^,  cap.  14,  \\  38^.  ...  .     - 

f  Id,  ibid.  lib.  4,  p.  361*  '      ' 
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ties  k  does  hot  extft ;  and  in  otbien»  is  fb  low  as 
^bu-cely  to  exclude  any  one.  You  will  inftiiute 
a  cenfusy  by  virtue  of  whtdi  the  mofl  numerous 
^uid  moft  intelligent  and  virtuous  part  of  the 
citizens  (hall  have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  public 
deliberations  T. 

And  as  the  cenfus  is  not  a  fixed  meafure ;  as  it 
iraries  according  to  the  price  of  commodities ;  and 
as  diefe  variations  haye  been  frequently  fufficient 
to  change  the  nature  of  the  government ;  you  (hall 
be  careful  to  renew  it  from  time  to  time>  according 
to  occurrences,  to  the  property  of  individuaiS;| 
and  to  the  objeft  which  you  have  in  view  •. 
-  2d.  The  decrees  of  the  general  afiembly  Ihould 
|)e  carried  into  execution  by  magiftrates,  the  choice^ 
number,  functions,  and  duration  of  the  office  of 
whom  ought  to  be  adapted  to  the  extent  of  the 
republic, 'as  well  as  to  the  form  of  the  govern* 
ment. 

Here,  as  in  almoft  every  part  of  the  fubje£t 
we  treat,  a  multitude  of  queftions*  fuggeft  them* 
felves,  which  we  (hall  pafs  over  in  fiience  to  pro- 
ceed to  two  important  points,  I  mean  the  choice 
and  number  of  thefe  magi(b:ates.  It  is  eflcnti4 
to  the  oligarchy,  that  they  (hould  be  chofen  rela- 
tively to  the  cenfus ;  and  to  the  democracy,  that 
f  •  ■ 

y  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  lib,  4,  cap,  9,  p.  373. 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5>  cap.  6,  p.  395  ;  cap.  89  p«  398* 

;  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4^  cap.  jj,  p.  382. 
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that  they  (hould  be  appoinled  by  lot^  without 
any  regard  to  property  ^.  You  will  borrow  from 
the  former  the  mode  of  eledion^  becaufe  it  is  the 
moft  proper  to  beftow  on  the  date  virtuous  and 
enlightened  magiftrates;  and  from  the  example 
of  the  latter  you  will  not  be  re(lri(9:ed  by  the 
cenfus^  becaufe  you  will  not  fear  that  obfcure  per- 
fons^  who  are  incapable  of  difcharging  the  duties 
of  the  offices  of  magiftracy,  Ihould  be  raifed  to 
fuch  dignities.  As  to  the  number  of  magiftrates, 
it  will  be  better  to  multiply  places  than  to  lay  toa 
great  a  burthen  on  each  department  ^« 

3d.  The  fame  intermixture  of  forms  (hall  be 
bbferved  in  the  regulations  relative  to  the  tribu- 
nals of  juftice.  In  the  oligarchical  government, 
a  fine  is  impofed  on  the  rich  who  do  not  acquit 
themfelves  of  their  judicial  funflions,  and  nofalary 
appointed  £3r  the  poor  who  difcharge  them*  The 
contrary  pradice  prevails  in  democracies.  You 
(hall  induce  both  thefe  clafles  of  judges  to  be 
afliduous,  by  condemning  the  former  to  a  pecu^ 
iiiary  penalty  when  they  (hall  abfent  themfelves, 
and  granting  a  premium  for  attendance  to  the 
latter^. 

After  having  interefted  thefe  two  orderi  of 
citizens  in  the  good  of  the  ftate,  it  will  be  of 

m  "  •  ■!■  ■■     ■  ■■—■I         III         I  I      II— ^— — ^IB^M^W^B^^y^ 

^  Ariftot.  de  Rq>.  lib,  4,  cap.p^  p«  373, 
'  Id.  ibid.  cap.  15)  p.  382* 
<  ld.it)id»cap.9,  p,37^. 
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importance  to  ilifle  in  their  hearts  that  odious 
jivalry  which  has  been  the  deftrudlion  of  the: 
greater  parp  of  the  republics  of  Greece ;  and  this 
again  is  one  of  the  points  of  grea;eft  confequence. 
in  our  fyftem  of  Jegiflation* 

Endeavour  not  to  reconcile  cl^*ms  which  the. 
ambition  and  vices  of  the  two  parties  wiU  only 
eternize :   the  fingi?  n^^ns  to  deftrpy  them  is  to 
fevour  in  preference  the  middle  eftate*,  aad  to. 
render  it  as  powerful  as  po$ble%    Among  this 
clafs  Qf  pitizens  you  will  find  the  purefl  morals, 
and  greateft  regard  to  propriety  of  manners.  Con- 
tented with  their  Jot,   they  neither  experience 
themfelvesi  nor  caufe  others  to  feel^  that  contempt 
tuous  prjde  which  riches  infpire^  nor  the  low  envy 
which  is  ;he  o^spring  ot  want*     Great  cities,  in 
which  this  clafs  is  ^lie  mod  i^umerouSy  mufl:  be  lefs 
fubjed  to  feditions  than  fmall  ones ;  and  the  de- 
piocracy,  in  which  it  is  honoured,  more  diu*able 
than   the  oligarchy,  whiph  pjiys  it  but  littjc  re* 
fpeft  K     ' 

Let  the  principal  part  of  your  (olpnifts  be  of 
this  refpeflable  order ;  let  your  Jaws  render  them 
capable  of  receiving  every  honour  and  di(lin£tion/ 


f  By  tbiQ  middle  cftate»  Ariftotle  means  tbofe  wbo  enjoy  a 
poderate  foftunc.  Compare  what  he  fays  concerning  it  wiU| 
fhc  beginning  of  the  life  of  Solon,  by  Plutarch. 

«  Ariftot.  de  Rcp^  lib.  ^  cap*  ix,  p.  376.  Euripid.  {14 
jSuppIic.  Y,  Z%B* 

f  Ariftot.  ibid. 
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let  wife  inftttuciom  coQCinuaily  preferve  among 
them  the  ipirit  and  the  love  of  mediocrity,  and 
fuffer  them  to  have  the  greateft  weight  in  the 
afiemUy.  Their  preponderance  will  fecure  the 
fUte  from  the  defigning  d^fpotifm  of  the  rich, 
who  are  always  unwilling  to  obey,  and  the  blind 
defpotifm  of  the  poor,  who  are  ever  incapable  to 
command;  and  hence  it  will  refult,  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  nation,  ftrongly  attached  to  the 
government,  will  exert  all  its  efforts  to  enfure  its 
<{uration,  which  is  the  firft  element  and  beft  proof 
cfagood  conftitutien  K. 

In  every  republic,  a  citizen  becomes  culpable 
when  he  becomes  too  powerful.  If  your  laws  are 
unable  to  prevent  individuals  from  acquiring  too 
great  richer,  and  coUeding  around  them  fuch  a 
Bomber  of  partifans  as  may  render  them  formi« 
dable,  recourfe  fliall  be  had  to  the  oftracifm,  and 
&ey  ftiall  be  baniflied  for  a  certain  number  of 
years. 

The  oftracifm  is  a  violent  remedy  :•  it  is  per- 
haps unjuft,  and  too  often  employed  to  gratify 
pcrfonal  vengeance ;  but  it  is  fupported  by  great 
examples  and  authorities,  and,  in  the  cafe  fpeci- 
^ed,  is  the  only  refource  which  can  fave  the 
(late.  If,  neverthelefs,  a  man  (hould  arife,  who, 
by  the  fubltmity  of  his  virtues  alone,  ihall  attrad 
all  hearts  to  himfelf,  I  will  grant  that,  conform- 

ft  Ariflot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  4, cap.  12,  p.  377 i  lib. 5,  cap.9,  p.  4C0, 
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»bly  to  true  principles,  he  oug1it»  iafte&d  of  bekg 
profcrib4d>  to  be  placed  on  the  throne*. 
.  We  have  already  f^d^  that  youf  citizens  fliall  be 
either  young  men,  who  (halifervd  thftirciHintry  by 
their  val6ur,  or  ag^  men,  who>  after  haviog 
ferved  it,  (hall  dirftft.  it  by  their  cbunfels.  From 
this  latter  clafs  fliall  you  chodfe  the  prtefts;  for  k 
cannot  be  decent,  that  the  homage  of  a  free  peopfar 
ihould  be  offered  to  the  godis  by  hands  acci^med 
to  mechanic  and  fervile  labour '■• 

Public  repafts  (hall  be  ihftituted ;  for  nothit^ 
contributes  more  to  the  mainlte'nance  of  union  K 

All  the  lands  of  the  dace  (hall  be  divided  into 
two  portions;  the  one  defUned  td  fupply  the  neceT- 
fities  of  the  date,  and  the  other  tho(e  of  indivi- 
duals :  the  former  (hall  be  confecrated  to  the 
Maintenance  of  religious  w'orfliip,  and  the  public 
repafts ;  and  the  latter  (hali  be  only  poifefied  bf 
thofe  whom  I  have  di{lingui(hed  by  the  name  of 
citizens.  Both  (hall  be  cultivated  by  flaves  bfougfac 
irom  different  nations  ^ 

After  having  regulated  the  form  of  gdvernttient^ 

ydo  (hail  prepare  a  body  of  dvil  laws,  all  of  which 

(hall  have  a  proper  relation  to  "tKe  funcIatTieilCXi; 

and  tend  to  bind  and  ilrengthen  tbem# 

-     One  of  the  moft  eflcntial  will  be  that  which  re« 

k  Ariftot;  de  Rep.  lib.  3,  cap.  13,  p.  3541  dip*  179  p«  J^U 
*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  7,  cap.  9>  p.  4^6* 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  io>  pr  436. 
\  Id.  ibid,  cap*  10,  pr437r 
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gards  marriages.    The  couples  who  unite  fhall  ndf 
be  of  an  age  coo  difpropdrtionate  ",  as  nothing  caflr 
fnore  certainly  (bw  the  feeds  6f  difledfion  and  dif^ 
gull.   They  ihall  neither  be  too  young  nor  too  old/ 
as  nothing  contHbutes  more  than  futh  unions  to  the 
degeneracy  of  the  human  race.  Let  the  girls  marry 
JEit  about  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  the  men  Jtt  thirty- 
leveh,  or  nfearly  that  age*;  let  their  marriage  be 
celebrated  about  the  time  of  the  winter  folfticc^*  ^ 
let  them  be  permitted  to  expofe  their  children^ 
Iwhen  fhey  are  born  with  too  feeble  a  conftitution, 
or  other  too  manifeft  defeAs;  they  (h^l  alfo  bd 
permitted  to  expofe  them,  to  prevent  a  too  great 
lexcefs  of  population.     If  this  idea  be  repugnant 
to  the  charafter  of  the  natidn,  fix  At  lead  th« 
•number  of  children  in  each  family  j  and  if  the 
•parents  (hall  tranfgrefs  the  law,  let  it  be  ordained 
that  the  mother  (hall  deftroy  the  fruit  of  hef  body 
before  it  (hall  have  received  the  principles  of  life 
ind  fenfatioh.     Severely  profcri be  adultery,  and 
let  the  moft  rigorous  punifliments  (lamp  ignominy 
^n  thofe  who  (hall  diflionour  the  marriage  union  '• 
-     Ariftotle  afterward  enlarges  on  the  manner  ia 

^^mimmfm  n        ■        ■■■■!■■        ■..! ■■■      n     >«    .iwli       M^B       ■  ■■   ■   fc  .     i  ..rf 

^   >B  Ariftot.  de  Rcp«  lib.  7^  cap.  16,  p.  445^ 
B  Id.  ibid.  p.  446. 

•  W.  ibid. 

•  M.'Varffcntin,  in  a  memoir  prefcntei  lathe  Acstienij  of 
Sciences  at  otockholm,  in  1772,  has  (hewny  from  obfervationf 
ma^e  during  tbe  covrfe  of  fourteen  years^  that  more  children  are 
born  in  the  month  of  Septen\)»er  than  in  any  other  ZEonth  of  Uub 
year.     (Gazette  de  France,  de  28  Ao&t  1772O 

P  Ariftot.  ibid.  p.  447- 
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Which  the  citizen  (hould  be  educated.  He  takes 
him  in  the  cradle^  and  follows  him  through  the 
different  ages  of  life,  the  various  employments  of 
the  republic,  and  his  different  relations  with  fpciety.. 
He  treats  of  the  knowledge  with  which  his  mind 
ihould  be  enlightened,  and  the  virtues  that  (hould 
Be  inftilled  into  his  foul;  and,  infenfibly  unfolding 
to  his  eyes  the  chain  of  his  duties,  calls  bis  atten* 
tjon  at  the  fame  time  to  the  laws  which  oblige  hini; 
to  fulfil  them  *• 

.  I  have  now  given  fome  of  the  refleftions  of 
Ariilotle  on  the  befl:  form  of  government.  I  have 
above  given  a  fketch  of  the  republic  of  Plato "[-, 
^d  of  the  conditutions  of  Lycurgus  X  ^^  ^^ 
Solon  §•  Other  writers,  legiflators,  philofophers^ 
orators  and  poets,  have  publiflied  their  ideas  on 
this  important  fubjeft  J  but  it  would  be  infufferably 
tedious  to  analyfe  their  different  fyftems,  and  that 
Cndlefs  number  of  maxims  orqueftions  which  they 
have,  advanced  or  difcuffed.  We  will  therefore 
confine  ourfelves  to  the  few  principles  which  are 
coiomon  to  them  alls  or  wMch,  from  their  fingu* 
larity,  merit  to  be  felefted. 

Ariftotle  is  not  the  only  writer  who  has  given, 

— ^i**.— i— ^»*— ■*— ^— ^^— ^^■^^■^**^— '^^■^— ^— ^— ^■^^■■— — ^^     I— % 

*  This  part  of  the  work  is  now  loft;  but  it  is  eafy  to  judge, 
from  the  firft  chapters  of  the  eighth  book*  of  the  tnanner  ia 
which  Ariftotle  proceeded  in  the  remainder  of  his  treatife* 

+  S^  Chap.  LI V. 
-  t  8ec€hap.  XLV. 

S  See  latrodufiios,  p.  129,  aad  Oof*  XIV*  '' 
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lis  tfce  euloghmi  of  royalty.  Th*  ^catdr  p&it  of 
philofophers  have  acknowledged  the  cxfeellehci  6^ 
this  gbrernm^ht,  which  theyhftveamfidered,fome 
rfelativel/  tb  fdci^ty,  and  others  afe  it  has  relatioit 
t6  the  ^eYicValfyflrem  of  nature. 

The  tnoft  excellent  of  cdnlHtatrotis,  tay-  the 
former,  would  be  that  in  which  thB^fupreme  au- 
thttricy,  erpftMed  to  a  fingle  perfoii,-  fhonld  only 
be  elx'ercifed  according  to  laws  wifely  inftitoted  *  ? 
in  which  the  fovereign,  raifed  abdve  hre'ltibjeds 
aS  niuch  by  his  underflanding  and  hh  vTrtties*as  by 
hli  pbWer'%  fliould  \yt  i^erfuaded  that^te'himlHf/ 
like,  the  law,  only  €t&%  'for  the  hapjiinefs  of  hi  J 
^6ople»j  in  which  the  gdt'ernment  fhouW  infpire 
fear  and  rfefpeft,  both  al:  home  and  abroad,  not 
only  by  the  uniformity  of  it3  principle,  the  fecref/ 
df  its  enterprifes,  and  the  pr0mpth^fs  of  their  exe- 
cution*,, but  ftill  more  by  its  integrity  arid  good 
feith ;  for  the  word  of  the  prince  Ihould  be  mor^ 
to  be  relied  on  than  the  oath  of  dtHer  mett^.  ; 

Every  thing  in  nature,  fay  the  latter,  points  t(J 
unity.  Tlie  univetfe  is  governed  by  the  Supi'feild 
Bcin^*,  theceleftial  fpheresby To  mahy  genii  ratid 
the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  in  like  tnkhner,  (boold 


4. Flat,  lu  Polb«  t.  ii.  p.  301  et  50»» 
»  Ifo^r.  m1  Nicocl.  t.  u  p,,  56. 

*  Archyt.  ap.  Stob.  Senn.  44,  p.  314.  , 

*  Demofth.  dc  Falf.  Leg.  p.  jai.  ifocr,^W  NioodL  t-i  p-SJ* 
»  Ifocr.  ibid.  p';'63;    " .    S  \ .  t    -  •  \ 

^  £cphaat<ap.  Slob.  Serine  46,  p.  33^* 

%  Vc 
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be  guided  by  the  authority  of  fingle  fovereigns, 

who  may  maintain  in  their  refpedive  ftates  that 

harmony  which  reigns  throughout  all  nature.    But 

to  difcharge  the  duties  of  fo  exalted  a  flation^  they 

fliould  refledt  in  themfelves  the  virtues  of  that 

deity  of  whom  they  are  the  images  y,  and  govern 

their  fubjefts  with  the  tendcrnefs  of  a  father,  the 

careful  vigilance  of  a  paftor,  and  the  impartial. 

equity  of  the  law  *. 

-:v     Such  are,  in  part,  the  duties  which  the  Greeks 

annex  to  the  regal  power ;  and  as  they  have  al- 

moft  every  where  feen  princes  depart  from  them, 

they  only  ,con(ider  this  government  as  the  model 

which  a  legiflator  ought  to  propofe-to  himfelf,  to 

produce  only  one  general  will  from  all  the  wills  of 

iadividuals  ••    If  all  the  forms  of  government  ex* 

ifted  conformable  to  their  principles,  faid  Plato, 

the  monarchical  (hould  be  preferred ;  but  fince 

they  are  all  corrupted,  it  is  bcft  to  live  under  the 

democracy'*. 

What  then  is  the  conftitution  bed  adapted  to  a 
people  extremely  jealous  of  their  hbercy  ?  The 
mixed  government;  that  in  which  royalty,  arifto- 
cracyi  and  democracy  are  combined  bylaws  which 

7  £q>hant.  ap.  Stob.  Senn.  46,  p*  323  £1324.     Diotogea. 
ibid.  p.  330, 

*  Ecphant.  ibid.  p.  934. 

s  Plat,  in  Polit.  t*  it.  p.  301.     Hippod.  ap.  Stol>.  Serm.  41, 

p.  251*  • 

^  Plat.  ibid.  p.  3^3. 

Vol.  V.  T 
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reftorc  the  balance  of  power  whenever  it  inclines 
too  much  towards  any  one  of  thefe  forms  ••  As 
this  temperament  may  be  effeftcd  in  an  infinite 
divcrficy  of  modes,  hence  refults  that  endlefs  va* 
riety  which  is  found  in  the  conftitutions  of  nations 
and  the  opinions  of  philofophcrs. 

The  latter  are  much  better  agreed  on  the  necef- 
fity  of  eftablifhing  good  laws,  on  the  obedience 
which  they  require,  and  the  changes  which  they 
ought  fomctimes  to  undergo. 

As  it  is  not  given  to  any  lingle  mortal  to  main* 
tain  order  by  his  changeable  will  alone,  laws  are 
ncceflary  in  a  monarchy^;  for  without  fuch  a 
reftraint  every  government  becomes  tyrannicaL 

The  expreflion  that  the  law  is  the  foul  of  the 
ftate,  prcfents  a  very  juft  image  j  for,  in  faft,  if 
the  law  be  deftroyed,  the  ftate  becomes  only  a  life* 
iefs  body  ^ 

The  la^^  ought  to  be  dear,  precife,  relative  to 
the  climate^,  and  all  favourable  to  virtue •.  They 
(hould  leave  as  few  cafes  as  poflSble  to  thedecifioa 
of  the  judges^.     They  (hould  be  fevere,  but  the 

c  Archyt.  ap.  Stob.  Serm«4i9  p.  268.  Hippod.ibid.  p.  Ijx* 
Flat,  de  Leg.  lib.  3,  p.  693.  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  2,  cap.  6p 
p.  321 ;  lib.  4,  cap.  9»  p.  373. 

*  Archyt.  ap.  Stob.  Serm.  41,  p.  268.  Xenoph.  Manor, 
tib.  4»  p.  813.  Plat,  in  Polit.  t.  ii.  p.  276.  Biasap.  Hut.  t^ 
Sept.  Sapient.  CooTiv.  t.  ii.  p.  152. 

« .Dcoiofth.  ap.  Stob.  Serm.  4W  p«  270* 

'  Archyt.  ibid. 

t  Demoiih.  Epiftl  p.  198.  Id.  in  Timocr.  p.  784*  Sub^ 
p.  270. 

k  Ariftot.  Rhet.  lib.  h  cap*  i,  p.  513* 
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judges  (hoiild  never  be  fo  ^ ;  becaufe  it  is  better 
that  the  guilty  (hould  efcape  than  the  innocent 
be  condemned :  in  the  former  cafe  the  judgment 
is  an  error,  in  the  latter  an  impiety  \ 

Wc  have  feen  Orates  lofe  in  inaftion  that  fuperi* 
ority  which  they  had  i^pquired  hy  vidlories.  This 
proceeded  from  the  defcft  of  their  laws,  which  had 
hardened  them  to  endure  the  labours  of  war, 
but  not  armed  them  againil  the  fweets  of  tranquil- 
lity. A  legiflator  ought  lefs  to  beftow  his  atten* 
tion  on  a  date  of  war,  which  Ihould  be  traniient> 
than  on  the  virtues  which  may  teach  the  peaceable 
citizen  neither  to  fear  war  nor  make  an  improper 
ufc  of  peace  ^ 

The  multiplicity  of  laws  in  a  date  is  a  proof  of 
its  corruption  and  decline ;  and  that  from  this  rea- 
ibn,  that  the  fociety  would  be  mod  happy  in  which 
any  laws  whatever  fliould  be  unneceffary  "*. 

Some  have  wiflied  that  all  laws  (hould  be  pre* 
faced  by  an  explanation  of  their  motives  and  fpirit. 
Nothing,  fay  they,  can  be  more  ufcful  than  to  en* 
lighten  the  obedience  of  the  people,  and  to  fub* 
jed  them  by  perTuafion  be&re  they  are  intimidated 
by  menaces*. 

Others  confider  ignominy  as  the  moft  effeftual 

'  Ifaeut  ap»  Stob.  Serm.  46,  p.  137* 
^  Aotiph.  ap.  Stob»  p«  30^. 

1  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  7,  cap.  14,  p.  444 ;  capb  15,  p.  445. 
n  Arcefil.  ap.  Stob.  5erm.  41 ,  p.  248^    Ifocr.  Aregp.  t.  i* 
p.  33 1.    Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  3,  cap.  S7. 
»  Plat.  Ee  Leg.  libi  4,  t.  ii.  p.  719. 
T  a 
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puniftiment.     When  crimes  may  be  redeemed  by 
money,  men  become  accuftomed  to  affix  a  great 
value  to  wealth,  and  to  difregard  guilts 

The  more  laws  arc  excellent,  the  more  danger- 
ous is  it  to  (hake  off  their  yoke.  It  would  be 
better  for  a  flate  to  have  b^id  laws  which  (hould 
be  obeyed,  than  good  ones  which  (hould  remain 
without  effeft  *. 

Nothing  is  fo  dangerous  likewife  as  to  make 
frequent  changes  in  the  laws.  Among  the  Lo- 
crians  ',  he  who  advifed  to  abrogate  or  alter  any 
law,  mud  make  the  propofal  with  a  halter  round 
kis  neck,  and  forfeit  his  life  if  his  advice  were  dif- 
approved  *.  Among  the  fame  Locrians,  it  is  not 
permitted  to  torture  and  elude  the  laws  by  forced 
interpretations.  If  they  arc  equivocal,  and  one  of 
the  parties  thinks  himfelf  aggrieved  by  the  expla- 
nation given  of  them  by  the  magiftrate,  he  may 
cite  him  before  a  tribunal  conlifting  of  a  tboufand 
judges.  Both  muft  appear  with  the  cord  round 
their  neck,  and  death  muft  be  the  puniftiment  of 
him  whofe  interpretation  is  rejedcd^  Other  legif- 
lators  have  all  declared,  that  the  laws  ought  not  to 


,,f  Archyt.  ap.  Stob.  Scrm.  41,  p,  269. 
F  Thucyd.  lib.  3,  cap.  37.    Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  4,  cap.  S, 

P-372- 

«  Zaleuc.  ap.  Stob.  Serm.  42,  p.  280.    Demofth.  in  Timocr. 
p.  794, 

*  Sec  note  at  the  end  of  thcvoliunc. 


'  Polyb.lib.  12,  p.  661. 
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be  changed  but  with  the  utmoft  circumfpcdtion, 
and  in  cafes  of  extreme  neceffity. 

But  what  are  the  folid  foundations  of  the  tran- 
quillity and  happinefs  of  dates  ?  Not  the  laws 
which  regulate  their  confticution^  or  which  increafe 
their  power,  but  the  inftitutions  which  form  the 
citizens,  and  give  aftivity  to  their  minds;  not  thQ 
laws  which  difpenfe  rewards  and  punifhments,  but 
the  public  voice  when  it  makes  an  exaft  diftribu* 
tion  of  contempt  and  efteem '.  Such  is  the  una- 
nimous decifion  of  legillators  and  philofophers, 
of  all  the  Greeks,  and  perhaps  of  all  nations* 
When  the  nature,  advantages,  and  inconveniences 
of  the  different  forms  of  government  are  carefully 
inveftigatedj  we  (hall  find  that  the  difference  in  - 
the  manners  of  a  people  is  fufficient  to  deftroy  the 
beft  of  conftitutions,  or  to  reftify  the  moft  defec- 
tive. 

The  laws,  impotent  in  themfelves,  borrow  their 
power  folely  from  manners,  which  are  as  much 
above  diem  as  virtue  is  above  probity.  In  confe- 
quence  of  the  manners  of  a  people  is  it  that  what 
is  good  and  virtuous  is  preferred  to  Avhat  is  only 
juftj  and  what  is  juft  to  what  is  merely  ufeful. 
They  reftrain  the  citizen  by  the  fear  of  the  public 
opinion,  while  the  laws  only  terrify  him  by  the 
dread  of  punifliment  K 

Under  the  empire  of  manners  the  minds  of  men 

'  ■    '   .  .  !■  '  ■  '        f  ■  /  "        ' 

•  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  3,  t.  ii.  p.  697*    Ifocr.  Arcop.  t.  i,  p.  53 1* 
<  Hipped,  ap.  Slob.  p.  2499 

T3 
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will  difplay  elevation  rf  fentiment,  diflruft  of  their 
own  powers,  and  decency  and  fimpiicity  in  their 
adions.  A  certain  modefty  will  penetrate  them 
with  a  facred  reverence  for  the  gods,  the  laws,  the 
magiftrates,  the  paternal  power,  the  wilclom  of 
aged  perfons  •,  and  for  themfelves  (lill  more  than 
for  all  the  reft  \ 

Hence  refults  in  every  government  the  indif- 
penfable  necefTity  of  attending  to  the  education  of 
children  y,  as  a  moft  effential  objeft,  and  training 
them  up  in  the  fpirit  and  love  of  the  conftiturion, 
in  the  fimpiicity  of  ancient  times,  in  a  word,  in 
the  principles  which  ought  ever  after  to  regulate 
their  virtues,  their  Opinions,  their  fentiments,  and 
their  behaviour.  All  who  have  meditated  on  the 
art  of  governing  mankind,  have  been  convinced 
that^  the  fate  of  empires  depended  on  the  educa- 
tion given  to  youth*;  and  from  their  refleftions 
we  may  lay  it  down  as  an  evident  principle,  that 
education,  the  laws  and  manners  ought  never  to 
contradift  each  other*.  Another  principle  no 
lefs  certain  is,  that  in  all  ftates  the  manners  of  the 
people  are  conformable  to  thofc  of  their  governors^. 

»  Hat.  dc  Leg.  lib.  3,  t,  11.  p.  698  et  701. 
s  Democr.  ap«  Stob.  Senn.  44,  p.  310*  ^ 

7  Rut.  in  Euthypbr.  t.  i.  p.  2.    Ariftot.  dc  L«g.  Kb.  8» 
cap.  i,p.  449. 

*  Diotogen.  ap.  Stob.  p*  251. 

*  Hippod.  ibid.  p.  249. 

^  Ifoor,  ad  NicocL  t.  i*  p.  68.    iEfchlo.  in  Tim.  p.  290. 
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Zaieucus  and  Cbarondas^  not  (ktisfied  with  di- 
reding  to  the  maintenance  of  manners  the  greater 
part  of  the  laws  which  they  gave,  the  former  to 
the  Locriaas  of  luly  *,  and  the  latter  to  feverf  1 
fiates  of  Sicily,  have  placed  at  tlie  head  of  their 
reipe&ive  codes  ^y  a  chain  of  maxims  which  may  hfi 
con£dered  as  the  foun4ations  of  morality.  I  (hail 
h^e  give  fome  of  them,  more  clearly  to  (hew  i^ 
what  point  of  view  legiflation  was  formerly  conii- 
deredJ 

AU  the  citizens,  fays  Zaieucus',  (hould 
iirft  be  firmly  perfuaded  of  the  exiftence  of  the 
gods.  The  order  and  beauty  of  the  univerfe  muft 
foon  convince  them,  that  it  is  not  the  efied:  of 
blind  chance,  nor  the  work  of  man.  The  goc|s 
are  to  be  adored,  becaufe  they  are  the  authors  of 
all  r^  good.  Every  one,  therefore,  (hould  pre- 
pare and  purify  his  foul ;  &r  the  divine  being  is 
not  honoured  by  the  worlhip  of  the  wicked  man, 
nor  delighted  with  pompous  facrifices  and  mag* 
nificent  feftivals ;  his  approbation  can  only  be  ob- 
tained by  good  works,  by  a  virtue  conftant  in  its 
principles  and  its  effefks,  and  a  firm  refolution  to 


♦  According  to  Timaeiu,  Zaieucus  did  not  give  laws  to  the 
liocriant  (Cicer.  de  Leg.  lib.  2^  cap.  6»  t.  iii.  p.  141.  Id.  ad 
Attic,  lib.  6,  cp.  I,  t.  viii.  p.  161 )  ;  but  he  contradiAed  all  an- 
tiquity. 

«  Cicer.  de  Leff.  Kb.  2,  cap.  6,  t.Jii.  p.  141. 

<  Zakuc.  ap.  Stob.  Serin.  42,  p.  279  5  ct  ap.  Died.  Sic^ 
lib.  II,  p.  84.       , 

T4 
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prefer  jufticc  and  poveny  to  injuftice  and  igno* 

miny. 

If  among  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  men,  wo- 
men, citizens,  or  fojourners,  there  (hould  be  found 
any  who  reliOi  not  thefe  truths,  and  who  are  natu- 
rally inclined  to  evil,  let  them  remember,  that  no- 
thing can  fave  the  guilty  mortal  from  the  venge- 
ance of  the  gods ;  and  let  them  inccflantly  place 
before.their  eyes  the  final  moment  of  their  lives, 
that  moment  in  which  they  will  refle<9;  with  fo 
much  regret  and  remorfe  on  the  evil  which  they 
have  done,  and  the  good  which  they  have  neg- 
lefted  to  do. 

Every  citizen,  therefore,  in  all  his  aftions,  (bould 
continually  have  the  hour  of  death  prefent  to  his 
mind ;  and  whenever  the  malevolent  demon  (hall 
attempt  to  influence  him  to  evil,  let  him  fly  to  the 
temples,  to  the  feet  of  the  altars,  to  the  facred 
places,  and  implore  the  afliftance  of  the  gods.  Let 
him  likewife  have  recourfe  to  wife  and  good  men, 
who  will  fupport  his  weaknefs  by  a  reprefentation 
of  the  rewards  deftined  to  virtue,  and  the  woes 
'  which  are  the  confequence  of  injufliice. 

Reverence  your  parents,  your  laws,  your  magi- 
ftrates.  Love  your  coumry,  and  defire  not.  to 
change  it  for  another  ;  for  that  would  be  the  be- 
ginning of  treafon.  Speak  no  evil  of  any  one. 
^  The  guardians  of  the  laws  fhould  watch  over  and 
jeftrain  offenders ;  but,  before  they  punilh  them, 
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they  (hould  endeavour  to  reclaim  them  by  ad- 
vice. 

Let  the  magiftrates  in  their  judgments  forget 
their  individual  connexions  and  their  private  en* 
mities.  Slaves  may  be  fubjedted  by  fear,  but  friee 
men  ought  only  to  obey  jufticc. 

In  all  your  defigns  and  adlions,  fays  Charon- 
das*,  begin  by  imploring  the  affiftance  of  the 
gods,  who  are  the  authors  of  all  things  :  to  obtain 
it,  abftain  from  evil ;  for  there  is  no  fociecy  be- 
tween God  and  the  unjuft  man. 

Let  the  fame  affeftion  reign  between  individual 
citizens  and  thofe  who  are  at  the  head  of  the  go- 
vernment, as  between  children  and  their  parents. 

Sacrifice  your  life  for  your  country,  and  be 
perfuaded  that  it  is  better  to  die  with  honour  thaa 
to  live  in  ignominy.  Let  the  married  pair  mutu* 
ally  hold  facred  the  faith  they  have  vowed  to  each 
other. 

The  dead  arc  not  to  be  honoured  by  tears  and 
immoderate  grief,  but  by  the  remembrance  of 
their  virtues,  and  the  offerings  annually  made  at 
their  tombs. 

Let  young  perfons  (hew;  a  proper  deference  to 
the  advice  of  the  aged  who  are  attentive  to  defervc 
reverence  by  the  regularity  of  their  lives.  If  the 
latter  diveft  themfelves  of  modefty,  they  will  intro- 

f  Charond.  ap.  Stob*  Serm,  42,  p.  289% 
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duce  into  the  ftate  the  contempc  of  (hame,  mid  aU 
its  confequcnt  vices. 

Dcteft  infamy  and  falfeliood;  love  virtue;  fre* 
queot  the  company  of  thofe  who  praftife  it;  and 
aipirc  to  the  h^eft  perfc&ion  by  becoming  the 
truly  good  and  virtuous  man.  Fly  to  the  fuccour 
of  the  oppreffed  citizen  ;  relieve  the  wrecchedoefs 
erf  the  poor,  provided  it  be  not  the  fruit  of  idlenefs. 
Defpife  him  who  renders  himfelf  the  ilave  of  his 
riches,  and  ftigmatife  with  ignominy  the  citizen 
who  eredls  for  hinxfelf  a  more  magnificent  dwell- 
ing than  the  public  edifices.  Let  your  language 
be  regulated  by  decency;  reilrain  your  anger^  and 
utter  not  imprecations  even  ^ainft  thofe  who  have 
done  you  an  injury. 

Let  all  die  citizens  conunually  have  thefe  pre* 
cepts  prefent  to  their  memory;  and^  on  the  days  of 
the  fdlivals,  let  them  be  recited  aloud  during  the 
public  entertainments,  that  they  may  be  dill  more 
deefJy  imprefled  on  all  minds. 
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CHAP.        LXIII. 

Viotrfjius  King  cf  Sicily  4U  Corinth.      Exploits  of 
TimoUan. 

ON  our  return  to  Athens,  after  an  abfencc  of 
eleven  years,  we  feemed,  fo  to  fpeak,  to  ar- 
rive there  for  the  firft  time.  Death  had  deprived 
us  of  many  of  our  friends  and  acquaintances; 
ivhole  families  had  difappeared,  and  others  arifen 
in  their  place ;  we  Were  received  like  ftrangers  in 
houfes  where  we  had  before  been  intimate  :  every 
where  we  found  the  fame  ftage,  but  other  adors. 

The  forum 'inceffantly  refounded  with  com- 
plaints againfl  Philip,  which  were  a  fubjeft  of 
alarm  to  forac,  but  heard  widi  indifference  by 
others"*.  Demofthenes  had  not  long  before  ac- 
cufed  -ffiifchines  of  having  taken  bribes  of  Philip, 
when  he  was  fent  into  Macedonia  to  conclude  the 
late  peace;  and  as  jEfchines  had  extolled  the 
modefty  of  the  ancient  orators,  who,  when  they 
harangued  the  people,  avoided  all  extravagant 
gcftures;  No,  no,  exclaimed  Demofthenes,  it  is 
not  in  the  affembly  of  the  people,  but  when  we  arc 

■  Dcinofih.de  Falf*  Leg.  p«  jaz  et  327. 
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fent  on  an  cmbafly,  that  we  ought  to  hide  our 
hands  under  our  cloaks".     This  ftroke  oPplca- 
fantry  was  received  with  applaufe ;  the  accufa^ion 
however  had  no  fuccefs. 

We  were  for  fome  time  overwhelmed  with  quef- 
tions  concerning  Egypt  and  Perfia.  I  afterwards  re- 
fumed  my  former  refearches. .  One  day,  as  I  croffed 
the  forum,  I  faw  a  great  number  of  enquirers 
after  news  going  and  coming  in  great  agitation, 
and  feemingly  unable  fuiEciently  to  exprefs  their 
furprife.  I  drew  near  to  them,  and  enquired  what 
had  happened. — I  was  anfwered,  .Dionyfius  is  at 
Corinth. — WhatDionyfius  ? — The  king  of  Sicily, 
once  fo  powerful  and  formidable.  Timoleon  has 
driven  him  from  the  throne,  and  obliged  him  to 
embark  on  board  a  galley,  which  has  brought  him 
to  Corinth^.  He  has  arrived  *  without  efcort, 
friends,  or  relations :  he  has  loft  every  thing  ex- 
cept the  memory  of  what  he  was. 

This  news  was  foon  after  confirmed  to  me  by 
Euryalus,  whom  I  found  at  the  houfe  of  ApoUo- 
dorus.  He  was  a  Corinthian  with  whom  I  was 
intimate,  and  who  had  formerly  had  connexions 
with  Dionyfius.  He  was  to  return  to  Corinth 
fome  months  after,  and  I  refolved  to  accompany 


»  Dcmofth.  dc  Falf.  Leg.  p.  332. 

•  Plut.  in  Tim.  t.  i.  p.  242.     Juftin.  Ub.  21,  cap.  5.    DIod. 
SK:.  lib.  16,  p.  464. 

*  The  year  343  before  Cbrift. 
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him^  to  contemplate  at  leifure  one  of  the  moft 
fingular  phaenomena  of  Fortune. 

On  our  arrival  in  that  city,  we  found  at  the 
door  of  a  tavern*  a  fat  man  ',  in  a  mean  drefs,  to 
whom  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  feemed  to  give, 
from  pity,  the  wine  that  had  been  left  in  fomc 
bottles:  fome  women  of  diflblute  life  attacked  him 
with  grofs  jokes^  at  which  he  laughed,  and  aDfwered 
them  in  the  fame  ftyle;  and  his  pleafantries  divert* 
cd  the  populace  who  were  gathered  round  him^. 

Euryalus  propofed  to  me,  I  know  not  under 
what  pretext,  to  alight  from  our  carriage,  and  not 
to  leave  this  man.  We  followed  him  to  a  place 
where  fome  women,  who  were  to  fing  in  the  cho- 
rufes  at  an  approaching  feftival,  were  cxercifed 
previous  to  their  appearance  in  public  He  oude 
them  repeat  their  parts,  directed  them  in  the  ma« 
nagement  of  their  voices,  and  difputed  with  them 
.  on  the  manner  in  which  certain  paflTages  ought  to 
be  given'.  He  thence  went  to  a  perfumer's, 
wliere  we  unexpeftedly  faw  the  philofophcr  Dio* 
genes,  and  the  mufician  Ariftoxenus  *,  who  had 
arrived  at  Corinth  a  few  days  before.  The  for- 
mer, approaching  the  ftranger,  faid  to  him :  You 
do  not  defcrve  what  has  befallen  you. — Do  you 


P  Juftin.  lib.  2I9  cap.  2. 
^  Piut.  in  TimoL  t.  i.  p.  242. 
'  Id.  ibid. 

*  No  doubt  the  fame  who  was  the  author  of  a  treatife  oq 
nufic,  ilill  extant,  and  inferted  in  the  CoUeAion  of  Meibonuut. 
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then  cotnpaffionate  my  misfortunes  ?  replied  the 
unhappy  man.'  I  thank  you  for  your  kindnefs. — ^I 
compaffionate  thy  misfortunes!  replied  Diogenes; 
thou  art  much  miftaken,  vile  ilave !  thou  oughteft 
to  live  and  die^  like  thy  father,  a  prey  to  all  the 
terrors  which  tyrants  (hould  feel ;  and  my  indig- 
nation rifes  to  fee  thee  in  a  city  where  thou  mayeft 
yet,  without  fear,  enjoy  fome  pleafures*. 
-  What,  faid  I  to  Euryalus,  with  the  utmoft  afto- 
ni(hment,  is  this  the  king  of  Syracufe }  It  is,  re- 
plied he,  but  he  does  not  know  me ;  his  fight  is 
impaired  by  exceffive  drinking ' :  let  us  liften  to 
the  remainder  of  the  converfation.  Dionyfius 
fupported  his  part  in  it  with  equal  wit  and  mode* 
ration.  Ariftoxenus  aiked  him  the  reafon  of  the 
difgrace  of  Plato.  A  tyrant,  anfwered  he,  is 
befieged  by  every  kind  of  evil,  and  the  moft 
dangerous  is,  tliat  his  friends  will  conceal  from  him 
the  truth.  I  liftened  to  their  advice,  and  obliged 
Plato  to  leave  my  court.  What  was  the  confe- 
quence  ?  I  was  king  of  Syracufe,  and  now  am  a 
fchoolmafter  at  Corinth  *.  In  faft,  we  more  than 
once  faw  him  in  a  crofs-way,  teaching  children  the 
principles  of  grammar  •. 

•  Plut.  in  Tim.  t.  i.  p.  243. 

t  Ariftot.  et  TbeopoBop.  ap.  Athen.  lib«  iq»  p.  4J9»  Juftin. 
lib.  2i,cap«  1. 

"  Plat,  in  Tim.  t.  i.  p*  243. 

*  Ciccr.  Tufcul.  lib.  5,  cap.  12,  t.  ii.  p.  310.  Id.  ad  Famll. 
lib.  9,  epift.  18,  t.  vii.  p.  317.  Tuftin.  lib.  21,  cap.  5.  Ludan. 
Smnn.  cap.  23,  t*  ii*  p.  737.  Val*  Max.  lib*  6,  cap.  9.  Extern* 
No.  tf  * 
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The  fame  motive  which  had  induced  me  to  go 
to  Corinth  daily  brought  thithef  a  number  of 
ftrangcrs ;  fome  of  whom,  at  the  fight  of  this  un- 
happy prince,  manifeflted  emotions  of  pity  y ;  but 
the  greater  part  dwelt  with  pleafure  on  a  fpeftaclc 
which  the  circumftances  of  the  times  rendered  more 
interefting.  As  Philip  fecmed  to  be  on  the  pcnnc 
of  enilaving  Greece,  they  fatiated  on  the  king  of 
Sicily  that  hatred  which  they  had  conceived  againft 
the  king  of  Maccdon.  The  inftru&ive  example 
of  a  tyrant  fuddenly  plunged  into  the  loweft  humi- 
liation, was  foon  the  only  confolation  erf"  thofc 
haughty  republicans.  Some  time  after,  the  Lace- 
daemonians returned  no  other  anfwer  to  the  me- 
naces of  Philip  than  thefe  energetic  words,  Dfo;5r- 
fius  is  at  Corinth  *. 

We  con verfed  feveral  times  with  Dionyfius.  He 
freely  confeffed  his  faults,  no  doubt  becaufe  it  had 
coft  him  little  to  commit  them.  Euryalus  wilhed 
to  know  what  he  thought  of  the  homage  that  had 
been  rendered  him  at  Syracufe.  I  entertained  at 
my  court,  anfwered  he,  a  number  of  fophifts  and 
poets;  I  had  no  efteem  for  tliem,  but  they  acquired 
ihe  a  great  charafter  •.  My  courtiers  perceived 
that  my  fight  began  to  grow  weak,  and  they  be- 
came, as  I  may  fay,  toully  blind.    They  could 


J  Plut.  in  Tim.  t,i.  p.  242. 

<  Detnetr,  Phal.  de  £Ioc.  cap«8« 

*  PUt*  Apophth.  t.  ii.  p.  1 76* 
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no  longer  fee  any  thing :  when  they  met  in  my 
prefence,  they  ran  one  againft  the  other ;  and  at 
our  entertainments  I  was  obliged  to  guide  their 
hands^  with  which  they  Teemed  to  feel  about  the 
table  ^#  And  were  you  not  offended  at  this  mean- 
nefs?  faid  Euryalus.  Sometimes,  replied  Dionyfius, 
but  it  is  fo  fweet  to  pardon  !  7 

At  this  moment,  a  Corinthian,  who  affefted  tqr 
be  witty,  and  whofe  honefty  was  fufpefted,  ap- 
peared at  the  threfliold  of  the  door,  and,  to  fliew 
that  he  had  not  a  poniard  concealed  under  his 
robe,  (hook  it  feveral  times,  as  thofe  do  who  are 
admitted  into  the  prefence  of  tyrants.  That  cere- 
mony, faid  Dionyfius  to  him,  would  be  better 
placed,  were  you  to  obfcrve  it  when  you  leave  us  •. 

A  fliort  time  after,  another  perfon  came  in  and 
fatigued  him  with  his  importunities.  Dionyfius 
whifpered  us,  with  a  figh :  Happy  are  thofe  who 
have  learned  to  fuffcr  from  their  childhood  ^  ! 

Similar  infults  were  every  moment  repeated, 
and,  indeed,  he  himfeif  appeared  to  feek  them.  He 
paffed  his  life  in  taverns,  in  the  ftrects,  and  among 
the  loweft  of  the  people,  whom  he  had  made  the 
companions  of  his  pleafures.  It  was  eafy  at  once 
to  difcern  in  him  the  low  propenfities  which  he 

^  Theophr.  ap.  Athen*  lib.  lo,  p.  439.    Plut.  de  AduL  t.  ii» 

?•  53* 

«  -ffilian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  4,  cap.  18.    Plut.  in  Timol.  1. 1. 

'  Stob.Senn.  iio,p*$S2» 

7  had 
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lad  received  from  nature,  and  the  elevated  fenti- 
ments  which  he- derived  from  his  former  condition. 
He  fpoke  like  a  wife  many  but  afted  like  a  fooL 
I  was  unable  to  explain  the  myftery  of  his  con- 
dud.  A  Syracufan  who  had  obferved  him  with 
attention  faid  to  me  :  His  mind  is  too  feeble  and 
trivial  for  him  to  behave  with  greater  propriety 
in  adverfity  than  in  profperity ;  and  he  is  beiides 
ienfible  that  the  fight  of  a  tyrant,  even  though  he 
is  dethroned,  excites  diftruft  and  fear  in  free  citi- 
zens. Should  he  prefer  obfcurity  to  that  meannefs 
by  which  he  now  degrades  himfelf,  his  tranquillity 
would  be  fufpefted  by  the  Corinthians,  who  fa- 
voured the  revolt  of  Sicily.  He  fears  left  they 
Ihould  imagine  there  is  reafon  to  fear  him,  and 
faves  himfelf  from  their  hatred  by  courting  their 
contempt «. 

The  latter  he  had  completely  acquired  during* 
my  ftay  at  Corinth,  and  afterward  amply  merited 
that  of  all  Greece.  Whether  from  wretchednefs 
or  derangement  of  mind,  he  joined  a  company  of 
the  priefts  of  Cybele,  and  went  with  them  from 
town  to  town,  with  a  tympanum  in  his  hand,  fing- 
ing  and  dancing  round  the  image  of  the  goddefs, 
and  begging  from  the  by-ftanders  a  trifling  alms  ^ 

Before  he  afted  a  part  in  thefe  low  fcenes,  he 

-■     -  .-■-..  _  ^       — ^ 

•  Juilin.  lib.  21,  cap.  ^.    Hut.  in  Timol.  t.  i.  p.  242. 
f  ^iian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  9,  cap.  8.    Athen.  lib.  X2,  cap.  IX, 
p.  541.    Euftath.  ia  Odjlf.lib.  10,  p.  1824, 

Vot.  V.  U 
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had  obtained  permiffion  to  leave  Corinth,  •  ana 
travel  through  Greece.  The  king  of  Macedon 
received  him  with  diftinftion ;  and,  in  their  firft 
converfation,  Philip  aiked  him,  how  it  had  hap- 
pened that  he  had  loft  that  kingdom  of  which  his 
father  had  kept  pofleffion  for  fo  long  a  time. 
<*  Becaufe/*  replied  he,  **  I  inherited  the  power 
pf  my  father,  but  not  his  fortune  S;"  A  Corinthiaa 
had  before  put  to  him  the  fame  queftion,  and 
he  had  then  anfwered :  "  When  my  father  afcended 
the  throne,  the  people  were  tired  of  the  democracy; 
when  they  drove  me  from  it,  they  were  weary  of 
tyranny  **."  One  day,  at  the  table  of  the  king  of 
Macedon,  the  converfation  turned  on  the  poetry 
of  Dionyfius  the  elder ;  when  Philip  afleed  him,. 
what  time  his  father  could  find  to  compofe  fo  great 
a  number  of  works:  "  That,"  replied  he,  *^  which 
jou  and  I  pafs  here  in  drinking  */' 

We  have  feen  above  *,  that,  after  the  death  of 
his  brother,  Timoleon  had,  for  fome  time,  left 
Corinth,  and  for  ever  renounced  public  affairs.  He 
had  paffed  near  twenty  years  in  this  voluntary 
exile ^,  when  the  people  of  Syracufe,  no  longer- 
able  to  refift  their  tyrants,  implored  the  aid  of  the 
Corinthians,  from  whom  they  derived  their  origin* 

E  iElian.  Var.  Hift.lib.  12,  cap.  60. 

»»  Plut.  Apophth.  t.  ii.  p.  176. 

»  Id.  in  Timol.  t.  u  p.  243. 

*  See  Chap.  IX. 

^  Plut*  ia  Timol,  t.  i»p,  z^S^ 
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The  latter  refolved  to  levy  troops ;  but  as  they 
heficated  concerning  the  choice  of  a  general,  fome 
unknown  perfon  by  chance  mentioned  Timoleon, 
and  his  name  wais  immediately  re-cchodd  with  uni- 
Verfal  acclamation  \  The  profccutibn  formerly 
commenced  againft  him  had  only  been  fufpended, 
and  the  judges  now  rqTolved  that  the  decifioA 
ihould  be  referred  to  himfelfi  Timoleon,  faid 
they  to  him,  according  to  the  manner  in  which 
you  cortduA  yourfelf  on  the  prefent  occafion,  we 
fliall  conclude  that  you  have  put  to  death  a  brother 
or  a  tyrant  ™* 

The  Syracufans  believed  themfelves  deftitute  of 
all  refource.  Icetas,  the  chief  of  the  Lebntines, 
whofe  fuccour  they  had  demanded,  thought  only 
of  enflaving  them,  and  had  entered  into  an  alliance 
with  the  Carthaginians.  Mailer  of  Syfacufe,  he 
held  Dionyfius  befieged  in  the  citadel,  and  the 
fleet  of  Carthage  cruifcd  near  the  harbouf  to  inter- 
cept that  of  Corinth.  In  the  interior  parts  of  the 
ifland,  a  fatal  experience  had  taught  the  Grecian 
cities  to  diftruft  all  who  were  eager  to  offer  them 
aid\ 

Timoleon  fet  fail  with  ten  galleys  and  a  fmall 
faurtiber  of  foldiers  ^,  and,  efcaping  the  Carthagi-. 

nian  fleet,  arrived  in  Italy,  and  thence  proceeded 

•"  -  "■  -  ■  ■  

>  Plut.  in  Timol.  t.  i.  p.  237. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  338^     Diod.  Sic.  lib.  169  p.  459* 

*  Plut.  ibid.  p.  241.     Diod.  Sic.  ibid.  p.  46 1« 

*  Plut.  ibid.  p.  239.    Diod«  Sic.  ibid.  p.  462 

U  z 
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to  Tauromenium  in  Sicily.  Between  that  city 
and  Syracufe  is  the  city  of  Adranum^  fome  of  the 
inhabitants  of  which  had  invited  Icetas>  and  others 
Timoleon ;  who  both  marched  at  the  fame  time, 
the  former  at  the  head  of  five  thoufand  men,  and 
the  latter  with  twelve  hundred*  At  the  diftance 
of  thirty  fladia  from  Adranum,  Timoleon  learned 
that  the  troops  of  Icetas  had  arrived,  and  were 
preparing  to  encamp  around  the  city.  Imme- 
diately he  haftened  his  march,,  and  fell  on  them 
with  fuch  impetuoiity,  and  in  fuch  good  order, 
that  they  fled  without  reiiftance,  leaving  him  maf- 
ter  of  their  camp,  their  baggage,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  prifoners. 

This  fuccefs  immediately  changed  the  difpofi* 
tion  of  men's  minds,  and  the  face  of  affairs.  The 
revolutipn  was  fo  rapid  that  Timoleon,  within 
fifty  days  after  his  arrival  in  Sicily,  faw  the  differ- 
ent dates  of  that  iiland  court  his  alliance^  fome  of 
the  tyrants  join  their  forces  to  his  %  and  Dionyfius 
himfelf  furrender  at  difcretion,  and  give  up  to  him 
the  citadel  of  Syracufe  with  the  treafures  and  troops 
which  he  had  colleded. 

It  is  not  my  intention  minutely  to  defcribe  all 
the  circumftances  of  this  glorious  expeditions  I 
(hall  only  fay,  that  if  Timoleon,  while  yet  young, 
fhewed  in  battle  the  maturity  of  an  advanced  age, 

r  Pluu  in  Timol.  t.  x.  p.  241  et  ^43.    Diod.  Sic.  li|b.  169 
p.  463,    • 
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he  exhibited  in  the  decline  of  life  all  the  warmth 
and  adivity  of  youth  *  j  that  he  difplaycd  all  the 
talents  and  qualities  of  a  great  general ;  that,  at 
the  head  of  a  fmall  number  of  troops,  he  delivered 
Sicily  from  the  tyrants  by  which  it  was  oppreflcd, 
and  defended  it  againft  a  power  dill  more  formi* 
dable  that  wiflied  to  enflave  it;  that,  with  fix 
thoufand  men,  he  put  to  flight  an  army  of  feventy 
thoufand  Carthaginians  ^ ;  and,  in  a  word,  that  his 
plans  were  formed  with  fo  much  wifdom,  that  he 
appeared  to  be  the  mafter  of  fortune,  and  to  difpofe 
at  pleafure  of  events. 

But  the  glory  of  Timoleon  confijds  not  in  this 
continuance  of  rapid  fuccefs,  which  he  himfelf  at- 
tributed to  fortune,  and  the  luftre  of  which  he 
transferred  to  his  country*;  it  is  founded  on  a 
fucceflion  of  conqucfts  more  worthy  of  the  grati- 
tude of  men. 

The  fword  had  deflxoyed  one  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Sicily,  and  great  numbers  of  thdfe  who 
remained,  flying  from  the  oppreflion  of  their 
tyrants,  were  difperfed  throughout  Greece,  in  the 
iflands  of  the  iBgean  fea,  and  on  the  coafts  of  Alia. 
Corinth,  animated  with  the  fame  fpirit  as  her  gene- 
ral, engaged  them  by  her  deputies  to  return  to 
their  country.      She  fupplied  them  with  fliipsj 


%  Plut.  in  Timol,  t.  i.  p.  237. 
r  Id,  ibid.  p.  248.    Diod.  Sic.  lib.  1 69  p.  471* 
•  Flut.  ibid.  p.  250  et  253. 
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leader$,  an  efcortj  and,  on  their  arrival  in  Sicily*, 
allotted  lands  to  be  divided  among  them.  At  - 
the  fame  time  heralds  proclaimed,  on  the  part  of 
the  Corinthians,  at  the  folemn  games  of  Greece, 
that  they  acknowledged  the  independence  of  Syra* 
cufe  and  of  all  Sicily  K 

At  thefe  (houts  of  liberty,  which  refounded  like* 
wife  throughout  all  Italy,  fix  thoufand  men  re* 
paired  to  Syracufe ;  fome  to  enjoy  there  the  rights 
of  citizens,  and  others  to  be  difbibuted  in  the  in^ 
terior  parts  of  the  ifland  \ 

The  form  of  government  had  recently  under- 
gone frequent  revolutions*,  and  the  laws  had  loft 
their  vigour.  The  latter  had  been  drawn  up  fop 
the  Syracufans  by  an  affembly  of  enlightened  men^ 
at  the  head  of  whom  was  that  Diodes,  to  whofe 
memory  a  temple  was  erefted,  which  the  elder 
Dionyfius  caufed  to  be  demoliflied.  This  fevcrc 
legiflator  had  forbidden  any  perfon  to  appear  with 
arms  in  the  forum,  under  pain  of  death.  Some 
time  after,  the  enemy  having  made  an  incuriion 
into  the  environs  of  Syracufe,  he  left  his  houfe  with 
a  fword  in  his  hand ;  and,  learning  at  the  fame 
time  that  there  was  a  tumult  in  the  forum,  he  im- 
mediately ran  thither,  without  thinking  of  the 
weapon  he  carried  with  him;  on  which  fome  perfon 

'  Plut.  in  Timol.  1. 1.  p.  247.   Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16,  p.  47a^ 
»  Plut.  ibid.     Diod.  ibid.  p.  473  ;  lib.  19,  p.  652. 
^  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5,  cap.  41 1.  ii.  p.  390. 
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exclaimed :  You  have  abrogated  your  own  law. 
Say  rather  I  have  confirmed  it,  anfwcred  he,  and 
inftantly  plunged  his  fword  into  his  breaft  !• 

His  laws  eftablifhed .  the  democracy  ;  but,  to 
corredt  the  vices  of  this  government,  they  punilhed 
with  rigour  every  fpecies  of  injuftice,  and,  that  no- 
thing might  be  left  to  the  caprice  of  judges,  pro- 
Tided  as  much  as  poffible  a  decifion  for  each  con- 
teftation,  and  a  punifhmenr  for  every  offence.  Yet, 
befides  that  they  are  written  in  old  language,  their 
extreme  precifion  occafions  obfcurity.  Timoleon 
revifed  them,  in  conjunftion  with  Cephalus  and 
Dionyfius,  two  Corinthians,  whom  he  had  invited 
to  affift  him  •.  Thofe  which  related  to  individuals 
were  preferved  with  explanations  that  might  deter* 
mine  their  meaning ;  thofe  that  regarded  the  con- 
ftitution  were  amended,  and  lie  licentioufnefs  of 
the  people  repreffed  without  detriment  to  their  li- 
berty. To  enfurc  to  them  the  perpetual  enjoy- 
ment of  that  liberty,  he  invited  them  to  deftroy 
all  thofe  citadels  whigh  had  become  the  haunts  of 
tyrants  \ 

The  powerful  republic  of  Carthage  forced  to 
fue  for  peace  to  the  Syracufans;  the  oppreflbrs 
of  Sicily  fucceffively  extirpated  j  her  cities  reftored 
to  their  former  fplendour ;  her  fields  covered  with 

y  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  13,  p.  162. 

»  Plut.  in  Timol.  p.  248.  Diod.  Sic,  Kb,  13,  p.  263  ;  lib,  16, 


Pf47V 
»  t^ep.  ia 


Timol,  cap.  3. 
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harvefts ;  a  flourifhing  commerce^  concordj  and 
happincfs ;  fuch  were  the  benefits  which  Timoleon 
diffufcd  over  that  beautiful  country  **,  and  fuch  tho 
fruits  which  he  himfclf  gathered. 

Having  voluntarily  returned  to  the  condition  of 
a  private  individual^  he  faw  the  refpedt  paid  to 
him  increafe  from  day  to  day.  The  people  of 
Syracufe  obliged  him  to  accept  in  their  city  a 
didinguifhed  houfe^  and  an  agreeable  retreat  ia 
the  envirgnsy  where  he  pafled  his  days  in  peace 
with  his  wife  and  children^  whom  he  had  fent 
for  from  Corinth  t  He  there  inceffantly  received 
the  tribute  of  efteem  and  gratitude  which  was 
paid  to  him  by  the  Syracufans,  who  confidered 
him  as  their  fecond  founder.  Whatever  treaties 
or  regulations  were  made  throughout  Sicily^  he  was 
reforted  to  from  every  place,  that  they  might  bo 
fubmitted  to  his  judgment  and  experience,  apd 
nothing  was  done  without  his  approbation  *. 

In  the  latter  part  of  bis  life  he  loft  his  fight  K 
The  Syracufans,  more  affedted  at  his  misfortune 
than  he  was  himfelf,  redoubled  their  refpeft  and 
attention.  They  brought  foreigners  who  vifited 
their  country  to  fee  him :  Behold,  faid  they,  our 
benefaftor  and  our  father !  H^  has  preferred  to 
the  fplendid  triumph  which  awaited  him  at  Co- 
rinth, to  the  glory  which  he  would  have  acquired 

■  ■I  "■  ■■'■■■    IIIW> 

^  Diod,  Sic.  lib.  16,  p.  473, 
•  Plut.  in  TimoK  1. 1.  P-  2339 
f  Nep,  ill  Timol,  cap,  ^, 
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in  Greece,  the  plcafure  of  living  in  the  midft  of 
bis  children^.  Titnoleon  returned  to  the  culow 
giums  they  lavilhed  on  him  only  this  modeft  an* 
fwer ;  **  The  gods  had  decreed  to  fave  Sicily  :  I 
thank  them  that  they  chofe  me  to  be  the  inftru- 
ment  of  their  goodnefs '." 

The  love  of  the  Syracufans  for  their  deliverer 
was  ftill  more  confpicuous  when  any  important 
queftion  was  to  be  difcuffed  in  the  general  afTenii- 
bly.  Deputies  were  fent  to  requeft  his  prefence  ; 
he  came  in  a  chariot;  and  the  moment  he  appeared 
all  the  people  faluted  him  with  loud  (houts.  Ti* 
moleon  faluted  them  in  return;  and,  after  the 
tranfports  of  joy  and  afFedlion  had  fubfided,  in- 
formed himfelf  of  the  fubjedt  of  their  deliberations, 
and  gave  his  opinion,  which  the  whole  affembly 
adopted  in  their  fuffrages.  On  his  return  he  again 
croffed  the  forum,  followed  by  the  fame  acclama* 
tions  till  he  was  out  of  fight  •. 

The  Syracufans  never  believed  they  had  fuffi* 
ciently  exprefled  their  gratitude.  They  decreed 
that  his  birth-day  Ihould  be  celebrated  asafeftival, 
and  that  they  (hould  requeft  a  general  from  Co^ 
rinth  whenever  they  were  engaged  in  a  war  with 
a  foreign  nation  ^. 

"v  • f    >  >% 

•  Plut,  m  Timol,  U  1.  p.  354* 

^  Nep.  in  Timol«  cap.  4* 

«  Plut.  ibid. 

^  lif  ibid»    Nep.  iq  TImoIf  9s^p,  5« 
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At  his  death,  the  pubUc  grief  only  found  confo^' 
Ution  in  the  honours  beftowed  on. his  memory* 
Time  was  allowed  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  neigh- 
bouring  cities  to  repair  to  Syracufe,  to  be  prcfent 
at  the  funeral  ceremonies.  Youths,  chofen  by  lot, 
bore  on  their  (houlders  the  body  extended  on  ^ 
(pouch  richly  ornamented.  An  innumerable  mul- 
titude of  m^n  and  women  followed,  crowned  with 
flowers,  habited  in  white  robes,  and  making  the 
air  refound  with  the  name  and  praifes  of  Timoleon ; 
but  their  groans  and  tears  dill  more  evinced 
their  afFedion  and  their  grief. 

When  the  body  wi^  laid  on  the  funeral  pile,  a 
herald  read  with  a  loud  voice  the  following  decree : 
•*  The  people  of  Syrapufc,  in  gratitude  to  Timo* 
Icon,  who  deftroyed  their  tyrants,  conquered  the 
barbarians,  reftore4  feveral  great  cities,  and  gave 
laws  to  the  Sicilians,  have  refolved  to  confecrate 
two  hundred  minae  to  his  funeral,  and  annually 
to  honour  his  memory  by  muiical  competitions^ 
borfc-races,  and  ^mnaftic  games  \** 

Other  generals  have  iignalized  themfelves  by 
inorc  fplendid  conquefts,  but  none  ever  performed 
nftions  fo  truly  gre^t.  H?  undertook  the  war  to 
effed  the  deliverance  of  Sicily,  and,  when  he  had 
completed  his  defign>  had  no  other  ambition  than 
to  be  beloved. 

*-  ■  '  '  ■  Jit 

}  Plut.  in  Timol.  t.  i.  p.  255^ 
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He  caufed  the  fovereign  authority,  while  he  wa$ 
invcfted  with  it,  to  be  univerfally  refpeded  and 
honoured  ;  and^  when  he  had  refigned  it,  paid  it 
equal  reverence  with  th?  other  citizens.  One 
day,  in  full  affembljfo  two  orators  dared  to  accufe 
l|im  of  malverfation  in  the  employments  he  h^d 
held ;  and  when  the  people  rofe  etgainft  them  with 
indignation,  Timoleon  reftraiped  them,  faying; 
^^  I  have  only  undergone  fo  many  labours,  and 
braved  fucb  various  dangers,  to  enable  the  meanefl; 
Citizen  to  defend  the  laws>  and  freely  to  declare 
his  opinion  ^/' 

He  exercifed  over  all  hearts  an  abfolute  domi- 
nion, becaufe  he  was  mild,  modeft,  fimple^  difin- 
terefted,  and,  above  all,  unimpeacbably  juft.  So 
many  virtues  difarmed  thofe  who  might  hive  en« 
vied  the  fplendour  of  his  aftions,  and  the  fuperiority 
of  his  abilities.  Timoleon  experienced  that,  after  • 
having  rendered  great  fervices  to  a  nation,  it  is 
fufficient  to  leave  it  to  itfelf  to  become  the  obged 
pf  its  adoration* 

t  f  lutv  in  TimoL  t.  i.  p.  253.    Ncp.  10  TimoL  cap,  5^, 
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Centinuatim  cf  the  Library.     Pbyftcs.  ,  Natural 
Hijlory.    Genii, 
c 

ON  my  return  from  Perfia,  I  again  vifited 
Euclid.  A  part  of  bis  library  ftill  remained 
which  I  wilhed  to  examine ;  and  I  found  him  in 
it,  in  company  with  Meton  and  Anaxarchus.  The 
former  was  of  Agrigentum  in  Sicily,  and  of  the 
lame  family  a$  the  celebrated  Empedocles;  the 
htter  was  of  Abdera  in  Thrace,  and  of  the  fchool 
of  Democritus  :  each  had  a  book  in  hb  hand,  and 
appeared  abforbed  in  profound  meditation. 

Euclid  (hewed  me  feveral  treatifes  on  animals^ 
plants,  afid  foflils,  I  am  not  very  rich,  faid  he, 
in  thefe  kind  of  works;  for  a  tafte  for  natural  hif« 
tory,  and  phyfics,  properly  fo  called,  has  only  been 
introduced  among  us  within  thefe  few  years.  Not 
but  feveral  men  of  genius  have  formerly  employed 
themfelves  in  refearches  into  nature.  I  have  fome 
time  ago  (hewn  you  their  works;  and  you  recoiled, 
no  doubt,  that  difcourfe  in  which  the  high  prieft 
of  Ceres  gave  you  a  fuccindt  idea  of  their  fyftems  *• 

L 

*  Scq  Chap,  XXX. 
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Tou  then  learned  that  they  fought  to  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  caufes  rather  dian  effeds^  of  the 
matter  of  beings  rather  than  their  forms  ^ 

Socrates  direded  philofophy  toward  public  uti- 
lity; and  his  difciples^  after  his  example^  dedicate4 
their  enquiries  to  the  ftudy  of  man  '*«  That  of 
the  reft  of  the  univerfej  fufpended  during  near  4 
century,  and  refumed  in  our  tine^  is  continued  with 
more  propriety  and  difcernment,  Thofe  general 
queftions  which  were  the  fubjed  of  difpute  among 
the  ancient  philofophers  are  indeed  difcufled ;  but 
endeavours  are  made  at  the  fame  time  to  afcen4 
from  efiedts  to  caufes,  and  from  the  known  to  the 
unknown  ■.  With  this  view  our  philofophers  dc-» 
fcend  more  to  particulars,  and  begin  to  colled  and 
compare  fads. 

An  effcntial  defed  formerly  retarded  the  pro* 
grefs  of  fcience  :  fufficient  attention  was  not  paid 
to  explain  the  effence  of  each  body  in  particular  % 
nor  to  define  the  terms  employed ;  and  this  negli* 
gence  had  at  laft  infpired  fuch  difguft,  that  the 
ftudy  of  natural  philofophy  was  abandoned  pre* 
cifely  at  the  moment  when  the  art  o(  definitioa , 
began,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  time  of  Socrates  ^. 

1  Ariftot.  de  Nat*  Aufcult.  lib.  2,  cap.  2,  t.  i.  p*  329.    Id.  dt 
Part.  Anim.lib.  i,  cap.  i,  t.  i.  p.  967  et  968* 
■  Id.  de  Part.  Anim.  p.  971. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  967.     Id.  de  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  i»  cap.  i, 
p.  315. 

•  14.  dc  Nat»  Aufcult.  lib.  2,  cap.  2,  p.  329.  , 

'  Id.  de  Part.  Anim.  lib.  I, cap,  i^  1. 1.  p.  971.     Id.  Metaph/ 
Itbt  I,  cap.  6,  t.  ii.  p«  848. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


504      TftAVfiLS   IM   CJftfifiCfi. 

At  thefe  words  Anaxarchus  and  Meton  a^ 
proached  us*  Has  not  Democritus,  faid  the 
former,  given  accurate  definitions  ?  And  did  not 
Empedocles,  faid  the  latter,  pay  particular  atten* 
tion  to  the  analyfis  of  bodies  ?  More  frequently 
than  the  other  philofophers,  anfwered  Euclid,  but 
not  lb  often  as  they  (hould  have  done^  The 
converfation  then  became  more  animated  ;  Euclid 
warmly  defended  the  doftrine  of  Ariftotle  his 
friend,  and  Anaxarchus  and  Meton  that  of  their 
countrymen.  The  latter  more  than  once  accufed 
Ariftotle  of  having  altered  in  his  works  the  fyftems 
of  the  ancients,  that  he  might  combat  them  with 
more  advantage ^  Meton  went  ftill  farther;  he 
affirmed  that  Ariftotle,  Plato,  and  even  Socrates 
himfelf,  had  borrowed  from  the  writings  of  the 
Pythagoreans  of  Italy  and  Sicily  almoft  all  that 
they  had  taught  concerning  nature,  'politics,  and 
morals.  It  was  in  thofe  happy  countries,  added 
he,  that  philofophy  received  its  birth,  and  to  Py- 
thagoras are  mankind  indebted  for  that  benefit*. 

^I  entertain  the  moft  profound  veneration  for 
that  great  man,  anfwered  Euclid ;  but  fince  he  and 
other  philofophers  have  appropriated  to  themfelves^ 
without  acknowledgment,  the  riches  of  Egypt, 

^  Arlftot.  dc  Part.  Anim.  lib.  i,  cap.  i,  1. 1.  p.  970. 

*■  Porphyr.  Vit.  Pythag.  ^  53,  p.  49.  Bruck,  Hiftor.  PhOof« 
DifTert.  Praelim.  p.  14,  et  lib.  2,  cap.  i,  p«  464.  Mofhem.  ad 
Cudw.  cap  J,  i  7,  not.  y. 

•  Porphyr.  Vit.  Pythag.  p.  49.    Anonym,  ap.  Phot.  p.  lyS^ 
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tlie  eafl,  and  all  the  nations  which  we  name  bar« 
hanans  \  have  .not  we  the  fame  right  to  convey 
them  into  Greece  ?  Let  us  mutually  pardon  cacb 
other  thefc  thefts,  and  have  the  courage  co  render 
to  my  friend  the  juftice  which  he  merits.  .  I  have 
frequently  heard  him  (ay,  that  opinions  (hould  be 
difcuffed  with  the  equity  of  an  impartial  judge  *c 
if  he  has  offended  againfl  this  rule,  I  condemn  him« 
He  does  not  always  name  the  authors  from  whom 
he  has  derived  his  knowledge ;  becaufe  he  has  de- 
clared in  general  that  his  defign  was  to  profit  by 
them  '-  He  cites  them  more  frequently  when  he 
refutes  them,  becaufe  the  celebrity  of  their  names 
was  but  too  capable  to  give  credit  to  the  errors 
which  he  wiJhed  to  deftroy. 

Ariftotle  has  availed  himfelf  of  the  treafures  of 
knowledge  accumulated  by  your  labours  and  ourS; 
he  will  increafe  them  by  his  own,  and,  tranfmit- 
ting  them  to  pofterity,  will  ered  the  mod  noble 
of  monuments,  not  to  the  vanity  of  an  individual, 
but  to  the  glory  of  all  the  fchools  of  Greece, 

I  was  acquainted  with  him  at  the  academy ;  our 
friendthip  for  each  other  was  ftrengthened  by  time; 
and,  iince  he  has  left  Athens,  I  have  maintained 
with  him  an  unintermitting  correfpondence.  Yeu 
can  only  judge  of  him  from  the  fmall  number  of 

•  Tatian.  Orat.  ad  Graec.  p.  «•    Clem.  Alcxandr.  Stromat. 
lib;  5,  p.  355.     Bruck,  Hift.  Philof.  lib.  i,  cap.  i,  p.  47. 
■  Ariilot.  de  Ccel.  lib.  I, cap.  lo,  t.  i.  p.  446.^ 
^  {d*  dc  Mor.  lib.  10,  cap.  lo,  t.  ii.  p*  I44« 
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Works  which  he  has  publi(hed  :  inform  yourfelves 
of  die  cxtenfivc  nature  of  his  comprehenlive  plans^ 
and  then  cenfure^  if  you  can  dare  to  do  it^  his 
errors  and  omiiSons. 

Nature,  who  is  filent  to  the  greater  part  of  men, 
early  informed  him  that  Ihe  had  chofen  him  for  her 
confident  and  interpreter.    I  (hall  not  tell  you 
that,  bom  with  the  moft  happy  difpoiitions,  he 
made  an  uncommonly  rapid  progrefs  in  the  fciences 
and  arts ;  that  in  his  early  youth  he  devoured  the 
works  of  the  philofophers,  and  relaxed  his  mind 
after  his  graver  ftudies  with  the  writings  of  the 
poets ;  and  that  he  made  the  knowledge  of  every 
age  and  country  his  ownT :  this  would  be  to  praife 
him  a$  the  generality  of  great  men  are  praifed« 
What  he  is  diftinguiftied  by  is  the  tafte  and  genius 
of.obfervation;  the  faculty  of  uniting  in  his  re- 
fearches  the  moft  furprifing  adivity  with  the  moft 
tenacious  conftancy ;  and  that  piercing  dilcernment, 
that  extraordinary  fagacity,  which  condufts  him 
inftantaneoufly  to  confequehces,  and  almoft  in* 
dinei  us  to  believe  that  his  mind  afts  rather  by 
inftinft  than  by  refleftion :  it  is,  in  a  word,  the 
conception  that  the  whole  of  what  art  and  nature 
prefent  to  our  eyes  is  only  an  immenfe  fucceflioa 
of  faAs,  appertaining  all  to  one  common  chain, 
and  frequently  too  fimilar  not  to  be  eafily  con- 

7  Ammoot  Vitt  Ariftot* 

founded. 
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founded,  and  too  different  not  to  require  to  be 
diftinguiflied.  Hence  the  courfe  he  has  taken  to 
fecure  his  progrefs  by  doubt  * ;  to  enHghten  it  by 
the  frequent  ufe  of  defixiitiotis,  divifloris,  and  fub* 
divifions ;  and  not  to  advance  toward  the  abode 
of  truth  till  he  has  explored  the  confines  of  the  en* 
clofure  in  which  (he  is  (hut  up. 

Such  is  the  method  which- he  will  follow  in  the 
execution  of  a  plan  that  any  other  than  himfelf 
would  fear  to  attempt;  I  mean  the  general  and 
particular  hiftory  of  nature.  He  will  begin  from 
the  great  and  ftupendous  n>affes;  the  origin  or 
eternity  of  the  world  ■ ;  the  caufes,  principles,  and 
effence  of  beings^;  the  nature  and  reciprocal 
adtion  of  the  elements ;  and  the  compofition  and 
diffolution  of  bodies  ^.  In  this  work  he  will  revive 
and  difcufs  the  queftions  concerning  infinity,  mo- 
tion, a  vacuum,  fpace,  and  time**. 

He  will  defcribe,  in  whole  or  in  part,  whatever 
cxifts  or  paflTes  in  the  heavens,  and  in  the  interior 
parts,  or  on  the  furface  of  our  globe;  in  the  hea- 
vens, the  meteors  %  the  diftances  and  revolutions 
of  the  planets,  the  nature  of  the  ftars,  and  the 


»  Ariftot.  Metaph.  lib.  3,  cap.  1, 1. 11.  p.  858. 

*  Id.  de  Coel.  lib.  i,  cap.  2,  1. 1.  p.  432.   " 

»»  Id.  dc  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  i  et  2, 1. 1.  p.  3 15,  &c.  Id.  Metaph* 
t.  li.  p.  838. 

^  Id.  dc  Gener*  ct  Corrupt,  t.  i.  p.  493, 5cc.  Diog.  Lacrt* 
lib.5,M5. 

<^  Ariftot.de  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  3,4,  &c. 

«  Id.  Meteor,  t.  i*  p*  528» 

Vol.  V.  X 
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fpheres  to  which  they  are  attached  ^ ;  in  the  bofom 
of  the  earth,  foffils,  minerals «,  and  the  violent 
concuffions  vvhich  overturn  the  globe  ^ ;  and,  on 
its  furface,  the  feas,  rivers*,  plants^,  and  animals*. 
As  man  is  fubjeft  to  an  infinity  of  neceffities 
and  duties,  he  will  donfider  whatever  relates  to 
him.  He  will  treat  of  the  anatomy  of  the  human 
body  ",  the  nature  and  faculties  of  the  foul  ■,  the 
objedts  and  organs  of  fenfation  %  the  rules  proper 
to  guide  the  moft  fubtle  operations  of  the  mind  ', 
and  the  mod  fecret  emotions  of  the  heart ' ;  and 
on  laws  %  governments  %  faiences,  and  arts  K  On 
all  thefe  interefting  objefts  the  hiftorian  will  unite 
his  own  judgment  and  experience  to  thofe  of  pre- 
ceding ages  ;  and,  conformably  to  the  praftice  of 
many  philofophers,  continually  applying  phyfics 

f  Ariftot.  de  Coel.  lib.  2»  1. 1.  p.  452.  Id.  Aftronom.  ap.  Diog. 
Lat:rt.  lib.  5;,  §  26. 

s  Id.  Meteor.  Hb.  5,  cap.  6,  t.  i.  p.  583. 

*»  Id.  ibid.  lib.  29cap.  8,  p.  566. 

>  Id.  ibid.cnp.  2,  p.  551,  &c. 

^  Diog.  I-.aert.  lib  5,  §  25. 

1  Ariftot.  Hift.  Anim.  Id.  de  ApimaL  Inceff.  Part.  Gener. 
t.  i.     Diog.  Laert.  ibid. 

n»  Ariftot.  Hift.  Anim.  lib.  i,  cap.  7*  p,  768,  &c.  Diog. 
Laert.  Ibid. 

»  Ariftot.  de  Anim.  1. 1.  p.  616.     De  Mem.  ibid.  p.  678. 

*  Id.  de  Srnf.  ibid.  p.  662. 

p  Id.  Ciitcg.  Analyt.  Topic,  t.  i.  p.  14,  &c.  Diog.  Laert. 
ibid,  J  2  J  et  24.  ^  .     •    .. 

*  Ariftot.  de  Mor.  Magn.  Mor.  De  Virt.  ct  Vit.  t.ii.  p.  3> 
&c.  _ 

*•  Diog.  Laert.  ibid.  §  26. 

6  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  t.  ii.  p.  296. 

*  Diog.  Laert.  ibid.     Fabric.  Biblioth.  Grace,  lib.  3>  cap.  C 
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to  morals,  will  increafe  our  knowledge  to  tendet 
us  more  happy. 

Such  is  the  plan  of  Ariftotle,  as  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  underftand  it  from  his  convcrfations 
and  his  letters ;  but  I  know  not  whether  he  will 
be  able  to  follow  the  order  which  I  have  her* 
pointed  out.     And  why  (hould  he  not  ?  faid  I. 
Becaufe,  anfwered  he,  certain  fubjefts  require  pre- 
liminary lUuftrations.     Without  leaving  his  clofeti 
in  which  he  has  collefted  a^moft  valuable  library  *, 
he  will  be  able  to  treat  on  a  great  number  of  fub- 
jefts^;  but  when  he  fliall  come  to  give  the  defcrip* 
tion  and  hiftory  of  all  the  animals  fcattercd  over 
the  earth,  what  a  long  and  laborious  courfe  of  ob- 
fervations  will  be  required  to  complete  fuch  a 
work !  Yet  his  courage  is   only  rendered  more 
ardent  by  obftacles ;  and,  befides  the  materials  of 
which  he  is  already  in  poflcffion,  he  founds  very 
reafonable  hopes  on  the  patronage  of  Philip,  whofe 
eftcem  he  has  defervedly  acquired  * ;  and  on  that 
of  Alexander,  whofe  education  he  has  undertaken 
to  fuperintend.     If  it  be  true,  as  is  reported,  that 
this  young  prince  has  already  manifefted  a  lively 
tafte  for  the  fciences  y,  we  may  hope  that  when  he 


«  Strab.  lib.  13,  p;  608.  AuL  Gell.  Nod.  Att.  Kb.  ^i 
cap.  17, 

'  Aul.  Gell.  lib,  9,  cap.  3.  Ammon.  Vit.  Aridot.  £Itan< 
Yar.  Hift.  lib.  .4,  cap.  19. 

f  Pluti  dc  Fort.  Alcxand.  t.  ii.  p.  327,  328,  8ict 
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comes  to  the  throne  he  wiH  enable  bis  tutor  to 
proceed  fuccefsfully  in  his  defign  ". 

Scarcely  had  Euclid  ended  when  Anaxarcbus 
thus  replied  :  I  niight  attribute  to  Democritus  the 
fame  plan  that  you  have  afcribed  to  Ariftotle.  I 
here  fee  the  numberlefs  works  which  he  has  pub- 
li(hed  on  nature,  and  the  different  parts  of  the  uni- 
verfe ;  on  animals^  plants^  the  foul  of  man^  his 
fenfes,  duties,  and  virtues;  on  medicine,  anatomy, 
agriculture,  logic,  geometry,  aftronomy,  geogra- 
phy, and,  I  will  add,  on  mufic  and  poetry  \  I 
(hall  not  fpeak  of  that  enchanting  flyle  by  which 
he  has  diffufed  graces  over  the  moft  abftraft  fub- 
jeds**.  He  is  univerfally  allowed  to  merit  the 
firft  rank  among  thofe  natural  philofophers  who 
have  referred  effeds  to  caufes.  In  his  writings 
we  admire  a  fucceflion  of  novel  ideas,  fometimes 
too  bold,  but  often  happy.  You  know  that,  after 
the  example  of  Leucippus,  his  mafter,  whofe  fyf- 
/  tern  he  brought  to  perfeftion  ^,  he  admitted  a  va- 
cuum, atoms,  and  vortices ;  that  he  confidercd 
the  moon  as  another  earth,  covered  with  inhabi- 
tants** ;  that  he  thought  the  milky-way  to  confifl 
of  a  multitude  of  fmall  ftars*^;  that  he  reduced  all 

*  Plln.  lib.  8,  cap.  16,  t.  i.  p.  443. 

»  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  9,  ^  46.     Fabric,  Bibl.  Graec.  t,  i,  p.  803. 
*»  Cicer.  dc  Orat.  lib,  i,  cap,  11,  t.  i.  p.  141. 
«  Bruck.  Hid.  Philofoph.  t.  i.  p.  1187. 
^  Plut.  de  Plac.  Philof.  lib.  2,  cap.  25,  t.  11.  p,  891.* 
«  Ariftot.  Meteor,  lib.i^^ap.  8,  t.  i.  p.  538.    Plut,  ibid, 
p.  893, 
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our  fenfcs  to  that  of  feeling  ^ ;  and  that  he  con* 
ftantly  denied  that  colours  and  other  fenfible  qua- 
lities were  inherent  in  bodies  •. 

Some  of  thefe  ideas  had  before  been  fuggefted  ^, 
but  he  had  the  merit  of  adopting  and  extending 
them.  He  was  the  firft  who  conceived  others; 
and  pofterity  may  be  enabled  to  determine  whe- 
ther they  were  fallies  of  genius  or  wanderings  of 
the  mind  :  future  ages  may  perhaps  difcover  with 
certainty  what  he  has  only  been  able  to  conjefture. 
If  I  could  fufpedt  your  philofojphers  of  jealoufy,  I 
Ihould  fay  that,  in  their  works,  Plato  affefts  not 
to  name  him,  and  Ariftotlc  inceflantly  to  attack 
him. 

Euclid-  exclaimed  againft  this  cenfure ;  and  the 
queftions  already  treated  were  refumed.  Somc-i 
times  each  combatant  fuftained  the  conteft  without 
a  fecond,  and  fometimes  the  third  had  to  defend 
himfelf  againft  the  attacks  of  the  other  two.  I 
fliall  fupprefs  the  particulars  of  the  difpute,  to  give 
the  conclufions  I  drew  from  it ;  and  explain,  in  a 
few  words,  the  opinions  of  Ariftotle  and  Empe- 
docles  on  the  origin  and  government  of  the  uni- 
verfe.  I  have  already,  in  another  place,  given 
that  of-Democritus  on  the  fame  fubjedt  *. 

'  Ariftot.  dc  Scnf.  cap.  4,  t.i.  p.  669. 
8  Id.  de  Anim.  lib.  3,  cap.  I,  t.  i.  p.  649.     Sext.  Empir,  adv^ 
X'Ogic.  lib.  7,  p.  399. 

*»  Ariftot.  de  Scnf.  cap.  4, 1. 1  p.  66gm 
*  Sec  Chap.  XXX. 
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All  the  philofophers,  faid  Euclid,  have  taught 
that  the  world  was  produced ;  always  to  continue, 
according  to  fom6 ;  one  day  to  have  an  end,  as 
others  afErm ;  and^  according  to  a  third  clafs,  to 
germinate,  and  be  reproduced,  at  periodical  inter- 
vals.    Ariftotle  maintains  that  the  world  always 
has  been,  and  always  will  exift*.     Permit  me  to 
interrupt  you,  faid  Meton.    Before  Ariftotle,  feve- 
ral  of  our  Pythagoreans,  and  among  others  Ocel- 
lus of  Lucania,  had  admitted  the  eternity  of  the 
world  K    I  confefs  it,  replied  Euclid,  but  Ariftotle 
has  fupported  the  opinion  by  new  proofs.     1  ftiall 
confine  myfelf  to  thofe  which  he  derives  from  the 
nature  of  motion.     If  motion,  fays  he,  has  had  a 
beginning,  it  muft  originally  have  begun  in  pre- 
exirting  beings ;  which  beings  inuft  either  have 
been  produced,  or  have  exifted  from  all  eternity. 
In  the  former  cafe  they  could  not  have  been  pro- 
duced but  by  a  motion  prior  to  that  which  wefup- 
pofe  to  have  been  the  firft  :  and,  in  the  latter,  we 
muft  fay  that  thefe  beings  before  they  were  moved 
were  at  reft ;  but  the  idea  of  reft  always  contains 
in  it  that  of  a  fufpenfion  of  motion,  of  which  it  is 
the  privation  *.     Motion  therefore  is  eternal. 

Some  admit  the  eternity  of  matter,  and  afcriba 
an  origin  to  the  univerfe.     The  parts  of  matter, 

*  Ariftot.  de  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  8,  cap.  i,  t.  i.  p.  409,   Id.  dft 
Coel.  lib.  I,  cap.  1O9  p.  447. 
^  Ocell.  Lucan.  cap.  2. 
\  Ariftot.  de  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  8,  cap.  1,  t.  i.  p.  408. 
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fay  they,  were  agitated  witliout  order  in  chaos 
till  the  moment  in  which  they  united  to  form 
bodies.  We  anfwer,  that  the  motion  of  thefe  par- 
ticles muft  have  been  conformable  or  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  nature"*,  fince  it  is  impoffible  we  fliould 
conceive  any  other.  If  it  was  conformable  to  thofe 
laws,  the  world  muft  always  have  exifted ;  and  if 
it  was  contrary  to  them,  it  never  could  have  had  a 
being :  for,  in  the  former  cafe,  the  particles  of 
matter  would  of  themfelves  have  aflumed,  from 
all  eternity,  that  arrangement  which  they  ftill 
preferve ;  and  in  the  latter  they  never  could  have 
fallen  into  it,  fince  a  motion  contrary  to  nature 
muft  feparate  and  deftroy,  and  cannot  unite  and 
conftrud*.  And  how  is  it  poffible  to  conceive 
that  irregular  motions  fliould  have  been  able  to 
compofe  fuch  fubftances  as  the  bones,  flefli,  and 
other  4)arts  of  the  human  body**  ? 

We  perceive,  throughout  nature,  a  fucceffion 
of  moving  forces,  which  adling  one  upon  the  other 
produce  a  continuity  of  caufes  and  efFefts.  Thus 
the  ftone  is  moved  by  the  ftafF',  the  ftafF  by  the 
arm,  the  arm  by  the  will,  &c.  As  the  feries  of 
thefe  forces  cannot  be  continued  to  infinity',  it 

muft  end  in  fome  moving  powers,  or  rather  in  one 

^ ■      —     '  ■ "  ■ 

™  Ariftot.  dc  Coel.  lib.  3,  cap.  2,  t.  i.  p»475. 

°  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i»  cap.  2,  t.'i.  p.  433, 

<»  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3,  cap.  2,  p.  475. 

P  Id.  de  Nat.  Aiifcult.  lib.  8,  cap.  5,  t.  1.  p.  41  j. 

%  Id,  ibid.     Id.  Metaph.  lib.  14,  cap.  8,  t,ii.  p.  1003. 
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fingle  moving  power,  the  exiftence  of  which  has 
been  from  all  eternity,  and  of  neceffity^  This 
power  is  the  firft  and  moft  excellent  of  beings ;  ic 
is  God  himfelf,  intelligent,  immutable,  indivifible, 
and  unextended  %  who  refides  beyond  the  boun* 
daries  of  the  world,  and  there  enjoys  inefiable  blifs 
^in  the  contemplation  of  himfelf  ^ 

As  his  po\yer  is  ever  in  action,  he  communicates, 
and  will  uninterruptedly  communicate,  motion  to 
the  primum  mobile ',  to  the  celeftial  fphere  in 
which  are  the  fixed  liars.  He  has  communicated 
it  from  all  eternity ;  and,  in  fadt,  what  power  could 
have  enchained  his-arm,  or  (hall  hereafter  be  able 
to  confine  it  ?  Why  (hould  motion  have  begun  at 
one  epocba  rather  than  another,  or  why  fhould  it 
one  d^y  ceafe  ^  ? 

The  motion  of  the  primum  mobile  communicates 
itfelf  to  the  inferior  fpheres,  and  caufes  them  to 
revolve  diqrnally  from  eaft  to  weft ;  but  each  of 
them  has  befides  one  or  feveral  motions,  direded 
by  eternal  and  immaterial  fubft;inces  ^. 

'^  Ariftot.  Metaph,  lib,  4,  cap,  8,  p,  882,  E  j  lib.  14,  cap.  7, 
if  ii.  p.  I  coo,  D, 

»  Jd.  de  Nat.  Aufcult,  lib,  8,  cap,  6  et  7,  t.  i.  p,  41 8  ;  cap.  1 5, 
p.  430.     Id.  Metaph.  lib.  14,  cap.  7  et  8,  t.  ii.  p.  icoi. 

<  Jd.  Mctaph.  Lb,  14,  cap.  9,  t.  ii.  p.  1004-  Id.  de  Mor. 
Lb.  10,  cap,  8,  t.  ii.  p.  139,  E.     Id.  Magn,  Mor.  lib.  2,  cap,  15, 

■  Id.  Mctaph.  lib.  14,  cap.  6,  p.  999 ;  cap.  7,  t.  u, 
p.  100 r.     Id.  de  Nat.  Aiifcuh.  lib.  8,  cap.  45,  t.  i,  p.  430. 

»  Id.  de  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  8,  cap.  i,  p.  409  et4io. 

7  Id.  Mctaph.  lib,  14,  cap.  8,  t.  ii.  p.  looa.  Briick.  1. 1, 
p.  831. 
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Thefe  fecondary  agents  are  fubordinate  to  the 
firft  mover  *,  nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  an 
army  the  officers  are  to  the  general ».  This  opi- 
nion is  not  novcL  According  to  ancient  tradi- 
tions the  Divinity  pervades  all  nature;  and  though 
thefe  traditions  may  have  been  disfigured  by  mon- 
ftrous  fables,  they  ftill  clearly  preferve  the  remains 
of  the  true  doftrine  ^. 

The  primum  mobile  being  put  in  motion  hy 
the  immediate  aftion  of  the  firft  mover,  an  aflion 
ever  fimplc  and  ever  the  fame,  experiences  no 
change,  and  is  incapable  of  generation  or  corrupt 
tion*.  It  is  in  this  conftant  and  tranquil  uni- 
formity that  the  attribute  of  immortality  is  efpc- 
cially  rcfplendent. 

The  fame  is  true  of  the  inferior  fpheres;  but  the 
diverfity  of  their  motions  produces  on  the  earth, 
and  in  the  fublunary  region,  continual  changes, 
fuch  as  the  diflblution  and  reproduction  of  bodies^. 

Euclid,  after  haying  endeavoured  todemon- 
ftratc  the  connedion  of  thefe  efTeds  with  the  caufes 
avhich  he  had  affigned  to  them,  continued  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  excellence  and  beauty  of  the  univerfe  con- 
fift  in  the  order  and  regularity  by  which  it  is 

*  Aiiftot.  de  Gencr.  lib.  2,  cap.  lo,  t.  i.  p«  525* 

*  Id.  Metaph.  lib.  14,  cap.  1O9 1.  ii.  p«  1004. 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  8,t.  ii.  p.  1003,  D. 

«  Id.  de  Gener.  lib,  2,  cap.  10,  t.  i.  p*  52^^ 
^  Id.  ibid,  ct  lib.  2,  cap.  xo,  p,  525. 
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perpetuated*;  a  regularity  which  (hines  more  con- 
fpicuoufly  in  the  heavens  than  on  the  earth  ^^  and 
to  which  all  beings  more  or  iefs  diredly  tend.  As, 
in  a  well  regulated  family  k,  the  free-men,  flaves, 
and  beafts  of  burden,  all  concur  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  little  community  with  more  or  Iefs 
zeal  or  fuccefs  according  as  they  are  more  or  Iefs 
removed  from  the  perfon  of  the  mailer ;  in  like 
manner,  in  the  general  fyflen^,  of  things,  all  efforts 
are  direfted  to  the  prefervation  of  the  whole  with 
more  promptitude  and  concert  in  the  heavens, 
where  the  influence  of  the  firfl:  mover  more  imme- 
diately adts ;  but  with  greater  negligence  and  con- 
fufion  in  the  fublunary  regions,  becaufe  they  arc 
more  remote  from  his  eye  *•. 

From  this  univerfal  tendency  of  all  beings  to 
the  fame  purpofe,  it  refults  that  nature,  far  from 
giving  birth  to  any  thing  ufelefs,  ever  feeks  to 
produce  what  is  the  beft  polfible',  and  propofes  to 
herfelf  an  end  in  all  her  operations  ^. 

At  thefe  words,  the  two  ftrangers  exclaimed,  at 
the  fame  time.  But  why  recur  to  final  caufes  ?  And 


«  Ariftot.  Mctaph.  lib.  14,  cap.  10,  t.  ii.  p.  icxD4, 

f  Id.  de  Part.  Anim.  Jib.  i ,  cap.  i,  t.  i.  p.  970,  A. 

s  Id.  Metaph.  lib.  14,  cap.  lo,  t.  iu  p.  1005. 

1^  Id.  de  Gener.  lib.  2,  cap.  10,  t.  i.  p.  524.  Id.  de  Part* 
Anim.lib.  i,cap.  I9  t.  i.  p.  970. 

'  Id^  de  Coel.  lib.  2,  cap.  5.  t.  i.  p.  458 ;  cap.  1 1,  p.  463.  Id. 
4e  Gener.  ibid.  p.  525. 

^  Id.  de  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  2,  cap.  8,  t.  i.  p.  336.  Id.  de  Anira. 
^nccff.  cap.  2,  p.  73^4. 
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who  has  told  you  that  nature  has  chofen  that  which 
is  beft  adapted  to  each  fpecies  of  beings  ?  It  rains 
on  our  fields;  but  is  it  xo  fertilize  them  ?  Certainly 
not.     It  is  only  becaufe  the  vapours,  attracted  by 
the  fun,  and  condenfed  by  the  cold,  acquire  by 
their  union  a  heavinefs  which  compels  them  to  * 
defcend  upon  the  earth.     They- are  accidentally 
the  caufe  of  the  growth  of  our  corn,  and  rot  it 
when  heaped  up  in  the  barn.     It  is  by.  accident 
that  we  have  fome  teeth  convenient  for  the  fepa- 
rating,  and  others  proper  for  the  maftication,  of 
our  food  ^     In  the  origin  of  things,  added  Meton, 
when  chance  produced  the  firft  rude  Sketches  of 
animals,  it  formed  heads  which  were  not  affixed  to 
necks  "*.    Soon  after  men  appeared  with  the  heads 
of  bulls,  and  bulls  with  human  faces".     Thefe 
fafts  are  confirmed  by  tradition,  which,  immedi- 
ately after  the  difentanglement  of  chaos,  places  the 
birth  of  giants,  bodies  provided  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  arms,  and  men  who  had  but  one  eye^ 
Thefe  races  perilhed  from  fonie  defedl  in  their 
conformation,  while  others  have  remained.     In- 
ftead  of  faying,  as  fliould  have  been  faid,  that  the 
latter  were  better  organifed,  ic  has  been  imagined 

'  Ariftot.  de  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  2,  cap.  8»  1. 1.  p.  336. 

^  Emped.  ap.  Ariftot.  de  Anim,  lib.  3,  cap.  7,  t.  i.  p.  6g^. 
Id.  de  Cod.  lib.  3,  cap.  2,  t.  i.  p.  476. 

"  Id.  de  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  2,  cap.  8,  t.  i.  p.  336.  Plut.  adv. 
Colot.  t.  ii.  p.  1 123.     -£lian.  Hift.  Anim.  lib.  16,  cap.  29. 

o  Horn.  Hcfiod.  JEkhyh  ap.  Strab.  lib.  i,  p.  43;  lib.  7, 
p.  299,  •     *       • 
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that  there  is  a  proper  adaptation  of  their  organs  to 
their  pretended  end. 

Scarcely  any  one  of  the  philofophers,  replied 
Euclid,  has  admitted  what  is  called  chance  or  for- 
tune as  a  principle '.  Thefe  va^ue  words  have 
only  been  employed  to  explain  effefts  which  have 
not  been  forefeen,  or  thofe  which  proceed  from 
remote,  or  hitherto  unknown  caufes'.  Properly 
fpeaking,  fortune  and  chance  produce  nothing  of 
themfelves;  and  if,  in  conformity  to  cuftomary  lan- 
guage, we  admit  them  as  accidental  caufes,  we  do 
not  the  lefs  confider  intelligence  and  nature  as  the 
primary  caufes '. 

You  are  not  ignorant,  faid  Anaxarchus,  that 
the  word  nature  has  feveral  acceptations  :  in  what 
fenfe  do  you  now  employ  it  ?  I  underftand  by  this 
word,  replied  Euclid,  the  principle  of  motion 
which  is  felf-exiftent  in  the  elements  of  fire,  air, 
earth,  and  water*.  Its  adion  is  ever  uniform  in 
the  heavens,  but  frequently  refifted  by  obftacles  in 
the  fublunary  region.  For  example,  the  natural 
property  of  fire  is  to  afcend,yet  a  foreign  force 
frequently  obliges  it  to  take  an  oppofite  direftion^ 
Thus,  with  refpeft  to  this  lower  region,  nature  is 


P  Anftot,  dc  Nat.  Aiifcult;lib.  2,  cap.  4, 1. 1.  p.  332. 

H  Id.  ibid.  cap.  5,  p.  333. 

f  Id.  ibid.  cap.  6,  p.  335. 

•  Id.  ibid.  lib.  2,  cap.  i,  p.  327  ;  lib.  3,  cap.  i,  p.  339. 

'  2d.  de  Gener^  lib,  2,  cap.  6,  t«  i.  p.  521* 
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not  only  the  principle  of  motion,  but  alfo  acci- 
dentally of  reft  and  change  '. 

Nature  prefcnts  us  with  regular  and  conftant 
revolutions,  and  effefts  that  are  invariable,  or  ai- 
moft  always  the  fame.  Suffer  me  to  call  your  at- 
tention only  to  the  latter,  and  alk  you  whether  it 
is  pofSble  you  (hould  confider  them  as  fortuitous  '. 
Without  enlarging  on  the  admirable  order  which 
is  confpicuous  in  the  fuperior  fpheres,  I  will  con- 
tent myfelf  with  aJking  you  whether  it  is  by  chance 
that  rain  is  conftantly  more  frequent  in  winter 
than  in  fummer,  and  the  heat  more  powerful  in 
fummer  than  in  winter  y.  Caft  your  eyes  on  plants, 
and  principally  on  animals,  in  which  nature  dif- 
plays  herfelf  in  charafters  tnoft  diftinft.  Though 
the  latter  aft  without  enquiry  and  deliberation, 
their  aftions  neverthelefs  are  fo'  adapted  to  the 
purpofe  intended,  that  it  has  been  doubted  whether 
fpiders  and  ants  are  not  endowed  with  underftand- 
ing.  But  if  the  fwallow  has  a  defign  in  building' 
her  neft,  and  the  fpider  in  weaving  her  web ;  if 
plants  are  covered  with  leaves  to  defend  their 
fruits  ;  and  if  their  roots,  inftead  of  rifing  into  the 
air,  make  their  way  downwards  into  the  earth,  to 
imbibe  its  nouri(hing juices;  (hall  we  not  be  com- 
pelled to  acknowledge  that  the  final  caufe  is  clearly 


«  Ariftot.  de  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  2,  cap,  i|  t.  i.  p.  327. 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  5,  p.  333. 

7  Id.  ibid.  cap.  8,  p.  336  ct  337* 
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demonftrated  in  thefe  effeds,  conftantly  repeated 
in  the  fame  manner  *  ? 

Art  fometimes  fails  to  attain  its  end,  even  when 
it  employs  refleftion,  aud  fometimes  attains  it 
without ;  but  it  is  not  the  lefs  true  that  it  always 
has  an  end  in  view.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of 
nature.  On  the  one  hand  obftacles  impede  her 
operations,  and  monflers  are  her  failures'.  On 
the  other,  by  compelling  creatures  incapable  of  re- 
fleftion  to  produce  other  creatures  Hke  themfelves, 
(he  condufts  them  to  the  end  Qie  has  propofed  in 
her  works.  And  what  is  this  end  ?  The  perpe- 
tuating of  the  fpecies.  What  is  the  greateft  good 
of  thefe  fpecies  ?  Their  exiftence  and  preferva- 
tion  *». 

While  Euclid  thus  explained  the  ideas  of  Ari* 
ftotle,  Anaxarchus  and  Meton  forced  him  to  make 
confefTions  which  they  foon  after  employed  againft 
him. 

You  acknowledge,  faid  they,  a  God,  a  firft 
mover,  whofe  immediate  a<5lion  eternally  main- 
tains order  in  the  heavens ;  but  you  do  not  inform 
us  how  far  his  influence  extends  on  earth.  When 
preffed  by  our  objeftions,  you  have  at  firft  affirmed 
that  heaven  and  nature  are  dependant  on  him*. 
You  have  afterwards  faid,  with  reftriSion,  that  all 

»  Ariftot.  de  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  2,  cap,  8,  p.  336  ct  337* 

*  Id.ibi'd.  p.  337. 

^  Id.  de  Gener.  lib.  2,  cap.  10,  p.  525,  B. 

•  Id^Metaph.  lib.  14,  capv  7,  t.  ii.  p.  locc,  £y 
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motion  is  injome  manner  fubordinate  to  hitn^ ;  that 
be  appears  to  be  the  caufe  and  principle  of  all 
diings  ^ ;  that  be  appears  to  extend  his  care  to  hu- 
man affairs  ^  You  have  afterwards  added,  that 
in  the  univerfe  he  can  only  behold  himfelf,  for 
that  the  fight  of  guilt  and  diforder  \vould  be  a 
pollution  to  his  eyes  k  ;  that  he  can  neither  be  the 
author  of  the  profperity.of  the  wicked,  nor  of  the 
misfortunes  of  the  good  "*.  Why  all  thefe  doubts 
and  reftriftions  ?  Explain  yourfelf  openly.  Does 
the  Divine  Being  extend  his  providence  to  man- 
kind ? 

In  the  fame  manner,  replied  Euclid,  that  the 
matter  of  a  family  extends  his  care  to  the  loweft 
of  his  Haves  '.  The  regulations  he  has  eftabliflied 
for  the  general  benefit  of  his  houfe,  and  not  their 
particular  advantage,  fubfift  the  fame,  though  they 
frequently  offend  againft  them.  He  difregards 
their  diffenfions,  and  the  vices  infeparable  from 
their  nature.  If  their  number  is  reduced  by  fick- 
nefs,  or  if  they  deftroy  each  other,  they  are  foon 
replaced.  Thus,  in  the  little  corner  of  tHe  uni- 
verfe in  which  men  refide,  order  is  maintained 
by  the  general  impulfe  of  the  will  of  the  Supreme 

^  Ariftot.  de  Gcncr.  lib.  2,  cap.  1O9 1.  i.  p.  525,  E. 
«  Id.  Metaph.  lib.  i,  cap.  2,  p.  H41,  D. 
'  Id.  de  Mor«  lib.  lo^  cap.  9,  U  ii.  p.  140,  E. 
%  Id.  Metaph.  lib.  14,  cap.  9,  t.  ii.  p.  1004.     Du  Val.  Synopf. 
Analyt.  ibid.  p.  122. 
*■  Ariftot.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  2,  cap.  8,  t.  ii.  p.  1851  A. 
^  Id.  Metaph.  lib.  149  cap.  10,  t.  ii.  p.  J004. 
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Being.  The  revolutions  which  this  globe  expc* 
riences,  and  the  evils  which  afflid  human  nature^ 
obftruft  not  the  progrefs  of  the  univerfe;  the  earth 
ftill,  endures;  generations  fucceed  generations; 
znd  the  great  objeft  of  the  firft  mover  is  fulfilled''. 

You  muft  excufe  me,  faid  Euclid,  if  I  do  not 
enter  more  circumftantially  into  the  queftion. 
Ariftotle  has  not  yet  explained  this  fubjeft,  and 
perhaps  he  will  entirely  omit  it  j  for  he  is  more 
attentive  to  the  principles  of  phyfics  than  to  thofc 
of  theology  *.  I  am  not  even  certain  that  I  have 
properly  underftood  his  ideas;  and  the  explanation 
of  an  opinion  with  which  we  are  only  acquainted 
by  fliort  converfations,  without  fucceffion  or  con- 
nexion, too  often  refembles  thofe  works  which  are 
disfigured  by  the  inattention  or  ignorance  of  the 
copyifts. 

Euclid  was  now  filent,  and  Meton  fpoke  as  fol- 
lows :  Empedocles  rendered  his  country  illuftrious 
by  his  laws  "*,  and  extended  and  embellilhed  phi- 
lofophy  by  bis  writings.  His  poem  on  Nature*, 
aiid  all  his  works  in  verfe,  abound  in  beauties 
which  Homer  himfelf  might  have  owned  ^  I 
grant,  neverthelefs,  that  his  metaphors,  however 
happy  they  may  be,  are  injurious  to  the  precifion 

K  Ariftot.  de  Gencr.  lib.  2,  cap.  10, 1. 1.  p.  525. 

*  Procl.in  Tim.  p.  90. 

»  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  8,  J  6^ 
*^  Id.  ibid.  J  77. 

•  id.  ibid.  J  57-. 

of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


TRAVELS    IN    GREECE.       321 

of  his  ideasy  and  fometimes  only  ferve  to  caft  a 
fplendid  veil  over  the  operations  of  nature  '•  As 
to  his  opinions^  he  followed  Pythagoras,  not  with 
the  blind  deference  of  a  common  foldier,  but  with 
the  noble  audacity  of  the  leader  of  a  party,  and 
with  the  independence  of  a  man  who  would  rather 
have  chofen  to  be  a  private  individual  in  a  free  city 
than  to  rule  over  flaves  *.  Though  he  principally, 
direfted  his  attention  tb  the  phsenomena  of  nature^ 
he  has  neverthelefs  explained  his  opinion  on  firfl 
caufes. 

In  this  world,  which  is  only  a  fmall  portion  of 
the  whole,  and  beyond  which  there  is  neither  mo- 
tion nor  life  %  we  diftinguiOi  two  principles  i  the 
one  aftive,  which  is  God,  and  the  other  paffive^ 
which  is  matter  ^ 

God,  who  is  the  fupreme  intelligence  and  the 
fource  of  truth,  can  only  be  conceived  by  the 
mind  \  Matter  was  only  an  aifemblage  of  fubtle, 
fimilar,  round,  and  immoveable  parts  *,  pofleffing 
cffentially  two  properties,  which  we  (hall  defign  by 
the  names  of  love  and  hatred,  deftined  the  one  to 


F  Ariftot.  Meteor,  lib.  2,  cap.  3,  t.  i*  p*  ^S5^ 

«  Xanth.  et  Ariftot.  ap.  Diog.  Laert*  lib.  8,  §  63. 

r  Plut.  de  Plac.  Philof.  lib.  i,  cap*  5,  t.  u^  p.  879.  Stob* 
Ectog.  Phyf.  lib.  I,  p.  C2« 

•  Brack.  Hift.  Phfloi.  t.  i.  p.  1 1 1 2« 

t  Orat.  ap.  Stob.  Eclog.  Phyf.  p.  1  et  4. 

«  Plut.  de  Plac.  PhiloL  lib.  I,  cap.  13  et  17,  p.  883.  Stob. 
Edog.  Phyf.  lib.  l,  p.  33. 

Vol.  V.  Y 
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unite  and  the  other  to  feparate  thefc  parts*.  .  To 
form  tiie  world  God  only  beftowed  aftivity  on  thefc 
two  moving  forces,  till  then  enchained.  Imme- 
diately they  exerted  their  powers,  and  the  chaos 
was  violently  agitated  by  all  the  fury  of  hatred  ^md 
love.  In  its  bofom,  upturned  from  its  immenfe 
abyfles,  torrents  of  matter  impetuouily  rolled,  and 
dafhed  againft  each  other.  The  fimilar  parts,  by 
turns  attrafted  and  repulfed,  at  length  united  and 
formed  the  four  elements  t,  which,  after  new  con-. 
fli£ts,  produced  deformed  natures  and  monftrous 
beings ',  that  were  afterwards  fucceede<i  by  bodies 
of  more  perfeft  organization. 

Thus  the  world  arofe  out  of  chaos,  and  thus 
fliall  it  again  return  into  it ;  for  whatever  is  com* 
pofed  has  a  beginning,  a  middle,  and  an  end* 
Every  part  is  in  motion  and  exifts,  while  love 
makes  one  fingle  thing  of  many,  and  hatred  many 
things  from  one^ :  but  the  whole  is  ftopp^d  and 
diflblved  when  thefe  two  contrary  principles  arc 
no  longer  in  equilibrium.  Thefe  reciprocal  tran- 
fitions  from  motion  to  red,  from  the  exiftence  of^ 
bodies  to  their  diffolution,  return  at  periodical  in- 
tervals •. 

''■■•',■ 

>  Ariftot«  de  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  i,  cap.  6,  t.  i.  p.  312.    Id. 
Mctaph.  lib.  1 9  cap.  4,  t.  ii.  p.  .844. 

7  Brack,  t. i.  p.  it  15.     Moftiem.  in Cudw.  cap.  j,  f  13,  t. k 
p«24Ctaio. 

*  Ariftot,  dc  Nat.  Aufcdt.  lib.  2,  cap.  8, 1. 1.  p.  336. 

*  Id«  ibid.  lib.  8,  cap.  i,  t.i.  p.  408. 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  1,  cap.  5,  t.i.  p.  319;  lib.  8,  cap,  I,  p.  409* 
Id.  de  Cal.  lib.  i,  cap.  10,  i.  i.  p.  4474 
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Cods  and  genii  in  the  heavens^i  particular  fouls 
in  animals  and  plants^  and  a  univerfal  foul  which 
pervades  the  world '^  maintain  in  all  things  motion 
and  life.  Tfaefe  intelligences,  the  eflence  of  which 
is  a  moft  pure  and  fubtle  fire,  are  fubordinate  to 
the  Supreme  Being,  as  a  chorus  of  muficians  is  to 
its  coryphaeus,  or  an  army  to  its  general  ^ ;  but,  as 
they  emanate  from  that  being,  the  fchool  of  Py- 
thagoras gives  to  them  the  name  of  divine  fub- 
ftances  ^ ;  and  hence  the  expreffions  common  with 
thofe  philofophers :  That  the  fage  is  a  gods  ;  that 
the  Divine  Being  is  the  fpirit  and  foul  of  the 
world  ^ ;  that  he  penetrates,  incorporates  with,  and 
vivifies  matter  *.  We  muft  beware,  however,  that 
we  do  not  hence  conclude  that  the  Divine  Nature 
is  feparated  into  an  infinity  of  parts.  God  is  per- 
fed:  unity  ^  :  he  communicates  himfelf,  but  he  is 
not  divided* 

He  refides  in  the  moft  exalted  region  of  the 
heavens.    The  inferior  gods,  the  minifters  of  his 


«  Diog*  Lacrt.  lib*  8,  S  ji.    Pytha^*  Aur.  Cairo,  v.  3. 
Hierocl.  ibid*  p»  16.    Flut.  de  Flacit*  Philofopb*  lib.  i|  cap^  8, 
t.  ii.  m  882. 
'    ^  Brucki  t.u  p.  fit}. 

«  Onat.  ap.  Stob^  Eclogi  Ph^t  p«  4.     Plut.  ibid,  pk  I. 

^  Onati  ibid.  p.  5. 

8  Pythag.  Aur.  Carm*  f.  ultiitt.    Diog.  Laert.  lib.  8,  J  62. 
Bruck.  p.  1 107. 

^  Onatk  ibid.  p.  4. 

»  Ciccr.  dc  Nati  Dcor.  lib.  i,  cap.  II,  t.  ii.  p»  405.     Id.  dc 
Sened.  cap.  21,  t.  iit.  p*  319* 

*  Bcaufobfi  Hift*  du  Nlanich.  liv.  5,  t.  ix»  p.  170; 
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will,  prefide  in  the  ftars ;  the  genii  on  the  otA^ 
and  in  the  fpace  by  which  it  is  immediately  fur* 
rounded*  In  the  fpheres  neareft  to  hb  abode,  all 
is  good  and  all  is  order,  becaufe  the  mod  perfeft 
beings  have  been  placed  near  his  throne,  and  are 
implicitly  obedient  to  the  defliny,  I  mean  the 
laws,  which  he  has  himfelf  eftabli(hed'.  Diforder 
begins  to  be' perceived  in  the  intermediary  fpaces; 
and  evil  gains  an  entire  afcendancy  over  good  ^  in 
the  fublunary  region,  becaufe  there  are  depofited 
the  fediment  and  dregs  of  all  thofe  fubftances 
which  the  multiplied  druggies  of  hatred  and  k>ve 
have  been  unable  to  bring  to  their  perfedion  \ 
Here  four  principal  caufes  influence  our  anions; 
God,  our  will,  defliny,  and  fortune  ^  God,  be- 
caufe he  extends  his  care  to  us  ' ;  our  will,  becaufe 
we  deliberate  before  we  ad ;  and  deftiny  and  for- 
tune ^,  becaufe  our  projeds  are  frequently  over- 
thrown by  events  conformable,  or  apparently  con- 
trary, to  eftablifhed  laws. 

We  have  two  fouls,  the  one  fcnfitlve,  grofs,  cor- 
ruptible and  perifhable,  which  is  compofed  of  the 
four  elements ;  and  the  other  intelligent,  indiffo- 

luble,  and  which  is  an  emanation  from  the  Deity 

~     ■  •     ...  -  .  ■  ■  ■  .  — 

>  Bruck«  Hift.  Phil.  Uu  p.  1084, 
"■  Ocell.  Lucan.  cap.  2. 

•  Anonym,  ap.  Phot  p.  1316. 

•  Id.  ibid.     Bruck.  ibid. 

f  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  8,  }  17.  Aramon.  ap.  Bruck.  1. 1.  p.  1 1 1 jf. 
^  Ariltot.  dc  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  2,  cap.  4,  t.  i.  p.  332,  &c# 
^nonym.  ap.  Phot,  p*  1317. 
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himfclf  ^  I  (hall  only  fpcak  of  the  latter,  which 
eftabliflies  the  mod  intimate  relation  between  us 
and  the  gods,  the  genii,  animals,  plants,  and  all 
beings  the  fouls  of  which  have  a  common  origin 
with  ours'.  Thus  all  animated  nature  is  only 
one  fmgle  family,  of  which  God  is  the  head. 

On  this  affinity  is  founded  the  doftrine  of  the 
metempfychofis,  a  dodrine  which  we  have  bor- 
rowed from  the  Egyptians',  which  fome  admit 
with  different  modifications,  and  with  which  Em* 
pedocles  has  believed  he  might  be  permitted  to 
intermingle  the  fiftions  that  adorn  poetry. 

This  opinion  fuppofes  the  fall,  punilhment,  and 
reftoration  of  fouls  *.  Their  number  is  limited  » ; 
their  deftiny  to  live  happy  in  fome  one  of  the 
planets.  If  they  become  polluted  with  guilt,  they 
are  exiled  to  the  earth.  Then,  condemnisd  to  be 
enveloped  with  grofs  matter,  they  pafs  continually 
from  one  body  to  another,  fuffering  the  calamities 
annexed  to  all  the  conditions  of  life,  unable  to  en- 
dure their  new  ftate,  and  fo  miferable  as  to  have 
forgotten  their  primitive  dignity  y.  When  death 
has  broken  the  bonds  by  which  they  were  en- 


»  Brack,  t.i.  p.  1 1 17. 

•  Id.  ibid.  p.  ixi8. 

*  Hcrodot.  lib.  2,  cap.  123. 

«  Brack,  t.  i.  p.  1091.  Moflicm.  in  Cudw.  cap.  1,  J  31, 
p.  64. 

«  Brack,  ibid.  p.  1092. 

J  Plut.  de  Exil.  t.  ii.  p.  607.  Id-  de  Efu.  Cam.  p.  996, 
Stob.  Ecloff.  Phyf.  p.  1 1 2.    Brack,  t.  L  p.  1 1 18. 
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chained  to  matter^  one  of  the  celeftial  genii  takes 
charge  of  them,  and  condud:s  to  the  infernal 
(hades,  and  delivers  over  for  a  time  to  the  furies, 
thofe  who  have  been  defiled  with  atrocious  crimes*; 
but  tranfports  to  the  flars  thofe  who  have  walked 
in  the  way  of  juftic^.  But  often  the  immutable 
decrees  of  the  gods  fubjeft  both  to  the  mpft  rigo* 
rous  trials.  Their  exile  and  their  peregrinations 
endure  for  thoufands  of  years ',  and  only  end  when, 
by  a  more  regular  conduft,  they  have  merited  to 
rejoin  their  author,  and  to  partake,  in  fom?  mea- 
fure,  with  him  of  the  honours  of  divinity*. 

Empedocles  thus  defcribes  the  torments  which 
he  himfelf  pretended  to  have  fuffered.  *^  1  have 
appeared  fucceffively  under  the  form  of  a  Joung 
man,  a  maiden,  a  plant,  a  bird,  and  a  fi(h^.  In 
one  of  thefc  tranfmigrations,  I  for  fome  time  wan- 
dered like  an  airy  phantom  in  the  cxpanfc  of  the 
heavens.  But  fuddenly  I  was  fevecal  times  preci- 
pitated into  the  fca,  thrown  again  upon  the  land, 
hurled  into  the  fun,  and  again  repelled  into  votr 
tices  of  air  **•  An  objeft  of  abhorrence  to  myfelf 
and  other  beings,  all  the  elements  rejeded  me  as 

*  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  8,  ^  3  r.     Brack.  U  i.  p.  1092. 

*  Herodot.lib.  a^cap.  123.     Emped.  ap.  Plut.  de  ExO.  t.n. 

p.  6o7« 

i>  Hierocl.  Aun  Carm.  v.  ult.     Brack,  t,  i.  p.  1094* 

c  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  8»  §  77.    AnthoL  lib.i,  p.  127.    JEIian. 

de  AntmaL  lib.  1 2,  cap.  7. 
^  Emped,  ap.  Plut*  de  yit,  ^re  alien,  t.  u,  p.  ^y>» 
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a  fiave  who  had  abfconded  from  the  eye  of  his 
mafter «. 

Meton,  as  he  concluded,  obferved  that  the 
greater  part  of  thef*  ideas  were  common  to  the 
difciples  of  Pythagoras,  but  that  Empedocles  was 
the  firft  who  had  imagined  the  alternate  deflruc- 
tion  and  reprodudion  of' the  world,  taught  that 
the  four  elements  were  the  pi-inciples  of  things  ^ 
and  put  thefe  elements  in  a6lion  by  the  affiftance 
of  love  and  hatred. 

You  will  now  admit,  (aid  Anaxarchus  to  me, 
with  a  fmile,  that  Democritus  had  reafon  to  fay 
that  truth  is  concealed  in  a  pit  of  immenfe  depth  *. 
And  you  will  alfo  admit,  anfwcred  I,  that  (he 
would  be  much  aftonilhed  were  (he  to  come  again 
upon  the  earth,  efpecially  in  Greece.  She  would 
foon  leave  us  once  more,  replied  Euclid ;  we  (hould 
miftake  her  for  error. 

The  preceding'  fyftems  relate  to  the  origin  of 
the  world.  Philofophers  are  not  lefs  divided  con* 
cerning  the  ftate  of  our  globe  after  its  formation, 
and  the  revolutions  which  it  has  undergone  to  the 
prefent  time.  It  was  long  fubmerged^  faid  Anax** 
archus,  beneath  the  waters  of  the  ocean  ;  the  heat 
of  the  fun  caufed  a  part  of  them  to  evaporate,  and 


«  Emped.  ap.  Plut.  dc  Exil.  t/ii.  p.  607, 

^  Ariuot.  Mctaph.  lib.  i,  cap.  4,  t.  ii.  p.  84^. 

<  Ciccr.  Quaeft.  Acad.  lib.  i,  cap.  1 2,  t.  ii.  p.  75. 
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the  earth  appeared^.  From  the  mud  which  re- 
mained on  its  furface,  and  in  which  the  fame  heat 
excited  a  fermentation,  the  different  fpecies  of 
plants  and  animals  derived  their  origin.  We  ftill 
fee  a  remarkable  example  of  this  in  Egypt,  where, 
after  the  inundation  of  the  Nile,  the  mud  and 
llime  depofited  on  the  fields  produce  an  infinite 
number  of  fmall  animals'.  I  doubt  the  fad,  faid 
L  1  have  been  told  the  fame  ftory  in  the  The- 
bais ;  but  I  was  never  able  to  fatisfy  myfelf  of  its 
truth  by  my  own  obfervation.  We  Jhould  make 
no  difficulty  to  admit  it,  anfwered  Euclid,  fincc 
we  attribute  no  other  origin  to  certain  fpecies  of 
fifli  than  the  mud  and  fand  of  the  fea  ^. 

Anaxarchus  continued ;  I  have  faid  that,  in  a 
feries  of  ages,  the  quantity  of  the  waters  which 
covered  the  earth  was  diminiflied  by  the  aftion  of 
the  fun.  The  fame  caufe  continually  fubfifting, 
a  time  mud  arrive  when  the  fea  (hall  be  totally 
cxhaufted  *•  I  feem,  in  faft,  replied  Euclid,-  to 
hear  J£So^  relating  to  his  pilot  the  following  fable : 
Charybdis  has  twice  opened  his  enormous  mouth, 
and  twice  the  waters  which  covered  the  earth  hav« 
ru(bed  ipto  his  bowels ;  the  firft  time  the  moun* 
tains  apper^red,  the  fecond  the  iilands,  and  at  the 

fc  Ariftot.  Meteor,  lib.  2,  cap.  i,  t.  i.  p.  549.   Aiuaim«ap« 
Plut.  de  Plac.  Philof.  lib.  3,  t.  ii.  p,  896. 
*  Dicxl.  Sic.  lib.  1,  p.  7  ct  8. 

►  Ariilot.  Hid.  Animal,  lib.  6,  cap.  i  J,  t,  i.  p.  871, 
1  Democr.  ap.  Ariftot«  Meteor,  libf  j,  cap.  5,  t.  i.  p.  554. 
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third  the  oceto  (hall  difappear '^^  Is  it  poffible 
thac  Democritas  (hould  have  been  ignorant  that, 
though  an  immenfe  quantity  of  vapours  are  raifed 
by  the  heat  of  the  fun>  they  are  foon  converted 
into  rain^  fall  again  upon  the  earthy  and  rapidly 
haften  to  reftore  to  the  fea  the  water  it  had  lolit "  ? 
Can  you  deny^  faid  Anaxarchus,  that  fields  now 
laden  with  harvefts  were  formerly  hidden  beneath 
the  waters  ?  But  iince  the  fea  has  been  forced  to 
abandon  them,  it  mud  be  dimini(hed  in  quantity. 
If  in  certain  places^  anfwered  Euclid*  the  land  has 
gained  on  the  fea^  in  others  the  fea  has  gained  on 
the  land^ 

Anaxarchus  was  preparing  to  reply,  but  I  in<r 
terrupted  him.  I  now,  faid  I  to  Euclid,  undcr- 
ftand  why  (hells  are  found  in  mountains  and  in 
the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  why  we  find  petrified 
fi(h  in  the  quarries  of  Syracufe  '•  The  fea  has  a 
flow  and  regular  progrefs,  by  which  it  proceeds 
over  all  the  regions  of  our  globe  :  it  will  one  day, 
no  doubt,  overwhelm  Athens,  Laced«mon,  and 
the  gr^ateft  cities  of  Greece.  If  this  idea  is  not 
very  flattering  to  the  nations  which  afpire  to  eter- 
nal celebrity,  it  at  leaft  reminds  us  of  thofe  afto- 
ni(hing  revolutions  of  the  heavenly  bodies  con- 
cerning which  I  have  heard  the  Egyptian  pricfts 
— '"'''*^^^^'*^"^'^^"^^— ^"^^^™— ^"" '  III      <i        ,    .      ^ 

"  Draiocr.  ap.  Ariftot.  Mcjteor.  lib.  2,  cap.  3, 1. 1.  p.  554. 

■  Ariftot.  ibid.  lib.  i,  cap.  2»  p.  $^2. 

#  Id.  ibid.  lib.  l^cap.  14,  p.  54661548, 
'     P  Xeaophao.  ap>  Origen.  Philofophv  cap.  14,  t.  L  p.  893. 
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difcourfe.  Has  it  been  poffible  to  fix  the  period 
ofthofeof  thefea? 

Your  imagination  grows  heated^  replied  Euclid; 
be  more  calm.  The  fea  and  continent^  according  to 
us^  are  like  two  great  empires,  which  never  change 
their  place,  though  they  frequently  difpute  the 
pofleflion  of  fome  fmall  frontier  countries.  Some- 
times the  fea  is  forced  to  retire  by  the  mud  and  fand 
which  the  rivers  bring  down  into  it,  and  fometimes 
it  drives  them  back  by  the  a&ion  of  its  waves  and 
other  caufes.  In  Acarnania,  in  the  plain  of  Ilion, 
near  Ephefus  and  the  Meander,  the  accumulations 
of  earth  at  the  mouths  of  rivers  have  added  greatly 
to  the  land  ^* 

When  I  croffed  the  Palus  Maotis,  anfwered  I, 
I  was  informed  that  the  mud  and  llime  depoiited 
continually  by  the  Tanais  had  fo  raifed  the  bottom 
of  the  lake,  that,  for  fome  years  paft,  the  veffels  in- 
tended for  the  trade  of  that  fea  were  built  fmaller 
than  they  formerly  were%  I  can  adduce  a  ftill 
more  remarkable  example,  replied  Euclid :  all 
that  part  of  Egypt  which  extends,  from  north  to 
fouth,  from  the  fea  to  the  Thebais,  is  the  work 
and  a  gift  of  the  Nile.  This  whole  country  in 
ancient  times  was  a  gulf  which  extended  in  a  di- 

4  Herodot.  lib.  2,  cap.  lo.  Strab.  lib.  i,  p.  58 ;  lib.  15, 
p.  595  ct  598.     Diod.  Sic.  lib.  i,  p.  37.  , 

'  Ariftot.  Meteor,  lib.  z,  cap.  14,  t.  i.  p.  549.  Folyb.  Iib.>4, 
p.  308. 
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i^ion  almoft  parallel  to  that  of  the  Red  Sea « ;  but 
the  Nile  has  filled  it  up  with  the  beds  of  flime 
which  it  annually  depofits.  The  faft  is  proved, 
not  only  by  the  traditions  of  the  Egyptians,  the 
nature  of  the  foil,  the  (hells  found* in  the-  moun* 
tains  fituated  above  Memphis  *  * ;  but  alfo  by  an 
obfervation  which  (hews  that,  notwithflanding  its 
aftual  rife,  the  foil  of  Egypt  has  not  yet  attained 
to  the  level  of  the  neighbouring  countries.  Se- 
foftris,  Necos,  Darius,  and  other  princes,  having 
endeavoured  to  cut  canals  of  communication  be- 
tween the  Red  Sea  and  the  Nile,  perceived  that 
the  furface  of  that  fea  was  higher  than  the  land  of 
Egypt*. 

•  While  the  fea  fufTers  fome  part  of  its  dominions 
to  be  wrefted  from  it,  on  its  frontiers,  it  indemni- 
fies itfelf  for  the  lofs  by  encroachments  on  the  land 
in  other  places.  Its  continual  efforts  open  to  it  a 
paffage  through  parts  of  the  land  which  it  filently 
but  inceffantly  corrodes.     The  fea,  according  to 


*  Herodot.  lib.  2,  cap.  11.  Ariftot.  Meteor,  lib.  i,  p.  548, 
Strab.  lib.  I»  p.  50;  lib.  129P.536.  Ephor.  ap.  Diod.  Sic« 
lib.  I9  p*  37*    Diod.  lib.  3,  p.  144. 

*  Herodot.  lib.  2,  cap.  12. 

*  The  ancients  believed  that  a  great  part  of  Egypt  was  the 
work  of  the  Nile :  the  modems  are  divided  on  this  queftion. 
(Sec  Bochard  Gcogr.  Sacr.  lib.  4,  cap.  24,  col.  261.  Frer.  Mera. 
de  TAcad.  desBell.  Lettr.  t.  xvi.  p.  333.  Wood's  Effay  on  the 
priginal  Geninsof  Homer,  p.  103,  &c.&c.) 

»  Herodot.  lib.  2,  cap.  158.  Ariftot.  Meteor,  lib.  i,  cap.  14, 
t.  i.  p«548«    Diod.  Sic,  lib.  I9  p.  29. 
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every  appearance^  has feparated  Sicily. from  Italy*, 
Eubcca  from  BceotiaT,  and  a  number  of  other 
iflands  from  the  neighbouring  continent.  Exten- 
five  countries  have  been  fwallowed  up  by  a  fuddcn 
irruption  of  its  waves.  Thefe  terrifying  revolu- 
tions have  not  been  defcribed  by  our  hiftorians, 
becaufe  hiflory  only  extends  to  a  few  moments  of 
the  life  of  nations ;  but  they  have  fometimes  left 
indelible  traces  in  the  memory  of  a  people. 

If  we  journey  into  Samothrace,  we  fliall  be  in- 
formed that  the  waters  of  the  Pontus  Euxinus^ 
long  inclofed  in  a  bafon  (hut  in  on  all  fides^  and 
inceflantly  increafed  by  the  rivers  of  Europe  and 
Afiai  forced  open  the  paflages  of  the  Bofphorus 
and  the  Hellefpont^  and^  impetuoufly  rufhing  into 
the  iEgean  fea^  extended  its  limits  at  the  expence 
of  the  furrounding  (hores.  Feftivals  inftituted  in 
the  ifland  ftill  prefervc  the  memory  of  the  cala- 
mity with  which  the  inhabitants  were  threatened, 
and  from  which  they  were  preferved  by  the  provi* 
dence  of  the  gods  •.  If  we  confult  mythology,  we 
fliall  be  told  that  Hercules,  whofe  labours  have 
been  confounded  with  thofe  of  Nature,  feparated 
Europe  from  Africa.  Is  it  not  meant,  by  this 
fable,  that  the  Atlantic  ocean  deftroyed  the  ifthmus 
which  united  thefe  two  parts  of  the  earth,  and 

>  iEfchyl.  ap.  8trab.  lib.  6,  p,  258.  Mem  de  I'Acad.  dcsBelU 
Lettr.  t.  xxxvii.  p.  66. 
J  Strab.  lib.  i,  p.  60. 
-^  DIod.  Sic.  lib.  5,  p.  32a. 
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opened  to  itfelf  a  communication  with  the  Medi- 
terranean fea*? 

Other  caufes  have  multiplied  thefe  calamitous 
and  wonderful  efFefts.  Beyond  the  ftrait  of  which 
I  have  juft  fpoken,  there  exifted,  according  to  an- 
cient traditions^  an  ifland  as  large  as  Afia  and 
Africa,  which  with  all  its  wretched  inhabitants  was 
fwallowed  up  by  an  earthquake  in  the  unfathom'* 
able  gulfs  of  the  Adantic  ocean  *.  How  many 
countries  have  been  deluged  by  the  waters  of 
heaven !  How  often  have  impetuous  winds  covered 
fertile  plains  with  mountains  of  fand!  The  air, 
water,  and  fire  feem  to  have  confpired  againft  the 
,  earth.  Yet  thefe  terrible  cataftrophes,  which 
mepace  the  whole  world  with  impending  ruin, 
affeft  only  fome  points  of  the  furface  of  a  globe 
which  is  itfelf  but  as  a  point  in  the  univerfe*. 

We  have  feen  above  that  the  fca  and  land  feize, 
by  right  of  conqueft,  on  the  domains  of  each  other, 
and  by  confequence  at  the  expence  of  unhappy 
mortals.  The  waters  which  flow  over,  or  remain 
ftagnant  on,  the  earth,  do  not  produce  lefs  altera- 
tions on  its  furface.  Not  to  mention  the  rivers 
which  by  turns  carry  plenty  or  defolation  through 
a  country,  we  muft  obferve  that,  at  different  pe- 
riods, the  fame  land  is  furcharged,  fufficiently 


•  Strat.  ap.  Strab. lib.  i,  p.  49.  PHn.  Ub.  3,  cap.  1,  t,  i.  p.  135. 
b  Hat.  in  Tim.  t.  iii.  p.  ij  ;  inCrit.  p.  112,  &c. 
«  Ariftot.  Meteor,  lib.  i,  cap.  14,  t.i.  p.  54^. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


334       TRAVELS    IN    GREECE* 

fupplied  with,  or  abfolutcly  deprived  of  the  wattf 
neceffary  to  fertilife  it.  At  the  time  of  the  Trojan 
war  the  environs  of  Argos  were  a  marfhy  ground^ 
with  but  few  inhabitants  to  cultivate  it ;  while  the 
territory  of  Mycenas,  aboandmg  in  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  vegetation,  produced  luxuriant  harvefts 
and  was  extremely  populous*  But  the  heat  o^ 
the  fun  having,  during  eight  centuries,  ablbrbed 
the  fuperfluous  humidity  of  the  former  of  thefe 
dillrifb,  and  the  moiflure  neceflary  to  the  fecun* 
dity  of  the  latter,  has  rendered  fterile  the  fields  of 
Mycenae,  and  ^  bellowed  fertility  on  thofe  of 
Argos  ^. 

What  nature  has  here  efiefted  on  a  fhiall  fcale, 
(he  has  operated  on  a  larger  over  the  whole  earthy 
which  {he  has  inceflantly  deprived,  by  the  a£tion 
of  the  fun,  of  the  juices  that  fertilife  it.  But  as  they 
mud  thus  at  length  be  totally  exhaufted,  (be  caufesj 
from  time  to  time,  deluges  which,  like  fevere  win- 
ters, quickly  repair  the  loifes  that  certain  regions 
have  fuffered  during  a  long  fucceffion  of  ages  •. 

This  hypothecs  is  confirmed  by  the  annals  of 
our  hiftory,  in  which  we  find  men,  who  had  no 
doubt  efcaped  from  the  wreck  of  their  nation, 
creft   their  dwellings  on  eminences^,  conftruft 

mounds,  and  give  a  courfe  to  the  waters  which 

"  -  -  -  —     ■     -      -      -  .  .  _ 

*  Ariftot.  Meteor,  lib.  i,  cap*  14^  U  i.  p.  547. 

«  Id.  ibid*  p.  548. 

f  Id.  ibid.  p.  547*    Plat.  ap.  Strab.  lib*  13,  p.  59a. 
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had  remained  ftagnant  oa  the  plains.  Thus^  in 
the  mod  ancient  times^  a  king  dF  Lacedsmon 
coUe&ed  into  one  channel  the  waters  with  which 
Laconia  was  covered,  and  formed  the  river  £u- 
fotass. 

From  thefe  remarks  we  may  prefume  that  the 
Nile,  the  Tanais,  and  all  rivers^  though  they  have 
been  called  eternal,  were  at  firft  only  lakes,  formed 
in  fterile  plains  by  fudden  inundations,  and  after* 
wards  compelled,  by  the  induftry  of  men  or  Tome 
other  caufe,  to  make  themfelves  a  way  over  the 
lands  ^.    We  may  alfo  prefume  that  they  aban- 
doned their  channel,  when  ne>^'  revolutions  forced 
them  to  fpread  themfelves  over  places  which  are 
now  dry  and  defert.    Such  is,  according  to  Ari« 
Rotle,  the  diftribution  of  the  waters  which  Nature 
has  beftowed  on  the  different  regions  of  the  earth. 
But  where  does  (he  referve  them  before  (he  ma- 
nifefb  them  to  our  eyes,  and  where  has  (he  placed 
the  origin  of  fountains  and  rivers  ?  She  has  dug, 
fay  fome,  immenfe  refervoirs  in  the  entrails  of  the 
earth,  into  which,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  waters 
of  heaven  penetrate,  and  from  whence  they  flow  in 
greater  or  lefs  abundance  and  continuity,  accord- 
ing to  the  capacity  of  the  receptacle  in  which  they 
are  contained  ^    But,  reply  their  opponents,  what 


t  Paufan.  lib*  3,  cap.  i,  p*204. 

^  Ariflot*  Meteor*  Ub.  I ,  cap.  14,  t,i«  p.  549* 

!  Id.  ibidf  cap.  iji  t«i*  p.  544. 
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receptacle  could  ever  be  fufficiently  fpacious  M 
contain  that  prodigious  quantity  of  water  which 
the  great  rivers  pour  forth  during  a  whole  year  ? 
Though  we  (hould  admit  fubterranean  cavities  for 
the  furplus  of  the  rains ;  yet,  as  thefe  cannot  fuffice 
for  the  daily  expence  of  the  rivers  and  fountains^ 
we  muft  acknowledge  that,  at  all  times,  and  in 
every  place,  the  air,  or  rather  the  vapour  with 
which  it  is  loaded,  condenfed  by  cold,  is  converted 
into  water  in  the  bofom  of  the  earth,  and  on  its 
furface,  as  it  is  changed  into  rain  in  the  atmo-^ 
fphere.  This  operation  is  ftill  more  eafily  per- 
formed on  the  mountains,  becaufe  their  fuperfictes 
arrefts  a  prodigious  quantity  of  vapours  in  their 
paflage;  and  it  is  therefore  remarked  that  the 
greateft  mountains  give  birth  to  the  greateft 
rivers  K 

Anaxarchus  and  Meton  having  taken  leave  of 
Euclid,  I  remained,  and  requefted  him  to  commu- 
nicate to  me  fome  of  his  ideas  on  that  part  of 
phyfics  which  particularly  confiders  the  effence, 
properties,  and  reciprocal  aftion  of  bodies.  This 
fcience,  replied  Euclid,  has  fome  relation  to  that 
•f  divination.  The  objeft  of  the  one  is  to  explain 
tlie  intention  of  Nature  in  ordinary  cafes ;  and  that 
of  the  other,  to  interpret  the  will  of  the  gods  by 
extraordinary  events :  but  the  difcoveries  of  the 
former  muft  fooner  or  later  deted:  the  impofturc 

^  Ariftot.  Meteor,  lib*  itf  cap*  1 3,  t.  i.  p.  545. 
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of  Its  rivaU  A  time  fliall  come  when  thofe  prodi- 
gies which  alarm  the  vulgar  (hall  be  claffed  among 
the  ordinary  produftions  of  nature,  or  when  the 
fH-efent  blindncfs  of  the  multitude  (hall  alone  be 
confidered  as  a  kind  of  prodigy. 

The  eflTefts  of  nature  being  infinitely  varied, 
and  their  caufes  infinitely  obfcure,  natural  philo- 
fophy  hias  hitherto  only  been  able  to  hazard  con* 
jeftures.  There  is  perhaps  no  truth  of  which  it  has 
not  had  a  glimpfe,  nor  any  abfurdity  which  it  has 
not  advanced.  It  ought  therefore  a%  prefent  to  con- 
fine itfelf  to  obfervations,  and  refer  the  conclufions 
from  them  to  future  ages.  Yet,  though  fcarcely  out 
of  its  infiuicy,  it  has  already  manifefted  the  indif- 
cretion  and  prefumption  of  a  more  advanced  age ; 
it  rons  where  it  ought  only  to  creep ;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  rigid  rules  which  it  has  prefcribed  to 
itfelf,  wc  every  day  fee  it  credb  fyftems  on  mere 
probabilities,  or  on  frivolous  appearances. 

I  (hall  not  here  repeat  what  the  different  fchool^ 
have  faid  on  each  of  the  phsenomena  which  are 
the  objefts  of  our  fenfes.  If  I  flop  to  explain  the 
theory  of  the  elements,  and  the  application  that 
has  been  made  of  that  theory,  it  is  becaufe  nothing 
slppears  to  me  to  give  a  more  juft  ii^ea  of  the  faga- 
city  of  the  Greek  philofophers.  Tt  is  of  little  im- 
portance whether  their  principles  were  well  or  ill 
founded  ;  they  mxy  perhaps  one  day  becenfured 

Vol.  V.  Z 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


33*       TRAVELS    IN    GREECE. 

for  the  inaccuracy  of  their  notions  on  natural  phi* 
lofophy,  but  it  will  at  lead  be  acknowledged  thaT 
they  erred  like  men  of  genius. 

How  was  it  poffible  diat  the  firft  philofbphen, 
who  wifhed  to  gain  a  knowledge  of  the  conflituent 
principles  of  fenfible  beings^  Ihould  flatter  them- 
felves  that  they  (hould  be  fuccefsful  in  their  en* 
quiries  ?  Art  furnUhes  no  means  to  analyfe  thefe 
beings.  Divifion^  how  long  foever  it  may  be 
contipuedy  prefents  to  the  eye  or  imagination  of 
the  obferver  only  fur£ices  more  or  lefs  extended  : 
yet  it  feemed  apparent,  after  repeated  trials,  that 
there  were  in  nature  two  fpecies  of  bodies,  Ample 
and  compound ;  that  the  latter  were  only  the  re- 
fult  of  the  combination  of  the  former ;  and,  in  a 
word,  that  the  fimple  boiHes  preferved  in  the  com- 
pound the  fame  affedions  and  the  fame  properties 
which  they  before  poflefled«  The  path  was  then 
opened,  and  it  appeared  eflential  firft  to  ftudy  the 
nature  of  fimple  bodies.  The  following  are  fome 
obfervations  that  have  been  made  on  this  fubjeA. 
I  received  them  from  Ariftotle. 

The  earthy  water,  air,  and  fire  are  the  elements^ 
of  all  bodies ;  thus  every  body  may  be  refolved 
into  (ami  of  thefe  elements  K 

The  elements,  being  fimple  bodies,  cannot  be 
divided  into  bodies  of  another  nature;  but  they 

^  Arillot.  de  Cocl.  Kb.  3,  cap,  3, 1. 1.  p*  477. 
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mutually  generate  each  otherj  and  are  inceflantly 
changed  one  into  the  other  ^* 

It  is  impoffible  precifely  to  afcertain  in  what 
proportion  thefe  conftituent  principles  are  com- 
bined in  each  body ;  it  is  therefore  only  by  conjec- 
ture that  Empedocles  has  faid  that  a  bone  is  com- 
pofed  of  two  parts  of  water,  two  of  eanh,  and  four 
of  fire  *• 

We  are  not  better  acquainted  with  the  form  of 
the  integral  parts  of  the  elements  ;  thofe  who  have 
endeavoured  to  determine  this  queftion  have  la« 
boured  without  fuccefs.  To  explain  the  properties 
of  fire,  fome  have  faid  that  its  particles  mud  be  of 
a  pyramidal  figure,  and  others  that  they  mud  be 
fpherical.  The  folidity  of  the  globe  which  we 
inhabit  has  caufed  the  Qubical  form  to  be  affigned 
to  the  terreftrial  elements 

The  elements  poflefs  in  themfelves  a  principle 
of  motion  and  reft  which  is  inherent  in  them  K 
This  principle  compels  the  element  of  earth  to 
tend  towards  the  centre  of  the  univerfe,  the  water 
to  raife  itfelf  above  the  earth,  the  air  to  aicend 
above  the  water,  and  the  fire  to  mount  above  the 
air  y    Thus  pofitive  gravity,  without  any  mixture 

*  Ariftot.  de  Ccel.  lib.  %,  cap,  ^  p«  479.  Id.  de  Gener.  lib.  a, 
cap.  lOy  t.  i.  p*  52|«    MoShan.  in  Cudw.  t.  i.  p.  24. 

*  AriftoU  die  Antm.  lib.  I9  cap.  7»  t«  i.  p.  ^37. 

*  Id.  dc  CoeL  lib.  <»  cap.  8,  p.  483. 

P  Id.  de  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  a,  cap*  i,  t.  !•  p,  3a  7.  Id.  de 
Ccel.  lib.  I9  cap.  a,  t.i.  p.  43a. 

«  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4,  cap.  4,  p.  489.  "^ 
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of  levity,  appenains  only  to  the  earth;  and  pofitire 
levity,  without  any  mixture  of  gravity,  only  to  fire; 
the  two  intermediaiy  elements,  air  and  water,  have 
with  relation  to  the  two  extremes  only  a  relative 
gravity  and  levity,  fincc  they  are  lighter  than  earth 
and  heavier  than  fire.  The  relative  gravity  is  no 
longer  .perceived  when  the  body  which  pofiefies 
it  defcends  into  a  region  inferior  to  its  own ;  thus 
the  air  lofes  its  gravity  in  the  water,  and  the  water 
tin  the  earth.'. 

..  ;  Ybuiare  of  opinion,  then,  faid  I  to  Euclid,  that 
the  air  is  heavy  ?  It  cannot  be  doubted,  anfwered 
he ;  a  bladder,  when  inflated,  weighs  more  than 
•when  it  contains  no  air*. 

.  To  the  four  elements  are  annexed  four  eflential 
properties,  cold,  heat,  drynefs,  and  humidity.  The 
two  former  are  adive,  the  two  latter  paffive^ 
Of  thefe  each  element  poflelTes  two :  earth  is  cold 
and  dry,  water  cold  and  moift,  air  hot  and  moift, 
and  fire  dry  and  hot  "•  The  oppofition  of  thefe 
qualities  promotes  the  defigns  of  Nature,  who  al- 
ways works  by  contraries,  and  therefore  arc  they 
the  only  agents  which  (he  employs  to  produce  all 
her  efFeds  *. 


«*  Anftot.  dc  CoeL  lib,  4,  cap.  4,  p.  490* 
.»  Id.  ibid. 

«  Id.  Meteor",  lib.  4,  cap.  1, 1. 1.  p.  583. 
»  Id.de  Gener,  lib.  3,  cap.  3,  p.  5 16. 

>  Id.  de  Na^  Aufcult.  lib.  i,  cap.  6f  t.  i.  p.  321.     Plut.  adr* 
Col.  t.ii.  p.  liii. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC     * 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE.  341^ 
The  elements  which  have  a  common  property 
Ave  eafily  changed  one  into  another ;  it  fuffices  ' 
for  this  to  deftroy  in  either  the  property  by  which  • 
they  differ  y.  Should  any  external  caufe  deprive 
water  of  its  coldnefs,  and  communicate  warmth 
to  it,  it  will  be  warm  and  moift,  and  will  then 
poffefs  the  two  charafteriftic  properties  of  air, 
and  will  no  longer  be  diftinguifhable  from  that 
dement  J  this  is  effefted  by  ebullition,  which  caufcs 
the  water  to  evaporate  and  afcend  into  the  region 
of  the  air.  If  another  caufe  (hould  there  deprive 
it  of  its  heat,  and  reftore  to  it  its  natural  coldnefs, 
it  will  re-affume  its  original  form,  and  fall  again 
to  the  earth  j  which  is  the  cafe  when  it  rains.  In 
like  manner,  if  earth  lofes  its  frigidity,  it  will  be 
changed  into  fire ;  and,  if  it  be  deprived  of  its  dry- 
nefs,  tranfmuted  into  water  *. 

The  elements  which  have  no  common  quality 
afc  alfo  reciprocally  changed  into  each  other,  but 
thefe  permutations  are  more  fare  and  flow  \ 

From  thefe  obfervations,  fupported  by  fafts  and 
induftions  ^,  it  will  be  eafily  conceived  that  com- 
pound bodies  muft  be  more  or  lefs  heavy  accord- 
ing as  they  contain  a  greater  or  lefs  number  of 
particles  of  the  elements  which  have  pofitive  or 


y  Ariftot,  dc  Gencn  lib,  2,  cap.  4,  p*  $I7« 

*  Id.  Meteor,  lib.  2,  cap.  4,  t.  i.  p.  558. 

•  Id.  deGenerat.  lib.  2,  cap.  4, 1. 1.  p-  517. 
^  Id*  Meteor,  lib,  49  cap.  z,  t  u  p«  583, 
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relative  gravity  *•  If,  of  two  bodies  of  an  equal 
fize»  we  find  that  one  is  heavier  than  the  other^  we 
(ball  conclude  that  the  terrcflrial  element  predo- 
minates in  the  former^  and  water  or  w*  in  the 
latter. 

Water  is  evaporated  by  heat^  and  frozen  by 
cold ;  hence  the  liquids  fubjeft  to  the  fiune  vicifli- 
tudes  will  be>  in  a  great  meafurCi  compofed  of 
that  element^.  Heat  dries  and  hardens  the  earthy 
and  thus  all  bodies  on  which  it  ads  in  the  fame 
manner  will  be  principally  compofed  of  the  terref* 
trial  element. 

From  the  nature  ofihc  four  elements,  and  their 
cflential  properties^  which  are  heat^  cold,  drynefs, 
and  humidity,  are  derived,  not  only  the  gravity 
and  levity,  but  alfo  the^denfity  and  rarity,  foftnefs 
and  hardnefs^  fragility,  flexibility,  and  all  the 
other  qualities  of  compound  bodies  ^  Hence  we 
are  able  to  account  for  their  continual  changes^ 
and  to  expUin  the  phaenomena  of  heaven,  and  the 
produftions  of  the  earth.  In  the  heavens  the  me- 
teors ^  and  in  the  bofom  of  our  globe  the  foffils, 
metals,  &c.  are  only  the  produdtions  of  dry  exha- 
lations or  humid  vapours  >• 

The  following  example  will  (bow,  in  the  cleared 

•  Ariftol.  dcCoeL  lib.  4,  cap.  4,  t*  i.  p.  490. 
*-  Id.  Meteor,  lib.  4,  cap*  io»  t.  x.  p.  597. 

•  Id.  de  Pkrt.  Anim.  m.  2»  cap.  i,  t.  i.  p.  976*  Id.  Meteor, 
lib.  4*  cap*  «»  3»  *c.  t.  u  p.  585. 

f  Id.  Meteor,  lib.  2»  cap.  4»  p.  5$8« 
I  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3,  cap.  6»  p-j^J. 
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mwiDcr,  the  ufc  which  is  made  of  the  preceding 
notions.    Natural  philofophers  were  divided  con* 
cerning  the  caufe  of  earthquakes :   DemocrituSi 
among  others^  attributed  them  to  abundant  rains, 
which  penetrated  the  earth,  and  which  on  ceruin 
occafions  (the  vaft  refervoirs  of  water  that  have 
been  imagined  in  the  bowels  of  the  globe  not 
being  able  to  contain  them)  made  violent  efforts 
to  efcape^.    Ariftotle,  conformably  to  the  prin- 
ciples above  inculcated,  aflerts,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  rain-water,  rarefied  by  the  internal  heat  of 
the  earth,  or  by  that  of  the  fun,  is  converted  into 
a  quantity  of  air,  which,  finding  no  iflue,  (hakes 
and  raifes  the  fuper-incumbent  ftrata  of  the  globe  ^ 
The  ancient  philofophers  wiflied  to  know  how 
things  had  been  made,  before  they  endeavoured  to 
difcover  what  their  aftual  properties  are  K    The 
book  of  nature  was  open  before  their  eyes ;  but 
inftead  of  reading  it,  they  undertook  to  comment 
on  it.    After  long  and  ufelefs  labours,  it  was  at 
length  perceived  that  to  be  acquainted  with  ani* 
mals,  plants,  and   the  various   produdions   of 
nature,  it  was  neceflary  to  ftudy  them  with  un* 
wearied  affiduity.    The  refult  has  been  a  body  of 
obfervations,  and  a  new  fcience  more  curious, 
.fruitful,  and  interefting  than  ancient  [^yfics.    If 


^  Ariftot.  Meteor,  lib.  at  cap.  j,  U  u  p.  566. 

>  Id.  ibid.  cap.  8. 

^  Id.  de  Part.  Anim.  lib.  u  cap.  i,  t.  i.  p.  967  et  968. 
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a  philofopher,  after  having  long  ftudied  the  nature 
of  animals,  fliould  wi(h  to  communicate  to  others 
the  fruits  of  his  refearches,  he  ought  to  be  able 
perfedly  to  difcharge  two  effential  duties;  firft, 
that  of  the  hiftorian,  and  afterwards  that  of  the 
commentator. 

As  an  hiftorian,  he  (hould  treat  of  their  lize, 
(hape,  colour^  nutriment,  difpofition  and  manners; 
he  fhould  be  able  to  explain  anatomically  the 
ftruAure  of  their  bodies,  which  fliould  be  known 
to  him  by  means  of  diffeftion^ 

As  a  commentator,  he  fliould  excite  our  admi- 
ration by  explaining  the  wifdom  of  Nature  "  in 
the  adaptation  of  their  organs  to  the  ufes  for  which 
they  were  intended,  to  the  element  in  which  each 
creature  is  to  live,  and  to  the  principle  of  life  by 
which  it  is  animated  ^  ;  and  he  fliould  be  able  to 
point  out  the  fame  wife  contrivance  in  the  diffe- 
rent  fprings  which  produce  motion  %  and  in  the 
means  employed  to  preferve  and  perpetuate  each 
fpecies  ^ 

However  limited  the  ftudy  of  the  celeftial  and 
eternal  bodies  may  be,  it  more  excites  our  trans- 
ports than  that  of  terreflrial  and  perifliable  fub- 


>  Ariftot,  de  Anim.  InceiT.  cap.  7,  t.  u  p.  73S*     Id.  Hift* 
Anim.  lib.  2,  cap.  1 1^  t.  i.  p.  785. 
^  Id.  de  Part.  Anim.  pafum. 
"  Id.  ibid,  lib,  i,  c^p.  5,  t.  i.  p.  976. 
•  Id,  de  Anim.  Inccff.  t.  i.  p«  733. 
p  Id.  de  Gencr.  t.  i.  p.  493, 
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itances.  It  may  be  faid  that  the  view  of  the 
.  heavens  makes  the  fame  impreffion  on  the  natural 
philofopher,  as  beauty  makes  on  a  man  who,  to 
obtain  the  objeft  of  whom  he  is  enamoured,  would 
willingly  confent  to  clbfe  his  eyes  on  the  reft  of 
the  world  ^.  But  if  philofophy,  in  afcending  to 
the  fuperior  regions,  aftoniflies  us  by  the  fublimity 
of  her  difcoveries,  at  leaft  while  (he  remains  on 
earth  (he  delights  us  by  the  profufion  of  knowledge 
which  flie  procures  us,  and  which  indemnifies  us 
with  intereft  for  all  the  toil  it  may  have  coft  us. 
What  charms,  in  faft,  does  not  Nature  difFufe 
over  the  labours  of  the  philofopher  who,  convinced 
ihat  (he  does  nothing  in  vain  %  has  been  able  to 
difcover  the  fecret  of  her  operations,  who  every 
where  recognizes  the  imprefs  of  her  greatnefs,  and 
imitates  not  the  puerile  pride  of  thofe  minds  who 
difdain  to  caft  down  their  eyes  upon  an  infefl:  ? 
Some  ftrangers  coming  to  confult  Heraclitus  found 
him  near  an  oven,  where  he  had  taken  refuge  from 
the  rigours  of  the  feafon.  As  they  flopped  on  the 
threftiold  of  the  door,  from  a  kind  of  fliame,  he 
cried  out  to  them,  *'  Enter !  the  immortal  gods  do 
not  difdain  to  honour  thefe  places  with  their  pre- 
fence,"  The  majefty  of  Natur*  in  like  manner 
ennobles  the  beings  which  are  moft  vile  in  our 

^  Ariftot  dc  Part.  Anim.  lib.  i,  cap,  5,  t.  i.  p.  974. 
'  Id.  de  Cosh  lib.  2,  cap.  11,  t.  i.  p.  463.    Id.  de  Anim. 
Inceff.  cap*.  2,  t.  i.  p.  734. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


34*       TRAVELS    IN    GREECE* 
eyes ;  every  where  this  commoo  mother  afts  widk 
profound  wifdonii  and  by  ways  which  lead  with 
cenaimy  to  the  ends  Ihe  has  propofed\ 

When  we  glance  over  the  infinite  number  of  her 
|N(odaftions,  we  immedntely  perceive  that^  to  ftudy 
cboB  with  profit,  difcera  their  rebtions,  and  de* 
fcribe  them  with  accuracy,  it  isnecefliuy  to  arrange 
them  in  a  certain  order,  and  diftribute  them  firft 
into  a  fmail  number  of  dafles,  fuch  as  thofe  of 
animak,  plants,  and  minerals.  If  we  afterwards 
examine  each  of  thefe  clafles,  we  (hall  find  that 
the  beings  of  which  they  are  compofed,  having 
between  themfelves  refemblances  and  differences 
more  or  iefs  fenfible,*(hould  be  divided  and  fub- 
divided  into  various  fpecies,  until  we  arrive  at  in* 
dividuals. 

Scales  of  thb  kind  would  be  eafy  to  form,  if  it 
were  poffible  ezadly  to  afcertain  the  tranfition  from 
one  fpecies  to  another;  but  thefe  changes  being 
made  in  an  imperceptible  manner*,  we  inceflantly 
rifk  confounding  what  ought  to  be  diftinguiflied, 
and  diftinguKhing  what  is  in  reality  not  different. 
This  is  the  defeft  of  the  methods  which  ^ve 
hitherto  been  made  public  * ;  and  in  which  we  fee 
with  furprife  cenain  birds  claffed  among  aquatic 
animals,  or  in  a  fpecies  equally  foreign  to  their  na« 

•  Ariftot.  de  Fkrt*  Anim.  lib.  i,  cap.  5»  t«  u  p.  975. 
<  Id.  Hift.  Aniin*  lib.  8»  cap.  I9  t.  i.  p.  897. 

•  Id*  dc  Part.  Aninu  lib*  i,  cap.  2,  t*  i.  p*  971* 
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ture.  The  authors  of  thcfe  fchemes  have  been 
miftaken  in  their  principiej  they  have  judged  of 
the  whole  by  the  part.  Thus  fome^  taking  wings 
for  a  fpecific  difference,  have  divided  all  animals 
into  two  great  faniilie$9  the  one  containing  thofe 
which  have  wings^  and  the  other  thofe  which  have 
not;  without  perceiving  that,  among  individuals  of 
the  fame  fpecies,  as  for  example  ants,  there  are 
fome  which  have  wings,  and  others  which  have 
them  not  ^ 

The  divifion  of  animals  into  domeftic  and  wild, 
though  adopted  by  fome  nacuralifts,  is  equally  de* 
feftive ;  for  man,  and  the  animals  which  he  has 
been  able  to  tame,  do  not  fpecifically  differ  from 
the  man,  the  horfe,  and  the  dog  that  live  in  the 
woodsT« 

Every  divifion,  to  be  exaft,  ought  to  eftablifli 
a  real  difference  between  the  objeds  which  it  dif- 
tinguilhes;  and  every  difference,  to  be  fpecific^ 
ought  to  unite  in  one  fingle  and  fame  fpecies  all 
the  individuals  which  appertain  to  it  * ;  that  is  to 
fay,  all  thofe  which  are  abfolutely  alike,  or  which 
differ  only  by  more  or  lefs. 

As  thefe  conditions  are  very  difficult  to  fulfil  % 
Ariftotle  has  conceived  a  plan  which  unites  all  the 
advantages,  without  any  of  the  inconveniences,  of 
*■  I      '  ■  ■  ■■■■'■■■ 

*  Ariftot.de  Part.  Anim.  lib*  l,  cap.  $$  t.  i.  p.  971. 
f  Id.  ibid.  p.  97a. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p. 97 1. 

*  Id.  Ibid.  lib.  !»  cap.  4,  p.  974, 
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the  preceding  methods.     He  will  explain  it  in^ 
one  of  his  treatifes  ^  ;  and  this  treatife  will  certainly 
be  the  work  of  the  man  of  induftry  who  omits 
.  nothing,  and  the  man  of  genius  who  fees  every 
thing*. 

Among  die  obfervations  with  which  he  will  en- 
rich his  hiftory  of  animals,  there  are  fome  which 
he  has  communicated  to  me,  and  which  I  (hall 
here  repeat,  that  you  may  know  in  what  manner 
nature  is  at  prefent  ftudied. 

I  ft.  Confidering  animals  withrefpcft  tB  climate, 
it  has  been  found  that  wild  ones  are  more  ferocious 
in  Afia,  ftronger  in  Europe,  and  more  varied  ia 
'their  forms  in  Africa,  which  according  to  the  pro- 
verb is  ever  produftive  of  fome  new  monfter^* 
Thofe  which  live  on  the  mountains  are  more  mif- 
chievous  than  thofe  of  the  plains  ^.  I  know  not, 
however,  whether  this  difference  proceeds  from 
the  places  which  they  inhabit,  or  from  the  defeft 
of  food ;  for  in  Egypt,  where  feveral  kinds  of  ani- 
mals are  provided  with  fuftenance,  the  moft  fierce 
and  the  gentleft  live  quietly  together,  and  the 
crocodile  licks  the  hand  of  the  prieft  who  brings 
him  food  \ 


*  Ariftot.  Hlft.  Anlm,  t.  i,  p.  761. 

*  M.  de  Buffon  has  extremely  well  explained  this  plan  la  the 
pre&cc  to  the  firft  volume  of  his  Natural  iiiftory, 

*  An'ftot.  Hift.  Animal  lib.  S,  cap.  28^  t.  i.  p.  920,  A« 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  20,  p.  920,  C. 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  9y  cap.  i,  p,  923, 
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The  climate  has  a  powerfol  influence  oh  thdr 
manners  ^  Extreme  cold  or  heat  renders  them 
ferocious  and  cruel  »•  The  winds,  waters,  and 
the  aliments  on  whkh  they  fubfift,  are  fomctimes 
fuf&cient  to  produce  confiderabic  differences  ^. 
•The  nations  of  the  fouth  are  timid  and  abje6t, 
thofe  of  the  north  courageous  and  confident ;  but 
the  former  are  more  enlightened,  perhaps  becaufe 
they  are  more  ancient,  perhaps  alfo  becaufe  they 
are  more  foftened  and  enfeebled;  for,  in  faft^ 
men  of  daring  and  ardent  paffions  are  rarely  tor* 
mented  with  the  refUefs  ddSre  of  obtaining  know 
ledge  *• 

The  fame  caufc  which  produces  thcfe  moral 
differences  among  men,  ads  alfo  on  their  organi- 
zation. Among'  other  proofs  of  this  obfervation, 
it  may  be  remarked  that  the  colour  of  die  eye  is  com- 
monly blue  in  cold,  and  black  in  hot  countries  ^. 
ad.  Birds  are  very  fenfible  of  the  rigours  of  the 
feafons  ^  At  the  approach  of  winter  or  of  fam- 
mer,  fome  defcend  into  the  plain,  or  retire  to  the 
mountains  j  others  depart  into  diftant  countries,  to 
breathe  a  more  temperate  air.  Thus,  to  avoid  the 
excefs.  of  heat  and  cold,  the  Perfian  monarch  fuc- 


f  Plat,  dc  Leg.  lib.  C,  t.  ii.  p.  747. 

s  Ariitot.  Problem,  fedi.  149 1.  ii.  p.  750. 

fc  Plat,  de  Leg.  ibid. 

*  Ariilot.  ibid.  p.  75a, 

^  Id.  ibid.  Pf.751.. 

I  Idi^  Hid.  Anim.  lib.  B,  jcap.  it,  t.  i.  p.  9081 
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ceffively  removes  his  court  to  the  Dortfacni  and 
At  fouthem  provinces  of  his  empire  "*• 

The  time  of  the  deparcur^t?  and  return  <£  hird% 
h  always  about  the  equinoxes.  The  weakefl:  lead 
the  van.  They  almod  all  go  together,  and  as  it 
were  in  tribes ;  and  have  fometimes  a  long  journey 
to  perform  before  they  arrive  at  the  place  of  their 
ileftination.  The  cranes  come  from  Scythia,  and 
dtreft  their  courfe  to  the  marihes  in  Upper  Egypt, 
and  the  places  where  the  Nile  has  its  (burce,  and 
where  the  pygmies  are  found. — How  !  faid  I,  do 
you  believe  in  the  exiflcnce  of  pygmies?  Are  they 
ftill  at  war  with  the  cranes,  as  they  were  in  Ho* 
mer's  time*  ?  That  war,  replied  he,  is  a  fidion  of 
the  poet,  which  will  not  be  adopted  by  the  hifto^ 
nan  of  nature  ••  The  pygmies,  however,  really 
exift ;  they  are  a  race  of  men  who  are  very  fmall, 
as  are  likewife  their  horfes ;  they  are  black,  and 
Kve  in  caves  after  the  manner  of  the  Troglodyte  \ 

The  fame  caufe,  added  Euclid,  which  com- 
pels certsun  birds  annually  to  exchange  one  coun* 
.try  for  another,  ads  likewife  in  the  depths  of  the 

*  Xenoph.  Inftit.  Cyr.  lib.  8,  p«  tit^  Flut.  de  Exil.  t.  iu 
p*  604.  Atben*  lib.  12,  p.  513.  JSuan*  de  AnimaL  tib*  3^ 
cap.  i^. 

^  Homer.  Iliad.  lib.  3,  v.  4. 

*  Arillotle  has  not  related  thii  &ble»  thoagh  he  has  been 
accufed  of  it  by  fomc  writers  on  the  authority  otthe  Latin  tranf- 
lation. 

«  Ariftot.  Hift.  Anima].  lib.  8,  cap.  I2,  p«907.  Hax)dot. 
hi).  7,  cap.  42.  Nonnos  ap.  Phot,  p,  8.  Ctefias  ap.  cuod. 
p.  144.    Mem.  de  I'Acad.  det  Bell.  Lettr.  t.  xxviii.  p.  306. 
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waters  K  At  Byzantium  we  fee,  at  dated  ttmes^ 
feveral  fpecies  of  fid),  fotnetimes  afcend  towards  the 
Pontus  Euxinus,  and  at  other  fealbns  defcend  inu> 
the  jEgean  Sea ;  they  go  in  a  coUeAive  body,  like 
the  birds;  and  their  route»  like  human  life,  b 
marked  by  the  fiuues  which  await  them  in  their 
paflage* 

Rdearches  have  been  made  into  the  duration  of 
the  life  of  animals ;  and  it  has  been  thought  that, 
in  many  fpecies,  the  females  live  longer  than  the 
males.  But,  without  attending  to  this  diflference^ 
we  may  affirm  that  dogs  commonly  live  fourteeo 
or  fifteen,  and  fometimes  even  twenty  years*; 
oxen  about  the  fame  time';  horfes  ufually  eig^t* 
een  or  twenty,  fometimes  thirty,  or  even  fifty  * ; 
affcs  above  thirty  *  * ;  camels  above  fifty  •  f-,  and 
Ibmetimes  even  to  a  hundred  * ;  elephants,  accord^ 
ing  to  ibme,  live  two  hundred  years,  and,  accord* 
ing  to  others,  three  hundred  r.  It  was  anciently 
pretended  that  the  ftag  lived  four  times  the  age  of 
the  crow,  and  the  latter  nine  times  the  age  of 

■  II  I  m^  ■ 

P  Ariftot.  Hift.  Animal,  lib*  8,  cap.  1 3,  p.  909. 

4  Id*  ibid.  lib.  6,  cap.  20,  t.  u  p.  878.    buff.  Hift.  N«L  1. 1. 


p.  tit. 
'  Anltot.  ibi<l.  cap.  2t,  p.  I 
•  Id,  ibid*  cap.  J2|  p.  88o. 


Lriftot.  ibid.  cap.  2t,  p.  879. 


(  Id.  ibid.  cap.  25;  p.  88i. 

*  According  to  M.  dc  Bufl 

jcan  (Hift.  I^tur.  t.  iv.p.  226) 


*  According  to  M.  dc  Buflbn,  afles  like  horfcs  live  25  or  30 
an  (Hift.  I^tur.  t.  iv.p.  226).  ' 
■  Ariftot.  Hift.  Animal,  lib.  69  cap.  26,  p.  882. 

f  Accordiaff  to  M.  de  BiifFon,  40  or  50  years  (t.  ii.  p.  239)« 

*  Ariftot.  pSft.  Aoiinal.  lib.  8,  cap.  9»  p.  906. 


7  Id^ibid. 
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man  *•    All  that  is  at  prefent  certainly  knowiir 
With  refpeA  to  the  (tag  is>  that  the  time  of  gefta- 
lion  and  the  rapid  growth  of  that  animal  will  noC 
permit  us  to  fuppofc  that  it  is  very  long-lived  *. 

Nature  fomctimes  produces  exceptions  to  her 
general  laws.  The  Athenians  will  tell  you  of  a 
mule  which  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  At 
the  time  the  temple  of  Minerva  was  built  it  was 
iet  at  liberty^  and  releafed  from  all  further  labour^ 
on  account  of  its  great  age ;  but  it  (till  continued 
to  go  before  the  others^  animating  them  by  its  ex- 
ample>  and  feeking  to  partake  in  their  toil.  The 
dealers  in  the  markets  were,  by  a  decree  of  the 
people,  forbidden  to  drive  it  away  when  it  ap*. 
proached  the  bafkets  of  grain  or  fruits  which  they 
cxpofed  to  fale  *. 

It  has  been  remarked,  as  I  have  faid  above, 
that  nature  pafTes  from  one  genus  or  (pecies  to 
another  by  imperceptible  gradations'^;  and  that 
from  man  to  the  mod  infenfible  beings  all  her 
produftions  feem  to  form  one  .clofely  connected, 
feries.  Let  us  begin  with  minerals,  which  confti- 
tute  the  firft  link  of  the  chain. 

I  behold  only  a  matter  which  is  paffive,  fterile, 
unorganized,  and  confequently  without  wants  and 

»  Hefiod.  ap.  Plut.  de  Orac,  Defect.  !•  ii\  p.  415. 
■  Ariftot.  Hid.  Animal,  lib.  6,  cap.  29,  p.  883. 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  24,  p.  882.     Plin.  lib.  8,  cap.  44, 1. 1.  p.  470» 
Jlut.  de  Solcit.  Aiiim.  t.  ii.  p.  970. 

«  Ariftot.  ibid.  lib.  8,  cap.  1,  t.  i.  p.  897. 

without 
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whhbuti  funftions.  Prdently  I  feem  to  difcern  in 
certain  plants  a  kind  of  motion,  fome  obfcure  fen* 
fationS)  a  fpark  of  life ;  and  in  all  a  conftant  repro- 
dudion^  but  deprived  of  thofe  maternal  cares  by 
which  it  is  cheriJhed .  I  repair  to  the  fhores  of  the 
fe^  and  am  inclined  to  doubt  whether  its  (hell-fifli 
belong  to  the  cla6  of  animals  or  to  that  of  vegetables. 
Again  I  return,  and  the  figns  of  life  multiply 
around  me.  I  fee  beings  that  move,  refpire,  and 
are  influenced  by  paffions  and  duties.  If  there  are 
(bme  that^  like  the  plants  of  which  I  have  juft 
fpoken,  are  abandoned  to  chance  from  the  mo- 
iiient  of  their  birth,  there  are  others  whofe  educa- 
tion is  attended  to  with  more  care.  Thefe  live  in 
fociety  with  the  fruit  of  their  loves ;  thofe  are  be- 
come ftrangers  to  their  families.  Several  prefent 
to  me  the  iketch  of  our  manners  :  I  find  among 
them  gentfe  and  ungovernable  difpofitions ;  the 
figns  of  mildnefs,  courage,  audacity,  barbarity, 
fear,  and  cowardice,  and  fometimes  even  the  image 
of  prudende  and  reafon.  We  poflefs  underftand* 
ing,  wifdom,  and  the  arts ;  and  they  have  facuhies 
Vhich  fupply  the  place  of  thefe  advantages^. 
■  This  fucceflion  of  analogies  at  length  condufts 
us.  to  the  extremity  of  the  chain,  where  man  is 
pbaced.  Among  the  qualities  which  entitle  him 
'  to  the  firft  rank,  I  remark  two  which  are.efleati^l: 

*  Ariftot.  Hift.  Anim.  lib.  8,  cap.  i,  t.  i.  p.  897;  Hb.  9, 
cap.  7,  p.  928. 

Vol.  V,  A  a 
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the  firft  is  that  underftanding,  which  while  he  Ihret 
raifes  him  to  the  contemplation  of  celeflial  thixigs  ^  i 
and  the  fecond  his  happy  organization,  and  efpe* 
cially  the  touchy  the  firft,  moft  necefiary,  and  moft 
lexquifite  of  our  fcnfcs^,  the  fource  of  induftryt 
and  the  inftrument  moft  proper  to  fecond  the  ope- 
rations of  the  mind.  It  is  to  the  hand^  faid  the 
philofopher  Anaxagoras^  that  man  owes  a  part.oE 
his  fupcriority  over  other  animals  <• 

But  why,  faid  I,  do  you  place  man  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  chain )  Is  the  imnqenfe  fpace  which 
feparates  him  from  the  Divine  Being  only  one  vaft 
defert  ?  The  Egyptians,  the  Chaldean  magi,  the 
Phrygians,  and  the  Thracians  fill  this  interval  with 
beings  as  much  fuperior  to  us  as  we  are  to  the 
brutes^. 

I  meant,  replied  Euclid^  only  to  fpeak  of  viiiblie 
beings.  It  is  to  be  prefumed  that  there  are  above 
us  an  infinite  number  of  others  who  efcape  our 
fight.  From  the  rudeft  kind  of  exiftence  we  have 
afcended  by  imperceptible  degrees  to  our  own 
fpecies;  and,  in  proceeding  from  that  limit  to  the 
Divinity,  we  muft,  no  doubt,  pafs  through  difier* 


,.    «  Ariftot.  de  Mor.  lib.  io»  cap.  9»  t.  ii.  p.  140. 
*     'Id.  de  Part.  Anim.  lil).  2,  cap.  8,  1. 1.  p.  987.    De  Send 
cap.  4,  t.  i.  p.  66U»    Hift.  Anim.  lib.  I9  cap.  15,  t.  i.  p.  773. 
De  Anim.  Lb.  2,  cap.  9,  t.  i.  p.  642 ;  lib.  3,  cap.  12,  p.  661  • 
Anonym,  ap.  Phot.  p.  1316. 
s  rlnU  de  Frat.  Amor.  t.  ii.  p.  478. 

i>  Ariftot.  Meuph.  lib.  14,  cap.  4,  U  ii.  p.  1903.    Fbit.  it 
Orac.  Def.  t.  ii.  p.  41 5, 
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cnt  orders  of  intelligences,  by  fo  much  the  more 
glorious  and  pure  as  they  approach  nearer  to  the 
throne  of  the  Eternal  Being. 

This  opinion,  which  is  conformable  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  nature,  is  equally  ancient  and  general 
among  various  nations.  From  them  we  have  bor- 
rowed it;  and  we  believe  the  earth  and  the  heavens 
to  be  filled  with  genii  to  whom  the  Supreme  Being 
has  confided  the  government  of  the  univerfe% 
We  diftribute  them  throughout  all  animated  nature^ 
but  principally  in  thofe  regions  which  extend 
around  and  above  us,  from  the  earth  to  the  fphere 
of  the  moon.  There  exercifing  an  extenfive  au* 
thority,  they  difpenfe  life  and  death,  good  and 
evil,  light  and  darknefs. 

Each  nation  and  each  individual  find  in  thefe 
invifible  agents  a  friend  anxious  to  protedt,  or  an 
enemy  ardent  to  perfecute  them.  They  arc  clothed 
with  an  aerial  body  ^,  and  thejf  eflence  is  of  a 
middle  nature  between  the  divine  and  human  ^ 
They  excel  us  in  intelligence.  Some  are  fubjeft 
to  like  paffions  with  us*",  and  the  greater  part  to 
changes  by  which  they  pafs  to  a  fuperior  order; 
for  the  innumerable  multitude  of  fpirits  is  divided 

«  Pythag.  ap.  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  8/B  32.  Thalcs  ap.  cnnd. 
lib.  I,  §  27.  Id.  ap.  Ariftot.  de  Anim.  lib.  i,  caj^.  8»  t.  i. 
p.  628.  id|  ap.  Cicer.  de  Leg.  lib.  2,  cap.  xi,  1. 111.  p.  145. 
flat,  de  Leg.  lib.  lo,  t.  ii.  f*  899. 

k  Plut.  deOrac.  Dct  t.  li.  p.  431. 

>  Id.  ibid.  p.  41  j. 


Id.  ibid.  p.  416. 
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into  four  principal  claffes  :  the  firft  is  that  of  the 
gods,  who  are  the  objeds  of  adoration^  and  who 
refide  in  the  ftars ;  the  fecond,  that  of  the  genii^  pro- 
perly fo  called  ;  the  third,  that  of  the  heroes>  who 
during  their  lives  have  rendered  great  fervices  to 
mankind;  and  the  fourth,  that  of  the  fouls  of  men 
after  they  are  feparated  from  their  bodies.  We 
decree  to  the  three  former  clafles  honours  in 
which  we  ourfelves  (hall  one  day  participate,  and 
which  will  raife  us  fucceffively  to  the  dignities  of 
heroes,  genii,  and  gods*. 

Euclid,  who  underftood  no  better  than  I  the 
motives  for  thefe  promotions,  added  that  certain 
genii  were,  like  us,  a  prey  to  inquietudes,  and  like 
us  fubjefted  to  death  **.  I  afked  him  what  dura- 
tion had  been  adigned  to  their  life.  According  to 
Heiiod,  anfwered  he,  the  genii  live  feveral  thou- 
fand  years ;  and  according  to  Pindar  a  hamadryad 
dies  with  the  tree  in  whfch  it  is  inclofed  '. 

Sufficient  attention,  replied  I,  has  not  been  paid 
to  this  moft  interefting  fubjeft :  it  would  however 
bp  of  importance  could  we  learn  the  degree  of 
authority  which  thefe  intelligences  exercife  over 
us.  Perhaps  we  ought  to  attribute  to  them  many 
efFeds,  of  the  caufes  of  which  we  are  ignorant : 
they  are  perhaps  the  authors  of  many  unforefecn 

»  Hefiod.  ap.  Plut-  dc  Orac.  Dcfea.  t.  ii.  p,  415.    Pythag. 
ap.  Diog.  Laert.lib.  8}  §  23. 
•  Plut.  ibid.  p.  419. 
p  Id.  ibid.  p.  41^. 
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events,  whether  in  games  of  chaace,  or  in  political 
affairs.  I  confefs  I  am  difguiled  with  the  hiftory 
of  men^  and  could  wifli  that  of  thefe  invifible 
beings  might  be  written-  Here  comes  one,  an- 
fw^red  Euclid,  who  can  furnifti  you  with  excellent 
materials  for  fuch  a  work. 

The  Pythagorean  Teleficles  entering  at  the 
fame  moment,  informed  himfelf  of  the  fubjedt  of 
our  converfation,  and  feemed  furprifed  that  we 
had  never  feen  any  genii '.  It  is  true,  faid  he, 
they  only  manifeft  themfelves  to  fouls  who  have 
been  long  prepared  by  meditation  and  prayer. 
He  afterwards  confeffed  that  his  own  fometimes 
honoured  him  with  his  prefence ;  and  that,  yield- 
ing one  day  to  his  repeated  entreaties,  he  had  con- 
veyed him  into  the  region  of  fpirits.  Condefcend, 
faid  I,  to  relate  to  us  the  circumftances  of  your 
journey :  I  conjure  you  in  the  name  of  him  who  taught 
^  the  virtues  of  the  numbers  i ,  2,3,4'*.  Teleficles 
immediately  complied  with  my  requeft,  and  began 
as  follows : 

The  moment  of  departure  being  arrived,  I  felt 
my  foul  difengaged  from  the  bonds  which  unite  it 
to  the  body,  and  found  myfelf  in  the  midft  of  a 


4  Ariftot.  ap.  Apul.  de  Deo  Socrat.  t.  iL  p.  83. 

'  lamblicb.  cap.  28,  p,  127  ;  cap,  29,  p.  138.  Pythag.  Aur. 
Carm.  V.  47.     Hicrocl.  ibid,  p.  1 70. 

♦  Tbat  IS  to  fay,  in  the  name  of  Pythagoras.  I  have  given  the 
form  of  adjuration  in  ufe  among  the  difclples  of  tbat  great  maxi 
who  difcovered  the  harmonical  proportions  in  thefe  numbers. 
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new  world  of  animated  fubftances,  good  and  male- 
volent*, cheerful  and  melancholy,  prudent  and 
rafli.  We  followed  them  for  fomc  time ;  and  I 
thought  I  could  perceive  that  they  direfted  the  in- 
terefls  of  dates  and  thofe  of  individuals,  the  en- 
quiries of  fages,  and  the  opinions  of  the  multi- 
tude ^ 

Prefently,  a  female  figure,  of  gigantic  ftature, 
extended  a  fable  pall  over  the  vault  of  heaven  ; 
and  having  flowly  defcended  to  the  earth,  gave  her 
orders  to  her  attendants  who  followed  her.  We 
entered  feveral  houfes  where  Sleep  and  his  minif- 
ters  were  profufely  (bedding  their  poppies ;  and 
while  Silence  and  Peace  were  foftly  feated  near  the 
virtuous  man,  Remorfe  and  terrifying  fpcftrcs  vio- 
lently (hook  the  bed  of  the  villain.  Plato  wrote 
as  the  genius  of  Homer  diftated  to  him,  and 
plcafing  dreams  fluttered  around  the  youthful  Ly- 
coris. 

Aurora  and  the  Hours,  faid  my  conduftor  to 
me,  now  unbar  the  gates  of  day  ;  it  is  time  for  us 
to  rife  into  the  air.  Behold  the  tutelary  genii  of 
Athens,  Corinth,  and  Lacedamon,  who  hover  on 
the  wing,  and  fly  in  circles  above  thofe  cities  •. 


•  Thai.  Pythag.  Plat.  ap.  Plut.  dcPlac,  Philof.lib.  i,  cap.  8, 
t.  ii.  p.882. 

*  Mofhem.  in  Cudw.  cap.  4,  §  349  p.  798.      Bruck.  t.  i. 
p.  IX13. 

«  Fau'an.  lib.  8,  cap.  10,  p.  620.    Clem.  Alex.  Cohort,  ad 
Gent.  p.  35.  4 
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They  drive  away  from  tbem^  as  far  as  is  in  their 
power,  the  evils  by  which  they  are  menaced.  Yet 
Toon  (hall  their  fields  be  laid  waile;  for  the  genii 
of  the  fouth,  enveloped  in  gloomy  clouds,  advance 
with  hoarfe  clamours  againft  thofe  of  the  north. 
Wars  are  as  frequent  in  thefe  regions  as  on  earth  ; 
and  the  combat  of  the  Titans  and  the  Typhons  was 
only  a  conteft  between  two  tribes  of  genii  \ 

Now  obferve  thofe  bufy  agents  who,  with  a 
flight  as  rapid  and  reftlefs  as  that  of  the  fwallow, 
flum  die  earth,  and  cad  on  every  (ide  their  eager 
and  piercing  eyes*  Thefe  are  the  infpedors  of 
human  affairs,  fome  of  whom  difiufe  gende  influx 
ences  over  the  mortals  they  protect  y,  while  others 
let  loofe  the  implacable  Nemefis  to  punifli  the 
guilty  •.  Behold  thofe  mediators,  thofe  interpre- 
ters, who  afcend  and  defcend  inceflantly :  they 
convey  to  the  gods  the  vows  and  offerings  of  men^ 
and  bring  back  to  earth  happy  or  ill-boding 
dreams,  and  the  fecrets  of  futurity  *,  which  are 
afterwards  revealed  to  mankind  by  the  oracles« 

O  my  protedtor !  fuddenly  exclaimed  I ;  fee 
yonder  are  beings  whofe  flature  and  gloomy  ap* 
pearance  infpire  terror  :  they  are  coming  towards 
us.    Let  us  fly  them,  faid  he ;  they  are  wretched 

'  Plut.  de  Ifid.  t.  ii.  p.  360.     Id.  de  Orac.  Defec.  p.  421. 

7  Id^ibid.  p.  41 7*     Hefiod.  ibid. 
'  *  Tim.  Locr.  m  Oper.  Plat.  t.  iii.  p.  105. 

*  Plut.  in  Conviv.  t.  iii.  p.  202  et  203.  Plut.  de  Ifid.  t.  ii. 
p.  361.    Id.  de  Orac.  Def.  p.  416.    Diog,  Laert.  lib.  89  \  32. 
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fpirits,  the  happinefs  of  others  irritates  them,  and 
they  only  fpafe  thofe  who  pafs  their  lives  in  fuffer- 
ings  and  in  tears  **. 

Efcaped  from  their  fury,  we  met  with  other 
objefts  not  lefs  afHifting.  Ate,  the  deteftable 
Ate,  the  eternal  fource  of  the  diflenfions  which 
torment  men,  fiercely  ftalked  above  their  heads, 
and  breathed  into  their  hearts  outrage  and  ven* 
geance^^j  while,  with  a  timid  ftep  and  downcail 
eyes,  the  Prayers  followed  in  l^er  fqot-fleps,  and 
endeavoured  t;o  reftore  peace  wherever  Difcord  had 
appeared**.  Glory  was  followed  by  Envy,  who 
at  the  fame  time  gnawed  her  own  fides  i  Truth  by 
Impofture,  who  every  inftant  changed  her  maik  ; 
and  each  virtue  by  feveral  vices  who  carried  nets 
or  poniards. 

On  a  fudden.  Fortune  appeared.  I  congratu- 
lated her  on  the  gifts  which  ftie  diftributed  to  mor- 
tals. I  give  not,  faid  (he,  in  a  ftern  tone ;  but  I 
lend  at  great  intereft  ^.  As  (he  uttered  thcfe  words^ 
fhe  dipped  the  flowers  and  fruits  which  (lie  held 
in  one  hand  into  a  cup  of  poifon  which  (he  carried 
in  the  other. 

Two  powerful  divinities  then  paflcd  us,  who  lef? 
behind  them  long  ftreams  of  light.  Thcfe,  faid 
my  conductor,  are  the  impetuous  Mars  and  thq 

*  Xenocr.  ap.  Plut.  de  Ifid.  t.  ii.  p.  361. 

«  Homcn  Iliad.  lib.  19,  v,  91. 

^  Id,  ibid.  lib.  9,  v.  500. 

«  Bion.  ap.  Stob.  Scrm.  103,  p.  563. 
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wile  Minerva^  Two  armies  are  approaching  each  - 
other  in  Boeotia :  Minerva  haftens  to  cake  her  fta* 
tion  by  the  fide  of  Epaminondas^  the  general  of 
the  Thebans ;  and  Mars  flies  to  join  the  Lacedae* 
monians,  who  will  be  vanquiflied ;  for  wifdoia 
jnuft  ever  triumph  over  valour, 

Obferve,  at  the  fanie  time,  yon  pair  of  genii 
who  precipitately  defcend  to  earth.  The  one  is  a 
good  and  the  other  an  evil  genius ;  they  haften  to 
exert  their  power  on  a  new-born  infant :  in  this 
firft  moment  of  his  exiftence  they  will  contend  with 
each  other  to  give  him  all  the  good  qualities  or  all 
the  deformities  of  which  the  heart  and  mind  are 
capable ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  his  life  he  will  in* 
pline  to  good  .or  evil,  as  the  influence  of  the  one 
ihall  prevail  over  that  of  the  other  ^ 

In  the  mean  time,  I  beheld  beings  afcend  and 
defcend  whofe  features  appeared  to  me  more  grofs 
than  thofe  of  the  genii.  I  was  informed  that 
thefe  were  fouls  which  were  about  to  be  united  to, 
or  which  had  lately  quitted,  mortal  bodies.  On  a 
ludden  there  appeared  numerous  fwarms  of  them, 
which  followed  each  other  at  intervals,  and  fpread 
themfelves  through  the  wide  fields  of  air,  like 
clouds  of  a  whitifli  dull.  The  battle  is  begun, 
faid  the  genius ;  the  blood  flows  in  torrents.     O 

blind  and  wretched  mortals  !  Behold  the  fouls  of 

^^— i— — — — i— — ^■■— i^i  ^  ■  ■  I  ■  1 1  «■— ^— ^^ 

f  Empcdocl.  ap.  Hut,  dc  Anim.  TranquiL  t.  ii.  p.  474. 
Xenocr.  et  Plat.  ap.  eund.  de  Orac.  Def.  p.  419.  Van  Dale  de 
Orac,  p.  6* 
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the  Lacedsmonians  and  Thebans  who  perUh  in  <hc 
fields  of  Leudra!  Whither  are  they  going,  faid 
I  ?  Follow  me,  anfwered  he,  and  you  (hall  know* 

We  paffed  the  boundaries  of  the  empire  of 
.darknefs  and  of  death;  and,  having  proceeded  be* 
yond  the  fphere  of  the  moon,  arrived  atthe  re- 
gions which  arc  enlightened  by  eternal  day.  Let 
us  ftop  a  moment,  faid  my  guide.  Survey  the 
magnificent  fcene  which  furrounds  us,  and  liften 
to  the  divine  harmony  that  is  produced  by  the 
regular  motion  of  the  heavenly  bodies  «•  Obferve 
how  each  planet  and  each  ftar  is  attended  by  ft 
genius  which  direfts  its  courfe^  Thefe  ftars  are 
inhabited  by  fublime  intelligences  of  a  nature  fu* 
perior  to  ours« 

While,  fixing  my  eyes  on  the  fun,  I  contem-» 
plated^  with  ravifhing  delight,  the  genius  whofe 
vigorous  arm  propels  that  r^fplendent  globe  along 
the  path  which  it  defcribes^,  I,  faw  him  repulfe 
with  fury  the  greater  part  of  the  fouls  which  we 
had  met,  permitting  only  a  fmall  number  of  them 
to  plunge  into  the  boiling  waves  of  that  luminary  ^. 
Thefe  latter,  faid  my  guide^  are  lefs  guilty  than 
the  others,  and  will  be  purified  by  the  flame; 

after  which  they  will  wing  their  way  to  the  differ- 

■  I  ■       ■ ■■  I »  I        ■     II     I ■  ■■■>■,  I 

?  Iambi,  de  Vit.  Pythag.  cap.  ij,  p.  52.  Empcdocl.  ap. 
Poq)hyr.  de  Vit.  Pythag.  p.  jj. 

^  Plat,  de  Leg,  lib*  lo,  t*  li.  p.  819* 

i  Porphyr.  de  Abilin.  lib.  4,  §  10,  p«  329,  Brack*  t*  i. 
p*  896. 
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cnt  ftars,  in  which  they  were  diftributed  at  the 
time  of  the  formation  of  the  univcrfe,  where  they 
will  remain  until  the  laws  of  nature  recal  them  to 
the  earth  to  animate  other  bodies^.  But  what,  ^ 
faid  I,  (hall  be  the  deftiny  of  thofe  whom  the  ge- 
nius has  repulfed  ?  ,T^^y^  anfwered  he,  muft  re- 
pair to  theJField  of  Truth,  where  juft  judges  will 
condemn  the  mod  criminal  to  the  torments  of 
Tartarus  ^,  and  the  others  to  long  and  painful  pe- 
regrinations. Then,  direfting  my  eyes,  he  (hewed 
me  millions  of  fouls  who,  for  thoufands  of  ycars^ 
bad  wandered  mournfully  in  the  air,  and  exhau(l:-> 
ed  themfelves  in  vain  efforts  to  obtain  an  afylum 
in  one  of  the  celeftial  globes  ".  Thefe,  faid  he, 
can  only  arrive,  like  the  firft,  at  the  place  of  their 
origin,  after  fevere  trials  ". 

Filled  with  commiferation  at  their  fufferings,  I 
entreated  my  guide  to  remove  me  from  the  (ight 
of  them,  and  conduct  me  toward  a  diftant  part  of 
the  heavens  whence  ilTucd  rays  of  a  moft  refplen- 
dent  light.  I  hoped  to  obtain  a  glimpfe  of  the 
fovereign  of  the  univerfe,  furrounded  by  the  at- 
tendants of  his  throne,  which  our  philofophers 
call  numbers,  eternal  ideas,  and  immortal  genii  ^ 

^  Plat,  m  Tim.  t.  ili.  p.  42. 

'  Axioch.  ap.  Plut.  t.  iii,  p*37X« 

"  Empedocl.  ap.  Plut.  de  Vitand.  JErt  Alien,  t.  it.  p.  830. 
Dioff.  Laert.  Iflj.  8,  §  77. 

"  rlat.  ID  Tim.  t.  iii.  p.  42. 

•  Anonym,  de  Vit.  Pythag.  ap.  Phot.  p.  1316.  Beaulbbn 
Hift.  du  Manich.  t.  i.  p.  576. 
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He  inhabits^  faid  the  genius^  a  region  inacceflible 
to  mortals ;  offer  to  him  your  adoration^  and  let 
us  dcfcend  to  the  earth. 

After  Teleficles  had  retired,  I  faid  to  Euclid, 
By  what  name  are  we  to  call  the  difcourfe  wc 
have  juft  heard?  Is  it  a  dream,  or  is  it  a  fidion  ? 
It  is  certainly  one  or  the  other,  anfwered  he ;  But, 
in  fad,  Teleficles  has  advanced  fcarcely  any  thing 
which  is  not  conformable  to  the  opinions  of  the 
philofophers.  We  muft  do  him  juftice :  he  might, 
by  adopting  thofe  of  the  multitude,  confiderably 
have  increafed  the  population  of  the  air;  and 
have  fpoken  concerning  thofe  (hades  which  the 
art  of  diviners  and  forcerers  raifcs  up  from  the  re- 
ceOTes  of  the  tomb  ' ;  of  thofe  unhappy  fouls  which 
hover  difquieted  around  their  bodies  deprived  of 
burial;  and  of  thofe  gods  and  phantoms  which 
roam  the  ftreets  during  the  night  to  terrify  or  to 
devour  children  *. 

I  am  obliged  to  him  for  this  moderation,  replied 
I  :  but  I  could  wifti  that  he  had  enlarged  fome- 
what  more  on  the  nature  of  that  beneficent  being 
to  which  I  appertain;  and  which,  as  has  been  faid, 
God  has  appointed  to  watch  over  my  thoughts 
and  aftions  ^  Why  am  I  not  permitted  to  know 
and  to  love  him  ?  Teleficles  has  already  anfwered 

p  Homer.  Odyff.  lib.  ii,v.  37.« 

^  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  2,  t.  ii.  p.  381.     Thcocr,  Idyl.  15,  v.  40. 
•  '  Plat*  dc  Leg,  lib.  10,  t.  ii.  p.  903  et  906. 
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your  quedion^  replied  Euclid.  The  happincfs  of 
feeing  the  genii  is  only  peniritted  to  pure  foub. 
J  have  howevfer  heard,  faid  I,  of  apparittons  that 
have  been  feen  by  a  whole  people.  Undoubtedly, 
anfwered  Euclid ;  and  of  this  kind  was  that,  the 
tradition  of  which  is  ftill  prefervcd  in  Italy,  ^nd 
which  has  been  made  the  fubjeft  of  a  painting  that 
I  myfelf  have  feen.  The  tale  is  a  tiflue  of  abfur- 
dities,  but  it  will  at  lead  (hew  to  what  an  extra- 
vagant length  impofture  and  credulity  have  fome- 
times  been  carried. 

Ulyffes  having  landed  at  Temefa,  a  town  of 
the  Brutii,  one  of  his  companions,  named  Polites, 
was  murdered  by  the  inhabitants,  who  foon  after 
fufFered  all  the  fcourges  of  celeftial  vengeance^ 
The  oracle  being  confulted,  commanded  them  to 
appeafe  the  genius  of  Polites,  to  ereft  a  facred 
edifice  to  his  honour,  and  annually  to  offer  to  him 
the  mod  beautiful  virgin  to  be  found  in  the  coun- 
try. They  obeyed,  and  their  calamities  ceafed. 
Towards  the  fixty-iixth  Olympiad,  a  famous  ath-  > 
leta,  named  Euthymus,  arrived  at  Temefa  at  the 
time  when  one  of  thefe  unhappy  victims  was  to 
be  carried  into  the  temple.  He  obtained  permif- 
fion  to  follow  her;  and,  enamoured  of  her  charms, 
alked  her  if  (he  would  confent  to  marry  him  if  he 
(hould  deliver  her.  She  confented  :  the  genius 
appeared ;  and,  being  overpowered  by  the  fuperior 
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ftrcngth  of  the  athleta,   renounced  the  tribute 
which  he  had  received  during  feven  or  eight  cen- 
turies^  and  hailened  to  precipitate  himielf  into  the 
neighbouring  fea  '• 

*  Strab«Ub.  6,  p.  i^^^    Faufan*  Ub«  6«  cap*  6,  p.  ifirj. 
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CHAP.        LXV- 

Cominuation  of  the  Library ^^I^ftoiy. 

THE  next  day  Euclid,  feeing  me  arrive  early, 
faid  to  me,  Tou  give  tne  new  courage; 
r  had  feared  that  you  had  been  difgufted  by  the 
length  of  our  lad  converfatlon.  To-day  we  will 
turn. our  attention  to  hiftory,  and  we  (hall  not  bc 
retarded  in  our  progrefs  by  opinions  and  precepts. 
Many  authors  Have  written  hiftory ;  but  no  one 
has  yet  treated  on  the  manner  in  which  it  ought 
to.  be  wrftten,  and  the  ftylc  fu  it  able  to  hiftorical 
narration  \ 

We  (hall  place  at  tlie  head  of  thefe  authors  Cad- 
mus, who  lived  about  two  centuries  iince.  His 
work  is  an  illuftration  of  the  antiquities  of  Miletus, 
his  country  %  and  was  abridged  by  Bion  of  Pro- 
connefus  *. 

From  the  time  of  Cadmus  we  have  an  uninter- 
rupted fucce(fion  of  hiftorians.  Among  the  moft 
'ancient  I  (hall  name,  Eugeon  of  Samos,  Deiochus 
of  Proconnefus,  Eudcnus  of  Paros,  and  Democles 

'  Cicer.  de  Orat.  lib.  2^  cap*  15,  t.  i.  p.  106* 

•  Suid.  in  Yiti^. 

*  Clem,  Alex.  Strom,  lib.  6^  p.  752. 
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of  Pygela  y.  When  I  read  thcfe  authors^  anfwered 
I,  I  was  not  only  difgufted  at  the  ab(urd  &bles 
which  they  relate,  but  rejefted  all  the  fads  they 
record,  except  thofe  to  which  they  had  themfelves 
been  witneffes.  For,  in  fine,  fince  they  were  the 
firft  who  tranfmitted  them  to  us,  from  what 
fources  did  they  derive  their  knowledge  ? 

They  found  them,. replied  Euclid,  in  tradidon, 
which  from  age  to  age  preferves  the  memory  of 
the  revolutions  that  have  afflided  mankind;  ia 
the  writings  of  poets,  who  have  eternized  the  glory 
of  heroes,  the  genealogies  of  foverergns,  and  the 
origin  and  emigrations  of  various  nations  • ;  in 
thofe  long  infcriptioms  which  record  treaties  bc- 
'tween  ftates  * ;  and  the  regifters  of  the  fucceffion  of 
the  pricfts,  preferved  in  the  principal  temples  of 
Greece^,  They  found  them  alfo  in  the  feftivals, 
ftatues,  altarsj  and  edifices  confecrated  on  account 
of  certain  events,  the  memory  of  which  the  places 
and  ceremonies  feemed  annually  to  renew. 

It  is  true  that  the  narrative  of  thefe  events  be* 
came  gradually  loaded  with  marvellous  circum-? 
ftancesj  and  that  our  firft  hiftorians  adopted  with- 
out examination  this  confufed  mafs  of  truth  and 


J  Dionyf,  Halic,  de  Thocyd.  Jud.  t.  vi.  p.  8i8- 
»  Mem.  de  l*Acad.  des  Bell.  Lcttr.  t.  vi.  p.  165. 
5  Tacit. Jiiui.  49  cap.  43* 
^  ^  Thucyd.  lib.  2,  cap.  2.     Schol.  ibid.    DioByT.  Halle.  Aa- 

dq.  floman.  lib.  1, 1. 1.  p.  181.    Polyb.  Excerpt,  p.  50.    Mem. 

de  r Acad,  des  BelL  t.  uciii.  p.  394. 

error. 
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error.  Bur,  foon  after,  Acufilaus,  Pherecydcs, 
Hecatseus,  Xanthus,  Hellanicus,  and  others,  difcri- 
mihated  with  better  judgment ;  and,  though  they 
did  not  entirely  reilore  order  to  the  chaos,  they  at 
leaft  gave  the  example  of  contemning  as  they  me- 
rited the  fiAions  of  the  firft  ages. 

Here  is  the  work  in  which  Acufilaus  has  given 
the  genealogies  of  the  ancient  royal  families*.  He 
goes  back  to  the  ages  before  the  war  of  Troy,  and 
even  as  far  as  Phoroneus  king  of  Argos.  I  know 
it,  anfwered  I;  and  I  laughed  heartily  when  X 
found  that  author  and  thofe  who  followed  him 
called  Phoroneus  the  'firft  of  mortals  <^.  Acufilaus, 
however,  deferves  our  lenity;  if  he  makes  the 
origin  of  the  human  race  too  modern,  he  removes 
back  that  of  Love,  whom  he  confiders  as  one  of 
the  moft  ancient  of  the  gods,  and  reprefents  as 
born  with  the  world «. 

A  Ihort  time  after  Acufilaus,  faid  Euclid,  flou- 
rilhed  Pherecydes  of  Athens,  or  rather  of  Leros, 
one  of  the  Sporade  iflands '.  He  has  coUefted 
the  traditions  relative  to  the  hiftory  of  Athens,* 
and,  occafionally,  to  that  of  the  neighbouring 
ftatess.     His  work  contains  interefting  details, 

^  Suid.  in 'Axoi/cr^, 

*  Clem.  Akx,  Strom,  lib.  i,  p.  380.    Solon,  ap.  Plut.  in  Tim. 

t.  ill.  p.  22. 

«  Plat,  in  Conviv.  t.  iii.  p.  178. 

f  Salm.  in  Plin.  p.  846.     Voff.  dc  Hlft.  Grsec.  lib,  4,  p.  445. 
Mem.  de  I'Acad.  dcs  Bell.  I,cttr.  t.  xxix.  p.  67. 

f  Suid.  in  ^f^.  Schol.  ApoU*  Rhod.  pal&m. 

Vol.  V.  iJ  b 
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fuch  as  the  founding  of  feveral  cities,  and  thr 
emigrations  of  the  firft  inhabitants  of  Greece  *• 
His  genealogies  have  a  defedk  which,  in  the  origia 
of  focieties,  rendered  a  family  Jlluftrious.  After 
they  have  been  carried  back  to  the^  moft  remote 
ages,  the  knot  is  folved  by  the  intervention  of 
feme  divinity.  Thus,  for  example,  we  are  told 
that  Orion  wAs  the  fon  of  Neptune  and  Euryale, 
and  Triptolemus  the  fon  of  Ocean  and  the  Earth  '• 

About  the  fame  time  appeared  Hecat»]s  of  Mi* 
letus,  and  Xanthus  of  Lydia,  who  both  acquired 
9,  reputation  enfeebled  but  not  defrayed  by  the 
labours  of  others.  The  former,  in  his  hiftory  and 
his  genealogies,  undertakes  to  illuftraie  the  antiqui- 
ties of  the  Greeks,  which  he  fometimes  examines 
critically,  and  rejects  the  marvellous.  He  begins 
his  work  as  follows :  ^^  Hecatseus  of  Miletus  is 
the  author  of  this  hidory  :  I  have  written  what 
appeared  to  me  to  be  true.  The  Greeks,  in  my 
opinion^  have  related  many  things  which  are  con- 
tradictory and  ridiculous  ^.'*  Should  we  imagine 
that,  after  this  introduction,  he  would  have  attri* 
buted  the  power  of  fpeech  to  the  ram  which 
carried  Phrixus  to  Colchis  *  ? 

The  fubjeft  of  hiftory  had  hitherto  been  con- 
fined to  Greece ;  Hecataeus  extended  its  limits  ta 

^  Dionvf.  Halic.  Anttq.Rom.  lib.  i,  t.i.  p.-35» 

<  Apolfod.  Bibliotb.  libl  i»  p.  15  ct  17. 

k  Deroet.  Phnl.  de  Elocut.  cay.  ii. 

>  Mem.  de  TAead,  deg  BdL  Lctlr.  t*  vi.  p.  478; 
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I^pt^  and  other  countries  till  then  unknown  ^. 
His  defcription  of  the  earth  threw  a  new  light  on 
geography  '^  and  Rimifhed  mdteriak  to  the  hifto- 
rians  who  have  followed  him  ^ 

Here  is  the  biftory  of  Lydia  by  Xaothus,  aa 
accurate  writer,  and  extremely  well  acquainted 
with  the  antiquities  of  his  country  '.  Near  it  are 
feveral  works  which  Hellanicus  of  Lefbos  has 
publiflied  on  the  different  nations  of  Greece  ^ 
This  author^  who  died  in  the  twenty-firft  year  of 
the  Peloponnefian  war^*,  is  fomerimes  defective 
£'om  want  of  nijethod,  and  too  great  brevity  %  but 
he  clofcs  with  honour  the  lift  of  our  earlieft  hifto« 
rians. 

All  thefc  writers  had  confined  thenifelves  to  the 
^tftory  of  a  fin^  city  or  ilatfc,  and  all  were  igno^- 
not  of  the  art  of  connefting  in  one  feries  the 
events  which  havje  pafied  in  the  different  hatibns 
of  the  earthy  and  forming  one  regulai*  wholi  fror^ 
fuch  a  number  of  detached  |>ari^.  iliredotus  had 
the  merit  of  conceiving  and  0i:«euHng  this  grand 

idea.    He  unfolded  to  the  eyes  of  the  Greeks  the 

-*-'■    ■  — '  --   -..---■         ■     •   ■  •  '    .  I  I  .  •   1 .  _i 

^  Herodot.  lib.  2,  cap.  143.    Agathem.  de  Geogr.  IHk  t$ 

«  Strab.lib.  i,  p«  i  et  7  j  lib.  6,  p.  tjt ;  lib.  it^  p.  $50. 

»  Porph.  ap.  Eufeb.  Frxp.  Evasg.  lib.  xo»  ca^.  3^  p.  i^& 

9  Dionyf.  Hidic*  Aotiq*  Rom.  lib.  i,  t.  i.  p.  73.     1 
,    4  Voff.  de  Hiil.  Gnec.  lib.  i|  cap.  i,  p.  7 ;  lib.  ^  c«^.  5, 
p.  4^8. 

f  Mem.  dcTAcad.  dcs  Bell.  Lcttr.  t.  xxix.  p.  70* 

»  Towavdiithe7cfar4iobtfbrvChnft«. 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  1,  cap.  97. 

Bba 
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annals  of  the  known  world ;  and  prcfcnted  to  them^ 
in  one  point  of  view,  whatever  memorable  tranf- 
a^ons  had  paffed  during  a  fpace  of  about  two 
hundred  and  forty,  years  ^  Then  was  fcen,  for 
the  firft  time,  a  rocceflion  of  images  which,  placed 
by  the  fide  of  each  other,  only  became  more  ter- 
rifying ;  nations  were  beheld  ever  difquiet  and  ia 
motion,  though  jealous  of  their  tranquillity;  difu- 
Jiited  by  intercft,  and  conneded  by  war ;  fighing  for 
liberty,  and  groaning  under  tyranny ;  every  where 
guilt  was  fecn  .triumphant,  virtue  perfecuted,  the 
earth  deluged  with  blood,  and  the  empire  of  de- 
ftruftion  eftablifhed  from  one  end  of  the  world  to 
the  other.  But  the  hand  which  depifted  thefc 
fcenes  knew  fo  well  to  fbften  the  horror  of  them 
.by  the  charms  of  colouring  and  Agreeable  images; 
to  tl;ie  beauties  of  the  defigni^ddedJuch  gmce, 
harmony,  and  variety ;  and  fo  frequently  excited 
that  fweet  fenfibility  which  rejoices  in  good  and 
laments  evil  %  that  the  work  of  Herodotus  was 
confidered  as  one  of  the  nobleft  produftions  of  the 
human  mind. 

.  Permit  me  here  to  venture  a  refledion.  It 
feems  that,  in  literature  a^in  the  arts,  men  of  abir 
lities  have  firft  entered  the  lifts,  and  ftruggled  for 
fome  time  againft  difficulties.  After  thefe  have 
exhaufted  their  efforts,  a  man  of  genius  arifes,  and 

*  Diohyf.  HaUc.  de  Thucyd.  Judic.  t.  vi.  p.  820. 
■  Id.  Epift.  ad  Pomp.  t.  vi.  p.  774. 
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forms  a  model  which  paiTes  all  the  boundaries 
before  known.  •  This  is  what  Homer  did  for  the 
epic  poem,  and  what  Herodotus  has  done  for  ge- 
neral  hiftory.  Thofe  who  fliall  come  after  the 
latter  may  diftinguifli  themfelves  by' the  beauties 
of  narrative,  or  more  luminous  criticifm;  but  in 
the  conduft  of  the  work,  and  the  connexion  of 
fads,  they  will  doubtlefs  feek  lefs  to  furpafs  than  to 
equal  him. 

As  to  the  circumftances  6f  his  life,  it  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  obferve  that  he  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Halicarnaffus  in  Caria,  towards  the  fourth  year  of 
the  feventy-third  Olympiad  '  ♦  ;  that  he  travelled 
into  the  greater  part  of  the  countries  of  which  he 
intended  to  write  the  hiftory ;  that  his  work,  read 
in  the  affembly  at  the  Olympic  games,  and  after- 
wards in  that  of  the  Athenians,  was  received  with 
nniverfal  applaufe^;  and  that,  when  forced  to 
leave  his  country,  which  was  rent  by  fadtions,  he 
went  to  end  his  days  in  a  city  of  Grsecia  Magna  *. 

In  the  fame  age  lived  Thucydides,  younger  than 
Herodotus  by  about  thirteen  years*.  He  was  of  one 
of  the  firft  families  of  Athens**.  Placed  at  the  head 

of  a  body  of  troops,  he  for  fome  time  held  in  awe 

'%'<••••-         ■■■  ■'  ■  ■■■■.■- 

*  Scalig.  ad  Eufeb.  p.  102.    Corfin.  Faft.  Attic.  1. 111.  p,  157. 

♦  About  the  year  484  before  Chrift. 

7  Lucian.  in  Herodot.  t.  i.  p.  833.     Eufeb.  Chron.  p.  169 
Flut.  de  Herod.  Malign,  t.  if.  p.  862. 
»  Suid.  in  'H^ot. 

»  Pamph.  ap.  Aul.  Grcll.  lib.  15,  cap.'aj, 
»  MarcelL  Vit.  Thucyd. 

^      .  Bb3 
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the  forces  of  Bmfidas,  tbe  moft  able  general  df 
l^apedsemon  ^ ;  but  the  latter  having  rurprifed 
the  city  of  Amphipolia^  Athens  revenged  on  Thu* 
cydides  s^  naisfortunc  which  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  prevent. 

During  his  bapi(hment  from  his  native  country, 
from  which  he  was  ^bfent  twenty  years  ^,  he  col-* 
lefted  materials  ibr  the  hiftory  of  the  Peloponnefiaa 
war,  and  fpared  neither  pains  norexpenceto  makG 
himfelf  acquainted^  not  only  with  the  caufes  which 
produced  it^  but  alfo  with  the  particular  interefts 
by  which  it  was  cp^itinu^  *.  He  vifited  the  dif- 
ferent inimical  ftates^  and  every  where  confulted 
the  principal  perfons  in  the  governments  the  ge- 
nerals, the  foldiers ;  and  was  himfelf  a  witnefs  to 
the  greater  part  of  the  events  be  propofed  to  relate. 
His  hiftory,  which  comprifcs  the  firft  one-and- 
twenty  years  of  that  fatal  war^  is  ftrongly  charac- 
terifed  by  his  love  of  truth,  and  his  difpofition 
which  inclined  hini  to  refledion.  Some  Athen- 
ians who  had  feen  him  after  his  return  fvota  exile, 
have  afllired  me  that  he  was  naturally  very  ferious, 
thinking  much,  and  fpeaking  little  ^» 

He  was  more  defirous  to  inftrudt  than  to  pleafe» 
and  to  arrive  at  the  end  he  had  propofed  than  to 


«  Thucyd.  Ub.  4,  cap.  lo;. 
4  Id.  lib.  5»  cap.  26* 
«  Marccll.Vit,Tbv<74» 
^  Idem* 
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wander  from  it  by  digreffions  *  :  his  work  therefore 
is  not,  like  that  of  Herodotus,  a  fpecies  of  poeni, 
in  which  we  find  the  traditions  of  different  nations 
concerning  their  origin,  the  analyfis  of  their  man- 
ners and  cuftoms,  the  defcription  of  the  conntriei 
they  inhabit,  and  marvellous  narratives  which  aU 
molt  always  awaken  the  imagination;  but  contains 
the  annals,  or  rather  the  memoirs,  of  a  foldier^  who, 
at  once  a  ftatefman  and  a  philofopher,  has  inter- 
mingled in  his  narrations  and  his  harangues  the 
principles  of  wifdom  which  he  had  learned  from 
Anaxagoras,  and  the  lefTons  of  eloquence  which 
he  had  received  from  the  orator  Antiphon  ■*.    His 
reflexions  are  often  profound,  and  always  juft:  his 
ftylc,  which  is  energetic,  concifc,  and  therefore 
fometimes  obfcure  *,  at  intervals  offends  the  ear ; 
but  it  inceflantly  commands  attention,  and  it  may 
be  faid  that  its  harftinefs  gives  it  majefty  \     If 
this  eftimable  author  employs  obfolete  expreflions 
or  novel  words,  it  is  becaufe  a  mind  like  his  can 
rarely  accommodate  itfelf  to  a  language  which  is 
fpoken'  by  every  body.    It  has  been  alleged  that 
Herodotus,  from  perfonal  reafons,  has  related  tra- 
ditions which  are  injurious  to  certain  nations  of 

*  '  '  .,  ■     I       ■■■  -.Mil 

s  Thucyd.L'b.  r,  cap.  2i«    QuintiL  lib.  10,  cap.  i,  p.  634. 

»»  MarceU.  Vit.  Thucyd, 

^  Cicer.  de  Oral.  lib.  2,  cap.  13  et  22,  t.  i.  p.  204  et  214*  Id. 
de  Clar.  Oral.  cap.  83,  1. 1.  p.  406.  Id.  Orat.  cap.  9,  p.  426. 
Dionyf.  Halic.  de  Tliucyd.  Jud.  t.  vi.  p.  867.' 

'^  Demetr.  Phaler.  de  £loc.  cap.  48  et  49. 
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Greece  *.  Thucydides  has  only  lligbtly  mentioned 
his  banifhment,  and  that  without  defending  him- 
felf,  or  complaining  of  his  fate  ™  ;  and  has  reprc- 
fcnted  Brafidas,  whofe  glory  eclipfed  his  own,  and 
whofe  fuccefs  occaGoned  his  difgrace,  as  a  truly 
great  man.  The  hiftory  of  Thucydides  was  ex- 
cellently continued  by  Xenophon^  with  whom  you 
have  been  acquainted  ■. 

Herodotus,  Thucydides,  and  Xenophon  will, 
no  doubt,  be  confidered  by  pofterity  as  the  moft 
eminent  of  our  hiftorians,  though  they  differ  effen- 
tially  in  their  ftyle  :  and  efpecially,  added  I,  ia 
the  manner  in  which  they  feverally  viewed  objefts. 
'  Herodotus  every  where  beholds  a  jealous  divinity 
who  follows  men  and  empires  to  the  higheft  point 
of  their  elevation,  to  precipitate  them  into  the 
abyfs°;  Thucydides  only  fees,  in  each  reverfeof 
fortune,  the  errors  of  the  chiefs  of  the  ftate,  or  the 
generals  of  the  arnjy ;  wliile  Xenophon  almoft 
cpnftantly  attributes  all  good  or  ill  fuccefs  to  the 
favour  or  the  anger  of  the  gods.  Thus,  according  , 
to  the  firft,  all  human  affairs  depend  upon  fatality; 
according  to  the  fecond,  on  prudence ;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  third,  on  piety  towards  the  gods^ 
So  true  is  it  that  we  are  naturally  difpofed  to  refer 
every  thing  to  a  favourite  fyftem. 

.  1  Plut.  de  Herod.  Malign,  t.  ii.  p.  854, 
"  Thucyd.  lib.  5,  cap.  26. 
n  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grace,  p.  428. 
f  Hcrodot.  lit.  I,  cap.  32  ;  lib.  3>  cap*  40,  &c» 
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Euclid  continued :  Herodotus  had  given  the 
firft  fketch  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Affyrians  and  Per- 
fians.  His  errors  have  been  deteded  by  an  author 
who  was  better  acquainted  than  he  was  with  thofc 
two  celebrated  nations;  I* mean  CteCas  of  Cnidus, 
who  lived  in  our  time.  He  was  phyfidan  to  king 
Artaxerxes^  and  refided  a  long  time  at  the  court 
of  Sufa '.  He  has  communicated  to  us  what  he 
found  in  the  archives  of  the  empire  ^ ;  what  he 
had  feen,  and  what  had  been  related  to  him  by 
ocular  witnefles '.  But  if  he  is  more  accurate  than 
Herodotus*,  he  is  inferior  to  him  in  ftyle ;  though 
his  likewife  has  many  beauties  %  and  is  efpecially 
diftinguilhed  by  its  great  perfpicuity ".  Among 
many  other  works  *  Ctefias  has  bequeathed  us  a  hif- 
tory of  the  Indies,  in  which  he  treats  of  the  animals 
and  natural  produdlions  of  thofe  diftant  climates; 
but  as  he  was  not  in  pofleilion  of  the  befl  materials, 
the  truth  of  his  accounts  begins  to  be  doubted  y. 

Here  are  the  antiquities  of  Sicily,  and  the  life 
of  Dionyfius  the  elder,  and  that  of  his  fon,  by  Phi- 


f  Phot.  BIbl.  p.  105. 

^  Diod.  Sic.  lib,  2,  p.  i  ]8. 

^  Phot.  Bibl.  p.  lo8. 
.  ^  Mem.  dc  I'Acad.  des  BcU.   Lcttr.  t.  vi.  p.  176;  t.  xir. 
p.  247. 

*  Dionyf.  Halic.  de  Compof.  Verb.  t.  v.  p.  53. 

^  Demetr.  Phal.  de  Eloc.  cap.  218. 

»  Fabr.  Bibl.  Grac.  1. 1.  p.  881. 

J  Ariftot,  Hifl.  Animal,  lib.  8,  cap.  28, 1. 1.  p.  919,  Id.  de 
Gener.  Animal,  lib.  2,  cap.  2,  p.  1076.  Lucian.  Ver.  Hilt. 
)ib.  I,  t.  ii.  p.  71. 
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Iiftu3  •,  who  died  a  few  years  fince,  after  having 
ieen  the  fleet  difperfed  which  he  commanded  for 
the  latter  of  thofe  princes,  Philiftus  pofleffed  ta- 
lents which  have  in  fome  meafure  rendered  him 
the  rival  of  Thucydides  • ;  but  he  was  a  (banger 
to  the  virtues  of  Thucydides.  He  was  a  Have, 
who  wrote  only  to  flatter  tyrants  ^  ;  and  who^  ia 
every  part  of  his  work^  fliews  that  he  was  dill  more 
the  friend  of  tyranny  even  than  of  tyrants* 

I  (hall  here  conclude  this  Numeration,  already 
too  long.  You  will  perhaps  not  find  a  Angle  peo- 
ple^  qiiyt  or  even  a  celebrated  temple^  which  has 
not  had  its  diftind  hiftorian.  A  number  of  writers 
are  at  prefent  employed  in  this  fpecies  of  compofi^ 
tion.  I  fliall  name  to  you  Ephorus  and  Theo* 
pompus^  who  have  already  diftinguiflied  them- 
felves ;  two  Boeotians,  named  Anaxis  and  Didny- 
(odorus,  who  have  lately  publiflied  the  I^iftory  of 
Greece^;  and  Anaximenes  of  Lampfacus,  who 
has  given  us  that  of  the  Greeks  and  Barbarians, 
from  the  birth  of  the  human  race  to  die  death  of 
Epaminondas  ^. 

So  pompous  a  title,  faid  I,  would  prejudice  me 
againft  the  work.  Your  chronology  with  difficulty 

*  Said,  m  ^»x»r*    Diod*  Sic.  lib.  15,  p.  397. 

*  Ciccr.  de  Orat.  lib.  a,  cap.  13,  t.  i.  p.  20^:. 

*  Dionyf.  Halic.  de  Prifc.  Temp.  t.  v.  p.  427.    Tim.  Ephor, 
•p.  Flut.  m  Dion.  1. 1.  p.  974. 

^  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15,  p.  403* 
^  Id«  ibid.  p»  397* 
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extends  to  five  or  fix  centuries  before  the  Trojaa 
war;  beyond  which,  time  ends  to  you.  If  we  ex- 
cept a  fmall  number  of  foreign  nations,  the  reft  of 
the  earth  is  unknown  to  you.  You  perceive  only 
a  point  in  duration  as  in  fpace  ;  and  yet  this  au- 
thor pretends  to  inform  yoii  of  what  has  been  done 
in  the  moft  diftant  ages  and  countries  ! 

When  we  are  acquainted  with  the  titles  tliat  the 
Egyptians  and  Chaldeans  can  produce  to  the  an- 
tiquity which  they  claim,  with  what  pity  muft  wc 
furvey  the  imperfeftion  and  novelty  of  yours! 
How  great  was  the  furprife  of  the  priefts  of  Sais, 
when  they  heard  Solon  recount  your  traditionsi, 
and  fpeak  of  the  reign  of  Phoroneus,  the  deluge 
of  Deucalion,  and  other  fimilar  epochas,  fo  recent 
to  them  though  fo  ancient  to  him !  "  Solon,  Solon,** 
faid  one  of  thefe  priefts  to  him,  **  you  Greeks  are 
as  yet  only  children  «/' 

Nor  have  they  yet  ceafcd  to  be  fo.  Some  re* 
quire  in  a  hfftory  only  the  charms  of  ftyle,  and 
others  fupernatural  and  puerile  adventuress^ 
Others  greedily  devour  thofe  tirefome  lifts  of  un- 
known names  and  uninterefting  fads,  which,  fup* 
ported  by  a  long  train  of  fables  and  prodigies,  al- 
moft  entirely  compofe  your  ancient  hiftory ;  that 
hiftory  over  which  Homer  has  difTufed  an  immor- 


•  Flat,  in  Cnt.  1. 111.  p.  22. 

f  Ifocr.  in  Panathen.  t.  ii.  p.  l8o« 
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tal  fplendour,  but  which  your  chroniclers  have 

rendered  infupportably  wearifome  and  difgufting- 

I  could  wi(h  diat  henceforth  your  authors  might 
only  bellow  their  attention  on  the  two  or  three 
laft  centuries,  and  that  the  ages  preceding  them 
Ihould  be  abandoned  to  the  poets.  You  have  ex- 
aftly  expreffed  the  idea  of  Ifocrates,  faid  Euclid. 
He  had  induced  two  of  his  difciplcs,  Ephorus  and 
Theopompus,  to  dedicate  their  labours  entirely  to 
hiftory  «.  Ephorus  is  flow,  and  incapable  of  labo- 
rious refearches:  Theopompus  is  adlive,  ardent, 
and  fitted  for  difcuflions  *.  Ifocrates  has  therefore 
recommended  to  the  former  to  apply  bimfelf  to 
ancient,  and  to  the  latter  to  write  modern  hiftory^ 

At  this  very  jnoment,  Ephorus  and  Theopom- 
pus entered  the  library.  Euclid,  who  had  ex-» 
pefted  them,  faid  to  me,  that  they  were  to  read  to 
us  fome  portions  of  the  works  on  which  they  were 
then  employed.  They  brought  with  them  two  or 
three  of  their  friends,  and  Euclid  had  previoufly 
invited  feveral  of  his.  While  we  were  waiting  for 
thefe,  the  two  hiftorians  told  us  that  they  had  not 
wafted  their  time  in  endeavouring  to  elucidate  the 
fiftions  of  the  ages  preceding  the  war  of  Troy ' ; 
and,  profeffing  the  moft  ardent  love  of  truth, 
added,  that  it  was  to  be  wiflied  that  an  author 

«  Cicer.  de  Orat.  lib.  2,  cap.  i^^  t.  i.  p.   205.     Scncc.  <h^ 
Tranquil.  Anim.  cap.  6.     Phot.  BIblioth.  p.  1456. 
^  Ciccr.  (ie  Clar.  Orat.  cap.  56,  t.  i.  p.  383. 
»  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  4,  p.  209,  y 
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could  be  prefent  at  all  the  tranfadions  which  he 
undertakes  to  defcribe  K 

I  have  propofed,  faid  Epnorus,  to  write  an  ac- 
count of  the*  events  which  have  paffed  among  both 
Greeks  and  barbarians,  from  the  return  of  tlje 
Heraclidae  to  the  prefent  time,  during  the  fpace 
of  eight  hundred  and  fifty  years.  In  this  work", 
which  is  divided  into  thirty  books,  each  preceded 
by  a  proem  *,  will  be  found  the  origin  of  different 
nations,  the  foundation  of  the  principal  cities,  their 
colonics,  laws,  manners,  the  nature  of  their  cli- 
mates, and  the  great  men  which  they  have  pro- 
duced™.- Ephorus  concluded  by  acknowledging 
that  the  barbarous  nations  were  more  ancient  than 
thofe  of  Greece* ;  and  this  confeffion  prepoffeffed 
me  in  his  favour. 

This  introdudion  was  followed  by  the  reading 
of  a  part  of  the  eleventh  book  of  his  hiftory,  con- 
taining a  defcription  of  Egypt.  In  it,  inftead  of 
the  different  opinions  which  have  been  propofed 
concerning  the  inundation  of  the  Nile  ^,  he  has 
fubftituted  one  which  is  neither  confonant  to  the 
laws  of  nature,  nor  the  circumftances  of  that  phe- 
nomenon '.    I  fat  near  Euclid,  and  faid  to  him, 

^  Polyb.  lib.  1 2, p.  669.     Strab.  lib.  9,  p.  422. 
*  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  4,  p.  209;  Kb.  16,  p.  468. 
»  Polyb.  lib.  6,  p.  488  j  lib.  9,  p.  540.     Strab.  lib.  i,  p.  33  ; 
lib.  10,  p.  465. 


■^  Diod.  Sic.  Hb.  i,  p,  9. 
•  Theo«.  Progymn.  p.  ij, 
9  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  l»  p.  36. 
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Ephorus  knows  nothing  of  Egypt,  nor  has  he  cotn^ 
fulted  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  that  coiintrj  K 

I  was  foon  conrinced  that  this  arnhor  was  not 
tetremely  (blicitous  to  be  accdrate ;  and  that,  too 
faithfully  copymg  the  greater  part  of  thoie  who 
had  preceded  hioi,  he  aSeded  to  embellilh  his 
Darrative  with  the  fables  preierved  in  the  traditions 
of  nations,  and  the  relations  of  travellers  ^ 

He  appeared  to  me  ftudioufly  to  etaploy  rheto- 
rical figuresii  As  the  greater  part  of  writen  rank 
the  orator  above  the  hiftorian,  Ephonis  imagined 
that  he  could  not  anfwer  them  better  than  by 
endeavouring  fuccefsfully  to  unite  both  thefe  fpe- 
cics  of  writing  *. 

Notwithftanding  theft  defcAs,  his  work  will  zU 
ways  be  confidered  as  a  valuable  treafure,  becaufe 
every  nation  may  feparately  find  in  it,  in  an  admi- 
rable order,  whatever  interefting  fads  are  relative 
to  it.  The  ftyle  of  this  hiftory  is  pure,  elegant, 
and  ornamental';  though  too  often  ftudioufly  re- 
ftrided  to  certain  forms  of  harmonious  conftruc- 
tion ",  and  almoft  always  defUtute  of  elevation  and 
warmth  *. 

When  Ephorus  had  ended,  all  eyes  were  turned 

4  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  ly  p.  37* 

^  id.  ibid.     Strab.  lib.  5,  p.  244$  lib.  9)  p.  422.    Scfkecv 
Qujrft.  I\Aiiir.  lib,  7,  cap.  16. 

*  X  olyb.  lib,  12,  p.  670. 

*  Divnyf.  Haiic.  de  Corupof*  Verb.  t.v.  p.  173, 
■  Cicer.  0\-at.  cap.  57,  t.  i.  p.  469* 

>  So^u^ia'Sfo^.   Dlo.Cbryloil.Orat.  18,  p.  256. 
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tOvVlrds  TbeOpompua^y  who  began  by  fpcaking  to 
usof  himfelf:  My  father^  Damoftratus,  faid  he^ 
having  been  banilhed  frpm  the  ifle  of  Chios^  his 
native  countcy,  for  having  (hewn  too  great  an  at* 
tachment  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  carried  me  with 
him  into  Greece ;  and^  fome  time  after^  I  cam« 
into  this  city,  where  I  have  unremittingly  applied 
myfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  philofophy  and  eloquence  \ 

I  have  compofdd  feveral  difcourfes;  I  have 
vifited  different  ftates^  and  fpoken  in  their  aflem- 
blies ;  and,  after  a  long  courfe  of  fuccefs^  believe 
I  may  rank  myfelf  among  the  moil  eloquent  men 
of  the  prefent  age,  and  before  the  mod  eloquent 
of  the  laft ;  for  thofe  who  were  then  efteemed  of 
the  firft  clafs  would  now  fcarcely  be  admitted  to  a 
place  in  the  fccond  *• 

Ifocrates  induced  me  to  pafs  from  the  fplendid 
track  in  which  I  had  fignalized  myfelf,  into  that 
which  has  been  rendered  illuftrious  by  the  talents 
of  Herodotus  and  Thucydides.  I  have  continued 
(he  work  of  the  latter  \  I  am  now  employed  on 
the  life  of  Philip  of  Macedon  • ;  but  far  from  OHi- 
fining  myfelf  to  defcribe  the  aftions  of  that  prince, 
I  (ball  connedl  with  my  narrative  the  hiftory  of 
almoil  all  nations,  with  an  account  of  their  man- 

7  Voir,  dc  Hift.  Gnec.  lib.  i,  cap.  7«  Bayle,  art*  Theopompe, 

»  Phot.  Bibl.  p.  392. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  593. 

^  Polyb.  Exccrpu  p.  2<.    Mareell.  V!t.  Thucjd. 

«  DioDjf.  Halic.  £p.  ad  Pomp.  t.  vl.  p.  793. 
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xiers  and  their  laws.     My  plan  is  different  from 

that  of  Ephorus,  but  equally  extenfive. 

After  the  example  of  Thucydides,  I  have  fpared 
no  labour  to  obtain  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
£i6ts.  Many  of  the  events  which  I  relate  have 
paffed  under  my  eyes ;  and,  with  refpeft  to  the 
others,  I  have  confulted  thofe  who  were  adors  in 
or  witneffes  of  them**.  There  is  not  a  country  of 
Greece  which  I  have  not  vifited  %  nor  any  where 
I  have  not  formed  conneftions  with  thofe  who  di- 
refted  its  political  or  militaiy  operations,  I  am 
fufficiently  rich  not  to  regard  expence,  and  too 
much  the  friend  of  truth  to  fear  fatigued 

Such  extravagant  vanity  prepoffefled  us  againft 
the  author:  but  he  foon  entered  fo  luminous  a 
track,  difplayed  fuch  great  knowledge  of  the  af- 
fairs of  Greece  and  other  nations,  fuch  judgment 
in  the  diftribution  of  fafts*,  and  fuch  fimplicity^ 
perfpicuity,  elevation,  and  harmony  in  his  ftyle**, 
that  we  were  compelled  to  lavifti  eulogiums  on  the 
man  who  of  all  others  moft  deferved  to  be  morti- 
fied. 

He  however  continued  to  read,  and  our  admi- 
ration began  to  cooL     We  were  fatigued  with 


*  Dionyf.  Halic,  Ep,  ad  Pomp.  t.  vi.  p.  783» 

•  Phot.  Bibl.p.  392. 

^  Athen.  lib.  3,  cap.  7,  p.  85. 

t  Dionyf.  Halic.  Ep.  ad  Pomp,  t.  n.  p.  783,  &c, 

k  Id.  ibid.  p.  786. 
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fables  and  incredible  tales'.  He  told  us  that  the 
^man  who,  in  defpite  of  the  prohibition  of  the  gods, 
fliould  be  able  to  enter  a  certain  temple  of  Jupiter, 
in  Arcadia,  enjoyed  during  his  whole  life  after  an 
extraordinary  privilege :  Ais  body,  though  expofed 
-to  the  rays  of  the  fun,  caft^no  (hadow^.  He 
affirmed  likewife  that,  in  the  firft  years  of  the  reign 
of  Philip,  the  fig-trees,  vines,  and  olives,  in  fome  , 
cities  of  Macedonia,  fuddenly  bore'  ripe  fruits  ia 
the  middle  of  fpring;  and  that  from  that  time 
the  affairs  of  this  prince  continually  profpered^* 

His  digreffions  are  fo  frequent  that  they  fill 
nearly  three-fourths  of  his  work  ™  ;  and  fometimea 
fo  long,  that  we  forget  at  the  end  the  fubjeft 
from  which  they  originated  ".  The  harangues 
which  he  puts  in  the  mouth  of  the  generals  at  the 
moment  of  battle,  weary  the  patience  of  the 
reader,  as  they  would  have  done  that  of  the  fol- 
diers  ^ 

His  ftyle,  which  is  more  that  of  the  orator  than 
the  hiftorian,  has  great  beauties  and  great  defeats  \ 
He  is  too  folicitous  refpeding  the  arrangement, 
and  too  negligent  in  the  choice,  of  his  words. 

^a— ^1— ^bM  III    ■IIIIB     IMM^IIIIM^— i^M       fall        !■■  liW—^lll         I  I        II      — — — M^ 

^  Cicer.  de  Leg.  lib*  i,  cap^  i,  t«  iii*  p»  ii6»    JEliant  Var» 
Hift.lib.  3,  cap.  x8. 

^  Polyb.  lib.  16,  p.  733. 

^  Theop.  ap.  Atben.  nb.  3,  cap.  4,  p.  77. 

»  Phot.  Bibl.  p.  393. 

■  Thcon.  Progymn.  t>.  34. 

•  Plut.  Pracccpt.  Reip.  Gcrcnd.  t.  ii.  p,  803^ 

f  Quintil.  Inftit.  lib.  1O9  cap.  i»  p.  634. 

Vol.  V.  C  c 
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We  frequently  fee  him  torture  his  periods  to  give 
ihem  roundncfs,  or  prevent  the  coUifion  of  vowels*; 
while  at  other  times  he  disfigures  them  by  mean 
expreffions,  and  mifplaced  ornaments  ^ 

During  the  courfe  of  thefe  readings^  I  had  fre- 
quent occafion  to  remark  the  contempt  in  which 
the  Greeks  hold  diftant  nations,  or  their  ignorance 
concerning  them.  Ephorus  had  miftaken  Iberia  * 
for  a  city » ;  and  this  error  pafled  unnoticed.  I 
had  been  informed  by  a  Phoenician  merchant 
who  traded  to  Gadir,  that  Iberia  is  an  cxtcnfivc 
and  populous  country.  Soon  after,  Theopompus 
having  mentioned  the  city  of  Rome,  was  requeftcd 
to  give  fome  particulars  relative  to  that  city.  It 
is  fituated  in  Italy,  anfwered  he ;  all  I  know  of  it 
is  that  it  was  once  taken  by  a  nation  of  the  Gauls  \ 

Thefe  two  authors  having  retired,  that  praife 
was  bellowed  on  them  which  in  feveral  rcfpefts 
they  had  merited.  One  of  the  perfons  prcfent, 
who  wore  the  cloak  of  a  philofopher,  exclaimed, 
in  an  authoritative  tone,  Theopompus  is  the  firft 
who  has  cited  the  human  heart  to  the  tribunal  of 
hiftory.  Obferve  with  what  fuperiority  of  difcern- 
ment  he  penetrates  that  profound  abyfs,  and  with 


4  Dionyf.  Halic.  Ep.ad  Pomp.  t.  vi.  p.  786.     QuintO.lib.  9^ 

P-  593* 

'  LoD^n.  de  Subl.  cap.  42.   Demetr*  Phal^de  Eloc.  cap.  75. 

*  Spain. 

•  Jofeph.  in  App.  lib.  i,  t.ii.  p.  444. 
<  Plin.  lib.  3y  cap.  5,  t.  i.  p.  1 52* 
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what  an  impetuous  eloquence  he  unfolds  to  us  hh 
fearful  difcoveries.  Ever  on  his  guard  againft  ac- 
tions that  appear  great  and  noble,  he  endeavours 
to  detedt  the  fecrets  of  vice  difguifed  ander  the 
maft:  of  virtue^. 

I  much  fear,  faid  I,  that  one  day  the  poifon  of 
malignity  will  be  difcovered  in  his  writings,  con- 
cealed under  the  appearances  of  franknefs  and 
probity".  I  cannot  endure  thofe  morofe  minds 
who  find  nothing  pure  and  innocent  among  men. 
He  who  inceffandy  fufpefts  the  intentions  of  others 
teaches  me  to  diftruft  his  own, 

I  was  anfwered — An  ordinary  hiftorian  is  con- 
tented to  relate  fads,  but  a  philofophical  hifto- 
rian afcends  to  their  caufes.  For  my  part,  I 
deteft  guilt,  and  wifli  to  know  the  guilty  man  that 
I  may  purfue  him  with  my  hatred.  But  his  guilt, 
fai({  I,  ought  at  leaft  firft  to  be  proved.  Little 
doubt  can  be  made  that  he  is  guilty,  replied  my 
opponent,  if  the  crime  was  to  his  intereft.  When 
the  fubjeft  is  a  man  who  is  devoted  to  ambition, 
I  ought  to  difcern  m  all  his  proceedings,  not  only 
what  he  has  done,  but  what  he  intended  to  do;  and 
much  ihall  I  be  indebted  to  the  hiftorian  who  (hall 
reveal  to  me  the  odious  myfteries  of  that  paffion. 
How  !  faid  I ;  (hall  mere  prefumptions,  which  arc 


»  DionyL  Halic,  Ep*  ad  Pomp.  t.  vi.  p,  785, 
«  Ncp,  in  Alcib,  cap.  ii.     Plut.  in  Lyfand.  t.  1.  p.  450, 
J«feph.  in  Appion.  lib.  i,  t.  ii.  p.  459, 

C  C  2 
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not  permitted  to  be  alleged  in  a  court  ef  jullice 
but  in  corroboration  of  ftronger  proofs^  fuffice  in 
hiftory  to  ftigmacize  the  memory  of  a  man  with 
eternal  opprobrium  ? 

Theopompus  appeared  to  be  fufficiently  accu- 
rate in  his  relations,  but  he  i^  pnly  a  declaimer 
when  he  diitributes  cenfure  or  praife  .at  his  plea* 
fure.  Does  he  treat  of  a  paflion^  it  muft  be 
enormous  and  atrocious.  Does  his  fubjeft  lead 
him  to  fpeak  of  a  man  againft  whom  he  is  preju* 
diced  ^,  he  judges  of  his  charafter  by  fome  adtions, 
and  of  the  reft  of  his  life  by  his  charaften  It 
would  be  much  to  be  lamented  that  fuch  im- 
poftors  fliould  have  the  reputations  of  others  at 
their  difpofal. 

It  would  be  much  more  fo,  anfwered  my  oppo- 
nent, with  warmth,  if  it  were  not  permitted  to  at- 
tack reputations  unjuftly  acquired.  Theopompus 
refembles  thofe  judges  in  the  (hades  below,  who 
diftinAly  read  the  hearts  of  the  guilty ;  or  thofe 
phyficians  who  apply  the  knife  and  the  cauftic  to 
the  difeafed  limb,  without  injury  to  the  found 
parts  ••  He  attends  not  to  the  fource  of  vices  till 
he  is  certain  that  it  is  poifoned.  But  why,  replied 
I,  does  he  contradift  himfelf  ?  He  declares,  in  the 
beginning  of  his  work,  that  he  only  undertook  it 

to  render  to  Philip  the  homage  due  to  the  greateft 

^       ■  ■  ■■    I .         ■       ■  ■■  ,  p 

y  Lucian.  Quoin.  Hift.  Confcrib.  t.  ii.  p,  67. 
;  Dionyf.  Italic.  £p.  ad  Pomp,  t.  vu  p.  785. 
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man  who  has  appeared  in  Europe ;  and  foon  after 
reprefents  him  as  the  moft  diflblute,  unjuft,  and 
perfidious  of  mankind  •.  Should  Philip  deign  to 
call  a  glance  on  him,  he  would  fee  him  meanly 
crouch  at  his  feet.  As  my  antagonift  exclaimed 
loudly  at  this  charge^  I  added  :  Learn  then  that  aC 
this  very  moment  Theopompus  is  employed  in 
compofing,  in  honour  of  Philip^  a  panegyric  filled 
with  flattery  ^.  Whom  are  we  to  believe  on  this 
head^  the  hiilorian  or  the  philofopher  ? 

Neither,  replied  Leocrates,  a  literary  friend  of 
Euclid,  who,  having  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy 
of  politics  and  morals,  entertained  a  contempt  for 
hiilory.  Acufilaus,  faid  he,  has  been  convi£ted  of 
falfehood  by  Hellanicus,  and  the  latter  by  Epho* 
rus,  whofe  miftakes  will  no  doubt  hereafter  be  de* 
tefted  by  others.  New  errors  are  every  day  dif- 
covered  in  Herodotus,  nor  is  Thucydides  himfelf 
exempt  from  them^.  The  ignorance  and  preju- 
dice of  writers,  and  the  uncertainty  of  fa6ts,  both 
in  their  caufes  and  circumflances,  are'fome  of  the 
vices  which  are  inherent  in  this  fpedes  of  compo- 
fition. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  replied  Euclid,  does  it 
not  prefent  us  with  great  authorities  in  politics^ 
and  great  examples  in  morals  ?  To  hiftory  zft  the 

*  Polyb.  Excerpt,  p.  2Z  et  23.      Athen.  Iib«  6|  p.  %6q^ 
lib.  io»  p.  439,  &c. 

*  Theon.  ProgTinn.  p.  15  ct  77. 

*  Jofepb.  in  Appipn.  lib.  i,  tf  ii.  p.  439^ 

Cc3        ' 
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ftates  of  Greece  inceffantly  obliged  to  haverecourfe^ 
to  afcertain  their  refpeftive  rights,  and  terminate 
their  differences;  in  hiftory  e^ch  republic  finds  the 
titles  of  its  power  and  its  glory ;  and  to  the  tefti- 
mony  of  hiflory  our  orators  incefiantly  recur,  to  in- 
flxud  us  in  our  true  interefts.  As  to  the  fcience  of 
morals,  are  all  its  numerous  precepts  to  be  com- 
pared with  the  illuftrious  examples  of  Ariilides^ 
Socrates,  and  Leonidas  ? 

Our  authors  fometimes  differ,  when  their  fub* 
jeft'  relates  to  our  ancient  chronology,  or  when 
they  fpeak  of  foreign  nations.  With  rcfpeft  to 
thefe  articles  I  am  willing  to  give  them  up;  but 
fince  our  wars  with  the  Perfians,  when  our  hiflory 
properly  begins,  our  annals  are  the  precious  depo- 
£taryof  that  experience  which  each  age  bequeaths 
to  the  ages  that  fhall  eome  after  it  ^.  Peace,  war, 
taxes,  and  all  the  different  branches  of  govern- 
ment, arc  difcuffed  in  our  general  alTemblies, 
and  thefe  deliberations  are  preferved  in  the  public 
records.  The  relations  of  great  events  are  found 
in  all  writings,  and  repeated  by  every  mouth. 
Our  vid;ories  and  our  treaties  are  engraven  on  mo- 
numents cxpofed  to  every  eye.  What  author 
would  dare  to  contradid:  fuch  public  and  authentic 
tcftimonies  ? 

You  will  perhaps  allege  that  our  writers  fome- 
times differ  concerning  the  circumftances  of  a  faft. 


*«i 


^  Thucyd.  lib.  i,  cap.  aa. 
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But  of  what  importance  is  it  whether  at  the  battle 
of  Salamis  the  Corinthians  behaved  well  or  ill « ? 
However  this  queftion  may  be  decided,  it  is 
not  lefs  true  that  at  Salamis^  at  Platsea^  and  at 
ThermopylsB,  fome  few  thoufand  Greeks  made 
refiftance  againft  millions  of  Perfians ;  and  that 
then  was  difplayed,  perhaps  for  the  firft  time,  that 
great  and  illuftrious  truth,  that  the  love  of  our 
country  is  capable  of  giving  birth  to  aftions  which 
feem  to  be  above  the  powers  of  human  nature. 

jttiftory  is  a  theatre  on  which  politics  and  morals 
appear  in  adtion.  Youth  from  it  receives  thofe 
firft  impreflions  which  fometimes  are  decifive  of 
their  future  deftiny.  We  muft  therefore  prefent  to 
them  die  nobleft  models  to  follow,  and  infpirc 
them  with  horror  for  falfe  heroifm.  Sovereigns 
and  nations  may  derive  from  hiftory  important  lef- 
fons :  the  hiftorian  therefore  ftiould  be  as  inflexible 
SIS  juftice,  of  which  he  is  to  maintain  the  rights ; 
and  as  fincere  as  truth,  of  which  he  profeflfes  himfelf 
the  organ-  So  auguft  are  his  funftions,  that  they 
ought  only  to  be  exercifed  by  men  of  acknow- 
ledged integrity,  and  under  the  infpedibn  of  a  tri- 
bunal no  lefs  fevere  than  that  of  the  Areopagus. 
In  a  word,  faid  Euclid,  as  he  concluded,  the  uti- 
lity of  hiftory  can  only  be  impaired  by  thofe  who 
know  not  how  to  write  it,  nor  doubted  of  but  by 
thofe  who  know  not  how  to  read  it, 

;  Herodot.  libt  8,  cap.  94.  Dion-  Chryfoft.  Ont.  37,  p.  456* 
C  C4 
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CHAP.        LXVI, 

On  the  Prep^  Names  in  ufg  among\  the  Greeks^ 

PLATO  has  written  a  trcatifb  In  which  he  has 
ventured  to  give  feveral  etymologies  of  the 
names  of  heroes,  genii,  and  gods  -.  In  it  he  has 
indulged  in  liberties  of  which  this  fpecies  of  re- 
fearch  is  but  too  fufceptible.  Encouraged  jby  his 
example,  though  lefs  adventurous,  I  fliall  here 
give  fome  remarks  on  the  proper  names  in  ufe 
among  the  Greeks.  They  were  accidentally  in- 
troduced in  the  two  converfations,  the  fubftance 
of  which  I  have  juft  related.  Digreflions  of  ano- 
ther kind  having,  at  the  fame  time,  more  than 
once  direfted  pur  attention  to  the  philofophy  and 
death  of  Socrates,  I  obtained  information  of  feye- 
ral  particulars  relative  to  that  philofopher,  of  which 
I  (hall  make  ufe  in  the  following  chapter. 

Proper  names  are  diftinguifhed  into  two  kinds, 
fimple  and  compound.  Among  the  former  there 
are  fome  which  derive  their  origin  from  certain 
relations  which  have  been  imagined  between  fuch 

m^^^^         ■  ■  ■■"■  I'         I    ■■■iiii.i  ■— ^^—  n 

f  Flat,  in  CratyL  t.  i*  p.  383. 
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a  man  and  fuch  an  animal;  as^  for  example,  Leon, 
the  lion  I  Lycos,  the  wolf;  Mofchos,  the  calf; 
Corax,  the  raven;  Sauros,  the  lizard;  Batrachos^ 
tbefrogt;  Aledtryon,  the  cock,  &c.*  There  are 
alfo  fome  which  appear  to  have  been  derived 
from  the  colour  of  the  complexion;  as,  Argos,/i>tf 
white ;  Melas,  the  black ;  Xanthos,  the  fair ;  Pyr- 
rhos,  the  red  *• 

Sometimes  a  child  receives  the  name  of  a  divi- 
nity with  a  flight  inflexion.  Thus  ApoUonios  is 
derived  from  Apollo  j  Pofeidonios  from  Pofeidon, 
or  Neptune ;  Demetrios  from  Demeter,  or  Ceres; 
AthensBus  from  Athene,  or  Minerva. 

The  compound  names  are  more  numerous  than 
the  fimple.  If  parents  believe  they  have,  by  their 
prayers,  obtained  the  birth  of  a  fon  who  is  the 
hope  of  their  family,  they  add  to  the  name  of  the 
protefting  divinity,  flightly  changed,  the  word 
doron^  or  gift.  And  hence  the  names  Theodorus, 
Diodorus,  Olympiodorus,  Hypatodorus,  Herodo- 
rus,  Athenodorus,  Hephaeftiodorus,  Heliodorus» 
Afclepiodorus,  Cephifodorus,  &c.  that  is  to  fay,  the 
gift  of  the  gods,  of  Jupiter,  of  the  god  of  Olym- 
pus, of  the  Mod  High,  of  Juno,  of  Minerva,  of 


f  Plin.  lib.  569  cap'.  5y  t.  ii.  p.  73 1. j 

^  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  17,  t.  602. 

*  Argos  18  the  fame  as  Ai^gus,  Pyrrhos  as  Pyrrhus;  the  Latint 
having  terminated  in  w  the  proper  names  which  among  the 
Qxe&i  ended  in  «/• 
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Mercury,  of  Vulcan,  of  the  Sun,  of  u£fculapiu5> 
of  the  rivtfr  Cephifus,  &c. 

Some  families  pretend  to  be  defcended  from 
th^  gods ;  and  hence  the  names  Theogcnes,  or 
Theagenes,  born  of  the  gods;  Diogenes,  bonf  o/Ju^ 
filer ;  Hermogenes,  hm  of  Mercury,  &c. 

It  is  an  obfervation  deferving  attention,  that  the 
greater  part  of  names  found  in  Homer  are  marks 
of  diflinftion.  They  were  given  in  honour  of  the 
qualities  moft  efteemed  in  the  heroic  ages^  as  va- 
lour, ftrength,  fwiftnefs,  prudence,  and  other  vir- 
tues. From  the  word  polemos,  which  fignifies  war^ 
have  been  formed,  Tlepolemus^,  that  is,  ^iU  to/up^  • 
port  the  labours  of  war  \;  and  Archeptolemus  ^,  or 
^ble  to  direSl  the  labours  of  war. 

By  adding  to  the  word  macbe,  or  battle,  certain 
prepofitions,  and  different  parts  of  fpeech,  which 
may  modify  the  fenfe  in  a  manner  always  honour- 
able, are  compofed  the  names  Amphimachus,  An- 
timachus,  Promachus,  Telemachus.  Proceeding 
in  the  fame  manner  with  the  word  benorea,  ftrength, 
or  intrepidity,  we  have  Agapenor,  he  who  efieems 
valour  "^ ;  Agenor,  be  who  dirells  it ;  Prothoenor, 
the  firfi  for  courage  ■ :  and  a  number  of  others,  as 
Aiegeiior,  Antenor,  Elephenor,  Euchenor,Pefenor, 

»  Homer.  Iliad,  lib,  2,  v.  657. 

^  Etymol.  Magn.  in  TMi. 

I  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  8,  v.  128. 

"  Id.  lib.  2»  V.  609.     SchoL  in  lib.  8,  v.  1 14* 

*  SchoL  Horn,  in  Iliad,  lib.  2|  v.  495*. 
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Hypfenor,  Hypercnor,  &c.  From  the  word  damao^ 
I  tame,  or  conquer,  are  formed  Damaftor,  Amphi-* 
damas,  Cherfidamas,  Iphidamas,  Polydamas,  &c. 

From  tboosj  fwift,  arc  derived  the  names  Arci- 
thoos,  Alcathoos,  Panthoos,  Pirithoos,  &c.  Froni 
noosy  mind  or  intelligence,  Aftynoos,  Arfinoos, 
Autonoos,  Iphinoos,  &c.  From  medos^  counfel, 
Agamedes,  Eumedes,  Lycomedes,  Perimedes, 
Thrafymedes.  From  cleosj  glory,  Amphiclcs, 
Agacles,  Bathycles,.Doriclos,  Echeclos,  Iphiclos, 
Patroclus,  Cleobulus,  &c. 

It  hence  follows  that  feveral  individuals  had 
then  two  names  ^;  that  which  their  parents  had 
given  them,  and  that  which  they  had  merited  by 
their  adions;  but  the  latter  foon  caufed  the  former 
to  be  forgotten. 

The  titles  of  honour  which  I  have  mentioned, 
and  many  others  that  I  omit,  as  Ormenos^  the 
impeiuous,  Afteropeos  ',  tbf  tbunderer^  were  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  children,  to  remind  them  of  and 
incite  them  to  imitate  die  gre^t  adions  of  their 
fathers  ^ 

Tbefe  names  ftillfubfift;  and,  as  they  have  pafled 
into  the  diflferent  claffes  of  citizens,  they  irripofc 
DO  obligation ;  there  fomecimes  even  refults  a  iin« 

^  Euflath.  in  Iliad,  lib.  I,  t.  i*  p.  124,    Id.  in  lib.  2»  p.  35 1» 
P  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  89  v.  274. 
«  Id»  ibid.  lib.  17,  v.  217. 

'  Euflath.  in  Iliad,  t.  ii.  p.  650,  lin*  35.  Schol.  Horn,  lii 
Kb,  2,  ▼-  495, 
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gular  contrail  between  their  iignifications  and  the 
condition  or  charader  of  thofe  who  have  received 
them  in  their  infancy. 

A  Perfian,  who  founded  all  his  merit  on  the 
luftre  of  his  name,  came  to  Athens ;  I  had  been 
acquainted  with  him  at  Sufa,  and  took  him  with 
me  into  the  forum.  We  took  our  feats  near  feve- 
ral  Athenians  who  were  engaged  in  converfation. 
He  afked  me  their  names>  and  requeued  me  to 
explain  their  meaning  to  him.  The  firft,  faid  I^ 
IS  called  EudoxuSj  that  is  to  fay,  iUuftrious  or  bo^ 
murable.  Immediately  my  friend  the  Periian  madea 
profound  reverence  to  Eudoxus.  The  fecond,  con- 
tinued I,  is  named  Polycletus^  which  fignifies  very 
iekkrafed — ^another  reverence  ftill  more  profound. 
No  doubt,  faid  he  to  me,  thefe  two  excellent  perfons 
are  at  the  head  of  the  republic.  No  fuch  thing, 
replied  I ;  they  are  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people, 
and  fcarcely  known.,  The  third,  who  feems  fo 
weak,  is  called  Agafthenes,  or  perhaps  Megaf- 
thenes,  the  ftrong^  or  rather  very  ftrong^  The 
fourth,  who  is  fo  corpulent  and  unwieldy,  is  named. 
Prothoos,  a  word  which  fignifies  light  of  f$ot^  be 
vjbo  fajfes  others  in  the  race.  'The  fifth,  who  ap- 
pears fo  gloomy  and  melancholy,  is  named  Epi- 
chares,  the  cheerful.  And  the  fixth?  faid  the  Perfian 
impatiently. — ^The  fixth  is  Softratus,  or  thefaviour 
of  the  army. — He  has  then  had  the  command  of 
troops  ? — No,  he  has  never  fervcd.   The  feventb. 
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who  is  called  Clitomachus,  iUuftrious  loarrior^  has 
conftantly  fled  at  the  approach  of  the  enemy^  and 
has  been  branded  with  infamy.  The  eighth  is 
named  Dicafeus »,  /i^^tj^.— Indeed  ! — Indeed  he  is 
the  moft  notorious  knave  exifting.  The  name  of 
the  ninth  is  Evelthon,  ovtbe  weUomeK — My  friend 
now  abruptly  riling^  faid  to  me>  Thefe  people 
dilhonour  their  names.  But  at  leaft,  replied  I^  it 
mud  be  confefled  that  their  names  do  not  infpire 
them  with  vanity. 

We  find  fcarcely  any  degrading  names  in  Ho- 
mer. They  are  much  more  common  at  prefent, 
but  coniiderably  lefs  fo  than  might  be  expeded 
among  a  people  who  are  fo  ready  to  perceive  and 
remark  any  kind  of  ridiculoufnefs  or  defed. 

•  Hcrodot.  lib.  8,  cap.  6$^    Marmor.  NointcL 

*  Herodot.  LI).  4,  cap.  x6a. 
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Socrates. 

QOCRATES  was  the  fon  of  a  fculptor  named 
*^  Sophronifcus  •.  He  quitted  the  occupation  of 
Kis  father,  after  having  followed  it  fome  time*. 
His  mother  Phenarete  exercifed  the  profeflion  of 
a  midwife  y. 

Thofe  beautiful  proportions  and  elegant  forms 
which  the  marble  receives  from  the  chifeljfuggefted 
to  him  the  firft  idea  of  perfeftion  :  and,  this  idea 
gradually  becoming  more  exalted,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  throughout  the  univerfe  a  general  har- 
mony between  all  its  parts  ought  to  prevail ;  and 
in  man  a  juil  relation  between  his  adions  and  his 
duties. 

To  expand  thefe  firft  conceptions,  he  exerted 
in  every  kind  of  ftudy  the  ardour  and  inflexiWc 
pertinacity  of  a  powerful  mind,  eager  to  obtain  in- 
ftruftion.     The  examination  of  nature  *,  the  accu- 

«  Plat,  in  Alcib.  i,  t.  ii.  p.  13T.     Diog.  Lacrt.  lib.  2,  §  l8» 
»  Diog.  Laert.  ibid.  §  19.     Paufan.  lib.  i,  cap.  22,  p*  53  » 
lib.  9*  cap.  35,  p.  782.     Suid.  in  ZmL^ir* 
7  Plat,  in  Theact.  t.  i.  p.  149. 
^  Id.  in  Fhaedon.  U  u  p.  96. 
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rate  fciences%  and  the  agreeable  arts,  by  turns 
engaged  his  attention. 

He  lived  at  a  time  when  the  human  mind 
feemed  every  day  to  difcover  new  fources  of  know-  . 
ledge.  Two  claffes  of  men  had  undertaken  the 
care  of  coUcfting  and  diffufing  fcience  :  the  phi- 
lofophers,  the  greater  part  of  whom  paffcd  their 
lives  in  meditating  on  the  formation  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  and  the  eflence  of  beings;  and  the  fophifts, 
who,  poffeffed  of  a  few  fuperficial  notions  and  an 
oftentatious  eloquence,  amufed  their  hearers  with 
difcourfes  on  every  fubjcft  of  morals  and  politics, 
without  elucidating  any. 

Socrates  frequented  the  converfation  and  ha- 
rangues of  both  *  5  he  admired  their  talents,  and 
derived  information  from  their  errors.  During 
his  attendance  on  the  former,  he  perceived  that 
the  farther  he  advanced  the  more  the  darknefs 
thickened  around  him;  and  was  convinced  that 
Nature,  who  fo  readily  grants  us  the  knowledge 
really  neceflary  to  us,  requires  that  which  is  of  lefs 
utility  to  be  extorted  from  her,  and  rigoroufly  de- 
nies that  wliich  would  only  tend  to  fatisfy  a  reft- 
lefs  curiofity.  Thus,  judging  of  the  importance 
of  the  different  kinds  of  fcience  by  the  degree  of 
evidence  or  obfcurity  with  which  they  are  accom- 
panied, he  determined  to  renounce  the  ftudy  of 

■  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  4,  p.  814. 

^  Platrin  Men.  t,  ii.  p.  96,     Diog.  Laert.  lib.  2,  §  19. 
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firft  caufes^  and  to  rejeft  thofe  abftraft  theories 
which  ferve  only  to  torment  or  miflead  the  mind  ^. 
If  he  confidered  the  meditations  of  the  phiIo(b« 
phers  as  ufelefs,  the  fophifts  appeared  to  him  much 
more  dangerous ;  iince^  by  defending  at  pleafure 
every  opinion  without  adopting  any,  they  intro* 
duced  the  licentioufnefs  of  doubt  into  the  truths 
raoft  effential  to  the  tranquillity  of  fociety. 

From  his  inefFedual  refearches  he  concluded 
that  the  only  knowledge  neceffary  to  men  is  that 
of  their  duties,  and  the  only  occupation  worthy  of 
a  philofopher  that  of  inftrufting  mankind  in  thefc 
duties ',  and,  fubjefting  to  the  examination  of  rea-  ' 
fon  the  relations  which  exift  between  us,  and  the 
gods,  and  our  fellow-creatures,  ne  confined  him- 
felf  to  that  fimple  theology  which  numerous  na- 
tions had  peaceably  followed  during  a  long  courfc 
of  ages. 

The  Supreme  Wifdom  preferves  the  univerfc 
which  it  has  formed  in  an  eternal  youth**;  and, 
though  invifible  in  itfelf,  is  refplendently  mani- 
felled  in  the  wonders  it  operates.  The  gods  ex- 
tend their  providence  over  all  nature;  and,  prefent 
in  every  place,  fee  and  hear  all  things^.  Among 
the  infinite  number  of  beings  which  are  the  work 
of  their  hands,  man,  diftinguiflied  from  other  ani- 


«  Xenoph.  Mem.  lib.  i,  p.  710  j  lib.  4,  p.  815.    Diog.  Laert. 
lib.  2,  §  21. 

^  Xenoph.  Cyrop.  lib.  8,  p.  237.     Id.  Memor«  lib.  4,  p.  802. 

«  Id,  Meraor.  lib.  j,  p.  711  ct  728. 
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tnals  by  eminent  qualities,  and  efpecially  by  an 
tmderftanding  capable  of  conceiving  the  idea  of 
the  Deity,  man  was  ever  the  objeA  of  their  love 
and  prediledkion  ^.  They  fpcak  to  him  inceffantly ' 
by  thofe  fovcreign  laws  which  they  have  engraven 
on  his  heart—**  Adore  the  gods ;  honour  your 
parents ;  do  good  to  thofe  who  do  good  to  you  ••** 
They  fpeak  to  him  likewife  by  their  oracles,  diftri- 
buted  over  the  earth,  and' by  a  multitude  of  pro- 
digies and  prefages  which  are  indications  of  their 
will^ 

Let  us  no  longer,  then,  complain  of  their  filence, 
nor  allege  that  they  arc  too  exalted  to  ftoop  to  our 
feeblenefs '.  If  their  power  raifes  them  above  us, 
their  goodnefs  brings  them  nearer  to  us.  But 
what  do  they  require  ?  The  worfhip  eftabliflied  in 
each  country  ^ ;  prayers  which  (hall  be  confined 
to  folicic,  in  {general,  their  protection  ;  and  facri- 
fices  in  which  the  purity  of  the  heart  is  more  ef- 
fentia!  than  the  magnificence  of  the  offerings  ^ 
They  require  ftill  more,  that 'we  (hould  honour 
Mid  obey  them ;  and  to  be  ufeful  to  fociety  is  to 
obey  them*.  The  ftatefman  whofe  objeft  is 
the  good  of  the  people,  the  labourer  who  renders 

^  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib*  I,  p.  727 ;  lib,  4,  p.  800  et  8o2,     Hat, 
in  Phaedon.  u  i.  p.  62. 

t  Xeaoph.  Memor.  lib,  4,  p.  807  et  8«8. 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i,  p.  708  et  709 ;  Ub«  4,  p,  8o2, 

^  Id.  ibid,  lib,  t»  p.  728. 

k  Id.  ibid,  Kb.  4,  p,8o3, 

1  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i,  p.  722. 

■  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4,  p.  803. 

Vol.  V.        D  d 
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the  earth  more  fertile,  and  all  tbofe  who. .  from  s 
defire  to  pleafe  the  gods^  faithfully  difcharge  their 
duties,  render  to  the  divine  beings  the  mod  noble 
worfhip'*;  but  this  mufl  be  continual,  for  their 
favours  ar^  only  the  reward  of  fervent  piety^accom* 
panied  with  hope  and  confidence^  Let  us  under- 
take nothing  without  confulting  them ;  let  us  do 
nothing  cqntrary  to  ,xheir  commands  ' ;  and  let  us 
ever  bear  in  mind  that  the  prefence  of  the  gods 
enlightens  and  fills  the  mod  obfcure  and  the  mod 
folitary  places  ^. 

Socrates  never  explained  his  opinion  on  the 
nature  of  the  Deity,  but  he  always  clearly  exprefled 
it  on  his  exiftence  and  providence ;  truths  of  which 
he  was  intimately  convinced,  and  the  only  ones 
to  which  it  was  poffible  and  of  importance  to  at- 
tain. He.  acknowledged  one  God,  the  creator  and 
prefer ver  of  the  univerfe  *" ;  and  under  him  iDferior 
deities,  formed  by  his  hands,  invefted  with  a  por- 
tion, of  his  authority,  and  worthy  of  our  venera- 
tion. Penetrated  with  the  moft  awful  refped  for 
the  Sovereign  Being,  he  every  where  pro£brated 
himfclf  before  himj  and  every  where  honoured 
.die  fubordinate  divinities,  by  whatever  name  they 


»  Xenoplu  Mcmor.  lib,  3,  p.  780. 

•  Id.  ibid,  lib,  4,  p.  803. 

*  Id,  ibid,  lib,  I,  p.  709, 
4  Id.  ibid,'  lib.  i,  p.  728, 

'  Cudw.  Syft.  Intdlca.  cap.  4,  {  53.    Bruck.  Hiaor,  FhaoT. 
t.  i.  p.  560,  &C 
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were  invoked^  provided  no  human  frailties  were 
attributed  to  them^  and  their  wor(hip  was  free  from 
fuperflitions,  by  which  it  muft  be  disfigured*  Cet 
remonies  might  Vary  among  different  nations ;  but 
they  ought  all  to  be  authorized  by  the  laws^  and 
to  be  accompanied  by  purity  of  intention  %   ^ 

He  did  not  enquire  into  the  origin  of  the  evil 
which  prevails  in  the  moral  as  well  as  in  the  natu* 
ral  world  :  but  he  was  acquainted  with  the  good 
and  evil  which  are  the  caufes  of  the  happinefs  and 
unhappinefs  of  man ;  and  on  this  knowledge  he 
founded  his  fyftcm  of  morality. 

The  true  good  is  permanent  and  unalterable ; 
it  fills  without  fatiguing  the  foul,  and  infpires  it 
with  profound  tranquillity  for  the  prefent,  and  , 
abfolute  fecurity  for  the  future.  It  confifts  not, 
therefore,  in  the  enjoyment  of  pleafures,  power, 
health,  riches,  and  honours;  thefe  advantages,  and 
all  thofe  which  moft  excite  our  defires,  are  not  good 
in  themfelves,  fince  they  may  be  profitable  or 
hurtful  according  to  the  ufe  which  is  made  of 
thcm^  or  the  eflFedts  which  they  naturally  produce: 
fome  of  them  are  accompanied  by  torments,  and 
others  followed  by  difguft  and  remorfe;  all  are 
deftroyed  a^  foon  as  they  are  abufed,  and  we  ceafc 

to  enjoy  when  we  fear  to  lofe  them. 

.  -  —  —   -  — .  — . ■ —      

•  Xenoph,  Memor.  lib.  4»  p.  803. 

t  Plat,  in  Men.  t.  ii.  p.  88.    Xenoph.  Meoior.  lib*  3,  p.  7771 
lib.  4,  p«  798. 
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Our  ideas  of  the  evils  which  we  dread  are  nbl 
more  juft :  there  are  fome  of  tbem^  as  difgracc, 
ficknefs,  and  poverty,  which,  notwithftanding  the 
terror  they  infpire,  fometimes  bring  with  them 
more  real  advantages  than  honoun,  riches,  and 
health  •. 

Thus,  placed  amid  objefts  of  the  nature  of 
which  we  are  ignorant,  our  fluftuating  and  uncer* 
tain  minds  can  only  difcern,  by  a  dim  light,  what 
is  good  or  evil^  juft  or  unjuft,  honourable  or  dif- 
graceful ' ;  and  as  all  our  adions  are  the  effeft  cf 
choice,  and  as  this  choice  is  the  more  blind  the 
more  it  is  important,  we  are  inceflantly  in  danger 
of  falling  into  the  fnares  by  which  we  are  furround* 
ed.  Hence  fo  many  contradiftions  in  our  conduft, 
fuch  inftability  in  our  virtues,  and  fo  many  fyftems 
of  happinefs  whicli  prove  to  be  without  foundation. 
Yet  have  the  gods  granted  us  a  guide  to  con- 
duft  us  through  thefe  uncertain  pathsi  This  guide 
is  wifdom ;  which  is  the  greateft  good,  as  igno» 
ranee  is  the  greateft  eviU.  Wifdom  is  enlightened 
reafon  *,  which,  divefting  the  objefts  of  our  hopes 
and  fears  of  their  hlCt  colours,  Ihews  them  to  us 
fuch  as  they  are  in  themfelvcs,  fixes  our  unfettled 
judgments,  and  determines  our  will  by  the  fole 
force  of  evidence. 


«  Xcnoph.  Memor.  lib.  4,  p.  798  et  7^. 
X  Plat.in  Alcib.  i,  t.  L  p.  ii7«     Id.  in  Protae.  t.  i.  p.  357* 
7  Id.  in  Euthyd.  t.  i.  p.  281.     Diog,  Lacrtt  Ob.  2,  §  31* 
*  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  4y  p.  9 1  ^ 
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The  man  who  is  guided  by  this  refplendenc  and 
pure  light  is  jull,  becaufe  he  is  convinced  that  it 
is  his  intereft  to  obey  the  laws^  and  to  do  no  in- 
jury to  any  one  * ;  he  is  frugal  and  temperate,  be- 
caufe he  clearly  perceives  that  exceflive  indul- 
gence in  pleafure  is  followed  by  the  lofs  of  healthy 
reputation,  and  fortune  ^ ;  he  poflefles  true  cou* 
rage,  becaufe  he  knows  danger,  and  the  neceffity 
of  braving  it  ^.  His  Qther  virtues  flow  from  the 
fame  principle,  or  rather  they  are  only  wifdom 
applied  to  the  different  circumftances  of  life*. 

It  hence  follows  that  all  virtue  is  a  fcience  which 
is  extended  by  exercife  and  meditation  * ;  and  all 
vice  an  error  which,  from  its  nature,  muft  pro- 
duce  all  other  vices  ^ 

This  principle,  ftill  difputed  among  the  philofo- 
phers,  found  opponents  in  the  time  of  Socrates. 
It  was  objefted  that  we  ought  to  complain  of  our 
weaknefs,  and  not  of  our  ignorance;  and  that  if  we 
commit  evil  ir  is  not  for-  want  of  knowing  it  to  be 
fuch  •.  You  know  it  not,  anfwered  he;  you  would 
carefully  Ihun  it  if  you  confidered  it  as  evil^  :  but 

*  Xenoplu  Manor,  fib.  4,  p.  803,  805,  8o6« 
^  Plat,  m  Protag.  1. 1.  p.  353. 

«  Xenoph.ibid.  p.  812. 

'  Id. lib*  3,  p.  778  ;  lib.4»  p»  8i2« 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  2»  p.  7^4.    Ariftot.  de  Mor.  lib.  6,  cap.  13, 
t.  ii.  p.  82.    Id.  Magn.'MoraL  lib.  i,  cap.  I9 1.  ii.  p.  r^;. 

^  Flat,  in  Enthydem.  t.  i.  p.  281.    Id.  in  Protag.  p.  j^J. 

f  Flat,  in  Protag.  t.  i.  p.  3  $2. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  358.    Id.  in  Men.  t«  ii.  p.  77, 
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you  prefer  it  to  good^  becaufe  it  appears  to  you  a 
ftill  greater  good. 

It  was  replied :  Wc  condemn  this  preference 
which  wc  give  to  it,  both  before  and  after  we  are 
betrayed  into  it" ;  but  there  are  moments  in  which 
the  allurements  of  pleafure  induce  us  to  forget  our 
principles,  and  (hut  our  eyes  to  the  confcquences^' 
In  fadt,  after  all,  how  is  it  poflible  that  we  fliould 
vanquifti  thofe  paffions  which  enilave  us  in  defpite 
of  ourfelves  ? 

If  you  are  flaves,  replied  Socrates,  you  ought 
no  longer  to  imagine  yourfelves  virtuous,  or,  by 
confequence,  to  expedt  happinefs.  Wifdom, 
which  can  alone  bcftow  the  latter,  makes  her  voice 
be  heard  only  by  men  who  are  free,  or  who  labour 
to  become  fo  *.  To  reftore  to  you  your  liberty, 
fhe  requires  the  facrifice  of  thofe  wants  which  were 
not  given  to  you  by  nature.  In  proportion  as 
you  fhall  delight  in  and  meditate  on  her  leflbns> 
you  (hall  with  eafe  (hake  off  every  yoke  which  can 
difturb  or  obfcure  the  mind ;  for  it  is  not  the  ty- 
ranny of  the  paffions  which  is  to  be  feared,  but 
that  of  ignorance,  which  delivers  you  into  their 
hands  by  exaggerating  their  power :  deftroy  die 
empire  of  the  latter,  and  you  will  fee  thofe  illu* 
fions  which  dazzle  you,  and  thofe  confufed  and 


'  Ariftot.dc  Mor.  lib.  7,  cap.  3,  t.  li.  p,  86, 
*  Plat,  in  Protag.  p.  352  et  356» 
}  Xcnoph.  Memor.  lib.  4,  p.  808, 
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uhftable  opinions  which  you  have  miftaken  for 
principles,  inftantly  difappcar.  Then  (hall  the 
fplendour  and  beauty  of  virtue  make  fuch  an  im- 
predion  on  our  fouls,  that  they  (hall  no  longer  be 
able  to  refift  the  fovereign  charm  by  which  they 
are  attrafted ;  then  may  it  indeed  be  faid  that  we 
have  it  not  in  our  power  to  be  wicked  ",  becaufe 
it  will  no*  longer  be  poffible  that  we  fhould  prefer 
evil  to  good,  nor  even  a  fmaller  advantage  to  a 
greater*. 

Intimately  convinced  of  this  doftrine,  Socrates 
conceived  the  extraordinary  and  noble  defign  of 
diflipating,  if  it  were  not  too  late,  the  errors  and 
prejudices  which  are  the  unhappinefs  and  difgrace 
of  human  nature.  A  fimple  individual,  without 
rank,  authority,  or  any  interefted  view,  was  feen 
toi  undertake  the  dangerous  and  difficult  taik  of 
inftrufking  mankind,  and  conducing  them  by  vir- 
tue to  truth ;  he  was  feen  to  dedicate  every  mo- 
ment of  his  life  to  this  glorious  miniftry,  to  dif- 
charge  it  with  all  the  zeal  and  moderation  which 
an  enlightened  love  of  the'  public  good  infpires, 
and  to  fupport,  as  much  as  was  in  his  power,  the 
declining  authority  of  the  laws  and  of  manners. 

Socrates  never  fought  to  take  a  part  in  the  ad- 
miniilration  of  public  affairs.     By  forming  good 


"*  Ariftot.Magn.  Mor.  lib.  i,  t*  ii.  cap.  99  p.  153. 
»  Plat,  in  Proug.  1. 1.  p.  358.    Id.  in  Men.  p.  77. 
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citizens^  faid  he,  I  more  effedually  render  to 
my  Gountry  che  fervice  which  I  owe  to  it*. 

As  be  wiflied  not  to  make  public  his  plans  of 
reform,  nor  to  precipitate  their  execution,  he  com- 
pofed  no  works,  nor  did  he  affed  to  colleft  hit 
hearers  round  him  at  ftated  times  '.  But  in  the 
fquares  and  public  walks,  in  feleft  companies,  and 
among  the  lower  ranks  of  people  *,  he  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  leaft  opportunity  to  inftrud  in  their 
true  interefts  the  magiftrate,  the  ai'tifan,  and  the 
labourer ;  in  a  word>  all  his  brethren,  for  in  this 
light  he  viewed  all  mankind  ^  *.  The  converta^ 
tion  at  firft  only  turned  on  indifferent  things;  but 
by  degrees,  and  without  their  perceiving  it^  he 
induced  (hem  to  give  him  an.  account  of  their 
conduft;  and  the  greater  part  learned  with  furprife 
that,  in  each  condition,  happinefs  confiils  in  being 
a  good  parent,  a  good  friend,  and  a  good  citizen  '• 

Socrates  did  not  flatter  himfeif  that  his  dodrines 

would  be  approved  by  the  Athenians  while  the 

"Peloponnefian  war  agitated  all  minds,  and  was  the 

caufe  of  the  moft  extrecne  licentioufnefs  ;  but  he 

•  Xenoph.  Manor,  lib.  i,  p*  7)2. 
P  Plut.  An.  Stnif  &c.  t.  lu  p.  796. 

4  Xenoph.  Manor,  libt  ly  p.  700.    KUt.  In  ApdL  t.  u  p«  17* 
T  Flut.  de  Exil*  t.  ii.  p.  600.    Cicer.  Tufcul,  lib.  5,  cap.  37, 
1. 11.  p.  393. 

•  Socrates  faidi  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  world  (Cicer.  ibid) ; 
AriiHppttB,  I  am  a  ftrangcr  every  where  (Xenoph.  Memor.  1S>.  2, 
p.  736) :  thefe  two  exprelBons  fufficc  to  chara^crife  the  mater 
and  the  difciple. 

•  Plat*  in  Lach.  t»  ii*  p.  187, 
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prefumed  that  their  children,  more  dcxrile,  would 
traofmit  them  to  the  fucceeding  generation. 

Thcfe  he  attracted  to  himfelf  by  the  charms  of 
his  conTcrlationj  and  fometimes  by  becoming  a 
companion  in  their  pleafures,  without  participating 
in  their  excefles.  One  of  thefe  youths,  after  hav- 
ing heard  him  difcourfe,  excfaimed — "  Socratesr, 
1  am  poor,  but  I  give  myfelf  to  you  without  rp- 
ferve.'* — *^  You  know  not,'*  anfwered  Socrates, 
**  what  a  noble  prefent  you  have  made  me  ^" 
His  firft  care  was  to  difcover  their  true  character. 
He  aflifted  them  by  his  queflions  to  explain  their 
own  ideas,  and  compelled  them  by  his  anfwers  to 
rejed  them.  More  accurate  definitions  gradually 
difpelled  the  falfe  light  they  had  received  in  their 
earlier  education,  and  doubts  acutely  ftarted  rc-» 
doubled  their  inquietude  and  curiofity  ' ;  for  his 
art  confided  in  always  bringing  them  to  that  point 
at  which  they  could  neither  endure  their  ignorance 
nor  their  weaknefs. 

Many,  being  unable  to  undergo  this  trial,  and 
bluthing  at  their  fituation,  without  having  the  for* 
titude  to  extricate  themfelvcs  from  it,  forfook  So- 
crates, who  was  not  eager  to  recal  them*.  Others 
learned  from  their  humiliation  to  didruH:  them- 
felves,  and  from  that  inftant  he  ceafed  to  fpread 


*  Diog.  Lacrt«  lib.  2^  §  34. 

*  Xeno^.  Memor.  lib.  4,  p.  79$* 
f  Id,  ibi4.  p.  799f 
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fnares  for  their  vanity  ^  :  he  fpoke  to  them  neither 
with  the  feverity  of  a  cenfor,  nor  the  haughtinefs  of 
a  fophift ;  he  dealt  not  in  harfti  reproaches  or  im- 
portunate complaints ;  his  difcourfe  was  the  lan- 
guage of  reafon  and  friendihip,  in  the  mouth  of 
virtue* 

He  laboured  to  form  their  minds,  becaufe  each 
precept  ought  to  have  its  principle  ;  and  exercifed 
them  in  dialedics^  that  they  might  be  enabled  to 
combat  againfl:  the  fophifms  of  pleafure  and  the 
paflions  *» 

Never  was  any  man  Icfs  fufceptible  of  jealoufy. 
If  his  difciples  wilhed  to  obtain  a  flight  tinfture  of 
the  fciences,  he  directed  them  to  mafters  whom  he 
believed  more  capable  to  inftruft  them  than  him* 
felf*;  or,  if  they  defired  to  frequent  other  fchools, 
furnilhed  them  with  recommendations  to  the  phi- 
lofophers  to  whom  they  gave  the  preference  *•. 

His  leflbns  were  only  familiar  converfations,  the 
fubjed  of  which  was  fuggefted  by  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  moment.  Sometimes  he  read  to  his 
fcholars  the  writings  of  the  fages  who  had  preceded 
him*.  He  repeatedly  read  them,  becaufe  he  knew 
that  to  perfevere  in  the  love  of  virtue  it  is  oftea 

y  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  4»  p.  8oo. 
*  Id.  ibid.  p.  8  lo. 
>  Id.  ibid.  p.  814. 

^  Plat,  in  Theaet.  t.  i.  p.  15  T.      Ei)i6l.  Enchir.  cap.  4& 
Arrian.  in  £pt6t.  lib.  3»  cap.  5.    SimpL  in  Epidt  pt  3 1 1 • 
«  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  i>  p*  731* 
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ntcefiary  to  be  convinced  anew  of  thofe  tmths  of 
which  we  have  before  been  perfuaded.  Sometimes 
he  difcuffed  the  nature  of  juftice,  knowledge,  and 
the  true  good  ^ ;  then  would  he  exclaim-— ''Detefted 
be  the  memory  of  him  who  firft  dared  to  make  a 
diftindtion  between  what  is  juft  and  what  is  ufe- 
ful*." — At  other  times  he  pointed  out  to  themi 
more  at  length  the  relations  that  conneft  men  with 
each  other,  and  thofe  between  them  and  the  ob- 
jedts  by  which  they  are  furrounded  '•  Submiffion 
to  the  will  of  parents,  however  rigid  they  may  be; 
and  ftill  more  implicit  fubmiflSonto  the  commands 
of  our  country,  however  fevere  s ;  equality  of  mind 
in  adverfity  and  profperity  *» ;  the  obligation  med 
are  under  to  render  themfelves  ufeful  to  other  men, 
and  the  neceffity  that  they  (hould  continually  be 
in  a  ftate  of  warfare  againft  their  own  paffions,  and 
in  a  ftate  of  peace  towards  the  paffions  of  others ; 
thefe  were  the  points  of  doftrine  which  Socrates 
explained  with  equal  perfpicuity  and  precifion. 

Hence  his  difcourfes  contained  the  elucidation 
of  a  multitude  of  ideas  novel  to  his  hearers^  and 
abounded  with  maxims  fimilar  to  the  following, 
taken  at  random  from  among  many  others  which 
p,.    .1.    .  ■  I      ■  III       I  ■ 

^  Xenoph.  Memor.     Plat,  paflim. 

«  Cic.  dc  Leg.  lib.  i,  cap.  12,  t.  iil.  p.  126.  Id.  de  Offic 
Kb.  3,  cap.  3,  p.  259, 

^  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  4,  p.  794* 

s  Plat.inCrit.  t.i.  p.  51.  Id.  in  Protag.  p.  346.  Xenoph* 
pernor,  lib.  2,  p.  741. 

h  Stob.  jSerm.  147,  p.  ^^4, 
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are  dill  remembered ;  fuch  as  that  the  fewer  our 
wants  the  nearer  we  approach  to  the  divine  nature  ^ ; 
that  idlenefs  degrades,  and  not  labour^;  that  a 
look  of  complacence  on  beauty  introduces  a  mortal 
poifon  into  the  heart ' ;  that  the  glory  of  the  fage 
confifts  in  being  virtuous  without  affefting  to  ap- 
pear fo,  and  his  pleafure  in  becoming  dill  more 
virtuous  from  day  to  day  *" ;  that  it  is  better  to  die 
with  honour  than  to  live  in  ignominy ;  that  we 
ought  never  to  render  evil  for  evil  ■  ;  and,  to  con- 
clude with  one  of  thofe  alarmiDg  truths  on  which 
he  moft  frequently  infifted,  that  it  is  the  greateft  of 
impoflures  to  pretend  to  govern  and  conduft  men 
without  pofleffing  the  requifite  abilities  \ 

And,  in  hA,  how  was  it  poffible  that  the  pre* 
fumption  of  ignorance  fliould  not  have  difgufted 
him  who,  after  all  his  labours,  and  the  knowledge 
to  which  he  had  attained,  believed  he  had  fcarcely 
acquired  the  right  of  confeffing  that  he  knew  no^ 
thing  '—he  who  beheld  in  the  ftate  the  moft  im- 
portant places  obtained  by  intrigue,  and  confided 
to  pcrfons  without  knowledge  or  probity ;  in  fociety 
and  private  families  every  principle  obfcured,  and 
every  duty  mifunderftood;  and,  among  the  youth 

I.  ■  ■  I         III         ibTi       [  ■ 

1  Xcnoph.  Memor.  lib.  l,  p.  731. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  720. 
1  Id.  ibid.  p.  724. 

"  Id.  ibid.  p.  730 ct  732. 

*  Plat,  in  Crit.  t.i.  p.  49. 

*  Xenoph.  ibid.  p.  732. 

f  Plat.  Apol.  1. 1,  p.  21.    Id«  in  Tbect.  t.  L  p.  157. 
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of  Athens^  haughty  and  frivolous  minds^  whoie  ar« 
rogant  claims  knew  no  bounds^  and  whofe  incapa- 
city equalled  their  pride  ? 

Socrates,  ever  attentive  to  deftroy  the  high  opir 
nion  which  the  latter  entertained  of  ttemfelves  \ 
read  in  the  heart  of  Alcibiades  the  defire  of  being 
foon  at  the  head  of  the  ret^blic,  and  in  that  of 
Critias  the  ambition  one  day  to  fubjeft  it.  Bdtht 
difiinguiflied  by  their  birth  and  riches^  fought  to 
obtain  knowledge,  that  they  might  afterwards  make 
an  oftentattous  difplay  of  it  before  the  people  '• 
But  the  former  was  the  moft  dangerous,  becaufe 
he  joined  to  thefe  advantages  the  moft  amiable 
qualities.  Socrates,  after  having  obtained  his  con- 
fidence, forced  him  to  confefs,  with  tears,  fometimes 
his  ignorance,  and  fometimes  his  vanity  ;  and  in 
this  confufion  of  fentiments  the  difciple  declared 
that  he  could  neither  be  happy  with  fuch  a  mafter, 
nor  without  fuch  a  friend.  To  avoid  the  force  of 
his  arguments,  Alcibiades  and  Critias  at  length 
determined  to  (bun  his  prefence  *. 

Succefs  lefs  fplendid  but  more  durable,  though 
it  could  not  confole  him  for  this  lofs,  recompenfed 
his  labours.  To  difl\iade  from  engaging  in  public 
employments  fuch  of  his  difciples  as  had  not  yet 
acquired  fufficient  experience  to  difcharge  them 

9  Xenoph*  Memor.  lib.  4,  p.  791. 

'  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i>  p.  713* 

•  Id.  ibid.    Hat.  in  Conviv.  t.  iii.  p.  115  et  216, 
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properly ',  and  to  induce  others  who  declined  thcM 
from  indifference  or  modcfty  to  accept  them  ■ ;  to 
reconcile  his  pupils  and  his  friends  when  divifions 
had  taken  place  among  them  • ;  to  rcftore  tran- 
quillity to  their  families,  and  order  to  their  affairs  y; 
to  render  them  more  religious,  more  juft,  and 
more  temperate  • — fuch  were  the  effefts  of  that 
mild  perfuaflon  which  he  inftilled  into  the  mizMis* 
of  all  who  converfed  with  him ;  and  fuch  the 
plcafures  which  tranfported  his  beneficent  heart. 

Thefe  falutary  effefts  were  however  lefs  to  be 
afcribed  to  his  leffons  than  to  his  example  \  The 
following  obfervations  will  (hew  that  it  was  diffi- 
cult for  any  one  to  frequent  his  company  without 
becoming  better*^.  Though  born  with  the  ftrong- 
eft  inclination  to  vice,  his  whole  life  was  the  moft 
exemplary  model  of  virtue.  It  was  with  difficulty 
that  he  obtained  the  viftory  over  the  violence  of 
his  difpofition,  whether  becaufe  this  defcft  is  the 
moft  difficult  to  corredt,  or  becaufe-it  is  that  which 
we  moft  eafily  excufe,  in  ourfelves.  But  at  length 
his  patience  became  invincible.  The  ill- temper 
of  Xanthippe  his  wife  could  not  difturb  the  tran- 

(  Xenopb.  Memor.  lib.  3,  p.  772. 

V  Id.  ibid.  p.  774.     Diog.  Laert.  lib.  2,  §  29^ 

'  Xenopb.  ibid.  lib.  2,  p.  743. 

7  Id.  ibid.  p.  741  et  755. 

»  Id.  ibid.  lib.  I,  p.  71 1  ;  lib.  4,  p.  803  ct  8o8. 

■  Id.  ibid.  p.  713  ;  lib.  4,  p.  814.  Luciaa.  in  Damonad.  t.  ii« 

P*  379- 

^  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  1,  p.  712* 

«  Id.ibid.libt  l,  p.  721. 
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jqulllity  of  his  mind  ^  nor  the  fcrenity  of  his  brow  «. 
He  lifted  his  hand  to  ftrikc  his  Have— *^  Ah  !"  faid 
he, "  if  I  were  not  angry !"  and  did  not  ftrike  him  ^ 
He  had  requefted  his  friends  to  tell  him  when  they 
perceived  any  alteration  in  his  countenance  or 
voice  «• 

Though  he  was  very  poor  he  received  no  falary 
for  his  inftrudions**,  and  never  accepted  the  offers 
of  his  difciples.  Some  rich  individuals  of  Greece 
wiQied  to  prevail  on  him  to  live  with  them  *,  but 
he  refufed ;  and  when  Archelaus  king  of  Mace- 
don  offered  him  an  eftabliffiment  at  his  court,  he 
refufed  him  likewife,  alleging  that  it  was  not  in 
his  power  to  return  benefit  for  benefit  K 

He  was  not  however  negligent  of  his  external, 
appearance,  though  this  bore  the  marks  of  the 
mediocrity  of  his  fortune-  His  cleanlinefs  refulted 
from  thofe  ideas  of  order  and  decency  which  go- 
verned all  his  a&ions  ;  and  the  care  which  he  took 
of  his  health,  from  his  dcfire  to  prcferve  his  mind 
free  and  tranquil  ^ 

In  thofe  repafts  in  which  plcafure  fometimes 

^  Xenoph.  in  Conviv,  p.  876.     Dio^.  Laert.  lib,  2,  §  36. 

«  Cfcer.  de  OfiSc.  lib.  i,  cap.  26,  t.  iii«  p.  203.  iEUiao.  Var, 
Hift.  lib.  9,  cap.  7, 

^  Senec*  dc  Ira,  lib.  I,  cap.  15.  ' 

f  Id.  ibid*  lib.  3,  cap.  13. 

*»  Xenopb.  Memor.  lib.  i,  p.  7i2et  729.  Hat.  Apol.  t.  i. 
p.  19.     Diog.  Laert.  lib.  2,  §  27. 

^  Id.  ibid.  ^25. 

^  Senec*  de  Benef.  Hb.  5,  cap.  6.     Diog.  Laert.  ibid. 

1  Xenopb.  Memor.  Ub.  i,  p.  712.    Diog.  Laert, lib.  2,  $  22. 
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proceeds  to  licentioufoefs,  his  friends  admired  hiS 
frugality  "*,  and  in  his  conduft  his  enemies  revered 
the  purity  of  his  manners  ''• 

He  made  feveral  campaigns^  in  all  of  which  he 
gave  noble  examples  of  courage  and  obedience. 
He  had  long  hardened  himfelf  againfl  all  the  wants 
of  nature^  and  the  inclemency  of  the  feafons  ^  j  and, 
at  the  fiege  of  Potidsea^  when  the  fevere  cold  kept 
che  troops  under  their  tents,  he,  without  taking 
any  precaution,  ftill  appeared  in  the  fame  drefs 
which  he  wore  at  every  other  time,  and  was  fecn 
to  walk  bare-footed  on  the  ice'.  The  foldiers 
imagined  that  hcf  intended  to  infult  their  effemi- 
nacy, but  he  would  have  done  the  fame  had  no 
perfbn  feen  him. 

At  the  fame  iiege,  during  a  fally  which  the 
garrifon  made,  having  found  Alcibiades  covered 
with  wounds,  he  fnaitched  him  from  the  hands  of 
the  enemy ;  and  fome  time  after  procured  the  prize 
of  bravery  to  be  decreed  to  him,  which  he  had 
himfelf  merited  \ 

At  the  battle  of  Delium  he  was  among  the  laft 
who  retired,  by  the  fide  of  the  general,  whom  he 
aififted  with  his  advice,  marching  ilowly,  and 


B  Xenopli.  Memor.  lib.  i ,  p.  723.    Diog.  Laert.  Ub.  2,  }  27; 

•  Xeno^*  Memor*  lib.  i,  p^  724. 

•  Id.  ibid.  p.  7 1 1  et  729, 

P  Flat,  in  Conviv.  t.  iii.  p.  210. 

«  Id.  ibid.    Hut.  in  Alcib.  t,  u  p»  194.    Diog.  Laot.  lib.  2» 

3  fighting 
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fighting  as  he  retreated ;  till  perceiving  the  youtli 
Xenophon,  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  and  thrown 
from  his  horfe,  he  took  him  on  his  (hbulders^  and 
conveyed  him  to  a  place  of  fafcty  ^  Laches,  his 
general,  afterwards  declared,  that  viftory  muft  have 
been  certain  if  every  foldier  had  behaved  like 
Socrates ». 

This  courage  did  hot  forfake  him  on  occafions 
perhaps  ftill  more  perilous.  Having  been  raifed 
by  lot  to  the  rank  of  fenator,  he  prefided,  in  virtue 
of  his  office,  with  fome  Gther  members  of  the  fe- 
nate  in  the  alTembly  of  the  people^  The  bufinefs 
before  them  was- to  accufation  againft  fbme  gene-^ 
rals  who  had  gained  a  fignal  vidtory.  A  fentence 
was  propofed  no  lefs  defcdive  from  its  irregularity 
than  oppreffive  of  innocence.  The  multitude 
kindled  into  a  rage  at  the  lead  contradidion,  and 
demanded  that  all  who  oppofed  the  proceedings 
(hould  be  placed  among  the  number  of  the  ac-^ 
Cufed.  The  other  prefidents  were  intimidated, 
and  gave  their  approbation  to  the  decree.  Socrates 
alone,  intrepid  in  the  midft  of  /clamours,  and  me* 
naces,  protefted  that,  having  taken  an  6ath  to  judge 
conformably  to  the  laws,  nothing  (hould  induce 
him  to  violate  it,  nor  did  he  violate  it  ^ 

'  Plat,  in  CoQviv.  t.  lii*  p.  22 1.  Strab*  lib.  9,  p.  4031 
Diog.  Laert.  in  Socrat.  §  22. 

•  Flat,  in  Lach.  t.  ii.  p.  181  • 

t  Xenoph.  tli&*  Graec.  t«  i*  lib*  I,  p«  449%  Id.^Memor*  lib.  I, 
p.  711 ;  Lb.4,p.803« 

VoL^  V*  E  e 
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Socrates  frequently  jefted  on  the  refemblance  or 
his  features  to  thofe  which  were  attributed  to  the 
god  Silenus  "•  He  had  a  pleafing  and  lively  wit, 
equal  (Irength  and  folidity  of  chara6ler,  and  a  pe- 
culiar talent  for  rendering  the  truth  manifeft  and 
interefting.  His  difcourfe  was  without  ornament, 
but  frequently  poffefled  elevation,  and  always  pre- 
cifion  in  the  terms,  and  connection  and  propriety 
of  ideas.  He  affirmed  that  he  had  received  lef- 
fons  in  rhetoric  from  Afpafia*,  by  which  he  no 
doubt  meaned  that  he  had  learned  from  her  to  ex- 
prefe  himfclf  more  gracefully.  He  was  intimately 
acquainted  witk  that  celebrated  woman,  and  with 
Pericles,  Euripides,  and  the  mod  diftinguiihed 
men  of  his  age  :  but  his  difciples  were  always  his 
real,  friends ;  by  them  he  was  adored  t  :  and  I  have 
ieen  fome  of  them  who,  long  after  his  death,  ma- 
iiifefted  the  tendereft  emotions  whenever  they  re- 
called him  to  mind. 

In  his  convprfations  with  his  pupils  and  friends 
ke  frequently  fpoke  of  a  genius  which  had  attend- 
ed him  from  his  infancy  *,  and  whofe  infpirations 
never  urged  him  to  any  undertaking,  but  frequently 
retrained  him  when  on  the  point  of  executing  his 


*  Plat,  ki  Convivr  p.  883.     M.  in  ThcsBt.  t.  L  p.  143.     IcL 
In  Conviv.  t.  ill.  p.  215. 

*  Plat,  in  Men  ex,  t.  ii.  p.  Z35. 

y  Xenoph.  Meroor.  lib.  1,  p.  731  ;  lib.  2,  p.  746  et  7J2  ; 
lib.  4,  p.  817.     Lucian.  in  Damonadl.  t.  ii.  p.  379. 
'  Plat,  in  Theag.  t.  i.  p.  iz8. 
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}n|ention  *.  If  he  confulted  his  monitor  concern- 
iog  any  projeft,  the  iflue  of  which  would  have 
proved  unfortunate,  he  heard  a  fecret  voice  ;  but 
if  the  event  were  to  be  profperous,  the  genius  was 
iilent.  One  of  his  difciples^  a(loni(hed  at  a  lan- 
guage To  unufual^  prefied  him  to  explain  more 
clearly  the  nature  of  this  divine  voice ;  but  he 
received  no  anfwer  **.  Another  made  enquiry  con- 
cerning the  fame  fubjeft  at  the  oracle  of  Tropho- 
nius;  but  his  curiofity  was  not  better  fatisfied*. 
Would  Socrates  have  left  their  doubts  unrefolved, 
had  he  meaned  nothing  more  by  his  genius  than 
that  confummate  prudence  which  was  the  rcfult  of 
his  experience  ?  Did  he  wifli  to  lead  them  into 
error,  and  gain  tlieir  admiration  and  reverence 
by  exhibiting  himfelf  to  them  as  an  infpired  man  ? 
No,  anfwered  Xenophon,  to  whom  I  one  day  pro- 
pofed  thefe  queftions.  Socrates  never  difguifed 
the  truth ;  he' was  totally  incapable  of  fuch  deceit; 
he  was  neither  fd  vain  nor  fo  fimple  as  to  give 
mere  conjedtures  for  true  predidions ;  he  was  him- 
felf perfuaded ;  and  when  he  fpoke  to  tis  in  the 
name  of  his  genius,  it  was  becaufe  he  internally 
felt  its  fecret  influence^. 

Another  difciple  of  Socrates,  named  Simmias^ 

^  Plat,  in  Theag.  t.  i.  p.  128.     Id.  in  Phssdr.  t.  tiu  p.  241  • 
Cicer.de  Divin.  lib.  i»  cap.  54^  U  iii«  p.  45. 
*  Plut.  dc  Gen.  Socr,  t.  ii.  p.  588, 
«  Id.  ibid.  p.  J90. 
^  Xcnoph,  Memon  lib*  i,  p.  708* 
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with  whom  I  was  acquainted  at  Thebes,  affirmed 
that  his  mafter,  convinced  that  the  gods  do  noc 
render  themfelves  vifible  to  mortals,  difregarded 
all  the  dories  that  were  told  him  of  apparitions ; 
but  that  he  liftened  to,  and  queftioned  with  the 
mod  ferious  attention,  thofe  who  imagined  they 
had  heard  within  them  the  accents  of  a  divine 
voice  «. 

If  to  thefe  ezprefs  teftimonies  we  add  that  So- 
crates, to  the  day  of  his  death,  declared  that  the 
gods  had  fbmetimes  deigned  to  communicate  to 
him  a  portion  of  their  prefcience^;  that  he,  as  well 
as  bis  difciples,  related  many  of  his  predictions 
which  had  been  verified  by  the  event  ^ ;  that  fome 
of  thefe  were  much  fpoken  of  at  Athens,  and  that 
he  never  attempted  to  contradid  the  reports  that 
were  current  concerning  them*';  we  (hall  no 
longer  be  able  to  doubt  that  he  wi(hed  to  be  un- 
derftood  in  the  literal  and  exprefs  meaning  of  his 
words,  when,  fpeaking  of  his  genius,  he  aflerted 
that  he  had  felt  within  him  what  perhaps  no  other 
perfon  had  ever  experienced  *. 

By  examining  his  principles  and  his  conduct, 
we  may  perceive  by  what  fteps  he  arrived  at  a  be- 


•  Pint,  dc  Gen.  Socr.  t,  ii.  p.  588. 
'  Plot.  ApoL  t.  L  p.  31.    Diog.  Laett*  lib.  2,  f  31. 
E  Xenoph.  ApoL  p.  703.  Plut.  de  Gen.  Socr.  p.  581.  JEian. 
Var.  Hift.llb.  8,cap.i. 
^  Plut  ibid. 
>  Fiat,  de  Rep.  lib.  6,  t.  ii«  p.  496. 
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lief  that  he  had  attained  to  fuch  a  privilege.  At- 
tached to  the  prevailing  religion  of  his  time,  he 
thought,  conformably  to  the  ancient  traditions 
adopted  by  the  philofophers  ^,  that  the  gods,  com- 
miferating  the  wants,  and  moved  by  the  prayers 
of  the  viituous  man,  on  certain  occafions,  by  va- 
rious figns,  made  known  to  him  future  events  K 
In  confequence  of  this  idea  he  fometimes  exhorted 
his  difciples  to  confult  the  oracles,  and  fomeomes 
to  apply  thpmfelves  to  the  ftudy  of  divination  ™  ; 
while  he  himfelf,  adoptmg  the  prevalent  opinion 
of  his  age  '^,'  attentively  obferved  his  dreams,  and 
obeyed  them  as  the  immediate  notices  of  heaven  •• 
Nor  was  this  all :  frequently  he  continued  whole 
hours  abforbed  in  meditation ;  during  which  time, 
his  mind,  difengaged  from  the  fenfes,  was  elevated 
imperceptibly  to  the  fource  of  duties  and  of  vir- 
tues. But  it  is  difficult  to  continue  a  long  time, 
as  it  were,  beneath  the  eye  of  the  Divinity,  with- 
out venturing  to  interrogate  him,  liftening  to  his 
anfwers,  and  becoming  familiar  with  thofe  illufions 
which  a  violent  agitation  of  mind  frequently  pro- 
duces. Ought  we  then  to  be  furprifed  if  Socrates 
fometimes  miftook  his  pre-fentiments  for  divine 

*  Ciccr.  de  Divin,  lib.  i,  cap.  3  et  43. 
'  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  1,  p.  723. 

"  Id.  ibid.  lib.  49  p.  8 1 5 . 

»  Ariftot.  de  Divin.  cap.  i,  t.  i.  p.  697. 

•  Plat,  in  Crit.  1. 1.  p.  44.    Id.  id  Phxdon.  p.  61.    Clcer.  d« 
Dim.  l!b.  1,  cap,  25,  t,  iii.  p.  22. 
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infpirations,  and  afcribed  to  a  preternatural  caufe 
the  effcfts  of  prudence  or  of  chance  ? 

Ncverthclefs  we  find,  in  the  hiftory  of  his  life, 
fafts  which  might  lead  us  to  fufpeft  the  integrity 
of  his  intentions.  What  indeed  can  we  think  of 
a  man  who,  when  followed  by  his  difciples,  fud- 
denly  Hops,  remains  long  abforbed  in  thought, 
hears  the  voice  of  his  genius,  and  advifes  to  take 
anctfher  road,  though  no  real  danger  threatens  them 
(hould  they  continue  in  that  in  which  they  are  '  *  ? 

I  (hall  adduce  a  fecond  example.  At  the  fiege 
of  Potidsea  he  was  feen,  from  the  dawn  of  day, 
ilanding  without  his  tent,  motionlefs,  wrapped  in 
profound  meditation,  and  expofed  to  the  burning 
rays  of  the  fun ;  for  it  was  in  fummcr.  The  fol- 
diers  gathered  round  him,  and  (hewed  him  to  each 
other  with  admiration.  In  the  evening,  tome  of 
them  determined  to  watch  him  all  night.'  He 
continued  in  the  fame  pofture  till  the  following 
day,  when  he  rendered  his  homage  to  the  fun,  and 
quietly  retired  to  his  tent  \ 

Did  he  mean  to  exhibit  himfelf  to  be  gazed 
upon  by  the  army  ?  Was  it  poiUble  that  his  mind 


f  Plut.  it  Gca.  Sbcr.  t.  iu  p,  580. 

*  Some  of  his  difciples  continned  their  way*  notwithftonding^ 
the  advice  of  the  genius,  and  met  a  drove  of  pigs  which  co- 
vered them  with  mud.  This  ftory  is  related  in  Plutarch  hy  Thco«» 
critus,  a  difciple  of  Socrates  ;  who  refers  to  Simmias,  another  dif^. 
ciple  of  Socrates,  as  a  witnefs. 

n  Plat,  in  Conviv.  t.  iii.  p.  2.20.  Phavor.ap,  Aul.  GelltJib*  2^ 
^pi  I,    Diog.  Laert.  lib,  2,  §  25* 
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(hould,  during  fo  long  a  time,  inveftigate  and  fol- 
low che  conneftion  of  a  chain  of  truths  ?  or  ha[vc 
his  difciples,  in  tranfmirting  to  us  thefe  fafts,  mif- 
ftated  the  circumftances  ?  We  feem  compelled  to 
admit  that  the  condud  of  the  wifeft  and  moft  vir- 
tuous men  fometimes  prefentsus  with  impenetrable 
obfcuritics. 

However  this  may  be,  notwithflanding  the  pre- 
diftions  which  were  attributed  to  Socrates,  the 
Athenians  never  entertained  for  him  that  refpeft 
which  on  fo  many  accounts  he  merited  :  his  man- 
ner muft  neceffarily  give  them  qflfence.  Some 
could  not  pardon  him  the  difguft  they  conceived 
at  a  difcuffion  which  they  were  unable  to  follow, . 
nor  others  his  having  extorted  from  them  a  con« 
feffion  of  their  ignorance. 

As  he  inculcated  that  the  refearch  after  truth 
ftiould  be  begun  by  hefitation,  and  the  diftruft  of 
the  knowledge  we  might  feem  to  have  acquired ; 
and  as,  to  wean  his  young  pupils  from  the  falfe 
ideas  they  had  received,  he  led  them  gradually 
from  confequence  to  confequence,  till  he  compelled 
them  to  confefs  that,  according  to  their  principles, 
wifdom  itfelf  might  become  hurtful ;  the  by-ftanders, 
who  were  unable  to  perceive  his  views,  accufed 
him  of  plunging  his  difciples  into  doubts,  main- 
taining either  fiiJe  of  a  queftion,  and  overturning 
every  fyftem,  but  erecting  none '. 

t  Flat,  in  Men.  t.  ii.  p.  80  et  84.    Xenoph.  Mem.  lib.  4,  p.  8o5« 
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As,  when  he  chanced  to  be  in  company  with 
thofe  by  whom  he  was  unknown^  he  afieded  ta 
know  nothing,  and  diflcmbled  his  (Irength  that  he 
might  afterwards  employ  if  with  more  fuccefs ;  it 
was  faid  that,  by  an  infulting  irony,  he  fought 
only  to  fpread  fnares  for  the  fimplicity  of  others » *• 

As  the  youth  of  Athens,  who  beheld  the  con-^ 
tcfts  of  men  of  wit  with  the  fame  pleafure  as  they 
would  have  viewed  the  combat  of  wild  beafts,  ap* 
plauded  bis  viftories,  and  on  the  llighteft  occafioo 
employed  the  weapons  which  he  had  ufed,  it  was 
inferred  that  his  followers  only  learned  of  him  the 
love  of  difpute  and  contradiction^;  and  thofe 
whofe  cenfure  was  mildeft,  obferv^d  that  he  had 
abilities  fufficient  to  infpire  his  pupils  with  the 
love  of  wifdom>  but  not  to  induce  them  to  pra&ife 
its  precepts  •, 

He  was  rarely  prefent  at  theatrical  exhibidons  ; 
and,  as  he  highly  difapproved  of  the  extreme  licen* 
tioufnefs  of  the  comedies  of  his  time,  he  drew  on 
himfelf  the  enmity  of  their  authors  \ 

As  he  fcarcely  ever  appeared  in  the  affembly  of 
the  people,  and  had  neither  influei^c^  nor  any 
means  of  buying  or  felling  fufTrages,  many  merely 


•  Tim.  ap«  Dtog.  I*aeit«  lib.  2,  (  19,    Xenoph.  Manor,  lib.  4^ 

p.  805. 

*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume, 
t  Plat.  ApoL  t.  i.  p.  23. 

»  Xenoph,  Memor.  lib.  i»  p.  725. 
s  £luin.  Van  Hifl.  lib.  2,  cap.  13. 
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confidered  him  as  an  idle  and  ufelefs  man,  who 
continually  talked  of  reformation  and  virtue. 

Thefe  numerous  prejudices  united  produced  an 
opinion  almoft  general  that  Socrates  was  only  a 
fophift,  more  able  and  adroit,  and  more  refpeftable, 
but  perhaps  not  lefs  vain,  than  the  others  y.  I  have 
known  intelligent  Athenians  who  gave  him  this 
name,  long  after  his  death  * ;  and  during  his  life 
time  fome  authors  artfully  employed  it  to  revenge 
themfelves  for  the  contempt  with  which  he  had 
treated  them. 

Ariftophanes,  Eupolis,  and  Amifpias,  ridiculed 
him  on  the  ftage  *,  as  they  had  done  Pericles,  Al- 
cibiades,  and  almoft  all  thofe  who  had  been  at  the 
head  of  the  government,  and  as  other  dramatic 
writers  had  ridiculed  other  philofophers^ ;  for  there 
was  then  a  divifion  between  thefe  two  clafles  of 
literary  men  *. 

To  expofe  to  ridicule  the  pretended  genius  of 
Socrates,  and  his  long  meditations,  Ariftophanes 
reprefents  him  fufpendcd  in  a  bafket,  refembling 
his  thoughts  to  the  fubtle  and  light  air  which  he 
refpires^,  and  invoking  the  clouds,  the  tutelary 


y  Ameipf.  ap.  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  2,  §  28. 
*  -^fchin.inTiraarch.  p.  287, 

'  SchoL  Ariftoph.  in  Nub.  v.  96.    Diog.  Laert.  lib.  j,  \  28. 
3enec.  de  Vit  Beat.  cap.  17. 
^  Sencc.ibid. 

«  Plat,  de  Rep.  Kb.  10,  t.  ii.  p.  6o7«    Axgujn.  Nub»  p.  50^ 
f  Ariftojpb.  in  Nlib.  v,  22^. 
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deities  of  the  fophifts,  whofe  voice  he  imagines 
that  he  hears  in  tlic  midft  of  the  fogs  and  dark* 
jocfs  by  which  he  is  furrounded  *.  To  inflame 
againfl  him  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  he  accufes 
him  of  teaching  the  youth  of  Atiiens  to  contemn 
the  gods,  and  to  deceive  men  ^. 

Ariftopbanes  prefented  his  piece  at  the  compe- 
tition for  the  prize :  it  was  received  with  applaufe, 
but  did  not  obtain  the  crown  ».  He  again  brought 
it  on  the  ftage  the  following  year,  but  with  no 
better  fuccefs.  He  afterward  retouched  it,  but 
circumftances  prevented  it  from  being  a  third  time 
reprefented  *.  Socrates,  it  is  affirmed,  was  prefent 
at  the  firit  performance  of  this  piece,  and  flood 
up  to  fliew  himfelf  to  thofe  ftrangers  who  looked 
for  him  among  the  fpedators '.  Such  attacks 
could  no  more  (hake  his  fortitude  than  the  other 
events  of  life  ^.  **  It  is  my  duty,"  faid  he,  **  to 
corrcft  my  fauhs,  if  the  farcafms  of  thefe  writers 
are  well  founded,  and  to  defpife  them  if  they  are 
not*''  He  was  one  day  told  that  a  certain  perfon 
had  fpoken  ill  of  him.  "  That  is,"  replied  he> 
**  becaufe  he  has  not  yet  learned  to  fpeak  well  K 

•  Ariiloph.  in  Nub.  v.  291  ct  329. 
f  Id.  ibid.  V.  Ii2et  C46. 
K  Id.  ibid.  ▼•525. 

k  Schcxl.  Anftoph.  p.  51.    Sam.  Pet,  MifcdL  Kb.  i,  cap.  6. 
Palmer.  Exercit.  p.  729. 

>  JE.\i2iH,  Var.  Hift.lib.  2,  cap.  13, 
^  Senec.  de  Conft.  Sap.  cap.  i8* 
1  Diog,  Lacrt.  libt  z,  §  36. 
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Nearly  four-and-twenty  years  had  elapfed  from 
the  firft  reprefentation  of  the  Clouds,  and  the  time 
of  perfecution  feemed  to  be  entirely  pafled,  when 
he  was  unexpectedly  informed  that  a  young  man 
had  prefented  to  the  fecond  of  t\\c  archons  ^  an 
accufation  conceived    in    the  following  terms : 
**  Melitus,  the  fon  of  Melitus,  of  the  borough  of 
Pithos,  prefents  a  criminal  accufation  againft  So- 
crates, the  fon  of  Sophronifcus,  of  the  borough  of 
Alopece.     Socrates  offends  againft  the  laws  by 
not  acknowledging  our  gods,  and  introducing  new 
divinities  under  the  name  of  genii;  he  likewife 
ofiends  againft  the  laws  by  corrupting  the  youth 
of  Athens :  the  puniftiment  death  •*/* 
.    Melitus  was  a  frigid  poet,  deftitute  of  abilities^ 
who  wrote  fome  tragedies,  the  remembrance  of 
which  will  only  be  preferved  by  the  pleafantries 
of  Ariftophanes,  who  has  ridiculed  thcm*^.     Two 
accufers  more  powerful  than  himfelf,  Anytus  and 
Lycon,  made  him  the  inftrument  of  their  hatred  '. 
The  latter  was  one  of  thofc  public  orators  who,  in 
the  aflemblies  of  the  fenate  and  the  people,  difcufs 
the  interefts  of  the  ftate,  and  direft  at  pleafurc  the 
opinion  of  the  multitude,  which  difpofes  of  every 


*  Pkt.  In  Euthyphr,  1. 1.  p.  2. 

■  Id.  Apol.  t.  i.  p.  24.    Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  I9  p*  708. 
Pbavor.  ap.  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  a,  §  40, 

•  Ariftoph.  in  Ran.  v.  1337.     Schol.  ibid.     Suid.  in  Mf^lr• 

p  Plat.  Apol.  t,  u  p.  23*    Antiiihf  ap*  Diog.  Lafrt.  lib.  s, 
U9^ 
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thing  *.     Hcvit  was  who  managed  the  proceedings 
on  the  accufation  ^ 

Confiderable  riches,  and  fignal  fervices  rendered 
to  the  ftate^  placed  Anytus  among  the  number  of 
thofe  citizens  who  pofiefled  the  greateft  influence 
and  authority*.  He  had  fucceffively  filled  the 
firft  offices  in  the  republic  K  As  he  had  always 
been  a  zealous  partifan  of  the  democracy,  and  had 
fufFered  perfecution  from  the  thirty  tyrants,  he  was 
one  of  thofe  who  moft  contributed  to  their  ex- 
pulfion,  and  the  re-eftabli(bment  of  liberty  •• 

Anytus  had  long  lived  on  friendly  terms  with 
Socrates ;  he  had  even  once  requcfted  him  to  give 
fome  inftrudlions  to  his  fon,  to  whom  he  had  com- 
mitted the  fuperintendance  of  a  manufadure  from 
which  he  derived  confiderable  profits.  But  So- 
crates having  reprefented  to  him  that  this  degrad- 
ing employment  was  neither  fuitable  to  the  dignity 
of  the  father  nor  the  difpofitions  of  the  fon  ',  Any- 
tus, offended  at  this  advice,  forbad  the  young  man 
to  have  any  future  intercourfe  with  his  mailer. 

Some  time  after,  Socrates,  in  company  with 
Menon,  one  of  his  friends,  difcufled  the  queftion, 
whether  education  can  beftow  thofe  qualities  of 

f  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  Hb.  4t  cap.  4,  t.  ii.  p,  569. 
»  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  2,  §  38. 

•  Ifocr.in  Callimach.  1. 11.  p.  495, 

•  Lyf.  in  Asorat.  p.  261.    Id.  in  Dardan.  p.  3884 

•  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grsec.  lib.  2,  p.  468. 
»  Id.  ibid.  p»  706  €1707. 
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the  mind  and  heart  which  Nature  has  refufed. 
Anytus  coming  up,  joined  in  the  converfation. 
The  condud  of  his  fon,  whofe  education  he  had 
negleded,  began  to  give  him  uneafinefs.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  converfation  Socrates  obferved  that 
the  children  of  Themiftocks,  Ariftides,  and  Pe- 
ricles, inftrufted  by  different  mafters  in  mufic, 
riding,  and  the  gymnaflic  exercifes,  had  arrived 
at  excellence  in  all  thefe  accomplilhmeiits,  but  that 
they  never  had  poflcflfed  the  virtue  of  their  fathers; 
a  certain  proof,  added  he,  that  the  latter  could 
find  no  preceptor  who  was  able  to  render  their 
ions  their  equals  in  merit.  Anytus,  who  ranked 
himfelf  with  thefe  great  men,  felt,  or  imagined  he 
perceived,  the  alluiion ;  and  angrily  aniwered-^ 
"  You  fpeak  of  others  with  a  licentioufnefs  not  to 
be  endured.  Attend  to  what  I  fay :  be  more  on 
your  guard ;  there  is  no  place  in  the  world  where 
it  is  eafier  to  do  good  or  evil  to  any  one  than  here, 
and  that  you  caqnot  but  know  7/' 

To  thefe  private  grievances  were  added  others 
which  irritated  Anytus,  and  which  were  common 
to  him  with  the  greater  part  of  the  Athenians.  It 
will  be  neceifary  to  explain  them,  to  make  known 
the  principal  caufe  of  the  accufation  againft  So- 
crates • : 


,f  Hat.  in  Men.  t.  i!.  p.  94* 

*  Obferv.  Manufcritci  de  M*  Frerct  fur  h  Condamoatioa  de 
Socrate. 
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Two  faAions  haive  conftantly  fubfifted  at  Athens^ 
the  partifans  of  tiie  ariftocracy,  and  thofe  of  the 
democracy.  The  former,  almoft  always  over- 
powered by  the  latter,  were  obliged  in  profperous 
times  to  confine  themfelves  to  fecret  murmurs; 
but  when  misfortunes  attacked  the  ftate,  and  efpe- 
cially  towards  the  end  of  the  Peloponnefian  war, 
they  made  feveral  attempts  to  deprive  the  people 
of  their  exceffive  power.  After  the  taking  of 
Athens,  the  Lacedaemonians  confided  the  govern- 
ment of  that  city  to  thirty  magiftrates,  the  greater 
part  of  which  were  chofen  from  this  clafs.  At 
their  head  was  Critias,  one  of  the  difciples  of  So- 
crates. In  the  fpace  of  eight  months  thefe  tyrants 
had  committed  more  cruelties  than  the  people 
could  be  accufed  of  in  the  courfe  of  feveral  cen- 
turies. At  length,  however,  a  number  of  citizens, 
who  were  at  firft  obliged  to  fly,  united  under  the 
conduft  of  Thrafybulus  and  Anytus ;  the  oligarr 
chy  was  deftroyed,  the  ancient  form  of  govern- 
ment re-eftabli(hed,  and,  to  prevent  any  future 
diflcnfion,  an^  almoft  general  amnefty  enadbed  that 
paft  offences  Qiould  be  pardoned  and  buried  in 
oblivion.  This  decree  was  publifhed  and  fanc- 
tioned  by  an  oath  three  years  before  the  death  of 
Socrates  *. 

The  people  took  the  oath,  but  they  remembered 

■       I    1 1   ■  I  I  I     I  I II 

*  Andocld.  deMyfter.  p.  lu 
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with  dread  that  they  had  been  deprived  of  their 
authority,  and  were  every  moment  expofed  to 
lofe  it  a  fecond  time ;  that  they  were  ftill  depen* 
dent  on  Lacedsemon,  which  conftantly  laboured 
every  where  to  eftablifti  the  oligarchy;  that  the 
principal  citizens  of  Athens  maintained  a  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  Spartans,  and  were  animated 
by  the  fame  fentiments.  And  what  might  not  be 
cxpefted  from  that  cruel  fadion  in  other  circum* 
fiances,  when,  in  the  midft  of  the  ruins  of  the  re- 
public, fo  much  blood  bad  been  neceflary  to  fatiate 
its  fury  ? 

The  flatterers  of  the  multitude  ftill  more  in- 
creafed  thefe  alarms,  by  reprefenting  that  certain 
violent  and  reftlefs  minds  daily  declaimed  with 
the  moft  offenfive  temerity  againft  the  nature  of 
the  popular  government ;  that  Spcrates,  the  moft 
dangerous  of  them  all,  becaufe  pofleffed  of  the 
greateft  abilities,  inceflantly  corrupted  the  youth 
of  Atheiis  by  maxims  contrary  to  the  eftablifhed 
conftitution;  that  be  had  more  than  once  been 
heard  to  fay  that  only  madmen  would  confide 
public  employments,  and  the  dircftion  of  the  itate, 
to  perfons  chofen  from  among  a  great  number  of 
citizens  by  blind  chance ' ;  that  Alcibiades,  prac- 
tifing  the  leflbns  he  had  received  from  his  matter, 
befides  the  other  evils  with  which  he  had .  over- 

*  Xcnoph,  Memor.  lib.  i|  p.  712. 
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whelmed  the  republic^,  had  finally  €Onfpired 
againft  its  liberty ;  that  Critias  and  Theramefies, 
two  others  of  his  difciples,  had  not  bluflied  to 
place  themfclves  at  the  head  of  the  thirty  tyrants  i 
and  that,  in  a  word,  it  was  become  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  reprefs  a  licentioufnefs,  the  cpnfcquences 
of  which,  as  they  were  difficult  to  forefee,  it  would 
be  impoffible  to  avoid* 

But  what  accufation  could  be  brought  againft 
Socrates  ?  He  could  only  be  charged  with  fome 
difcourfcs  concerning  which  the  laws  had  deter- 
mined nothing ;  and  which  of  themfelves  did  not 
jconftitute  a  fpecific  offence,  fincc  they  had  not  a 
neceflary  connexion  with  the  misfortunes  that  had 
befallen  the  ftate.  Befides,  by  making  them  the 
only  ground  of  the  accufation,  there  would  be 
danger  that  the  animofity  of  parties  (hould  again 
be  excited,  and  it  would  be  neceffary  to  recur  to 
events  which  the  amnefty  had  decreed  (hould  be 
for  ever  forgotten. 

The  plan  marked  out  by  Anytus  provided 
againft  thefe  inconveniences,  and  was  adapted  at 
once  to  gratify  his  private  enmity  and  the  ven- 
geance of  the  popular  party.  The  accufer,  by 
profecuting  Socrates  as  an  impious  perfon,  had  the 
greateft  reafon  to  exped  that  he  (hould  effedt  his 
deftrudion ;  fmce  the  people  always  received  with 

*  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  Jf  J>.  713* 
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eagernds  accufations  of  this  kind^^  and^  coofound* 
ing  Socrates  with  the  other  philofopbers,  were 
perfiiaded  that  they  could  not  treat  on  the  nature 
without  denying  the  eztftence  of  the  gods^.  Be* 
fides,  the  greater  pait  of  the  judges  having  for« 
merly  been  prefent  at  the  reprefentation  of  the 
clouds  of  Ariftophanes,  dill  retained,  with  refpeft 
{o  Socrates^  thofe  diiadvantageous  impreffions 
which,  in  a  great  city,  are  fo  eaiily  received  and 
with  fuch  difficulty  removed  ^ 

On  die  other  hand^  Melitus^  by  profecuting 
hm  as  the  corrupter  of  youth,  might,  under  &- 
vour  of  fo  vague  a  charge,  incidentally  recur^ 
without  danger^  to  fads  proper  to  irri.tate  the 
judges,  and  alarm  the  friends  of  the  popular  go- 
vernment. 

The  fecret  of  theie  proceedings  has  not  efcaped 
{)ofterity.  About  fifty«four  years  after  the  ddith 
of  Socrates,  the  orator  iEfch'mes,  with  whom  I  Wks 
extremely  intimate,  (Hid,  before  the  fame  tribunal 
which  had  condemned  that  philofopher :  ^^  You 
who  adjudged  to  death  the  ibphift  Socrates,  con* 
vided  of  having  given  lefibns  to  Cridas,  one  of 
ihofe  thirty  tyrants  who  deftroyed  the  democracy  ^Z* 

During  the  firft  proceedings,  Socrates  continued 
quiets    His  diiciples,  terrified,  conjured  him  to 

•  Plat»  in  Euthyphr.  t.  i.  p.  $.  ' 
'  Id.  A|K>log«  t.  i.  p.  i8« 

*  Id.  ibid.  jp.  19. 

^  JEkhin^  in  Tixnarch.  p.  287» 

Vol,.  V.  F  f 
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take  mcafurcs  to  difpel  the  ftortn.  The  celebrated 
Lyfias  drew  up  for  him  a  pathetic  difcourfe,  prO' 
per  to  move  the  paffions  of  the  judges.  Socrates 
acknowledged  that  he  found  in  it  proofs  of  the 
abilities  of  the  orator,  but  objefted  that  it  did  not 
fpeak  the  nervous  language  which  became  inno- 
cence«. 

One  of  his  friends,  named  Hermogenes,  one 
day  intreatcd  him  to  erajdoy  himfelf  in  preparbg 
his  defence''.  That,  replied  Socrates,  has  been 
my  employment  from  the  hour  of  my  Inrth ; 
let  my  whole  life  undergo  an  examination,  and 
that  (hall  be  my  defence. 

But,  replied  Hermogenes,  the  truth  requires  to 
be  fupported ;  and  you  ire  not  ignorant  how  many 
innocent  citizens  have  been  deftroyed,  and  how 
many  guilty  faved,  before  our  tribunals,  by  the 
power  of  eloquence.  I  know  it  well,  anfwered 
Socrates.  I  have  even  twice  begun  to  arrange  the 
materials  for  my  defence ;  but  twice  has  the  genius 
which  direfts  me  checked  me  in  my  defign,  and 
I  have  acknowledged  the  wifdom  of  his  counfel. 

Until  the  prefeat  moment  I  have  lived  the  moft 
happy  of  mortals.  I  have  frequently  compared 
my  condition  to  that  of  other,  men,  and  never 
have  I  found  reafon  to  envy  the  lot  of  any  pcrfoo. 


R  Cicer,  de  Orat.  Ub,  i,  cap.  54,  t.  1.  P.  182.    Diog.  Lacrt. 
Wj.  »,«4».    Val.Ma.li-b.6,cap.4.    Extern.  No.  2. 
k  Xenoph.  ApoL  p.701.    IcUMemor.  Ub.4,p.8i6.       - 
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6ught  I  to  wifti  to  live  till  the  infirmities  of  eld 
ige  deprive  me  of  the'ufe  bf  myfcnfes,  and,  by^ 
trifeeblirig*  my  mind,  cdndemii'  me  'to  pafs  only 
ufelefs  oV  wretched  d^kys  *  ?    The  godi,  aecdrdihg 
to  every  appearance,  prepart^  for  me  a  peaceFtil' 
death,  free  from  pain,  and.  the  only  one  which  I 
could  have  wifhed.     My  friends,  the  wiin^fles  of 
frtf  cieparture,  (hall  not  •be  'ftriick  with  horrbr  at 
the -fight,  nor  be  compelled  to'commiferate. the 
weakncfsof  humanity ;  andin'>ri:y  laft  hiomeht^  I 
(hall  ftill  have  fufficient  ftr^gth'  to  faife  my  eyes 
to  tliem,  and  give  them  to  underftand  the  feiiti-* 
meats  of  my  heart  *^".  *     •  «•- 

•  Pofterity  (hall  decide  between  rtiy  judged  *arld 
me;  and  while  it  (hail  load  their  memory  wiftl- dp- 
probrium,  it*  (hall  clear  mine  from  the>*iilip(!itaSi!i0n^ 
of  imy.  enemies,' and  do  me  the  juftiee  feo  dei^re' 
that,  far  "from  endeavouring  to  corrupt  my  f^cl^-* 
citizens,  I  have  incelTantly  laboured  to  rieftder 
them- better  men  ^^  '     /   — 

Such  was  the  difpofition  of  his  mind  whe^he' 
appeared  before  the  tribunal  of  the  Hdisifta?,  to* 
which  the  1cingiirch6n  had  referV^  the  decKien  of 
the  caufe,  and -which  on  this  occafion- was*  Vk>tti-»- 
pofed  of  aboiK  five  hundred  judges^.    

«  Xenoph.  Meinor.  lib,  4,  p.  8f7<  .  '  :  .  '   -        :  ']  ♦ 

/*^  Id.  Apol.  p;  76i.  .         .   -         .?     '  r''  . 

^  Id.  il>id.  p,  7o6<     Id*  Memor.  lib*  49  p«8t7«  . .      .,:>>* 
»  Mem,  de  l*Acad.  des  Bdh  Lctlr.  t..xviii..p.  83.  ,Qbkv¥s 
Manufcrites  de  M.  Freret  fur  la  CoQdemo«.d6'Soc»be. '  .      ;  \ 
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Melitus  and  the  other  accufers  had  concerted 
fheir  attacks  at  leifure.  In  their  pleadings,  fup* 
ported  by  every  artifice  of  eloquence  %  they  had 
introduced  with  confununate  art  a  variety  of  cir* 
cumftances  proper  to  prejudice  the  judges.  I  flialli 
ftate  Tome  a(  their  allegations^  and  the  anfwers  they 
produced. 

Firft  crime  of  Socrates :  He  Joes  not  acknowledge 
the  gods  of  Athens^  tbougb,  tj  the  laws  ofDraeo^  it 
is  the  duty  of  every  eitizen  to  honour  tbe^\ 

The  anfwer  to  this  charge  was  eafy.  Socmtes 
frequently  offered  facrifices  before  his  houfe,  and 
often^  during  the  feftivals^  on  the  public  altars,  in 
the  view  of  the  whole  city,  and  of  Melitus  hinxfelf, 
had  he  deigned  to  give  attention  to  what  he  fiiw''. 
But  as  he  had  inveighed  againft  the  fuperftitious 
pTfiftices  t^  had  been  introduced  into  religion  % 
and  could  not  endure  that  hatred  and  other  ihamc- 
f^l  paffions  (hould  be  attributed  to  the  gods  %  it 
was  eafy  to  render  him  odious  in  the  eyes  of  thofe 
who  are  etef  leady  to  entertain  fufpicions  of  ra- 
tional piety. 

,  Melitus  added  that,  undo:  the  iiame  of  genii, 
Socrates   fought    to    introduce   novel  diviniues 


•  Flat.  ApoL  t.  u  p,  17. 

*  Porphyr.  de  Abfthi.  lib.  4*  p»  380. 

F  Xenoph,  Apol.  p«  703.     Id.  Memor,  lib,  l,  p.  705  ct  7dl^ 
Theoded.  ap.  Adftot.  Rhet*  lib.  s,  cap«  23,  t«  ii.  p.  577. 
%  Plut*de  Gen.  Socr.  t.  ii«  p.  5to» 
r  FUt#  in  Slnthypbr.  t.  i*  p.  ^ 
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imong  the  Athenians,  and  that  fuch  audacity  me- 
xked  the  punifhinenc  denounced  by  the  laws.  The 
orator  h^re  indulged  himfelf  in  feveral  pleafantries 
concerning  that  fpirit  whofe  fecrec  infpirations 
Wtrc  boaftcd  by  the  philofopher  •• 

This  voice,  anfwered  Socrates,  is  not  that  of  a 
new  divinity,  but  that  of  the  gods  whom  we  adore* 
You  all  acknowledge  that  they  foreTce  future  events, 
and  are  able  to  make  them  known  to  moruls. 
To  fome  they  reveal  them  by  the  mouth  of  the 
Pythia,  and  to  others  by  various  other  figns  :  to 
me  they  manifeft  them  by  an  interpreter  whofe 
orac^  are  preferable  to  the  indications  drawn 
from  the  flight  of  birds ;  for  my  difciples  will  tef* 
tify  that  I  have  never  foretold  to  them  any  thin^ 
which  has  not  come  to  pafs. 

At  thefe  words  loud  murmurs  of  difapprobation 
were  heard  among  the  judges';  which  Melitus 
might  have  increafed,  had  he  feized  the  opportu- 
nity to  obferve  that,  by  countenancing  the  pre« 
tended  reveladons  of  Socrates,  fanaticifm  mufl 
fooner  or  later  be  introduced  into  a  country  where 
it  was  fo  eafy  to  work  on  the  imagination;  and 
that  many  would  confider  it  as  a  duty  rather  to 
obey  the  directions  of  a  particulat*  fpirit,  than  the 
commands  of  the  magiftrate.  Melitus  does  not 
appear  to  have  perceived  this  danger  •• 

•  Flat.  Apol.  U  i.  p.  31. 

•  Xeooph.  ApoL  p.  703, 

•  Freret,  Obfcrv,  Manwljr. 
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Second  critne  of  Socrates  :  ffr  corrupts  the  youth 
cf  ^tkens.  This  charge  did  not  relate  to  his  con- 
du<ft>  but  bis  dodrine.  It  was  alleged,  that  his  dtf- 
•cipl^s  only  learned  .from  his  leffons  to  difregard 
the  ties  of  kindred  and  pf :  friendftiip  *.  This  ac* 
pufation,  founded  on  fome  expreflSions  malignantly 
interpreted,  only  ferved  toihew  the  difingenuouf- 
nefs  of.  the  prpfeciitors ;  but  Melitus  refumed  hi» 
advantage,  when  he  infinuated  that  Socrates  was 
.the  enemy  of  the  people,  He.  fpoke  of  the  inti* 
mare  connexions  of  jbe  jihil<rfbpher  with  Alcibi- 
ades  and  Critias  y.  It  was  anfwered,  that  they  had 
difplayed  virtues  wl^ile  under  his  guidance;  that 
their  mafter  had  at  all  timj s  condemned  the  licen- 
pous  extravagances  of  the  former;  and  that,  during 
the  tyranny  of  the  latfcr,  he  was  the  only  perfoa 
yho  dared  to  oppofe  his  will.    : 

To  conclude,  faid  Melitus  to  the  judges,  you 
have  been  chofen  by  lot  to  adminifter  juftice,  and 
by  the  fan^e  mode  of  appointment  have  filled 
important  offices  of  pagiftracy-  This  method  of 
pledion,  the  more  efTential  iince  by  it  alone  a  kind 
pf  ecjuality  can  be  preferved  among  the  citizens, 
Socrates  has  cenfured  ;  and  the  youth  of  Athens, 
after  his  examplp,'  l.earn  no  longer  to  refpeft  this 
fundamental  principle  of  the  conftitution  ^ 

«  Xenoph.  Apol.  p;  704.     Id.  Mcmon  lib.  4,  p»  719. 
y  Id.  Mcmor.  Lb.  I,  p,-7l3.  •  .         f 

V  Id.  ibid,  p*  712. 
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Socrates,  when  he  cenfured  an  abufe  that  com- 
mitted to  chance  the  fortune  of  individuals  and  the 
fate  of  the  republic,  had  only  fpoken  what  the 
mod  intelligent  Athenians  •  thought.  Befides, 
fuch  difcourfe,  as  I  have  obferved  above,  could 
not  be  fuppofcd  to  fubjcft  him  to  the  punifhrnent 
of  d^ath,  which  the  accufer  had  ftated  in  his  in- 
diftment  to  be  due  to  his  crime. 

Many  of  the  friends  of  Socrates  openly  efpoufed 
his  caufe  ^,  others  wrote  in  his  fevour  *^ ;  and  Meli- 
tus  mud  have  been  defeated,  had  not  Anytus  and 
Lycon  come  to  his  affiftance  **•  It  is  remembered, 
that  the  former  dared  to  reprefent  to  the  judges 
that  the  prifoner  either  ought  not  to  have  been 
brought  before  their  tribunal,  or  that  they  ougbt 
to  condemn  him  to  death ;  fince,  (hould  he  be  ac« 
quitted,  their  children  would  only  be  ftiU  more 
ilrongly  attached  to  his  doftrineS 

Socrates  made  a  defence,  that  he  might  obey  the 
laws^;  but  he  made  it  with  the  firmnefs  of  inno- 
cence and  the  dignity  of  virtue.  I  (hall  here  add 
fome  paflages  from  the  difcourfe  which  his  apolo- 
gifts,  and  efpecially  Plato,  have  put  into  his  mouth, 
IS  they  will  ferve  to  pourtray  his  charafter. 


*  Ifocr.  Areop.  t.i.  p.  322* 
^  Xenoph.  ApoL  p.  705* 

«  Id.  ibid.  p.  701. 

*  Plat.  ApoL  t.  i.  p.  36. 
«  Id.  ibid.  p.  29. 

^  Id«  ibid>p-  19* 

Ff4'    • 
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'^  I  appear  before  this  cribunal  for  the  firft  time 
in  my  life,  though  I  am  more  than  feventy  years 
of  age.  The  forms  and  ftyle  of  the  proceedings 
are  entirely  new  to  me,  I  am  aboui  to  fpeak  a 
foreign  language,  and  the  only  favour  lirhich  I 
have  tQ  requeft  is,  that  you  would  rather  be  atteiw 
live  to  my  arguments  than  my  words;  for  it  is 
your  duty  to  determine  what  is  'jo&,  and  mine  tQ 
declare  to  you  the  truth  «." 

After  having  cleared  himfelf  from  the  crime  of 
impiety  ^,  he  proceeded  to  the  fecond  head  of  the 
accufation. 

'^  It  18  alleged  that  I  corrupt  the  youth  of 
Athens.  Let  my  accufer  produce  one  of  my  dif- 
ciples  whom  I  have  drawn  into  vice  \  I  fee  many 
of  them  in  this  aiTembly ;  let  them  arife  and  de^ 
pofe  againft  their  corrupter  \  If  they  arc  with- 
held by  fome  remains  of  refpeft  for  their  precep- 
tor, whence  is  it  that  tlieir  fethers,  their  brothers, 
their  kinfmen^  do  not  at  this  moment  invoke 
againft  me  the  utmoft  feverity  of  the  laws  ?  Why 
has  Melicus  negledted  to  avail  himfelf  of  their 
tcftimony )  It  is  becaufe,  far  from  acculing  mCt 
they  have  unfolicited  faaftened  to  affift  and  vindi- 
cate me, 

^*  My  death  will  not  be  to  be  imputed  to  the  ca- 

i  Flat.  Apdl.  t.  X.  p.  I7« 
^  Xenc^h*  ApoL  p»  703* 
*  Id.  ibid,  p;  70i^f 

^  Fkt.  Apol,  1. 1  p.33t 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE,  441 
lomnics  of  Anytus  and  Melitus^  but  to  the  batrcd-of 
thofe  vain  or  unjuft  men  whofe  ignorance  or  vice^ 
I  have  unmaiked;  a  hatred  which  has  already  been 
the  deftruftion  of  very  many  worthy  perTons,  and 
will  hereafter  occafion  the  ruin  of  many  more ;  for 
I  ought  not  to  flatter  myfelf  that  it  will  be  fatiated 
with  my  punifliment. 

^<  I  have  drawn  on  myfelf  this  enmity  by  wi(h« 
ing  to  difcover  the  meaning  of  an  anfwer  of  the 
Pythia"*,  who  had  declared  that  I  was  the  wifcft 
of  men."'    Here  loud  murmurs  of  indignation 
were  heard  among  the  judges^.   Socrates  conti- 
nued :  ^<  Aftoniihed  at  this  oracje,  I  interrogated» 
among  the  different  clafles  of  citizens^  thofe  who 
enjoyed  a  diilingui(bed  reputation ;  but  I  every 
where  only  found  prefumpiion  and  hypocrify.    I 
endeavoured  to  infpire  them  with  doubts  of  their 
own  merits^  and  I  rendered  them  my  irreconcile- 
able  enemies.     I  hence  concluded  that  wifdom 
appertained  only  to  the  Divinity,  and  that  the 
oracle,  by  pointing  out  me  as  an  example,  only 
intended  to  (ignify  that  he  is  the  wifeft  man  whd 
leaft  thmks  himfelf  wife^    Should  I  be  cenfured 
ifor  having  dedicated  fo  many  years  to  enquiries 
fo  dangerousi  I  (hall  reply,  that  we  ought  not  to 
tHink  either  life  or  death  of  importance  when  it  is  in 

>  Plat.  Apol.  t.  X,  p.  29* 

*  Id,  ibid.  p.  21, 

•  Xenoph.  Apol.  p.  703, 
f  PlatiApoIf  t.x.  p,2}. 
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our  power  to  be  ufeful  to  others.  I  believed  my- 
felf  deftined  to  inftruft  mankind  ;  I  believed  I  had 
received  fuch  a  miffion  from  heaven  ' ;  I  had  de- 
fended, at  the  hazard  of  my  life,  the  pofts  in  which 
I  had  been  (lationed  by  the  generals  of  my  coun-* 
try,  at  Amphipolis,  at  Potidaja,  and  at  Delium : 
and  it  was  my  duty  to  maintain,  with  dill  more 
courage,  that  which  the  gods  have  affigned  me  in 
the  midft  of  you ;  nor  could  I  abandon  it  with- 
out difobeying  their  orders,  and  rendering  myfelf 
vile  in  my  own  eyes  «• 

**  1  will  go  ftill  further.  Should  you  this  day  even 
oSer  to  acquit  me  on  condition  that  I  (hould  keep 
iilencc  in  future',  I  would  fay  to  you:  O  my 
judges  !  I  doubtlefs  love  and  honour  you,  but  it 
is  my  duty  to  obey  God  rather  than  you  :.  while  I 
have  breath  I  will  never  ceafc  to  raife  my  voice, 
as  has  heretofore  been  my  praftice,  and  fay  to  all 
1  fee  :  Are  you  not  afliamed  to  purfue  after  riches 
and  honours,  while  you  negleft  the  treafcires  of 
wifdom  and  virtue  which  would  adorn  and  render 
perfeft  your  fouls  ?  I  would  unccaGngly  importune 
them  with  entreaties  and  qucftions ;  I  would 
compel  them  to  blulh  at  their  blindnefs,  or  their 
falfe  virtues ;  and  I  would  prove  to  them  that  they 
beftow  their  higheft  cfteem  on  goods  which  merit 
pnly  contempt. 

p  Plat.  Ajx)l.  1. 1\  p,  30. 
^  Id,  ibid.  p.  28. 
f  Id.  ibid.  p.  29t 
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.  *'  Such  arc  the  truths  which  the  Divine  Being  ha» 
commanded  me  inceflantly  to  declare  to  old  and 
young,  to  citizens  and  ftrangers ;  and,  as  my  obe- 
dience to  his  orders  is  to  you  the  greateft  of  his 
benefits,  if  you  put  me  to  death  you  will  rejeft  the 
gift  of  Goid,  and  you  will  not  afterwards  find  any 
p^rfon  animated  with  the  fame  zeal.  It  is  there- 
fore your  caufe  which  I  this  day  maintain,  while  I 
appear  to  defend  my  own.  For,  indeed,  An}^tus 
and  Melitus  may  calumniate,  may  banifti,  may 
deprive  me  of  life,  but  never  can  it  be  in  their 
power  to  harm  me.  They  are  more  to  be  pitied 
than  I  am,  fince  they  are  unjuft  *. 

*^  To  efcape  from  their  perfecution  I  have  not 
after  the  example  of  others  when  accnfed,  had  re- 
courfe  to  clandeftine  intrigues  or  open  folicitations, 
1  have  entertained  too  much  refpeft  for  you  to 
feek  to  move  your  paffions  by  my  tears,  or  by 
thofe  of  my  children  and  friends  coUefted  around 
liie  K  Such  fcenes  are  indeed  proper  to  excite  the 
emotions  of  pity  on  the  ftage,  but  here  the  voice 
of  truth  ought  alone  to  be  heard.  You  have  taken 
fl  folemh  oath  to  judge  according  to  the  laws. 
Should  I  induce  you  to  violate  that  oath,  I  (hould 
indeed  be  guilty  of  impiety;  but,  more  firmly 
pcrfuaded  than  my  adverfaries  of  the  exiftence  of 

•  Plat,  ApoL  t.  !•  p.  30. 

f  |d.  ibid.  p.  34«    jCeaoph,  Memor.  lib*  49  pt  804* 
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the  Divine  Being,  I,  without  fear^  commit  myfclf 

to  his  juftice.and  to  yours  ■/• 

The  judges  of  Socrates  were  for  the  mod  part 
perfons  taken  from  the  dregs  <^  the  people,  and 
deftitate  of  knowledge  or  principles*  Some  of 
them  confidered  his  firmnefs  as  an  infult,  and 
others  were  offended  at  the  praifes  he  beftowed  oa 
bimfelf ',  The  majority  therefore  voted  hun  at- 
jTainted  and  convided ;  but  his  enemies  only  gained 
their  point  by  a  fmall  number  of  voices  7m  They 
would  have  had  ftill  fewer,  and  even  have  been 
liable  to  punifliment  themfelves,  had  he  naade  the 
fmalleft  effort  to  incline  the  judges  in  his  £ivour% 

According  to  the  laws  of  Athens,  a  fecond  trial 
was  neceflary  to  decide  on  the  puni(hment  ^  Me* 
litus  in  his  accufation  had  (lated  that  the  crime 
merited  death,  Socrates  might  have  chofen  be** 
tween  a  fine,  banilhment,  or  perpetual  imprifon* 
ment.  He  again  addreffed  his  judges,  and  £ud, 
that  to  fpecify  any  punifliment  would  be  to  con* 
fefs  himfelf  guilty  of  a  crime  ^  ;  bur  that,  as  he  had 
rendered  the  greateft  fervices  to  the  republic,  he 
in  reality  deferved  to  be  maintained  in  the  Pryta- 
ncum  at  the  public  expence*.    At  thefe  words, 

*  Flat.  Apol.  t.  i.  p.  35,    Xenoph*  Mcmon  lib.  x,  p.  712. 
>  Xenoph*  ibid*  p.  707* 

7  Plat.  ibid.  t.  i.  p.  36. 

^  Xeooph.  ibid.  lib.  4,  p.  8di, 

*  Cicer.  dc  Orat.  cap.  54,  t.  1.  p.  182. 

*  Plat.  Apol.  t.  i.  p.  37*    XcAoph.  Apol.  p.  705. 
'«  Plat,  ApoL  t.  i.  p.  37. 
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eighty  of  his  judges  who  had  before  voted  in  his 
favour  went  over  to  the  party  of  the  profecutor^, 
andjudgtnent  of  death  by  poifon  was  pronounced** 

Socrates  received  his  fentence  with  the  tranquil- 
lity of  a  man  who  during  his  whole  life  had  learned 
to  die^.  In  a  third  difcourfe  he  confoled  thofe 
of  his  judges  who  had  acquitted  him^  byobferving 
that  no  evil  can  happen  to  the  virtuous  man^  nei- 
ther while  he  lives  nor  after  his  death  ^  To  thofe 
who  bad  accufed  or  condemned  hi|n^  he  repre- 
(ented  that  they  mud  inceflantly  fuffer  from  the 
rcmorfe  of  confcience  ^  and  the  reproaches  of 
men ;  that  death  being  to  him  a  gain^  he  fek  no 
amger  againft  them^  though  be  had  reafon  to  com* 
plain  of  their  hatred*  He  ended  with  thefe. 
words :  '^  It  is  time  for  us  to  depart^  I  to  die^  and 
you  to  continue  to  live ;  but  whether  of  thefe  be 
the  better  lot  is  known  only  to  the  Divine  Being '^Z' 

When  he  left  the  court  to  return  to  prifon,  no 
alteration  was  difcernible  either  in  his  countenance 
or  his  gait.  He  faid  to  his  difciples^  who  melted 
.       *         ■  I        ■  ■'■* ■  ' 

'  Diog.  Laen.  lib.  2,  §  42* 

*  According  to  Plato  ( Apol.  t.  L  p.  38.)  Socrates  confcnted 
to  propofe  a  flight  fine^  for  which  fome  of  his  difciples  and  Plata 
among  c^crs  ihould  be  fccurity  (Diog*  Lacrt.  hb.  2,  J  41.). 
Yet  Aenophon  makes  him  fay,  that  he  could  not  without  con- 
fei&ng  that  he  was  guilty  condemn  himfelf  to  the  fmalleft  puaifiw 
meat. 

«  Plat,  in  Phaedon*  t.  i.  p.  64  et  67. 

'  Ide  ApoL  1. 1.  p.  41. 

c  Xenoph,  Apol.  p.  76$.    Plat.  Apol.  p.  39« 

^  Plat.  Apol.  t«i.  p.  40  et  42* 
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into  tears  around  him :  Why  do  you  weep  now 
for  the  firft  time  ?  Were  you  ignorant  that  Nature, 
when  (he  granted  me  life,  condemned  me  one  day 
to  rcfign  it  ?  I  am  in  defpair,  replied  the  youth 
ApoUodorus,  to  think  that  you  (hould  die  innocent. 
Would  you  rather  choofe,  replied  Socrates,  with 
a  fmile,  that  I  (hould  die  guilty  ?  He  faw  Anytus 
pafs  by,  and  faid  to  his  friends.  How  proud  is  that 
man  of  his  triumph!  He  knows  not  that  virtue 
muft  ever  be  viftorious  *. 

The  next  day  after  his  trial  *,  the  prieft  of 
Apollo  placed  a  crown  on  the  ftern  of  the  galley 
which  annually  carries  the  offerings  of  the  Athe- 
nians to  Delos  ^.  From  the  time  of  the  perform- 
ance of  that  ceremony  to  the  return  of  the  veffel, 
the  law  forbids  the  execution  of  any  fentehce  of 
death. 

Socrates  pafFed  thirty  days  in  prifon  ^,  furrounded 
by  his  difciples,  who,  to  afTuage  their  grief,  were 
continually  coming  to  enjoy  his  company  andcon- 
verfation,  believing  at  each  vifit  that  they  faw  and 
heard  him  for  the  laft  time. 

One  morning  when  he  awoke,  he  perceived 
Crito,  one  of  his  friends  whom  he  particularly 
efteemed,  feated  near  his  bed  "*.  You  come  fooner 

*  Xenoph.  ApoL  p.  706. 

*  Le  lendtmain  de  fon  ju^ement ;  but  the  words  of  Flato  arc, 
t5  TT^ort^aia  rn?  ^^x»jf,  the  day  before  his  trtaL     T, 

^  Plat,  in  Phaedon.  t.  i.  p.  58. 
'  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  4,  p.  81 6. 
■*  Plat,  in  Crit.  t.  i.  p.  43. 
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than  ordinary,  furely,  faidhe  to  him  :  is  it  not  yet 
very  early  ?  Yes,  anfwercd  Crito,  it  is  fcarcely  day. 

Socrates.  I  am  furprifed  the  keeper  of  the  prifoa 
would  let  you  in. 

Crito.  He  knows  me ;  I  have  made  him  forac 
trifling  prefents. 

Socrates.  Have  you  been  here- long  ? 
.    Crito.  Some  time. 

Socrates.  Why  did  you  not  awake  me  ? 

Crito.  You  were  in  fuch  a  quiet  deep  that  I 
could  not  prevail  on  myfelf  to  difturb  you.  I  had 
always  admired  the  calmnefs  of  your  mind,  but  at 
this  moment  it  made  a  dill  more  forcible  impref- 
fion  on  me. 

Socrates.  It  would  be  a  Ihame  indeed  if  a  man 
of  my  age  (hould  be  difturbed  at  the  approaches 
of  death.  But  what  has  induced  you  to  come  fo 
early  ? 

Crito.  Intelligence  the  moft  afflidling,  not  to 
you,  but  to  me  and  your  friends  i  the  moft  ci^cl 
Md  dreadful  intelligence. 

Socrates.  Is  the  (hip  returned  ? 

Crito.  It  was  feen  yefterday  evening  off  Sunium : 
it  will  no  doubt  arrive  to-day,  and  to-morrow  will 
be  the  day  of  your  death. 

Socrates.  So  let  it  be,  fince  fuch  is  the  will  of  the 
gods*. 

*  Crito  thought  the  (hip  would  arrive  on  that  day  at  the  Pi- 
raeus ;  but  it  did  not  come  till  the  next,  and  the  death  of  Socrate$ 
was  deferred  for  a  day. 
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Crito  then  reprefented  to  him  tliat^  unable  td 
bear  the  idea  of  his  death,  he  had^  with  fome 
friendsj  taken  a  refolution  to  £icilitate  his  efcape 
^om  prifon;  that  the  neceflary  meafures  were 
concerted  for  the  fdlowing  night ;  that  &  imall 
fum  of  money  would  be  fufficient  to  corrupt  the 
keepers,  and  filence  their  accufers;  that  an  ho- 
nourable retreat  might  be  procured  for  him  in 
ThefTaly,  where  he  might  lead  a  peaceful  life ; 
that  he  could  not  refufe  to  cCHnply  with  their  re- 
queft,  without  failing  in  his  duty  to  himfelf^  to 
liis  children^  whom  he  would  leave  in  want,  and 
to  his  friends^  who  would  be  for  ever  reproached 
"with  not  having  facrificed  all  that  they  pofiefled 
to  prcferve  his  life". 

Oh  I  my  dear  Crito,  replied  Socrates,  your  zeal 
is  not  conformable  to  the  principles  I  have  con- 
ftantly  profefled  to  follow,  and  which  the  moft 
(ruel  torments  (hall  never  compel  me  to  abandon  ^ 
It  will  be  firft  proper  to  reply  to  what  you  al- 
lege concerning  the  reproaches  which  you  fear 
from  men.  You  know  that  we  are  not  to  h6 
guided  by  the  opinion  of  the  greater  number,  but 
by  the  decifion  of  thofe  who  are  able  to  diftinguifh 
juftice  from  injuftice,  and  truth  from  falfehood^ 
It  is  alfo  neceflary  to  difpel  the  fears  with  which 


«  Plat,  in  Crit.  t.  i.  p.  44. 

•  Id,  ibid.  p.  46, "  Xenoph.  Apol«  p.  705» 

»  Flat,  in  Crit*  p.  48, 

6  you 
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you  wifli  to  infpirc  me  for  my  children  :  they  will 
receive  from  my  friends  the  fcrviccs  which  their 
generofity  now  offers  to  me  *.  Thus  the  whole 
queftion  will  be  reduced  to  the  enquiry,  whether 
it  be  conformable  to  juftice  that  I  (hould  leave 
this. place  without  the  permiffion  of  the  Athenians '  > 

Have  we  not  frequently  agreed,  that  in  no  cir- 
cumftances  it  can  be  allowable  to  render  injuflice 
for  injuftice*?  Have  we  not  alfo  eflabliflied  it  as 
a  principle,  that  the  firfl  duty  of  the  citizen  is  to 
obey  the  laws,  and  that  this  can  be  difpenfed  with 
under  no  pretext  ?  But  would  it  not  be  to  deprive 
them  of  all  their  power,  and  abfolutely  to  annihi^ 
late  them,  were  I  to  prevent  their  being  carried 
into  execution  ?  Had  I  fuppofed  I  had  reafon  to 
complain  of  them,  I  was  at  liberty,  and  it  was  in 
my  power  to  remove  into  another  country  *j  but 
I  have  hitherto  borne  their  yoke  with  pleafure, 
and  have  a  thoufand  times  experienced  the  efieAs 
of  their  protection  and  beneficence ;  and  now,  be* 
caufe  my  enemies  have  abufed  them  to  my  dc- 
ftrudion^  you'wifh  me,  that  I  may  revenge  myfelf 
.  on  them,  to  defbroy  the  laws,  and  confpire  againfi; 
my^  country,  of  which  they  are  the  fupport% 

I  (hall  add,  that  they  had  prepared  me  a  refource. 
After  my  firft  trial  I  might  have  condemned  my- 

I    ■■■  I  i.iMiiii  II  I  I  —————— w^Mii^— 

^  Plat,  in  Crit.  p.  54« 
'  Id.  ibid.  p.  48* 

*  Id.  ibid,  p*  49* 

*  Id*  ibid.  p.  5 1* 

Vot.  V.         G  g 
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felf  to  baniQiment  only ;  but  I  chofe  to  undergo  a 
fecond,  and  I  have  openly  declared  that  I  would 
prefer  death  to  exile  ■.  Shall  I  then,  regardless 
alike  of  my  word  and  my  duty,  fly,  to  expofe  to 
foreign  nations  Socrates  profcribed,  difgraced, 
become  the  corrupter  of  the  laws,  and  the  enemy 
of  authority,  that  I  may  yet  live  a  few  wretched 
and  ignominious  days  ?  Shall  I  fly,  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of"  my  weaknefs  and  my  crime 
in  diftant  countries,  where  I  can  never  dare  again 
to  pronounce  the  words  juftice  and  virtue  without 
a  confcious  blu(h,and  drawing  on  myfelf  the  moft 
cruel  reproaches  ?  No,  my  friend,  ceafe  to  per- 
fuade  mej  and  fuffer  me  to  purfue  the  path  which 
the  gods  have  marked  out  for  me*. 

Two  days  after  this  convcrfation  y,  the  eleven 
magifl:rates,  whofe  ofiice  it  is  to  fee  that  criminals 
are  executed  according  to  their  fentence,  came 
early  in  the  morning  to  the  prifon,  to  have  his 
irons  taken  off,  and  give  him  notice  that  he  was 
(o  die  that  day  *.  Many  of  his  difciples  after- 
wards entered.  There  were  about  twenty  of  them. 
They  found  with  him  his  wife  Xanthippe,  with 
the  youngeft  of  his  children  in  her  arms.  The 
moment  flie  perceived  them,  (he  exclaimed,  with 
loud  cries  and  fobbings^  Ah  !  my  hufband,  your 

■  Plat,  in  prit.  p.  52. 
'  Id.  ibiif.  p.  54. 
y  Id.  in  Ph8ed«p«59* 
fid.  ibid. 
Z 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE-  45« 
friends  are  come  to  vifit  you,  and  for  the  lal^  time ! 
Socrates  having  requefted  Crito  to  caufe  her  to  be 
fent  home,  (he  was  taken  away  uttering  the  mod 
doleful  lamentations,  and  tearing  her  face  *. 

Never  had  the  difciples  of  Socrates  fcen  him 
difplay  fuch  patience  and  courage;  they  could  not 
look  on  him  without  being  overwhelmed  with 
grief,  nor  liften  to  him  without  the  livelieft  tranf- 
ports  of  pleafurc.  In  his  laft  converfation  he  faid 
to  them,  that  it  was  not  lawful  for  any  one  to  de- 
prive himfelf  of  life  ;  becaufe,  as  we  are  placed  on 
earth  as  foldiers  in  a  poft  affigned  them  by  their 
general,  we  ought  not  to  quit  our  ftation  without 
the  perxniffion  of  the  gods  * ;  that,  for  himfelf,  he 
was  rcfigned  to  their  will,  and  fighed  after  the  mo- 
ment which  would  beftow  on  him  the  happinefs 
he  had  endeavoured  to  merit  by  his  conduct 
through  life*^.  From  this  difcourfe  paffing  to  the 
doftrine  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  he  endea- 
voured to  eftablifti  it  by  a  multitude  of  proofs, 
which  juftified  his  hopes.  "  And  even,"  faid  he, 
*^  though  thefe  hopes  (hould  be  without  founda* 
tion,  befides  that  the  facrifices  they  required  have 
not  prevented  me  from  being  the  happieft  of  men, 
they  remove  far  from  me  the  bitternefs  of  death. 


«  Flat,  in  Phxd.  p*  60. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  62. 

«  Id.  ibid.  p.  67  ct  68.  \ 
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and  diffufe  a  pure  and  delicious  joy  over  my  laft 

moments^/' 

'*  Thus/'  added  he,  **  every  man  who,  re- 
nouncing pleafure,  has  laboured  to  adorn  his  foul, 
not  with  foreign  ornaments  but  fuch  as  are  fuitable 
to  it,  as  juftice,  temperance^  and  other  virtues, 
cannot  but  poflefs  an  unfhaken  confidence,  and 
quietly  wait  the  hour  of  his  departure.  You  will 
follow  me  when  yours  (hall  arrive;  mine  ap« 
proaches ;  and,  to  ufe  the  expreffion  of  one  of  our 
poets,  I  hear  already  its  voice  which  calls  me/' 

Crito  now  aiked  him,  whether  he  had  no  injunc- 
tions to  lay  on  them  with  regard  to  his  children 
or  his  affairs.  ^^  I  have  only  to  repeat,"  replied 
Socrates,  "  the  s^ivice  I  have  frequently  given 
you ;  that  you  be  virtuous.  If  you  follow  it,  I 
fliall  not  need  your  promifes ;  and  if  you  negleA 
it,  they  will  be  ufelcfs  to  my  family  ^*• 

He  afterward  pafled  into  a  fmall  apartment 
adjoining  to  bathe.  Crito  followed  him :  his  other 
friends  continued  in  the  room  he  had  left,  and 
converfed  together  on  the  difcourfe  they  had  juft 
heard,  and  the  fituation  in  which  they  were  foon 
to  be  left  by  his  death.  They  already  confidered 
themfelves  as  orphans  deprived  of  the  bed  of  &- 
thers,  arid  Icfs  wept  for  him  than  for  themfelves. 
His  three  children  were  brought  to  him,  two  of 

'  Hat*  in  Hued.  p.  91  et  1 14. 
f  Id.  ibid.  t.i.p.  115. 
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\ifhom  were  yet  extremely  young  :  he  gave  Jome ' 
orders  to  the  women  who  came  with  them,  and, ' 
after  having  fent  them  away,  returned  to  his 
friends  ^ 

A  moment  after,  the  keeper  of  the  prifon  en- 
tered :  *'  Socrates,'*  faid  he,  '*  I  am  certain  that 
I  fhall  not  hear  from  you  thofe  imprecations  with 
which  I  am  ufually  loaded  by  perfons  in  the  fame 
iituation,  to  whom  my  office  obliges  me  to  give 
notice  that  it  is  time  to  drink  the  poifon.  As  I 
have  never  feen  any  perfon  in  this  place  who  pof- 
fefTed  fuch  firmnefs  of  mind  and  mildnefs  of  tern* 
per  as  you  have  always  (hewn,  I  know  well  thac 
you  are  not  angry  at  me,  and  that  you  do  not 
attribute  to  me  your  misfortunes ;  you  are  but  too 
well  acquainted  with  the  authors  of  them :  fare- 
well! endeavour  to  fubmit  to  neceffity/'  His 
tears  fcarcely  permitted  him  to  conclude  whit  he 
had  to  fay,  and  he  retired  to  a  corner  of  the  prifon 
that  he  might  flied  them  without  reftraint.  "  Fare- 
well," faid  Socrates  to  him  in  reply,  "  I  will  fol- 
low your  advice:"  and  turning  towards  his  friends. 
How  well-behaved  and  honeft  is  that  man !  faid 
he.  Since  I  have  been  here  he  has  frequently 
come  to  converfe  with  me.— And  now  fee  how  he 
weeps. — ^Crito,  he  muft  be  obeyed.    Let  the  poi- 


f  Plat  m  Phsedon.  t.  i.  p.  xi6  et  117. 

Gg3 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


454       TRAVELS    IN    GREECE. 

fon  be  brought,  if  it  be  ready :  if  not,  let  it  be  mixed 
as  foon  as  poflible* 

Crito,  in  anfwer,  reprefented  that  the  fun  was 
not  yet  fet,  and  that  others,  in  like  circumflances, 
had  been  permitted  to  defer  drinking  the  poifoa 
for  fome  hours*  "  They,"  faid  Socrates,  ^*  had 
their  reafons  for  what  they  did,  and  I  have  mine 
for  afting  differently  s." 

Crito  then  gave  orders  as  he  had  been  direfted  ; 
and  when  the  poifon  was  ready  a  fervant  brought 
the  fatal  cup ;  and  Socrates  having  aiked  what  he 
was  to  do,  the  man  anfwered  :  *^  After  you  have 
drunk  the  potion  you  muft  walk  until  you  find 
your  legs  begin  to  grow  heavy,  and  then  lie  down 
on  your  back."  Immediately,  without  changing 
countenance,  he  took  the  cup,  with  a  fteady  hand, 
and,  after  having  addreffed  a  prayer  to  the  gods, 
advanced  it  to  his  qjouth. 

In  this  dreadful  moment,  terror  and  difmay 
feized  on  all  prefent,  and  involuntary  tears 
ftreamed  from  every  eye.  Some  to  conceal  them 
threw  their  mantles  over  their  heads,  and  others 
haftily  arofe  that  he  might  not  difcover  their  agi- 
tation ;  but,  when  turning  their  eyes  again  upon 
him,  they  perceived  that  he  had  drunk  off  the 
poifon,  their  grief,  too  long  reftrained,  burft  forth 
with  violence,  and  their  tears  and  fobbings  re-, 

s  Plat,  in  Phxdon.  t.  i«  p.  x;6. 
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doubled  when  they  heard  the  loud  lamentations 
of  the  youth  ApoUodorus,  who,  after  having  wept 
the  whole  day,  now  made  the  prifon  refound  with 
the  moft  frantic  cries ''•  "  What  are  you  doing, 
my  friends  ?"  faid  Socrates,  without  emotion  :  "  I  " 
fent  away  the  women,  that  I  might  not  witnefs 
fuch  weaknefs.  Refume  your  courage,*  I  have 
always  faid  that  death  ought  to  be  accompanied 
with  good  omens/' 

In  the  mean  time  he  continued  to  walk  till  he 
began  to  feel  a  heavinefs  in  his  legs,  when  he  laid 
down  on  the  bed,  and  wrapped  himfelf  in  his 
mantle.  The  man  who  had  brought  and  given 
him  the  poifon  pointed  out  to  the  perfons  prefent 
the  fucceffive  progrefs  of  its  effeds.  A  mortal 
cold  had  already  frozen  his  feet  and  legs,  and  was 
ready  to  invade  the  heart,  when  Socrates,  raifing 
his  mantle,  faid  to  Crito :  '^  We  owe  a  cock  to 
^fculapius,  forget  not  to  pay  the  vow  *.''  It  (hall 
be  performed,  replied  Crito;  but  have  you  no 
other  command  ?  He  returned  no  anfwer,  but  a 
moment  after  made  a  flight  motion.  The  fervant 
having  uncovered  him  received  his  laft  look,  and 
Crito  clofed  his  eyes. 

Thus  died  the  moft  religious,  the  moft  virtuous, 
and  the  moft  happy  of  men* ;  the  only  man,  per- 

*»  Plat,  in  Phaedon.  t.  1.  p.  117. 

*  It  was  ufual  to  {iacrifice  this  bird  to  ^fculapius.  (See 
Pompeius  Feftus  de  Signif.  Verb.  lib.  9,  p.  1S9.) 

^  rlat.  ia  Pbxdon,  t*  i.  p.  1 1 8.  Xenoph,  Mcmor.  lib.  4,  p.  8 1 S. 
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hapsy  whoj  without  fear  of  being  convided  of 
falfehoody  might  boldly  affirm :  I  have  never  eidicr 
in  word  or  deed  conmiitted  the  fmalleft  injuf^** 
tice'^'*. 


k  Xenoph.  Mcmor.  lib.  i»  p.  711 ;  13>«  4»  p.  80^ 
*  SeenoteatthecttdoftbcvolumCf 
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CHAP.      LXVIII. 
Feftivals  and  Myftmes  ofEkitfis. 

I  NOW  proceed  to  fpcak  of  the  moft  important 
article  of  the  Athenian  religion,  of  thofe  myf- 
teriesj  the  origin  of  which  is  lofl  in  the  obfcurity 
of  time,  of  which  the  ceremonies  infpire  no  leis 
dread  than  veneration,  and  the  fecret  of  which  has 
never  been  revealed  but  by  fome  perfons  imme- 
diately condemned  to  death  and  the  public  execra- 
tion^; for  the  law  is  not  fatisiied  with  depriving 
them  of  life  and  confifcating  their  goods,  the  re- 
%iembrance  of  their  crime  and  puni(hment  muft 
be  preferved  on  a  column  expofed  to  every  eye". 
Among  all  the  myfteries  inftituted  in  honour  of 
different  divinities,  there  are  none  fo  celebrated 
as  thofe  of  the  goddefs  Ceres ;  (he  herfelf,  it  is 
iaid,  appointed  the  ceremonies.  While  (he  tra- 
verfed  the  earth  in  fearch  of  Proferpine,  who  had 
been  carried  off  by  Pluto,  (he  arrived  in  the  plain 
of  Eleufis,  and,  pleafed  at  the  reception  (he  met 
with  from  the  inhabitants,  beftowed  on  them  two 

1^— i  ■'    H     ■    ■!■  II  ■■■■  —  ■  I  ■       II     nil  II     ■ 

^  Meurf.  in  Eleuf.  cap.  20. 
«  Aadoc.  de  Myft.  p.  7, 
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fignal  benefits;  the  art  of  agriculture,  and  the 
knowledge  of  the  facred  doftrine  *.     The  lefler 
myfteries,  which  ferve   as   a  preparation  to  tho 
greater,  were  inftitiitcd  in  favour  of  Hercules  ^ 

But  let  us  leave  fuch  idle  traditions  to  the  vul- 
gar, fince  it  is  of  lefs  importance  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  authors  of  this  religious  fyftem  than  to 
difcover  its  objeft.  It  is  afferted  that,  wherever  it; 
has  been  introduced  by  the  Athenians,  it  has  dif- 
fufed  a  fpirit  of  union  and  humanity  ' ;  that  it  pu- 
rifies the  foul  from  its  ignorance  and  pollution  *  ; 
that  it  procures  to  the  initiated  the  peculiar  aid  of 
the  gods  %  the  means  of  arriving  at  the  perfeftion 
of  virtue,  the  ferene  happinefs  of  a  holy  life  %  and 
the  hope  of  a  peaceful  death  and  endlcfs  felicity '. 
The  initiated  (hall  occupy  a  diflinguiQied  place  in 
the  Elyfian  Fields",  they  (hall  enjoy  a  pure  light  *, 
and  (hall  Hve  in  the  bofom  of  the  Divinity  y ; 
while  thofe  who  have  not  participated  in  the  myf- 

»  Ifocr.  Paneg.  1. 1.  p.  152.    Ariftid.  Elcuf.  Oral.  t.  i.  p^  450* 

f  Meurf.  in  Eieuf.  cap.  5. 

t  Cicer.  de  Leg.  lib.  2,  cap.  14,  t.  iii.  p.  148^    Dlod.  Sic« 

*  Auffufb'n.  de  Trrnit.  lib»4,  cap.  IQ,  t,  viii.  p.  819.  Prod% 
in  Rep.  rlat.  p.  369. 

'  Sopat.  Divif.  Quaeft.  1. 1.  p.  370. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  33^. 

«  Ifocr.  ibid.   Cicer.  ibid.   Crinae.  in  Anthol.  Kb.  I9  cap.  29. 
»  Diog.  Lacrt.  lib.  6,  ^  39.     Axioch.  ap.  Plat.  t.  iii«  P-  37 15 

*  Pino.  ap.  Clem.  Alex.  Strom,  lib.  3,  p.  518.  Ariftoph.  in 
Rirn.  V.  155  et  457.  Spanh.  ibid.  p.  304.  Sophocl.  ap.  PIut« 
dc  Aud.  Poet.  t.  ii.  p.  2  r. 

7  Plat,  ill  Phacd.  t.  i^  p.  69  ct  81. 
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tcries  Ihall  dwell  after  death  in  places  of  darknefs 
and  horror  *. 

To  fliun  fo  fearful  an  alternative,  the  Greeks 
repair  from  all  parts  to  fqlicit  at  Eleufis  the  pledge 
of  happinefs  there  offered  them.  From  the  moll 
tender  age  the  Athenians  are  admitted  to  the  cere- 
monies of  initiation  *,  and  thofe  who  have  never 
participated  in  them  requeft  to  be  admitted  to 
them  before  they  die  ^;  for  the  menaces  and  re- 
prefentations  of  the  punifliments  of  another  life, 
which  they  had  before  regarded  as  afubjeft  of  de- 
rifion,  then  make  the  ftrongeft  impreffion  on  their 
minds,  and  fill  them  with  fears,  which  are  fome- 
times  of  the  moft  abjed  kind  *.   . 

Yet  fome  enlightened  perfons  do  not  believe 
that  to  be  virtuous  there  is  any  neceflity  for  fuch  an 
affociation.  Socrates  would  never  be  initiated, 
and  his  refufal  gave  birth  to  fome  doubts  con- 
cerning his  religion*.  Diogenes  was  once  ad^- 
vifed,  in  my  prefence,  to  contraft  this  facred  en- 
gagement ;  but  he  anfwered :  **  Pataecion  the 
notorious  robber  obtained  initiation ;  Epaminondas 

*  Plat,  in  Phaed.  t.  i.  p«  69.  Id.  in  Gorg.  1. 1,  p.  493.  Id. 
d^  Rep.  t.  ii.  p.  363.  Ariftoph.  in  Ran.  v.  145.  Spanh.  ibid. 
Paufan.  lib.  10,  cap.  3I9  p.  876. 

»  Terent.  in  Phorm.  a6l.  1,  fcen.  i,  v.  15.  Donat.  ibid. 
Tumeb.  Adv.  lib.  3,  cap.  6.  Mem.  de  I'Acad.  dcs  Bell.  Lettr. 
t.  i V,  p.  6  54.  Note  of  Madame  Dacier  on  the  paflage  in  Terence. 

^  Ariftoph.  in  Pac".  v.  374, 

«  Plat.de  Rep.  lib.  i,  p.  330.  Zaleuc.  ap.  Stob.  Serm.^j, 
p-279. 

i  liucian.  in  Demonaft*  t.  ii.  p.  380, 
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and  Ageiilaus  never  folicited  it ;  is  it  pofiible  I 
(hould  believe  that  the  former  will  enjoy  the  blift 
of  the  Elyfian  Fields,  while  the  latter  (hall  be 
dragged  through  the  mire  of  the  infernal  (hades  ^  ?'* 
All  the  Greeks  may  claim  to  be  admitted  to 
initiation  into  the  myfteries  ^,  but  the  people  of 
every  other  nation  are  excluded  by  an  ancient 
laws.  I  had  been  promifed  that  this  law  (hould 
be  difpenfed  with  in  my  behalf.  I  had  in  my 
favour  the  title  of  citizen  of  Athens,  and  th6 
powerful  authority  of  examples^.  But  as  it  would 
have  been  neceilary  that  I  (liould  have  confined 
myfelf  toobferve  certain  pradices,  and  abftain  from 
different  kinds  of  eatables,  which  might  have  laid 
me  under  a  difagreeable  reftraint,  I  contented  my- 
felf with  making  fome  refearches  concerning  this 
inftitution,  and  obtaining  information  of  various 
particulars  reladve  to  it,  which  I  may  make  known 
without  fear  of  incurring  the  guilt  of  peijury. 
I  (hall  annex  them  to  the  account  of  the  laft  jour- 
ney that  I  made  to  Eleuiis,  on  occafion  of  the 
greater  myfteries,  which  are  annually  ^  celebrated 
there  on  the  15th  of  the  month  Boedromion"^*. 

*  Flut.  de  Aud.  Poet.  t.  ii.  p.  ai.    Diog*  Laert.  fib*  6»  S  39. 
'  Herodot.  lib.  8|  cap.  6^. 

■  Meurf.  in  Eleuf.  cap.  19. 

*  Id.  ibid, 

*  Herodot.  b1>.  8,  cap.  65, 

^  Julian.  Orat.  5,  p.  173.    Petav.  de  Dod.  Temp.  Kb.  i, 
cap.  8,  t.  i.  P*  10.  ^  Id.  in  lliemift.  p,  408. 

*  In  the  M etonic  Cycle,  the  montn  Boedromion  htgm  on  one 
1^  the  days  between  the  23d  of  Augult  and  the  aift  of  Septend>er« 
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The  feftival  of  the  leffcr  myfteries  is  likewife  an- 
nual, and  is  obfcrved  fix  mondis  before. 

During  the  celebradon  of  the  former,  all  judicial 
profecudons  are  rigoroufly  forbidden,  nor  may  any 
feizure  be  made  on  any  debtor  already  condemned 
by  the  laws.  On  the  day  after  the  feftival,  the 
fenate  makes  a  ftridt  enquiry  into  the  condud  of 
thofe  who  are  accufed  of  having  by  afts  of  vio- 
lence, or  in  any  other  manner,  difturbed  the  regu- 
larity of  the  ceremonies  ^ ;  and  if  they  are  found 
guilty  they  are  condemned  to  death,  or  to  pay 
heavy  fines  »•  This  feverity  is.  perhaps  ncceflary 
to  maintafn  order  among  fuch  an  immcnfe  multi- 
tude as  is  afifembled  at  Eleufis*^.  In  time  of  war, 
the  Athenians  fend  deputies  to  all  parts  of  Greece, 
to  offer  pafs-ports  to  thofe  who  defire  to  attend  at 
the  feftivals  ^  whether  they  have  received  initia- 
tion or  only  come  as  fpeftators  '. 

I  departed  for  Eleufis,  in  company  with  fomc 
friends,  on  the  14th  of  Boedromion,  in  the  2d  year 
pf  the  109th  Olympiad*.  The  gate  by  which 
we  leave  Athens  to  go  to  Eleufis  is  named  thc^ 


'  Andocid.  de  Myfter.  p.  15,  8cc. 

•  Demofth.  in  Mid.  p.  631.    Pet.  Leg.  Alt.  p*36« 
^  Herodot.  lib,  8,  cap.  6§» 

•  JESchia.  de  Falf.  L^g.  p.  416. 
p  Lyf.  in  Andocid.  p.  xo6. 

•  In  this  ye^  the  ift  of  Boedromion  correfponded  with  the 
20th  of  our  month  of  September,  and  the  14th  of  Boedromidn 
with  the  4th  of  06bber.  The  feftital  begao  oa  the  5th  of  0£tg- 
^r  is  the  year  343  before  Chrift* 
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lacred  gate,  aiid  the  road  which  leads  thither  thft 
facred  way'.  The  diftance  is  abdut  ten  ftadia** 
After  having  croffed  a  rather  high  hill,  which  is 
covered  with  laurel  rofes  %  we  entered  the  territory 
of  Eleufis,  and  arrived  on  the  banks  of  two  fmall 
ftreams,  confecrated,  the  one  to  Ceres,  and  the 
other  to  Proferpine.  I  mention  them,  bccaufe  the 
priefts  of  the  temple  only  are  permitted  to  fi(h  in 
them,  and  becaufe  their  water  is  fait,  and  made 
ufe  of  in  the  ceremonies  of  initiation '. 

Fanher  on,  upon  the  bridge  over  a  river  which 
bears  the  name  of  Cephifus,  like  that  which  flows 
near  Athens,  we  were  attacked  with  grofs  jokes 
and  pleafantries  by  great  numbers  of  the  populace, 
who  were  afTembled  there,  and  who,  during  the 
feftival,  there  take  their  flation,  as  in  a  kind  of 
ambufcade,  to  divert  themfelves  at  the  expencc 
of  thofe  who  pafs  by,  and  efpecially  the  perfons  of 
moft  eminence  in  the  republic  ^  Such  was  the 
reception,  as  tradition  relates,  which  Ceres,  on  her 
arrival  at  Eleufis,  here  met  with  from  an  old  wo- 
man named  lanlbe  ■• 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  fea,  a  large  hill  ex* 


«  Meurf.in  Eleuf.cap.  27. 

*  Abeut  3Jleague8. 

^  Spon.  Voyag.  t.  ii.  p.  16  r.    Whelcr'a  Journey,  book  5» 
p.  425.     Pocockc,  t.  li.  part  2,  p.  170. 

*  Paufan.lib.  i,  cap.  389  p.  91*     Hefych.  in  'PfHou    Spon* 
Voyag.  t.  ii.  p.  161  -     Wheler,  book  6,  p.  425. 

t  Strab.  lib.  9,  p.  400.     Hefych.  et  Suid.  in  Tifv^* 
»  ApoUod.  lib.  I,  p.  J  7. 
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tends  into  the  plain,  from  the  north-weft  to  the 
fouth-eaft,  on  the  brow  and  eaftern  extremity  of 
which  ftands  the  famous  temple  of  Ceres  and  Pro- 
ferpine  *.  Under  it  is  the  fmall  town  of  £leufis« 
In  the  environs,  and  on  the  hill  itfdf,  are  fcveral 
facred  monuments,  fuch  as  chapels  and  altars  7; 
and  rich  individuals  of  Athens  have  here  pleafant 
and  beautiful  villas  '• 

The  temple,  built  under  the  adminiftration  of 
Pericles,  of  marble  of  Pentelicus  *,  on  the  rock 
itfelf,  which  was  levelled,  fronts  the  caft«  It  i$ 
equally  vaft  and  magnificent.  Its  length,  from 
north  to  fouth,  is  about  384  feet  *  i  and  its  breadth 
about  325  i*^.  The  moft  celebrated  artiils  were 
employed  in  its  conftruftion  and  decoration  *. 

Among  the  minifters  of  this  temple  there  are 
four  principal  ones  **.  The  firft  is  the  Hierophant: 
his  name  fignifies  he  who  reveals  the  facred 
things  * ;  and  his  principal  fundtion  is  to  initiate 
into  the  myfteries.    He  appears  in  a  diftinguiflied 

«  Manufcr.  Note  of  Mr.  Wood.  Chandler's  Travels  in  Greece, 
p.  190. 

y  Paufan.  lib.  i,  cap.  38,  p.  93. 

*  Dcmofth.  in  Mid.  p.  628. 

*  Wood,  Manufcr.  Not.    Whcler^s  Journey,  book  6,  p.  ^ij» 

*  About  363  French  (or  386  Eng.)  feet, 
•j-  About  307  French  (or  327  Eng.)  feet^ 
b  Wood,  Manufcr.  Note.     Wheler,  ibid. 

«  Strab.  lib.  9,  p.  395.  Vitruv.  in  Prsef.  Kb.  7,  p.  12 J. 
Plut.  in  Pericl.  t.  i.  p.  159. 

<*  Meurf.  in  EleuC  cap.  13*  Mem.  de  P  Acad,  dee  Bell.  Lettr. 
t.  xxi.  p.  93- .   . 

«  Htfych.  in 'Jijop, 
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robe,  his  head  adorned  with  a  diadem,  and  his  hair 
flowing  on  his  flioulders^  His  age  mud  be  fuffi* 
ciently  mature  to  fuit  the  gravity  of  his  miniftry, 
and  his  voice  fo  fonorous  that  it  may  be  heard 
with  pleafure  •.  His  priefthood  is  for  life  ^.  From 
the  moment  be  is  invefted  with  it,  he  mud  confine 
himfelf  to  celibacy  ;  and  it  is  pretended  that  by 
rubbing  his  body  with  hemlock  he  is  enabled  more 
cafily  to  obferve  this  law  ^ 

The  office  of  the  fecond  minifter  is  to  carry  the 
facred  torch  in  the  ceremonies,  and  purify  thofe 
who  prefent  themfelves  for  initiation ;  he  like  the 
Hierophant  has  the  right  to  wear  a  diadem  ^.  The 
two  others  are  the  facred  herald,  and  the  affiftanc 
at  the  altar :  the  office  of  the  former  is  to  com- 
mand the  profane  to  retire,  and  to  maintain  filence 
and  ferious  thoughtfulnels  among  the  initiated; 
that  of  the  latter  is  to  affift  the  others  in  their  feve- 
ral  functions  ^ 

The  refpeft  they  claim  from  the  fandity  of 
their  miniftry  is  ftill  more  heightened  by  their 
illuftrious  birth.  The  Hierophant  is  chofen  from 
the  houfe  of  the  Eumolpidae  ™,  one  of  the  moft 


^  Arriain.  in  Epi£i.  lilx  39  cap.  21,  p.  441.     Piut.  in  Alcib* 

t.  i.  p.  302« 

s  Arrian.  ibid.     Philoftr.  in  Vit.  Soph.  lib.  2,  p.  6oo» 
>*  Paufan.  lib.  2»  cap.  14,  p.  142. 

>  Meurf.  in  Eleuf.  cap.  i^« 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  14. 

>  Id.  ibid. 

*  Hcfych*  in  Ev/mXt* 

ancient 
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ancient  in  Athens ;  and  the  facred  herald  from 
that  of  the  Ccryces,  which  is  a  branch  of  the  Eu- 
molpidae  **.  The  two  others  are  chofen  from  fa- 
milies equally  illuftrious  ° ;  and  all  the  four  have 
under  them  feveral  fubakern  minifters,  fuch  as 
interpreters,  chanters,  and  officers  whofe  place  it  ii 
to  arrange  the  proceffions,  and  regulate  the  niinu- 
tisB  of  the  different  ceremonies '. 

There  are  alfo  at  Eleufis  prieftefles  confecrated 
to  Ceres  and  Proferpine.  They  may  initiate  cer- 
tain perfons';  and,  on  particular  days  in  the  year, 
offer  facrifices  for  individuals  ^ 

The  fecond  of  the  archons  prefides  at  the  fefti- 
vals,  and  is  efpecially  charged  to  maintain  order 
in  them,  and  to  fee  that  no  irregularities  are  ad- 
mitted into  the  celebration  of  the  religious  ritesi 
Thefe  laft  feveral  days.  The  initiated  fometimes 
interrupt  their  fleep  to  continue  their  ceremonies. 
We  faw  them,  during  the  night,  leave  the  enclo- 
fure  of  the  temple,  walking  in  filence  two  by  two, 
and  each  carrying  a  lighted  torch ».  When  they 
re-entered  the  facred  afylum,  they  haftened  their 
pace ;  and  I  was  informed  that  this  was  intended 

»»  Mem.  de  PAcad.  des  Bell.  Lettr.  t.  xxi.  p.  96* 

•  Paufan  lib.  i,  cap.  37,  p.  89. 
P  Poll.  lib.  I,  cap.  X,  §  35. 

^  Suid.  in  ^i?^iJ. 

'  Demofth.  in  Nener.  p.  880.    Tayl.  Not.  ad  Demofth;  t.  ili. 

p.  623' 

•  Whclcr's  Journey,  book  6,*p.  428.     Spon.  Voyaj^.  t*  I'u 

p.  166. 

ToL.  V.  H  h 
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to  reprefent  the  wanderings  of  Ceres  and  Profcr*  ' 
pine ;  and  that,  in  their  rapid  evolutions,  they 
(hook  their  torches,  and  frequently  handed  them 
from  one  to  another.  The  flame  which  they 
agitate,  it  is  faid,  purifies  their  fouls,  and  is  the 
emblem  of  that  light  by  which  they  are  to  be  il- 
luminated K 

On  one  of  the  days  games  were  celebrated  in 
honour  of  the  goddelTes  \  Famous  athletae,  from 
the  different  countries  of  Greece,  repaired  to  the 
feftival ;  and  the  reward  of  the  conqueror  was  a 
meafure  of  barley,  grown  on  the  neighbouring 
plain,  the  inhabitants  of  which,  inflrufted  by 
Ceres,  were  the  firft  who  cultivated  that  fpecies  of 
corn  ". 

On  the  (ixth  day,  which  is  the  moft  fplendid, 
the  priefls,  accompanied  by  the  initiated,  carried 
from  Athens  to  Eleufis  the  ftatue  of  lacchus^,  who 
is  faid  to  have  been  the  fon  either  of  Ceres  or  of 
Proferpine.  The  god  was  crowned  with  myrtle  •, 
and  bore  a  torch  '.  Nearly  thirty  thoufand  per- 
fons  followed**,  and  the  air  refounded  with  the 
name  of  lacchus  •.  The  proceflion,  r^ulated  by 
•^ .  ..  —   .     ...       •  

<  Meurf.  in  Eleuf.  cap.  26. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  28. 

■  Paufan.lib.  i,  cap. 38,  p.93* 

f  Phit.  in  Phoc.  t.  i.  p.  754.    MeurC  in  Elcuf.  cap.  27. 

»  Ariftoph.  in  RaH.  v.  333. 

*  Paufan«  lib.  i»  cap.  2,  p.  6. 

^  Her()dot.  lib.  8,  cap.  6^, 

f  Ariiloph.  ibid.  v«3i9.    Hefych.  in  'lan^ 
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the  found  of  mufical  inftruments  and  the  changing 
of  hymns*,  was  fometimes  interrupted  by  facri- 
fices  and  dances  *.  The  ftatue  was  brought  into 
the  temple  at  Eleufis ;  and  afterward  carried  back 
to  its  own,  with  the  fame  pomp  and  ceremonies. 

Many  of  thofe  who  followed  in  the  proceflion 
had  yet  been  only  admitted  into  the  lefler  myfte- 
ries,  celebrated  annually  in  a  fmall  temple  fituated 
near  the  Iliflus,  at  the  gates  of  Athens  ^  There 
one  of  the  priefts  of  the  fecond  order  is  appointed 
to  examine  and  prepare  the  candidates  •.  He  ex- 
cludes them  if  they  have  been  guilty  of  forcery^ 
or  of  any  atrocious  crime ;  and  efpecially  if  they 
have  committed  homicide,  even  though  involun- 
tarily **.  He  enjoins  the  others  frequent  expiations  j 
and  convincing  them  of  the  neceffity  of  preferring 
the  light  of  truth  to  the  darknefs  of  error*,  diffc* 
tninates  in  their  minds  the  feeds  of  the  facred 
doftrine  ^.  He  exhorts  them  to  reprefs  very  vio- 
lent paffion  ^ ;  and,  by  purity  of  mind  and^heart, 
to  merit  the  ineftimable  benefit  of  initiation  «• 


*  Veil.  Patcrc.  lib.  i,  cap.  4. 

*  Hut.  in  Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  210. 

f  Meurf.  in  Eleuf.  cap.  7.  Polyacn.  Stratcg.  lib.  5,  cap.  17, 
}  1.  Euilath.  in  Iliad.  2,  p.  361.  Steph.  Hcfych.  et  EtymoU 
Magn.  in'Ay^. 

S  Hefych.in  'ti^u 

^  Julian.  Orat.  5,  p.  173.     Meurf.  in  Elcuf.  cap.  ig<B 

»  Clem.  Alex.  Strotn.  lib.  i,  p.  325 ;.  lib.  7,  p.  845. 

k  Id.  ibid.  lib.  $«  p.  689. 

*  Porphyr.ap.Stob.  Eclog.Phyf.  p.  142. 

«  Arrian.  in  Epift.  lib.  3,  cap.  2 1,  p.  440.^Liban.  Dediflk  ly, 
t.i.p.49J. 
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Their  noviciate  fometimes  continues  feveral 
years,  and  mufl  laft  at  leaft  one  entire  year". 
During  the  time  of  their  trial,  the  candidates  at- 
tend the  feftivals  of  Eleufis ;  but  remain  without 
the  gate  of  the  temple,  and  anxioufly  wait  the  hour 
in  which  they  (hall  be  permitted  to  enter  °. 

This -hour  had  at  length  arrived.  The  follow- 
ing night  was  appointed  for  the  ceremonies  of  ini- 
tiation into  the  greater  myfteries.  As  a  prepara- 
tion for  them,  facrifices  apd  prayers  were  offered 
for  the  profperity  of  the  (late  ',  by  the  fecond  ar- 
chon,  attended  by  four  afliftants,  chofen  by  the 
people  *.   The  novices  were  crowned  with  myrtle  \ 

The  robes  in  which  they  are  initiated  are  fup- 
pofed  to  acquire  fuch  fanftity  by  tlie  ceremony, 
that  the  greater  part  continue  to  wear  them  till 
they  are  quite  worn  out ;  and  others  make  them 
into  fwaddling  clothes  for  their  children,  or  hang 
them  up  in  the  temple*.  We  faw  the  candidates 
enter  the  facred  inclofure ;  and  the  next  day  one 
of  the  newly  initiated,  with  whom  I  was  particu- 
larly intimate,  gave  me  an  account  of  fome  cere- 
monies to  which  he  had  been  witnefs. 

We  found,  faid  he,  the  priefts  of  the  temple  ha- 
bited in  their  pontifical  veftments.    The  Hiero- 

■  Mcurf.  in  Eleuf.  cap.  8. 

•  Pctar.  ad  Themift.  p.  414. 

f  Ariftot.  ap.  Harpocr.  et  Suid.in  *Er^fAiX. 

^  Lyf.  in  Andocid.  p.  105,     Meurf.  in  Elcuf.  cap.  15. 

»  SchoL  Sophocl.  in  (Edip.  Col.  ▼.713. 

*  Mcurf.  ibid*  cap.  ra. 
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phant,  who  on  this  occafion  reprefents  the  Creator 
of  the  univerfe,  was  invefted  with  fymbols  fignifi- 
catory  of  the  Supreme  Power ;  the  torch-bearer, 
and  the  affiftant  at  the  altar,  with  thofe  of  the  Sun 
and  Moon ;  and  the  facred  herald  with  thofe  of 
Mercury  ^ 

No  fooner  had  we  taken  our  places  than  the 
herald  proclaimed  :  **  Far  hence  be  the  profane, 
the  impious,  and  all  thofe  whofe  fouls  are  polluted 
with  guilt  ■/'  After  this  notice,  death  would  be 
ttie  punifhment  of  any  perfon  who  (hould  have 
the  rafhnefs  to  remain  in  the  affembly  without 
having  been  initialed  *.  The  fecond  prieft  caufed 
the  fkins  of  the  vidlims  offered  in  facrifice  to  be 
fpread  under  our  feet,  and  purified  us  anew^. 
The  ritual  of  initiation  was  read  aloud*,  and  hymns 
were  fung  in  honour  of  Ceres. 

Soon  after  a  hollow  found  was  heard,  and  the 
earth  feemed  to  groan  beneath  our  feet*:  we 
heard  thunder ;  and  perceived,  by  the  glare  of 
lightning,  phantoms  and  fpeftres  wandering  in 
darknefs  **,  and  filling  the  holy  places  with  howl- 

«  Eufeb.  Praepar.  Evang.  lib.  3,  cap.  12, -p.  117. 

*  Sueton.  in  Ncr.  cap.  34.  Capitol,  in  Anton,  Philof.  p.  33. 
Lamprid.  in  Alex.  Sev,  p.  119. 

*  Liv.  lib.  31,  cap.  14.  , 
y  Hefycb.  et  Suid.  in  Aw?  K«^, 

*  Meurf.  in  Eleuf.  cap.  10. 

»  Virgil.  -£neid.  lib.  6,  v.  255.  Claud,  de  Rapt.  Profcrp, 
lib.  I,  V.  7. 

»»  DioB.  Chryfoft.  Oral.  12,  p.  xoz.  Themift.  Orat.  20, 
p.  235.  Mcurf.cap.  II.  Diffcrt.  tireesdc  Warburton,  t,  i.  p.  299* 
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ings  that  chilled  us  with  terror,  and  groans  that 
rent  our  hearts.  Agonizing  pain,  corroding  care, 
poverty,  difeafes,  and  death,  prefentcd  theinfelve^ 
to  our  eyes  in  dreadful  and  funereal  forms*.  The 
Hierophant  explained  to  us  thefe  feveral  embleois,, 
and  his  animated  defcriptions  dill  added  to  oui; 
inquietude  and  our  fears. 

In  the  mean  time,  by  the  affiftance  of  a  feeble 
light  *,  we  advanced  towards  that  part  of  the  in- 
fernal fliades  where  fouls  are  purified^  till  they 
arrive  at  the  abodes  of  happinefs.  Here,  amid 
a  multitude  of  plaintive  cries,  we  heard  the  bitter 
lamentations  of  thofe  who  had  deprived  therafclvesv 
of  life  *.  *^  They  are  puniChed,"  faid  the  Hieror 
phant,  "  becaufe  they  have  deferted  the  poft 
which  the  gods  had  affigned  them  in  this  world  ^'* 

Scarcely  had  he  uttered  thefe  words,  than  the 
brazen  gates,  opening  with  a  dreadful  noife,  dif- 
clofed  to  our  view  the  horrors  of  Tartarus?.  Wc 
heard  the  clanking  of  chains,  and,  the  cries  of  the 
tortured  ;  and,  amid  piercing  flirieks  and  lament^ 
able  groans,  diftinguiflied  at  intervals  thefe  words: 
**  Learn,  by  our  example,  to  reverence  the  gods. 


«  Virg.  iEneicU  lib.  6,  ▼.  275.      Orig.  cont.  Celt  lib,  J^^ 
167. 

*  Lucian.  in  Catapl.  t.  i.  p.  643. 

*  Virgil,  ibid.  v.  434. 

f  Plat,  in  Phzdon.  t.  t.  p.  62.     Id.  d^  Leg.  lib.  9,  t.  lif 
870.  '    '         ^ 

*  yirgil.*  iEneid.  Kb.  6,  v.  572, 
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to  be  juft  and  grateful  *>•"  For  hardnefs  of  heart, 
negleft  of  parents,  and  cvery.fpecies  of  ingratitude, 
there  meet  their  puniQiment ;  as  alfo  every  crime 
that  efcapcs  the  ve^gea,nce  of  hum^n  laws,  or  tendi 
to  deftroy  the  worfliip  of  the  gods  K  We  faw  the 
furies,  armed  with  fcourges,  relentlefsly  purfuing 
the  guilty  *. 

Thefe  terrific  fcenes,  inceflantly  rendered  more 
animated  by  the  fonorous  and  majeftic  voice  of 
the  Hierophant,  who  appeared  to  be  the  minifter 
of  divine  vengeance;,  filled  us  with  dread ;  and 
fcarcely  could  we  recover  from  our  apprehenfions, 
when  we  were  led  into  delightful  groves  and  fmil- 
ing  meadows,  the  abodes  of  happinefs,  and  the 
image  of  the  Elyfian  Fields,  illuminated  by  a  fe* 
rene  and  pure  light,  and  where  harmonious  voices 
uttered  the-  raoft  enchanting  founds  K  Thence  we 
were  broqght  into  the  fandtuary,  where  we  beheld 
the  ftatue  of  the  goddefs  refplendent  with  Jight, 
and  adorned  with  all  its  richeft  ornaments  "*.  Here 
our  trials  were  to  end,  and  here  we  faw  and 
heard  things  which  it  is  not  permitted  to  reveal  *. 
I  iliall  only  add  that,  in  the  intoxication  of  a  holy 


^  VirgiL  ^neid.  lib.  6,  v,  620.     Pind.  Pyth*  a^  t.  640# 

'  Virg.  ibid.  v.  608.      DifTert.  tirecs  de  Warburton,  t.  i. 

.332- 

^  Virgil,  ibid*    Lucian.  in  Catapl.  t.  i.  p.  644. 
1  Virg.  ibid.  v.  638.     Stob.  Serin.  1 19.  p.  604. 
■  Themift.  Orat.  20.  p.  235. 
*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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joy,  we  fang  hymns  in  which  we  congratulated 
ourfelves  on  our  happinefs  ■  *. 

Such  was  the  account  I  received  from  my  newly 
initiated  friend  :  I  learned  from  another  a  circum- 
(lance  which  he  had  omitted.  On  one  of  the  days 
of  the  feftival,  the  Hierophant  uncovered  the 
myfticbafkeis,  which  are  carried  in  the  proceffions, 
and  are  the  objefts  of  public  veneration.  They 
contain  the  facred  fymbols,  which  may  not  be  feen 
by  the  profane;  but  which,  however,  are  only 
cakes  of  different  Ihapes,  fome  grains  of  fait,  and 
other  things  %  relative  either  to  the  hiftory  of 
Ceres,  or  to  the  doftrines  taught  in  the  myfteries. 
The  initiated,  after  having  removed  them  from . 
one  bafket  into  another,  affirm  that  they  have 
faded  and  drank  Ciceon  '  •f'. 

Among  thofe  who  have  not  been  initiated,  I 
have  frequently  heard  men  of  fenfe  and  learning 
communicate  to  each  other  their  doubts  and  opi- 
nions concerning  the  doftrines  taught  in  the  inyf- 
teries  of  Ceres.  Do  they  only  contain,  faid  they, 
the  hiflory  of  nature  and  its  revolutions '  ;  or  are 
they  folely  intended  to  (hew  that,  by  means  of 


'    n  Ariftoph.  in  Ran.  v.  451. 

*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

o  Clem.  Alex.  Cohort,  ad  Gent.  p.  19. 

p  Id.  ibid.  p.  18.     Meurf.  in  Eleuf.  cap.  xo. 

+  A  kind  of  drink,  or  rather  broth,  which  was  offered  to  Cercf 
(Clem.  Alex/Cohoft.  ad  Gent.  p.  17.     Athen.  lib.  11,  cap.  12, 
p.  492.     Cafaub.  ibid.  p.  5 1 2.     Turneb.  Adv.  lib.  1 2,  cap.  8), 
^  *J  Ciccr.  de  Nat.  Deor^lib.  i,  cap.  42,  t.  li.  p.433- 
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laws  and  agriculture  %  man  has  been  advanced 
from  the  ftate  of  barbarifm  to  that  of  civilized  life? 
But  why  (hould  ideas  like  thefe  be  covered  v/ith 
the  veil  of  fecrefy  ?  A  difciple  of  Plato  modeftly 
propofed  a  conjefture  which  I  fhall  here  give  my 
readers  *• 

It  appears  undeniable,  faid  he,  that  the  neceffity 
of  the  rewards  and  punilhments  which  await  us 
after  death  was  inculcated  in  the  myfteries,  and 
that  the  initiated  were  prefented  with  a  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  different  dellinies  prepared  for  men 
in  this  and  the  other  world*.  It  alfo  appears 
certain  that  they  were  taught  by  the  Hierophant 
that,  among  that  great  number  of  divinities  which 
are  adored  by  the  multitude,  fome  are  pure  genii, 
who  are  the  minifters  of  the  will  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  and  regulate,  fubfervient  to  his  commands, 
all  the  motions  of  the  univerfe';  while  others 
have  only  been  njere  mortals^  whofe  tombs  arc 
ftill  to  be  feen  in  different  parts  of  Greece  "• 

Is  it  not,  therefore,  natural  to  imagine,  that  the 
inftitutors  of  the  myfteries,  wifliing  to  diffufc  a 


'  Van*,  ap.  Angr.dc  Civit.  Dei,  lib.  7,  cap,  20,  t.  vii.  p.  177. 

*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

•  Orig.  cent.  Celf.  lib.  3,  t.  i.  p.  501  •  lib.  8,  p.  777.  Diflert. 
tirees  de  Warburton  1. 1.  p.  1 75. 

«  Plat,  in  Conv.-t.  Hi.  p.  202.      Plut.  de  Orac.  Dcf.  t.  ii. 

«  Cicer.  Tufcul.  lib.  i,  cap.  13,  t.  11.  p.  243.  Id.  de  Nat, 
Deor.  lib.  2,  c?p.  24,  t.  ii.  p.  454.  Ladant.  Divin.  Inftit. 
^b.  5»  cap.  20. 
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more  juft  idea  of  the  Supreme  Being ",  earneftljr 
eodeavoured  to  eftablilh  a  dodrine  of  which  tracer 
more  or  lefs  manifeft  are  found  in  the  opinions  and 
ceremonies  of  almofl  all  nations — that  there  is  one 
God,  who  is  the  author  and  end  of  all  things?  and 
this  doftrine  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  momentous 
fecret  revealed  to  the  initiated. 

The  eftablilhment  of  this  religious  aflbciatioa 
was  doubtlefs  favoured  by  political  views.  Poly- 
theifm  had  become  general,  when  it  was  perceived 
what  fatal  confequences  rcfulted  to  morality  fromi 
d  worlhip,  the  objects  of  which  were  only  multi- 
plied to  authorize  every  fpecies  of  injuftice  and 
vice ;  but  this  worthip  was  equally  agreeable  to 
the  people  from  its  antiquity  and  even  from  its 
imperfedions-  Far,  therefore,  from  fruitlefsly  at* 
tempting  to  abolilh  it,  endeavours  were  made  by 
the  legiilator  to  counterbalance  it  by  a  more  purs 
religion,  which  (hould  repair  the  injuries  done  to 
fociety  by  polytheifm.  As  the  multitude  are  more 
€^|ily  reftrained  by  the  laws  than  by  manners,  it 
was  thought  they  might  be  abandoned  to  fuperfti^^ 
tions  of  which  it  would  be  eafy  to  prevent  the 
abufe ;  but,  as  the  more  enlightened  citizens  arc 
influenced  more  by  manners  than  by  the  laws,  it 
was  judged  proper  to  communicate  to  them  a  doc- 
trine adapted  to  render  them  virtuous. 

*  EtymoL  Magn.  in  TiXi7. 
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.  You  are  now  able  to  conceive  why  the  gods  arc 
permitted  to  be  introduced  in  ludicrous  fituation^ 
on  the  ftage  of  Athenjs.  The  magiftrates,  deliveFed 
from  the  falfc  ideas  of  polytbeifm,  attempt  not  ta 
reprefs  a  liberty  which  can  do  no  injury  to  the 
people,  and  which  contcibut;es  to  their  amufement* 

You  likewife  underftand  how  two  religions  fq 
oppolite  in  their  dodtrines  have  fubfifted  for  fo 
long  a  time  in  the  fame  place,  without  difturbance 
or  rivakyi  it  is  becaufe,  though  their  dodriixesi 
are  diflferent^  their  language  is,  the  fame;  and  truth 
(hews  that  refpeft  to  ertor  which  it  may  be  ex- 
pefted  to  require* 

The  myfteries  externally  have  the  appearance: 
of  the  religious  worftiip  adopted  by  the  people. 
The  hymns  whichare  fung.in  public,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  ceremonies,  prefent  to  us  feveral  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  rape  of  Proferpine,  the  purfuic 
of  Ceres,  and  her  arrival  and  flay  at  Eleufis  :  the 
environs  of  that  town  are  covered  with  monuments 
crefted  in  honoiir  of  the  goddefs ;  and  the  ftooe  on 
which  it  is  pretended  (he  fat  down  when  exhaufted 
with  fatigue,  is  ftill  (hewny.  Thus,  on  the  on© 
hand,  perfons  of  little  knowledge  and  difcernment 
fufFer  themfelves  to  be  perfuaded  by  appearances 
that  favour  their  prejudices;  and,  on  the  other,  the 
initiated,  penetrating  to  the  fpirit  of  the  myfteries, 

1  Meurf^iin  Eleuf.  cap.  3. 
4 
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believe  they  may  rely  on  the  purity  of  their  inten- 
tions. 

Whatever  foundation  there  may  be  for  the  con- 
jefture  I  have  here  given,  initiation  is  at  prefent 
little  more  than  an  idle  ceremony :  thofe  who  re- 
ceive it  are  not  more  virtuous  than  others;  they 
every  day  violate  the  vow  they  have  made  to  ab- 
ftain  from  fowl,  fifh,  pomegranates,  beans,  and 
many  other  kinds  of  pulfe  and  fruits*.  Many 
among  them  have  contracted  this  facred  engage- 
ment in  a  manner  by  no  means  fuitable  to  its  ob- 
jeft ;  for>  almoft  in  our  time,  the  government,  to 
retrieve  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  the  finances,  has 
been  known  to  grant  permiffion  that  the  right  of 
participating  in  the  myfteries  fliould  be  purchafed*, 
and  women  of  diflblute  life  have  long  been  admit- 
ted to  initiation  ^  :  a  time  therefore  muft  arrive 
when  the  moft  facred  of  aflbciations  will  be  en- 
tirely corrupted  and  disfigured*. 

«  Porphyr.  dc  Abftin.  lib.  4,  p.  353.    Julian.  Orat.51  p.  173. 
*  Apfm.  de  Art.  Rhetor,  p.  691. 

^  IfaE.  Orat.  de  Haered.  Philodlcm.  p.  61.    Dcmofth.  in  Ncacr. 
p.  862. 

«  Clem.  Alex,  in  Protrcp.  p.  19. 
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CHAP.    UX.      Page    ii. 

On  the  Produce  of  an  Athenian  Farm* 

UeMOSTHENES(j)  mentions  a  private  perfon  of 
Athens,  named  Phoenippus,  who  having  obtaincd'the  quan- 
tity of  barley  and  wine  ftated  in  the  text,  fold  each  me- 
dimnus  of  barley  for  eighteen  drachmas  (i6  liv.  4  fols,  or 
138.  6d,),  and  each  metretes  of  wine  for  twelve  drachmas 
(10  liv.  16  fols,  or  9s.)  ;  but  as  he  afterward  (b)  fays  that 
thefe  prices,  perhaps  on  account  of  fome  fcarcity,  were 
triple  the  ordinary  value  of  the  commodities,  it  follows  that, 
in  his  time,  the  common  price  of  the  medimnus  of  barley 
was  fix  drachmas,  and  that  of  the  metretes  of  wine  four 
drachmas.  A  thoufand  medimni  of  barley  (a  little  more 
than  four  thoufand  bulhels)  were  therefore  worth  fix 
thoufand  drachmas  (5400  liv.  or  225  1.);  and  eight  hundred 
metretae  of  wine,  three  thoufand  two  hundred  drachmas 
(.2880  liv.  or  120I.)  :  total,  8280  liv.  or  345  L 

ia)  Dfihiofth.  ia  Phoeoip.  p.  10*5. 
(i)  Id.  ibid.  p.  1027. 
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Phoenippus  had  befides  fix  beafts  of  burdeii)  whidi  ^ 
Continually  employed  in  carrying  to  the  city  wood  and 
other  kinds  of  materials  (r),  and  which  brought  him  daily 
twelve  drachmas  (lo  liv.  i6  fols,  or  ps.).  The  feftivals^ 
bad  weather,  or  work  that  might  not  be  negle£^ed,  fre* 
quently  interrupted  this  little  traffic;  but  if  we  fuppofe 
that  it  only  took  place  for  two  hur>Jred  days  in  the  year, 
we  fliall  find  that  Phoenippus  annually  received  a  profit 
of  2160  liv.  (90 1.) ;  which,  added  to  the  8280  livres,  gives 
10440  livres  (435 1.)  for  the  produce  of  a  farm  little  more 
than  a  league  and  a  half  in  circuit. 


I 


SAME    CHAP.      Page  14. 

On  the  Queen  Bee, 

T  appears  by  the  paffage  of  Xenophon  quoted  in  tht 
text,  that  that  author  confi'dered  the  principal  bee  as  a  fe- 
male. Naturalifts  afterwards  were  divided  on  this  fubjeft  5 
Tome  imagining  that  all  the  bees  were  females,  and  all  the 
drones  males  ;  and  others  maintaining  the  contrary.  Arif- 
totle,  who  refutes  their  opinions,  admitted  in  each  hive  a 
tlafs  of  kings  which  continued  their  fpecies ;  he  confefles, 
however,  that  fufficient  obfcrvations  to  determine  any  thing 
with  certainty  had  not  been  made  {J) :  thefe  obfcrvations 
have  been  fince  made,  and  naturalifts  have  returned  to  the 
opinion  which  I  attribute  to  Xenophon. 


(c)  Demofth.  iRPhce&ip.  p.  1023. 

fi/)  Ariftot.  Hxft.  Anita,  lib.  5,  ctf.  21,  t.  i.  p.  85a.    Uv^e  Gener.  AbiM. 
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SAME    CHAP.      Page  22. 

On  Melons, 

Sl  ROM  forat  «3CpTeffions  to  be  found  in  the  ancient 
«rritcrs,  there  feems  rcafon  to  fuppofe  that,  at  the  time  of 
which  I  here  fpeak,  the  Greeks  were  acquainted  with  me- 
ionSy  and  confidered  them  as  a  fpecies  of  cucumber ;  but 
chefe  expreifions  not  being  fufficieritly  clear,  I  (hall  contertt 
inyfelf  widi  referring  my  readers  to  the  modern  critics,  as 
Jul.  Scalig.  in  Theophr.  Hift.  Plant,  lib.  7,  cap.  3,  p.  741  • 
£od.  a  Stapd.  in  cap.  4,  ejufd.  libr.  p.  782,  and  feveral 
others. 


SAME   CHAP.      Page  43. 

On  the  Soul  of  the  World. 

J.  HE  commentators  on  PlatO),  both  ancient  and  modern^ 
are  divided  concerning  the  nature  of  the  foul  of  the  worlds 
According  to  fome,  Plato  fuppofed  that  there  had  eternal^ 
ezifted  in  chaos  a  vital  force,  or  grofs  foul,  which  irregu- 
larly agitated  matter,  from  which  it  was  diftinftj  and 
thaty  confequently,  the  foul  of  the  world  was  compofed  of 
the  divine  eflence,  of  matter,  and  of  the  vicious  principle 
from  all  rtei*nity  united  to  matter.  Ex  divirut  nature  por^ 
fidne  quAdam^  et  ex  re  quAdam  alid  difiinBd  a  Deo,  et  cum 
materid  foeiald  {e). 

Others,  to  exculpate  Plato  from  the  cenfure  of  having 

(#}  Moibeiii.  in  Cudworth.  t.  i.  op.  4,  ^  13,  p.  3 10. 
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admitted  two  eternal  principles,  the  one  the  author  of  good 
and  the  other  of  evil,  have  affirmed  that,  according  to  that 
philofopher,  the  diforderly  motion  of  chaos  did  not  pro- 
ceed from  a  particular  foul,  but  was  inherent  in  matter. 
To  this  it  has  been  objefted,  that  in  his  Phxdrus,  and  in 
his  treatife  on  laws,  he  has  ejtprefsly  faid  that  all  motion 
fuppofcs  a  foul  by  which  it  is  produced.    It  will,  no  doubt, 
be  replied,  that  he  here  fpeaks  of  a  regular  and  produ^ive 
motion ;  but  that  of  the  chaos,  being  diforderly  and  fterile, 
was  not  dircfted  by  an  intelligent  principle :  and  thus  Plato 
does  not  contradift  himfelf  (/).     Thofc  who  wifli  to  fee 
this  fubjeft  elucidated,  may  confult,  among  other  writers, 
Cudw.  cap.  4,  J  13.     Mofliem.  ibid.  not.  k.    Bruck,  t.  i. 
p.  684  et  704. 


CHAP.   LX.     Page  5J. 

On  the  precife  Time  of  the  Expedition  of  Dion, 

X  HE  note  which  I  here  add  may  be  confidered  as  the 
continuation  of  that  which  I  have  given  above,  on  the  voy- 
ages of  Plato,  and  which  refers  to  Chap.  XXXIII.  of  this 
work. 

Plutarch  obferves  that,  when  Dion  fet  fail  from  Zacyn- 
thus  for  Sicily,  the  troops  were  alarmed  by  an  eclipfe  of 
the  moon ;  and  that  this  expedition  was  undertaken  in  the 
middle  of  fummer.  Dion  was  twelve  days  in  his  paffage 
to  the  coaft  of  Sicily  •,  and  on  the  thirteenth,  attempting 
to  double  the  Promontory  of  Pachynum,  he  met  with  a 
violent  tcmpeft  5  for,  adds  the  hiftorian,  it  was  the  time  o£ 


(/)  Bruck.  Hift.  Philof.  t.  L  p.  68S. 

the 
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flic  rifing  of  Araunis  {g).  But  we  know  that  in  that 
age  Arfturus  began  to  appear  in  Sicily  about  the  middle  of 
our  month  of  September.  Thus,  according  to  Plutarch, 
Dion  departed  from  Zacynthus  towards  the  middle  of  the 
month  of  Auguft. 

On  the  other  hand,  Diodorus  Siculus  (A)  places  the  ex- 
pedition of  Dion  in  the  archonftiip  of  Agathocles,  who 
entered  on  his  office  in  the  beginning  of  the  4th  year  of 
the  105th  Olympiad,  and  confequently  oa  the  27th  of 
June  of  the  year  357  before  Chrift  (/). 

But,  according  to  the  calculations  which  M.  De  la 
Lande  has  had  the  goodnefs  to  communicate  to  me,  there 
was  an  eclipfe  of  the  moon  vifible  at  Zacynthus  on  the 
9th  of  Auguft  of  the  year  357  before  Chrift,  which  muft 
b^  that  mentioned  by  Plutarch,  There  are  few  dates  in 
Chronology  afcertained  with  equal  certainty.  It  vrill  be 
proper  to  add  that  M.  Pingre  has  calculated  the  middle  of 
this  eclipfe  to  have  been  at  three  quarters  after  fix  in  the 
evening.  Sec  the  Chronology  of  Eclipfes  in  Vol.  XLII.  of' 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Belles  Lettres,  Hift, 
p.  130. 


CHAP    LXIL      Page  224. 

On  Ariftotle's  Treatife  on  the  Republic.  . 

Aristotle  has  obfervcd  in  this  work  nearly  the 
fame  order  as  in  thofe  which  he  has  written  on  animals  (i). 
After  laying  down  fome  general  principles,  he  treats  of 

{g)  Plut.  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  968. 

{b)  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16,  p.  413. 

It)  Corfia.  Faft.  Attic,  t.  iv.  p^  ao.     Dodw.  de  Cyd.  p.  719. 

(k)  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  49  cap.  4,  t.  U.  p.  366. 

Vol.  V.  I  i 
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the  different  forms  of  governments,  of  their  conftJtuent 
parts,  their  variations,  the  caufes  of  their  decline,  the  means 
by  which  they  are  maintained,  &c.  &c.  He  difci^s  all 
thefe  points,  inceffantly  comparing  various  conftitutions 
with  each  other,  to  fhew  their  refemblance  and  difierence, 
and  continually  fupporting  his  reflexions  by  examples. 
If  I  had  confined  myfelf  to  follow  his  method,  I  muft  have 
abridged,  book  by  book,  and  chapter  by  chapter,  a  work 
which  is  itfelf  only  an  extraO: ;  but  as  I  wifhed  merely  to 
give  an  idea  of  the  dockrine  of  the  author,  I  have  cndea* 
voured,  with  much  more  labour,  to  bring  together  the 
ideas  of  the  fame  kind  fcattered  through  the  work,  and 
relative,  fome  to  the  difierence  in  the  forms  of  govern-^ 
ment,  and  others  to  the  beft  of  thofe  forms.  Another 
reafon  determined  me  to  adopt  this  plan :  the  treatife  on 
the  republic,  fuch  as  we  now  have  it,.is  divided  into  fev^- 
ral  books  ;  and  fome  eminent  critics  have  afferted  that  this 
divifion  was  not  made  by  the  author,  and  that  the  original 
order  of  thefe  books  has  been  changed  by  the  copyifts  (/), 


SAME    CHAR      Page  225. 

On  the  Titles  of  King  and  Tyrant. 

A.ENOPHON  makes  the  fame  diftinftion  between  a 
king^and  a  tyrant  as  Ariftotle.  The  former,  fays  he,  is  a 
prince  who  governs  according  to  the  laws,  and  with  the 
confjnt  of  his  people;  whereas  the  government  of  the 
Jatter  13  arbitrary,  detefted  by  the  people,  and  not  founde(l 

(/}  Fabric.  BiblioUi.  Gnec.  t.  ii.  p.  157. 
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on  the  laws  (wi).    See  alfo  what  Plato  («),  Ariftippus  (o), 
and  others  have  obferved  on  this  fubjeii. 


SAME    CHAP.     PacJe  276. 
On  a  Law  of  the  Locrians* 

UeMOSTHENES  (p)  tells  us  that,  during  two  cen^ 
tunes,  no  alteration  was  made  in  the  laws  of  this  people. 
According  to  one  of  thefe  laws,  he  who  ftruck  out  the  eye 
of  another  was  to  lofe  one  of  his  own.  A  Locrian  having 
threatened  to  ftrike  out  the  eye  of  a  perfon  who  had  but 
one,  the  latter  reprefented  that  his  enemy,  though  he 
fliould  undergo  the  pUnifhment  of  retaliation,  infli£led  by 
the  law,  would  by  no  means  fuffer  equally  with  himfelf. 
It  was  therefore  refolved  that,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  offender 
Ihould  lofe  both  his  eyes* 


CHAP.    LXVII.    Page  424. 

On  the  Irony  of  Socrates, 

1  HAVE  faid  but  little  of  the  irony  of  Socrates,  becaufc 
I  am  perfuadedjie  did  not  make  fo  frequent  and  fevere  a 
ufe  of  this  figure  as  Plato  has  reprefented.  To  be  con- 
vinced of  this,  we  need  only  read  the  converfations  of  So- 
crates ,  as  related  by  Xenophon,  and  thofe  which  Plato  has 
attributed  to  him.  In  the  former,  Socrates  expreffes  him- 
felf with  a  gravity  which  we  frequently  regret  not  to  find 

{m)  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  4t  p.  813. 
in)  Plat,  in  Polit.  t.  li.p.  276. 
[c)  Ariftip.  ap.  Stob.  ferm.  48,  p.  344* 
(/>}  Demofth.  in  Timocr.  p.  795. 
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in  the  latter.  Both  the  difciples  have  introduced  their 
matter  difputing  with  the  fophift  Hippias  {q) ;  and  if  we 
compare  the  dialogues  they  have  given  us,  we  fliall  diC- 
tinftly  perceive  the  difference  of  which  I  fpeak.  Xeno- 
phon  however  was  prefent  at  that  which  Jie  has  tranfmittcd 
tons. 


SAME    CHAP.     Page  456. 

On  the  Regret  which  it  has  been  pretended  the 
Athenians  teftificd  after  the  Death  of  Socrates. 

Dome  authors,  pofterior  to  Socrates  by  feveral  cen- 
turies, have  afTured  us  tliat,  immediately  after  his  death, 
the  Athenians,  afflifted  by  a  contagious  malady,  were  con- 
vinced of  the  injuftice  they  had  committed  (r) ;  that  they 
crcdled  a  ftatue  to  him  j  that,  without  deigning  to  hear 
his  accufers,  they  put  to  death  Melitus,  and  banifhed  the 
others  {s)  j  and  that  Anytus  was  ftoned  at  Heraclea,  where 
his  tomb  was  to  be  feen  a  long  time  after  (/).  Others 
have  related  that  tlie  accufers  of  Socrates,  unable  to  en- 
dure the  f>ublic  deteftation,  hanged  themfelves-in  defpair  (w). 
But  it  is  impoflible  to  reconcile  thefe  traditions  with  the 
total  filence  of  Xenophon  and  Plato,  who  did  not  die  till 
long  after  their  matter,  and  who  nowhere  fpeak  either  of 
the  repentance  of  the  Athenians  or  the  punittiment  of  his 
accufers.  Xenophon,  who  furvived  Anytus,  pofitively 
aflures  us  that  the  memory  of  the  latter  was  not  refpcdied 

(jh  Xcnoph.  Mcmor.  lib.  4,  p.  804.     Plat.  t.  i.  p.  3^3,  t.  iii.  p.  281. 
(r)  Argum.  in  Bufir.  Ifocr.  t.  ii.  p.  140. 

Sj)  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  i4>  p.  266.     Diog.  Laert.  lib.  z,  ^43.     Meoag.  ibi4. 
/)  Thcmift.  Orat.  10,  p.  239. 
(u)  Plut.  de  Invid.  t.  ii.  p.  538. 
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among  the  Athenians,  either  on  account  of  the  irregula- 
rities of  his  fon,  whofe  education  he  had  negleded,  or  the 
folly  and  impropriety  of  his  own  condufl  (x).  This  paf- 
fage,  if  I  am  not  miftakcn,  incontrovertibly  proves  that 
the  people  of  Athens  never  revenged  on  Anytus  the  death 
of  Socrates. 


CHAP.    LXVIII.    Page  471. 

On  the  Place  which,  at  Eleufis,  was  the  Scene 
both  of  the  Ceremonies  and  Speftacles. 


o. 


'N  this  queftion  I  am  only  able  to  give  fcmie  flight 
elucidations* 

Ancient  authors  inform  us  that  the  feftivals  of  Ceres 
fometimes  brought  to  Eleufis  thirty  thoufand  of  the  ini- 
tiated ( j?),  without  including  thofe  who  only  came  from 
motives  of  curiofity.  Thefe  were  not  prefent  at  all  the 
ceremonies.  To  the  more  fecret,  no  doubt,  were  only 
admitted  the  fmall  number  of  novices  who  every  year  re- 
ceived the  laft  feal  of  initiation,  and  fome  of  thofe  who 
had  received  it  long  before. 

The  temple,  which  is  one  of  the  largeft  in  Greece  (z)^ 
was  built  in  the  middle  of  a  court  inclofed  by  a  wall,  360 
feet  in  length  from  north  to  fouth,  and  301  broad  from 
call  to  weft  {a)  *.  There,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  was  it  that 
the  myftae,  or  initiated,  with  torches  in  their  hands,  per- 
formed their  dances  and  evolutions. 

(x)  Xenoph.  Apol.  p.  707. 
(y)  Herodot.  lib.  8,  cap.  65. 

fa)  Strab.  lib.  9,  p.  395.     Vitrur.  in  Pnef.  lib.  7,  p.  125. 
(a)  Wood  Note  MSS.     Chandler '•  Travels  in  Greece,  chap.  41,  p.  190. 
*  The  Engliih  meafurei  4n  Chandler'!  Travelg  are  387  feet  inleosdi,  and 
^2%  is  bicadth.    T. 
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Behind  the  temple,  on  the  weftern  fide,  is  ftiH  to  be  ieeil 
tt  terrace,  cut  in  the  rock  itfelf,  and  raifed  eight  ci  nine 
feet  above  the  floor  of  the  temple.  Its  length  is 'about 
270  feet,  and  its  breadth  in  fome  places  44.  At  the 
northern  end  are  to  be  feen  the  remains  of  a  chapel,  to 
go  up  into  which  there  were  feveral  fteps  (i). 

I  conjeflure  that  on  this  terrace  was  exhibited  the 
fcenery  of  which  I  have  fpoken  in  diis  chapter ;  that  it 
was  divided  lengthwife  into  three  great  galleries,  the  two 
firft  of  which  reprefented  the  region  of  trial,  and  that  of 
the  infernal  {hades ;  and  the  third,  covered  with  earth, 
prefented  groves  and  meadows  to  the  view  of  the  initiated, 
who  from  thence  went  up  into  the  chapel,  where  thcif 
eyes  were  dazzled  by  the  fplendour  of  the  ftatue  of  the 
goddefs* 


SAME    CHAP.      Page  472. 

On  certain  Words  ufed  in  ihe  Myfteries  of  Ceres, 

jV^EURSIUS {c)  has  faid  that  the  aflembly  wasdifaiifled 
by  thefe  two  words,  iortx  ompax.  Hefychius  (rf),  who  has 
tranfmitted  them  to  us,  only  fays  that  they  were  an  accla* 
mation  to  the  initiated.  I  have  not  mentioned  them,  be- 
caufe  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  pronounced  at  the 
beginning,  in  the  middle,  or  at  the  end  of  the  ceremony. 

Le  Qerc  tells  us  that  they  Cgnified,  ivatch  and  abjiain 
from  evil.  Inftead  of  direftly  attacking  this  interpretation, 
I  fhall  content  myfelf  with  prefenting  to  the  reader  the 


(^)  Chandler'*  Travels  in  Greece,  diap.  42,  p.  190.  Note  oi"  M.  Foucherot. 
(c)  Meurf.  in  Eleuf.  cap.  ii. 
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anfwer  which  I  wrote,  in  the  year  1766,  to  my  learned 
friend  M.  Larcher,  who  had  done  me  the  honour  to  re- 
queft  my  opinion  on  this  expreffion  (e). 

**  It  is  manifeft  that  the  two  words  wri  oiivai  are  not 
*'  Greek ;  but  in  what  language  ought  we  to  feek  thetn  ? 
'*  I  Ihould  incline  to  think  they  are  Egyptian,  becaufe  the 
**  Eleufmian  myfteries  appear  to  me  to  have  been  brought 
"  from  Egypt.  To  arrive  at  their  true  meaning,  it  would 
"  be  neceffary,  firft,  that  we  Ihould  be  better  acquainted 
"  with  the  ancient  Egyptian  language,  of  which  we  have 
*^  only  fome  frtlall  remains  in  the  Coptic ;  and,  fccondly, 
'*  that  the  words  in  queftion,  by  pafling  from  one  language 
**  into  another,  ihould  not  have  fufFered  in  their  pronun- 
**  ciation ;  nor,  by  having  been  tranfcribed  by  a  multitude 
**  of  copyifts,  undergone  any  alteration  from  their  original 
"  orthography. 

**We  may  indeed  have  recourfe  to  the  Phoenician 
"  tongue,  which  had  a  confiderable  affinity  with  the  Egyp* 
**  tian.  This  has  been  done  by  Le  Clerc,  who,  after  the 
"  example  of  Bochart,  found  the  explanation  of  every 
"  thing  in  the  Phoenician  language.  But  ten  different 
"  meanings  of  thefe  two  words  might  be  given,  all  equally 
'*  probable,  that  is  to  fay,  all  equally  uncertain.  There  is 
"  nothing  which  may  more  eafily  be  accommodated  to  the 
"  wifties  of  the  etymologift  than  the  oriental  languages, 
•*  and  this  it  is  which  has  led  ailray  the  greater  part  of 
*^  thofe  who  have  addi£ied  themfelv«s  to  that  ftudy. 

**  You  fee,  Sir,  how  far  I  am  from  being  able  to  fay  any 
'*  thing  pofitive  on  the  fubjeft,  and  how  little  I  defei-ve 
"  the  honour  you  have  done  me  in  requefting  my  opinion, 
*^  fince  I  can  only  anfwer  you  by  a  confeffion  of  my  igno« 
"  ranee." 

{e)  Supplemeat  I  U  Philofofkie  de  I'HiibirCi  P'  373. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


488  NOTES. 


SAME    CHAP.     Page  473. 

W  ARBURTON  has  endeavoured  to  prove  that  the 
fecret  of  the  myfteries  was  no  other  than  the  doftrine  of 
the  unity  of  God  ;  and,  in  fupport  of  his  opinion,  has  pro- 
duced a  poetical  fragment,  cited  by  feveral  fathers  of  the 
church,  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Palinodia  of  Or- 
pheus. This  fragment  begins  by  an  exprcflion  ufed  in  the 
myfteries — Far  hence^  yc  profane.  It  declares  that  there  is 
only  one  God,  who  cxifts  from  himfelf,  is  tfie  fource  of  all 
exiftence,  and  invifible  to  every  eye,  though  to  him  all 
things  are  vifible  [f). 

If  it  were  proved  that  the'hierophant  taugjit  this  doc- 
trine to  the  initiated,  no  doubt  would  any  longer  remain 
concerning  the  real  objeft  of  the  myfteries ;  but  this  quef- 
tion  is  attended  with  many  difficulties. 

Whether  the  verfes  above  mentioned  were  written  by 
Orpheus  or  fomc  other  author,  is  of  little  confequence;  but 
it  is  of  importance  to  know  whether  the  date  of  them  be 
antecedent  to  Chriftianity,  and  whether  they  were  really 
recited  in  the  ceremonies  of  initiation. 

I.  Eufebius  has  cited  them  after  a  Jew  named  Arifto- 
bulus,  who  Jived  in  the  time  of  Ptolemy  Philopator  {g)^ 
king  of  Egypt,  that  is  to  fay,  about  the  year  200  before 
Chrift;  but  the  reading  which  he  has  preferved  differs 
cflentially  from  tliat  found  in  the  works  of  St.  Juftin  (A). 
The  latter  announces  one  Supreme  Being,  who  beholds 
and  who  is  the  author  of  all  things,  and  to  whom  the 
name  of  Jupiter  is  given.    The  reading  in  Eufebius  con- 


(/)  Clem.  Alex,  in  Protrept.  p.  64. 

(^)  Eufek  Praepar.  Evang.  lib.  13,  cap.  12,  p.  664.* 

(2)  Juftin.  Exhort,  ad  Graec.  p.  iS  >  cede  Monarch,  p.  37. 
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tains  the  fame  profeffion  of  faith,  wttk  ibme  difierence  in 
the  expreilions :  but  in  it  mention  is  made  of  Mofes  and 
Abraham ;  which  has  induced  icme  learned  critics  to  con- 
clude that  thefe  verfes  were  fabricated,  or  at  leaft  interpo- 
lated, by  Ariftobulus,  or  fome  other  Jew  (i).  But  if  we 
rcjeft  the  interpolation,  and  prefer  the  reading  in  St.  Juftin, 
alf  we  {hall  be  able  to  coIle£b  from  it  is,  that  the  author  of 
thefe  verfes,  when  fpeaking  of  »  Supreme  Being,  has 
cxpreflcd  himfelf  in  nearly  the  fame  manner  as  many  an- 
cient writers.  It  is  efpecially  to  be  remarked  that  the 
principal  articles  of  the  do£lrine  contained  in  the  Palinodia 
are  found  in  the  hymn  of  Cleanthes  (i),  the  contemporary 
of  Ariftobulus ;  and  in  the  poem  of  Aratus  (/),  who  lived 
at  the  fame  rime,  and  who  appears  to  have  been  quoted 
by  St.  Paul  (m). 

2.  Was  the  Palinodia  of  Orpheus  fung  in  the  cere- 
monies of  initiation  ?  Tatian  and  Athenagoras  {n)  ieem 
indeed,  to  afibciate  it  with  the  myfteries,  but  they  only 
produce  it  in  oppofirion  to  the  abfurdities  of  polytheiim. 
Can  we  fuppofe  it  probable  that  thefe  two  authors,  and 
the  other  fathers  of  the  church,  when  they  were  endea- 
vouring to  prove  that  the  unity  of  the  Deity  had  always 
been  known  to  the  gentiles,  would  have  negleAed  to  in- 
form us  that  fuch  a  profeiQon  of  faith  was  made  in  the 
ceremonies  of  initiation  at  Eleufis  ? 

By  depriving  Warburton  of  this  powerful  argument,  I 
do  not  mean  to  attack  his  opinion  concerning  the  fecret 
doflrine  of  the  myfteries,  which  always  appeared  to  me 


(/}  Efchenb.  de  Poef.  Orph.  p.  148.      Fabric.  Bibl.  GnK.  t.  ii.  p.  %Zu 
Cudw.  Syft.  Intell.  cap.  49  ^  i7>  p.  445.    MoOiein.  ibid. ' 
(k)  Fabric,  ibid.  t.  ii.  p.  397. 

(/)  Arat.  Phxttom.  v.  5.    £iiieb.Pnep.  Evafig.  lib.  13, cap.  it$  p.  666. 
{m)  A€Ut  zvii.  28. 
(n)  Tatian.  Orat*  ad  Grtec.  p.  3 j.    Athenag.  Legat.  pro  Chriftiao.  ia  inic 
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very  probable.    In  faft,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fuppofe  that  a 
religious  fociety  which  deftroyed  the  objefts  of  thfc  popu- 
lar worfhip,  which  taught  the  doftrine  of  rewards^  and 
ptinifhments  in  another  life,  and  which  required  from  its 
members  fo  many  preparations  and  prayers,  and  enjoined 
them  abftinence  from  fo  many  things,  joined  with  the 
greateft  purity  of  heart,  had  no  other  intention  than  to 
conceal  beneath  a  thick  veil  th^  ancient  traditions  con- 
cerning.'jlie  formation  of  the  world,  the  operations  of 
Natureji^the  origin  of  arts,  and  other  objeds  which  could 
only  have  a  flight  influence  on  manners- 
It  may  perhaps  be  faid  that  the  myfteries  were  confined 
to  teaching  the  doftrine  of  th^  metempfychofis.     Jiit  this 
doftrine,  which  the  philofophers  did  not  fear  to  explain 
in  their  writings,  fuppofed  a  tribunal  which,  after  death, 
afiigned  to  the  fouls  of  men  the  good  or  evil  deftinies  which 
were  to  be  their  reward  or  puniihment. 

I  will  add  one  refleftion  more.  According  to  Eufe- 
bius  (o),  the  hierophant  appeared  as  the  Demiourgos, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  author  of  the  univerfe.  Three  priefts 
bore  the  fymbols  of  the  Sun,  the  Moon,  and  Mercury  j 
and  perhaps  Xome  inferior  minifters  reprefented  the  four 
Other  planets.  However  this  may  be,  do  we  not  here 
perceive  the  Demiourgos  bringing  forth  the  univerfe  from 
chaos  ?  and  is  not  this  the  image  of  the  formation  of  thc- 
world,  as  Plato  has  defcribed  it  in  his  Timaeus  ? 

The  opinion  of  Warburton  is  extremely  ingenious,  an* 
fuppbrted  with  much  judgment  and  learnings  however, 
as  it  is  liable  to  great  difiiculties,  I  thought  it  bcft  to  oficr 
it  as  a  mere  conjecture. 


(o).  Eufefr.  Prsp.  Evang.  lib.  3,  cap.  iz,  p.  11;. 
END  OF  THE  FIFTH  VOLUME 
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